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PREFACE  TO  COLLECTIONS. 

THE  TEASSACTioNS  of  The  Worcester  Society'  of 
Antiquitv,  from  its  orgnnization  in  1875  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  comprise  n.  great  variety  of  interesting 
matter,  presented  from  time  tt>  time  before  the  So- 
ciety by  those  specially  interested  in  the  subjects 
they  have  considered. 

Particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  local  as  well 
as  general  history,  and  numerous  facts,  hitherto  un- 
known to  the  public,  have  been  gathered  up  and 
placed  beyond  the  reach  of  destruction.  It  may 
safely  be  said  that  no  other  society  in  Massachusetts 
has  been  able  to  accomplish  so  much  in  so  short  a 
time.  This  is  mainly  due  to  the  personal  efforts  of 
the  members  who  have  not  only  made  themselves 
familiar  with  written  history,  but  have  visited  many 
historic  localities,  for  the  purpose  of  gleaning  such 
facts  as  have  heretofore  been  overlooked.  Special 
pains  have  been  taken  to  verify  statements  and  dates, 
and  it  is  believed  that  the  historical  matter  contain- 
ed in  these  Collections  is  remarkably  free  from  error 
in  this  respect. 
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The  publication  of  the  Early  Records  of  the  Town 
of  Worcester,  and  also  the  Proprietor's  Records,  is 
an  enterprise  worthy  of  approval  by  all  historians 
and  genealogists,  for  the  reason  that  much  valuable 
material  is  thereby  made  available  for  consultation 
which  has  hitherto  been,practically  beyojid  the  reach 
of  ordinary  research. 

This  publication  has  been  indexed  with  consider- 
able care,  the  Proceedings  and  Early  records  by  Mr. 
Samuel  E.  Staples,  the  Burial  Ground  matter  and 
Proprietor's  Records  by  Mr.  Franklin  P.  Rice,  thus 
bringing  the  whole  Collection  into  proper  form  for 
ready  reference. 


CONTENTS, 

0 

l*roceeding8  of  The  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity,  from  its 
institution,  Jan.  24,  1875,  to  the  re-organization  under  the 
laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  March  6,  1877.  Incorporation 
of  The  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity. 

Constitution. 

Proceedings  of  The  Worcester  Society*  of  Antiquity,  for  the  year 
1877. 

Inscriptions  from  the  Old  Burial  Grounds  in  Worcester,  Mass- 
achusetts, from  1727  to  1859  ;  with  Biographical  and  His- 
torical Notes. 

Proceedings  of  The  Worcester  Society'  of  Antiquity,  for  the  year 
1878,  and  Transactions  at  the  annual  meeting,  Jan.,  1879. 


CONSTITUTION  AND  BY-UWS 


^tttttsitt  ^otitt^  oi  ^ntiimitj; 


Adopted  Feb.  13,  1875; 
BIat  4,  1875  ;   Eevised  Jam.  2,  1877  ; 
Amended  June  S,  1879  ; 

toobthbb  with  the 

{RtttitimU  of  ^ufontoration. 


fublished  by  the  sociBrr, 

1879. 

U.  8.  A.  cm. 


**^iitts^  fittijfbx  vxsfrWtt*** 


woboesteb: 

PBESS  OF  CLABK  JELLSON, 
1879. 

u.  8.  A.  cm. 
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%e  it  kttOlPItt  That  whereas  Samuel  Elias  Staples,  Clark  Jillson, 
Kllery  B.  Crane,  Daniel  Seagrave,  Franklin  Fierce  Rice,  James 
Andrew  Smith,  Albert  Alfonzo  Lovell  and  Albert  Tyler,  have 
asaociated  themselves  with  the  intention  of  forming  a  corporation 
under  the  name  of  ^\u  WMt^Ut  ^ocittjj  Of  gitttiquitjj,  for  the 
purpose  of  cultivating  and  encouraging  among  its  members  a  love 
and  admiration  for  antiquarian  research  and  archaeological  sci- 
ence ;  and  so  far  as  practicable,  to  rescue  from  oblivion  an}'  his- 
torical matter  that  might  otherwise  be  lost ;  also,  the  collection 
and  preservation  of  antiquarian  relics  of  ever}'  description,  with 
a  capital  of  an  amount  not  j'et  established,  nor  divided  into 
shares,  and  have  complied  with  the  provisions  of  the  Statutes  of 
this  Commonwealth  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  as  appears 
Arom  the  certificate  of  the  President,  Treasurer,  aud  Directors  of 
said  corporation  duly  approved  by  the  Commissioner  of  Corpora- 
'  tions,  and  recorded  in  this  office : 

IpOlTt  W^tUttUfttf  I  Henry  B.  Peirce,  Secretary'  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  do  hereby  certify,  that  said  S.  E.  Sta- 
ples, C.  Jillson,  E.  B.  Crane,  D.  Seagrave,  F.  P.  Rice,  J.  A. 
Smith,  A.  A.  Lovell  and  A.  T3'ler,  their  associates  and  succes- 
sors, are  legally  organized  and  established  as  and  are  hereby  made 
an  existing  corporation,  under  the  name  of  The  Worcester  So- 
ciety of  Antiquity,  with  the  powers,  rights  and  privileges,  and 
subject  to  the  limitations,  duties  and  restrictions,  which  bj'  law 
appertain  thereto. 

WitaejBtjS!  my  official  signature  hereunto  subscribed, 

(l.  s.)      and  the  seal  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

hereunto  affixed  this  twentj'-second  day  of  March,  in 

the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  aud 

8event3'-seven. 

HENRY  B.  PEIRCE, 

Secretary  of  the  CommoDwealth. 


CONSTITUTION. 


(As  amended  June  3, 1879.) 


ARTICLE  I. 


NAME. 


This  Society  shall  be  called   The    Worcester   Society    of 

AsTlVil'ITY. 


ARTICLE  IL 


OBJECT. 


The  purposes  of  this  Societ}'  shall  be : 

1.  To  cultivate  and  encourage  among  its  members  a  love  and 
admiration  for  antiquarian  research  and  archaeological  science ; 
and,  so  far  as  possible,  to  rescue  IVom  oblivion  any  historical 
matter  that  might  otherwise  be  lost. 

2.  The  collection  and  preservation  of  antique  relics  of  every 
description. 
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,  OFFICERS. 


«  * 
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The  officers  of  this  Society  shall  consist  of  a  President,  two 
Vice  Presidents,  Secretary,  Treasurer  and  Librarian.  Each  oDl- 
cer  shall  be  elected  bv  ballot,  and  only  one  officer  shall  be  ballot- 
ed  for  at  the  same  time.  A  majority  of  the  ballots  shall  be  suffi- 
cient to  elect.  They  shall  hold  office  for  the  term  of  one  3'ear, 
and  until  their  successors  are  chosen. 


ARTICLE  IV. 
DUTIES  OF  OFFICERS. 

1 .  President.  It  shall  be  the  dut}'^  of  the  President  to  preside 
at  all  meetings,  when  present.  In  his  absence  the  First  Vice 
President  shall  preside ;  in  the  absence  of  the  latter,  the  Second 
Vice  President  shall  preside  ;  and  in  the  absence  of  all  three,  a 
President  ^ro  tern,  shall  be  chosen. 

2.  Secretary,  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  keep  a 
record  of  all  meetings  of  the  Societ}'  in  a  book  provided  for  that 
purpose ;  to  issue  all  notices  of  meetings,  with  the  time  and  place 
of  same  ;  to  conduct  the  general  correspondence  of  the  Society  ; 
shall  notify  all  persons  of  their  election  as  members  of  the  Soci^ 
ety ;  shall  notify  all  members  elected  to  office  who  were  not  pres- 
ent at  the  time  of  their  election,  within  ten  daj's  thereafter ;  and 
at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office  shall  turn  over  to  his  suc- 
cessor all  books  and  papers  in  his  possession  belonging  to  the 
Society. 

3.  Treasurer.    The  Treasurer  shall  be  sole  custodian  of  the 
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funds  of  the  Society,  and  of  all  property  or  titles  to  property, 
r^  or  perBouaU  belonging  to  the  Societ}',  except  such  as  is  other- 
wise provided  for.  He  sh&ll  assess  and  collect  all  dues  and  taxes 
voted  by  the  Society,  receive  any  legacies  bequeathed  or  dona- 
tions made  to  its  funds ;  shall  disburse  the  moneys  so  received 
and  collected,  on  a  written  order  signed  by  the  President  and 
Secretary,  but  not  otherwise.  He  shall  keep  in  a  book  provided 
for  the  purpose  a  tme  account  of  all  receipts  and  disbursements  ; 
shall  submit  the  same  to  the  inspection  of  an}''  member  when  the 
request  is  made ;  shall  submit  in  writing  a  report  of  aU  his  re- 
ceipts and  disbursements  for  the  year,  and  exhibit  his  vouchers 
for  the  same  at  each  annual  meeting ;  shall  furnish  a  bond  for 
the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties,  whenever  the  Society,  by  a 
vote,  may  so  direct ;  and  shall,  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
office,  place  in  the  hands  of  his  successor  all  books  papers  and 
other  propert}^  in  his  possession  belonging  to  the  Society. 

4.  Librarian,  The  Librarian  shall  be  the  sole  custodian  of 
lK>oks,  pamphlets,  relics,  coins,  medals,  engi*avings  and  other 
collections  belonging  to  the  Society ;  shall  catalogue  the  same  in 
a  book  kept  for  the  purpose  ;  shall  have  the  care  of  the  entire 
collection,  together  with  the  room  in  which  they  are  kept,  and 
shall  report  the  condition  of  the  same  at  each  annual  meeting. 

ARTICLE  V. 

COMMITTEES. 

1 .  The  President,  First  and  Second  Vice  Presidents,  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  shall  constitute  a  committee  of  five,  to  be  known 
as  the  Executive  committee,  who  shall  have  in  chaise  the  general 
interest  of  the  Society ;  shall  prepare  for  press  and  have  the  care 
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of  all  publications  of  the  Society,  unless  by  a  vote  the  Society-  sec 
fit,  when  desirable,  to  elect  *a  special  committee  for  that  purpose ; 
may  prepare  and  present  business  ;  may  solicit  and  secure,  when 
practicable,  donations  to  the  Society's  funds,  or  collections ;  shall 
see  that  the  orders  of  the  Society  are  promptly  carried  out,  and 
that  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution  are  studiousl}'  maintained. 

2.  This  Society  shall,  at  its  annual  meeting  in  January,  1877, 
elect  by  ballot  three  persons — one  to  serve  for  one  year,  one  for 
two  years,  and  one  for  three  years — and  one  for  three  3'ears  at 
each  annual  meeting  succeeding — who  shall  be  called  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Nominations.  It  shall  be  their  duty  to  exam- 
ine the  qualifications  of  every  person  proposed  for  membership, 
and  to  put  in  nomination  such  persons  as  the}'  in  their  judgment 
think  will  promotp  the  interests  of  the  Society.  Other  Commit- 
tees may  be  chosen,  as  occasion  requires,  but  all  committees  shall 
report  their  doings  in  writing. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

MEMBERS. 

1.  The  name  and  qualifications  for  membership  of  an}*  person 
of  good  moral  character,  having  an  interest  in  the  objects  of  this 
Society,  may  be  presented  at  any  meeting  thereof  and  referred 
to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Nominations ;  and  such  person 
may,  at  the  next  regular  meeting,  on  nomination  by  said  com- 
mittee, be  elected  by  a  two-thirds  ballot  of  those  present.  But 
no  person  shall  be  considered  a  member  of  this  Society  until  he 
has  signed  the  Constitution  and  paid  into  the  Treasury  the  sum 
of  two  dollars. 
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ARTICLE  VII. 

UONOBART  AND  CORRESPONDING    MEMBERS. 

Honorary  and  Corresponding  members  may  be  proposed  and 
elected  in  the  same  manner  as  prescribed  for  active  members ; 
but  corresponding  members  shall  not  be  residents  of  the  city  of 
Worcester. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

DUTIES  OF  MEMBERS. 

It  shall  be  the  dut}'  of  each  member  to  till  any  office  or  perform 
any  ser>ice  to  which  he  may  be  elected  or  appointed  ;  to  endeav- 
or to  secure  for  the  Society  whatever  he  can  that  will  add  to  the 
number  or  value  of  its  collections ;  to  bring  it  to  the  knowledge 
and  consideration  of  persons  of  similar  tastes  and  pursuits ;  to 
propose  for  membership  such  persons  as  are  known  to  be  inter- 
ested in  its  work. 

"2.  It  shall  be  the  dutj*  of  Honorary  and  Corresponding  mem- 
bers to  endeavor  to  secure  articles  for  its  collection,  and  to  inter- 
est themselves  for  its  honor  and  prosperity.  Honorary*  members 
are  expected  to  correspond  with  the  Society'  at  least  once  a  year ; 
Corresponding  members,  twice  a  year,  and  both  Houorarj-  and 
Corresponding  members  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of 
active  members,  except  the  right  to  vote  or  hold  office,  and  shall 
be  exempt  fix>m  the  admission  fee  and  all  assessments. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

MEETINGS. 

The  annual  meeting  for  the  election  of  officers  and  the  trans- 
action of  other  business,  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in 
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December  of  each  year,  at  which  time  the  several  annual  reports 
from  officers  and  departments  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Society. 
The  newl}'  elected  officers  shall  not,  however,  assume  their  offi- 
cial duties  until  the  first  Tuesday  in  the  month  of  January*  follow- 
ing. The  other  regular  meetings  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Tues- 
day of  each  of  the  remaining  months  in  the  j'ear,  excepting  Au- 
gust. Special  meetings  may  be  called  b}-  the  President,  or  upon 
the  written  request  of  any  three  members  of  the  Societ}'.  Five 
members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

ARTICLE  X. 

ASSESSMENTS   AND  DISBURSEMENTS. 

1.  Taj).  The  Society  may  at  any  regular  meeting,  bj-  a  vote, 
assess  a  tax  upon  its  members,  not  exceeding  one  dollar  per  cap- 
ita; but  at  any  annual  meeting  the  Society  may  assess  such  sum 
as  may  be  needed  for  carrying  on  the  aflfairs  of  the  Society'. 

2.  Life  Membership.  Any  member  who  shall  at  any  one  time 
pay  into  the  treasury  the  sum  of  twent3'-five  dollars  shall  be  a  life 
member,  and  shall  thereafter  be  exempt  f^om  all  assessments. 

3.  Claima.  All  claims  against  the  Societ}'  shall  be  approved 
by  the  member  contracting  the  same,  and  paid  by  the  Treasurer, 
on  a  written  order  signed  by  the  President  and  Secretary. 

ARTICLE  XL 

FAILURES,  WITHDRAWALS,  EXPULSIONS. 

1 .  Any  member  who  for  two  consecutive  j'ears  shall  fail  to  pay 
any  assessment  made  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this 
Constitution,  and  shall  give  no  satisfactory  reason  therefor,  shall 
cease  to  be  a  member  of  the  Society,  and  the  Treasurer  shall 
notify  the  Secretar}^  who  shall  make  record  of  the  fact. 
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Withdruiniln,  Any  membei' may  withdraw  from  the  Society 
by  giving  notice  of  bis  intention  to  the  Secretarj-  and  paying  all 
asseitsmenta  due  at  the  time  of  giving  aiich  notice,  and  the  Sec- 
retary shall  make  i-ecord  of  the  fact. 

A.  HxpuUioHX.  Any  member  may,  for  any  breach  of  trust  or 
malfeasance  in  office,  or  for  any  other  cauxe,  be  expelled  ftom 
the  Society  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  those  present  at  any  reg- 
ular meeting ;  Provided,  that  the  number  present  shall  not  be 
less  than  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  active  members. — 
Bat  no  member  shall  be  expelled  from  the  Society  without  first 
having  an  opportunity  to  explain  his  case  at  some  regular  meeting. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

AMENDMENTS. 

Alterations  or  amendments  to  the  Constitution  may  be  made 
at  any  r^ular  meeting,  by  a  two'thirds  vote ;  provided,  that  a 
notice  of  the  proposed  change  has  been  given  in  writing  at  some 
previous  meeting. 

ARTICLE  XIII. 

On  the  adoption  of  the  foregoing  Constitution,  all  other  articles 
previously  nsed  for  the  government  of  this  Society  are  hereby 
repealed. 
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CLABE  JILLSON. 
ELLERY  B.  CRANE. 
DANIEL  SEAGRATE. 
JAMES  A.  SMITH. 
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PRESIDENT, 

SAMUEL  E.  STAPLES. 

TICE-PRBSIDBNTS, 

CLARK  JILLSON,  ELLERY  B.  CRANE. 

SECRETART, 

DANIEL  SEAGRAVE. 

TREASURER, 

JAMES  A.  SMITH. 

LIBRARIAN, 

JOHN  G.  SMITH. 

BXECUTIYB  COMMITTEE, 

SAMUEL  E.  STAPLES,  CLARK  JILLSON, 

ELLERY  B.  CRANE,  DANIEL  SEAGRAVE, 

JAMES  A.  SMITH. 

STANDING  COMMITTEE  ON  NOMINATIONS, 

ALBERT  A.  LOVELL,  for  1  year. 
FRANKLIN  P.  RICE,  for  2  years. 
CHARLES  R.  JOHNSON,  for  3  years. 


Hon.  Clabk  Jillson, Worcester. 

Elleby  Bicknell  Cbanb,  Esq Worcester. 


Rev.  Lucius  Robinson  Paige,  D.  D.,     •       .       .  Cambridgeport,  Mass. 

Clabendon  Habbis,  Esq., Worcester,  Mass. 

Hod.  Chablbs  Hudson, Lexington,  Maas. 

Hon.  John  Dennison  Baldwin,  A.  M.,         ...  Worcester,  Macs. 
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SAJitTSL  EuAS  SxAPLSB, Worcester. 

DA5IXL  SsAG&AVS,         ......•,  Worcester. 

FaANKLnr  Pibbce  Rics, Worcester. 

JoHjr  Geobgb  Smitii,       ..•,.,.,  Worcester. 

BiCHABD  O'Fltnn, Worcester. 

BeT.ALBSBTTTi.ES, Oxford. 

Davis  Babbbb,  ,       .       , Worcester, 

FsAircis  SxEDXAir,     ...»...,  Worcester. 

WnxiAM  Macbeady, Worcester. 

OuN  Lane  Mesbiam, Worcester. 

HsBBEBT  Hbkbt  Thompson, Worcester. 

ExuAn  Habbinoton  Mabshaix, Worcester. 

WiLLXAM  Augustus  Sheldon, Worcester. 

WiLLLAu  Blaine  Howe, .  Worcester. 

Chablbs  Renbsalaeb  Johnson,  A.  B.,       .       .       .       .  Worcester. 

Jambs  Andbew  Smith,  Esq., Worcester. 

Augustus  Stone, Worcester. 

Hon.  Clabk  JiLiJsoVj       ••••••••  Worcester* 

Edward  Richadson  Lawbence, Worcester. 

Henbt  Phelps, Worcester. 

Albsbt  Alfonzo  liOTELL,  Esq.,     ..••..  Worcester. 

Ellest  BiCKNELL  Cbane,  Esq., Worcester. 

Augustus  Coolidge,       •...••..  Worcester. 

Bey.  Thomas  Elliott  St.  John,  A.  M.,         ....  Worcester. 

Edwabo  IssACHAB  CoMiNS, Worcester. 

Thomas  Melvin  LamBi Worcester. 

DwiohtAbmbbt  Davis, Worcester. 

Benjamin  John  Dodge, Worcester. 

Isaac  KxwTON  Mbtcalf, Worcester. 

Geobob  SuMNEB,      -...•..,..  Worcester. 

Joseph  ^TE  Bates,  M.  D.,     .......  Worcester. 

Alexander  Cole  Mukboe, Worcester. 

Dr.  Charles  Wh:tnbt  Estabboob, Worcester. 


t  Nd.  648.  ) 
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E  IT  KNOWN,  That  whereas  Samuel  Eliab  Staples,  Clabk 
JiLLSoy,  Ellebt  B.  Cbane,  Daniel  Seaobave,  Fbanklix 
PiEBGE  Rice,  James  Andbew  Smith,  Albebt  Alfonzo  Loyell  and 
Albert  Ttleb,  have  associated  themselves  with  the  intention  of  forming 
a  corporation  under  the  name  of 

Wit  'Witftutitvi  JBjxtbl^  ixf  jtidiJittH^^ 

for  the  purpose  of  cultivating  and  encouraging  among  its  members  a  love 
and  admiration  for  antiquarian  research  and  archfeological  science ;  and, 
so  far  as  practicable,  to  rescue  from  oblivion  any  historical  matter  that 
might  otiierwise  be  lost ;  also,  the  collection  and  preservation  of  antiqua- 
rian relics  of  every  description,  with  a  capital  of  an  amount  not  yet  estab- 
lished, nor  divided  into  shares,  and  have  complied  with  the  provisions  of  • 
the  Statutes  of  this  Commonwealth  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  as 
appears  from  the  certificate  of  the  President,  Treasurer,  and  Directors  of 
said  corporation  duly  approved  by  the  Commissioner  of  Corporations,  and 
recorded  in  this  office  : 

^b,  S^ertfort,  I,  Hexby  B.  Peibce,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  do  hebebt  cebtify,  that  said  S.  £.  Staples,  C.  Jili^ 
BON,  E.  B.  Cbane,  D.  Seaqbave,  F.  P.  Rice,  J.  A.  Smitu,  A.  A.  Lov- 
ell  and  A.  Tyleb,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  legally  organized 
and  established  as  and  are  hereby  made  an  existing  corporation,  under  the 
name  of  TnE  Wobcestkb  Society  of  Antiquity,  with  the  powers, 
rights  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  the  limitations,  duties  and  restrictions, 
which  by  law  appertain  thereto. 

[  L.  s.  ]  WITNESS  my  official  signature  hereunto  subscribed,  and 
the  seal  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  hereunto 
affixed  this  twenty-second  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eijght  hundred  and  seventy-seven. 

HENRY  B.  PEIRCE, 

Secretary  of  the  ComfnonUtealth, 


>/^^>:* 
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PROCEEDINGS 

For   1875. 
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ORIGIN  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

The  wants  and  needs  of  a  community  like  the  one 
in  which  we  live,  both  present  and  prospective,  are 
liable  to  remain  unsatisfied  unless  some  person  volun- 
teers to  give  direction  to  individual  thought,  so  that 
each  may  understand  the  wants  of  the  many,  and  all 
unite  their  efforts  to  promote  a  common  cause. 

The  union  of  distinct  and  independent  forces,  the 
bringing  together  of  isolated  rays  of  intellectual  light, 
and  the  aggregation  of  individual  research,  require 
such  peculiar  talent  as  would  seem  to  be  beyond  the 
comprehension  of  a  large  majority  of  mankind. 

That  there  has  been,  and  now  is,  in  the  city  of 
Worcester,  a  considerable  number  of  persons,  includ- 
ing some  in  the  humble  walks  of  life,  who  have  been 
and  are  deeply  interested  in  the  preservation  from 
oblivion  of  all  historical  matter  relating  to  Worcester 
or  Worcester  County,  as  well  as  in  the  collection  of 
rare  and  ancient  books,  pamphlets,  prints,  engravint^s, 
pictures,  autographs  and  coins,  together  with  imple- 
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ments  and  manufactures  representing  the  arts,  sci- 
ences and  industry  of  former  generations,  no  reason- 
able person  will  venture  to  doubt.  Though  their 
tastes  were  in  many  respects  similar,  they  were  not 
acquainted  with  each  other,  and,  so  far  as  their  anti- 
quarian research  was  concerned,  each  was  confined 
to  the  narrow  limit  of  the  meagre  result  of  his  own 
efforts,  without  receiving  any  substantial  benefit  from 
what  others  had  accomplished. 

The  bringing  together  of  some  of  these  persons  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  a  Society  is  due  to  the  fore- 
sight and  ability  of  Samuel  E.  Staples,  who,  after 
consultation  with  one  or  two  others,  sent  out  the 
following  brief  card  of  invitation : 

Worcester,  Mass.,  January  21st,  1875. 

To  John    G.    Smitli,   Daniel   Seagrave,   Richard    O'Flynn   and 
Franklin  P.  Rice: 

Gentlemen — ^It  has  been  proposed  to  form  a  Soqiety  for  the  pur- 
pose of  increasing  an  interest  in  archaeological  science,  and  to 
rescue  from  oblivion  such  historical  matter  as  would  otherwise  be 
lost ;  and  you  are  respectfully  invited  to  meet  a  few  gentlemen  for 
consultation  and  such  action  as  may  be  thought  best,  at  the  house 
of  the  writer,  No.  1  Lincoln  Place  (rear  of  No.  69  Lincoln  street,) 
on  Saturday  next  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.  Hoping  you  may  find  it  con- 
venient to  be  present  for  an  hour, 

I  am,  yours  respectfully, 

SAMUEL  E.  STAPLES. 

The  first  preliminary  meeting  was  held  January 
24th,  1875,  at  the  residence  of  Samuel  E.  Staples,  No. 
1  Lincoln  Place,  Worcester,  Mass.,  in  accordance  with 
the  above  invitation.  There  were  present,  besides 
Mr.  Staples,  John  G.  Smith,  Richard   O'Flynn   and 
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Franklin  P.  Rice.  The  matter  involved  in  the  invi- 
tation to  this  meeting  was  freely  discussed,  and  it  was 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  those  present  that  an 
organization  formed  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  said 
invitation  would  be  useful  and  desirable,  provided  a 
sufficient  number  of  persons  could  be  found  who 
would  take  an  interest  therein. 

Mr.  Staples  presented  the  following  Constitution 
for  consideration,  and  the  meeting  was  then  adjourned 
to  January  30th : 

CONSTITUTION. 

NAME   AND   PURPOSE. 

Article  1.  The  name  of  this  organization  shall  be  The 
Worcester  Societt  op  Antiquity,  and  its  object  and  pur- 
pose to  foster  in  its  members  a  love  and  admiration  for  antiqua- 
rian research  and  archaeological  science,  and  the  rescue  from  obliv- 
ion of  such  historical  matter  as  would  otherwise  be  lost. 

MEMBERS. 

Article  2.  Any  person  of  good  character,  having  an  interest 
in  the  objects  of  this  Sodety,  and  having  been  proposed  at  a  pre- 
vious meeting,  may  be  admitted  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  members 
present,  on  condition  of  contributing  to  its  interests,  attending  its 
meetings,  and  conforming  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
Society. 

OFFICERS. 

Article  3.  The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  consist  of  a 
President,  Vice  President,  Secretary,  Treasurer  and  Librarian, 
who  shall  be  elected  annually,  in  the  mouth  of  January,  on  sepa- 
rate ballots,  and  shall  respectively  hold  their  office  until  a  successor 

is  chosen. 

meetings. 

Article  4.  Meetings  for  business  and  for  the  general  good 
of  the  Society  shall  be  held  on  the  last  Saturday  of  each  month, 
excepting  July  and  August,  and  as  much  more  frequently  as  the 
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interests  of  the  Society  may  reqaire ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  President  and  Secretary,  jointly,  to  notify  the  members  in 
writing  of  the  time  and  place  of  all  stated  meetings,  and  of  all 
other  meetings  which  in  their  judgment  the  interests  of  the  associ- 
ation require  should  be  held. 

QUORUM. 

Article  5.  Five  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the 
transaction  of  business ;  but  a  less  number  may  hold  meetings  for 
consultation  and  general  improvement. 

EXPENSES. 

Article  6.  The  expenses  of  the  Society  shall  be  liquidated 
by  voluntary  contributions  from  its  members,  or  others  who  may 
be  interested  in  the  objects  of  the  association. 

ALTERATIONS. 

Article  7.  This  Constitution  may  be  altered  or  amended  in 
such  manner  as  the  interests  of  the  Society  may  require ;  notice  of 
such  alteration  or  amendment  having  been  given  at  a  previous 
meeting,  two-thirds  of  the  members  voting  therefor. 

The  second  preliminary  meeting  was  held  at  the 
printing  office  of  Tyler  &  Seagrave,  No.  442  Main 
street,  Worcester,  Mass.,  Jan.  30th,  1875.  Present, 
Samuel  E.  Staples,  John  G.  Smith,  Franklin  P. 
Rice  and  Daniel  Seagrave.  Samuel  E.  Staples  was 
chosen  chairman  and  Daniel  Seagrave  secretary.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Seagrave,  it  was  unanimously  voted 
that  those  present  form  themselves  into  a  Society,  the 
objects  thereof  to  be  such  as  set  forth  in  the  circular 
of  invitation. 

The  Constitution  presented  at  the  previous  meet- 
ing was  read  and  referred  to  a  committee  consisting 
of  Samuel  E.  Staples  and  John  G.  Smith. 

The  third  preliminary  meeting  was  held  Feb.  13th, 
1875,  at  the  same  place  as  the  former  meeting,  and 
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was  called  to  order  by  the  chairman.  There  were 
present  Samuel  K  Staples,  John  G.  Smith,  Franklin 
P.  Rice,  Richard  O'Flynn,  Henry  D.  Barber,  Henry 
F.  Stedman  and  Daniel  Seagrave.  The  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  Constitution  made  the  follow- 
ing report : 

Worcester,  Feb.  13th,  1875. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  draft  of  a  Constitution 
for  revision  have  attended  to  their  duty,  and  submit  the  following 
report: 

After  duly  considering  the  various  names  that  have  been  sug- 
gested for  the  association,  they  have  unanimously  agreed  that  the 
one  first  proposed,  viz.:  "The  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity," 
is  th6  most  suitable,  as  it  covers  the  whole  ground  for  which  the 
assodadon  is  to  be  formed,  and  is  sufficiently  comprehensive  to 
embrace  all  persons,  in  every  place,  who  may  desire  to  become 
members  of  the  association,  and  the  committee  therefore  recom- 
mend its  adoption. 

Article  seoond  is  so  changed  that  propositions  shall  be  in  writ- 
ing, and  a  two-thirds  vote  of  members  present  be  required  to  admit 
members. 

Article  fourth  is  presented  in  a  new  draft. 

Article  sixth,  for  the  word  ^  shall "  read  *^  may,"  and  the  follow- 
ing additional  clause :  ^  but  in  case  the  necessity  arise,  the  mem- 
bers may  be  assessed  for  such  amount  as  the  interests  of  the  Soci- 
ety require/' 

The  proposed  Constitution^  as  revised  by  these  and  other 
amendments  herein  specified,  will  then  read  as  follows : 

CONSTITUTION. 

NAME   AND   PURPOSE. 

Article  1.  The  name  of  this  organization  shall  be  The  Wor- 
cester Society  op  Antiquity,  and  its  object  and  purpose  to  foster 
in  its  members  a  love  and  admiration  for  antiquarian  research  and 
archaeolo^cal  science,  and  to  rescue  from  oblivion  such  historical 
matter  as  would  otherwise  be  lost. 


MEMBERS. 

Article  2.  Any  person  of  good  character,  having  an  interest 
in  the  objects  of  this  Society,  and  having  been  proposed  in  writing 
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at  a  previous  meeting,  may  be  admitted  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the 
members  present,  on  condition  of  contributing  to  its  interests, 
attending  the  meetings,  so  far  as  practicable,  and  conforming  to  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  Society. 

OFFICERS. 

Article  3.  The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  consbt  of  a  Pres- 
ident, Vice  President,  Secretary,  Treasurer  and  Librarian,  who 
shall  be  elected  annually,  at  the  stated  meeting  in  January,  on 
separate  ballots,  and  shall  respectively  hold  their  office  until  a 
successor  is  chosen. 

meetings. 

Article  4.  Meetings  for  business  and  for  the  general  inters 
ests  of  the  Society  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  each 
month,  excepting  July  and  August ;  and  also  such  special  meetings 
as  the  interests  of  the  Society  may  require ;  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  President  and  Secretary,  jointly,  to  notify  the  mem- 
bers in  writing  of  the  time  and  place  of  all  stated  meetings,  and  of 
all  special  meetings  which  in  their  judgment  (or  upon  the  written 
request  of  any  three  members,)  the  interests  of  the  association 
require  should  be  held. 

QUORUM. 

Article  5.  Five'  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the 
transaction  of  business,  but  a  less  number  may  hold  meetings  for 
consultation  and  general  improvement. 

EXPEK8B8. 

Article  6.  The  expenses  of  the  Society  may  be  liquidated 
by  voluntary  contributions  of  its  members,  or  other  persons  who 
may  be  interested  in  the  objects  of  the  association ;  but  in  case  the 
necessity  arise,  the  members  may  be  assessed  for  such  amount  as 
the  interests  of  the  Society  require. 

ALTERATIONS. 

Article  7.  This  Constitution  may  be  altered  or  amended  at 
any  stated  meeting  of  the  Society,  notice  of  such  alteration  or 
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amendment  haTing  been  given  in  writing  at  a  previoas  business 
meeting,  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  voting  therefor. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  E.  STAPLES, 
JOHN  G.  SMITH. 

The  above  Constitution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  first  regular  meeting  of  The  Worcester  Society 
OF  Antiquity,  under  the  Constitution,  was  held  at  the 
printing  office  of  Tyler  &  Seagrave,  No.  442  Main 
street,  Worcester,  Mass.,  March  2d,  1875.  There 
were  present  Henry  D.  Barber,  Eichard  O'Flynn, 
Franklin  P.  Bice,  John  G.  Smith,  William  Macready 
and  Daniel  Seagrave.  In  the  absence  of  the  chair- 
man, Henry  D.  Barber  was  elected  chairman  pro  tern. 
The  Society  was  then  duly  organized  by  the  election 
of  the  following  officers  : 

President,  Samuel  E.   Staples;    Vice    President, 

Henry    D.   Barber;  Secretary,    Daniel    Seagrave; 

Treasurer,  Henry  F.  Stedman;    Librarian,  John  G. 
Smith. 

Thus  was  organized  a  society  whose  future  prom- 
ises the  most  gratifying  results.  A  committee,  con- 
sisting of  John  G.  Smith  and  Daniel  Seagrave,  was 
appointed  to  take  into  consideration  certain  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  April  6th,  1875.  The 
President,  who  was  absent  at  the  time  of  his  election, 
favored  the  Society  with  the  following  address : 

ADDRESS    OF  THS   PRESIDENT. 

The  Worcester  Society  op  Antiquity  is  designed  to  encour- 
age historical  research.    That  there  is  a  necessity  for  such  an  organi- 


i6 

zation  in  this  communitj  may  be  seen  when  we  consider  that  in 
this  city  of  flftj  thousand  inhabitants,  with  its  many  institutions  of 
learning  (in  literature,  art  and  the  sciences,)  there  is  no  other  insti- 
tution of  this  kind  that  meets  the  popular  demand.  The  Ameri- 
can Antiquarian  Society  may  be  properly  called  a  national  institu- 
tion, supported  and  maintained  by  gentlemen  of  eminence  in  their 
several  walks  and  professions,  embracing  in  its  membership  per- 
sons of  the  rarest  culture  and  most  profound  knowledge.  Such 
an  institution  is  useful  beyond  calculation,  in  securing,  devel- 
oping and  preserving  historical  knowledge,  but  it  fails  to  meet 
the  wants  of  many  persons  interested  in  like  researches  and  pur- 
poses, who  are  not  so  fortunate  as  to  be  reckoned  among  the  mem- 
bers of  so  honorable  a  body. 

It  is  hoped  aud  believed  that  this  new  Society  may  meet  this 
demand,  while  it  will  in  no  sense  be  regarded  as  a  rival  of  the 
older  Society,  but  rather  an  auxiliary  to  it.  In  order,  then,  for 
this  association  to  be  the  most  useful  to  its  members,  and  ultimately 
to  the  public  at  large,  it  is  very  important  that  each  one  of  us 
pursue  with  diligence  and  careful  inquiry  the  several  topics  of 
interest  that  fall  within  our  sphere. 

Historical  research  and  the  preservation  of  historical  matter  is 
the  underlying  principle  that  should  prompt  us  in  our  efforts  for 
the  attainment  and  the  dissemination  of  knowledge.  Though  this 
Society  enters  the  field  of  inquiry,  the  paths  of  which  have  been 
travelled  by  so  many  illustrious  men,  there  is  room  enough  and  to 
spare  for  the  few  congenial  minds  with  which  we  start  our  organi- 
zation, and  the  prospective  numbers,  large  and  cultivated  as  we 
expect  them  to  be  in  the  future,  who  may  be  attracted  to  this 
organization.  The  natural  benefits  to  be  derived  from  this  associ- 
ation are  not  to  be  overlooked.  The  field  of  inquiry  is  so  broad 
that  each  one  may  here  and  there  cull  a  fiower  with  which  to 
beautify  our  institution,  or  bring  in  the  harvested  fruit  to  enrich 
our  membership.  Let  each  one  do  his  part,  both  in  spring-time 
and  harvest,  that  our  gamers  may  be  filled. 

By  the  records  of  the  last  meeting,  it  appears  by  the  votes  then 
cast  you  did  me  the  honor  to  elect  me  as  the  first  President  of  this 
Society.  While  I  appreciate  the  honor  thus  conferred,  I  can  only 
wish  tliat  it  had  fallen  upon  some  other  person  much  better  quali- 
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fied,  or  that  I  could  bring  more  ability  to  the  performance  of  the 
dades  of  the  office.  Desiring  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  this 
new  oi^anization,  I  shall  do  what  I  can  to  promote  its  interests, 
doubting  not  bat  that  I  shall  receive  the  hearty  cooperation  of  all 
its  members. 

At  the  regular  meeting  held  May  4thy  1876,  the 
Committee  on  Amendments  to  the  Constitution, 
appointed  March  2d,  1875,  reported  an  article  relatr 
ing  to  honorary  members,  which  was  adopted  and 
numbered  three  (3),  the  numbers  of  the  following 
articles  being  changed  to  correspond  therewith.  This 
article  was  as  follows : 

HONORABT  MXMBBRS. 

ABTICI.E  3.  Any  person  of  good  moral  character,  interested 
in  antiquarian  research,  and  haying  a  desire  to  assist  in  the  objects 
of  this  Society,  and  having  been  proposed  in  writing  at  a  previous 
meeting,  may  be  admitted  an  honorary  member  thereof  on  receiv- 
ing a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present  Honorary  mem- 
bers shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  other  members, 
except  the  right  to  vote  and  hold  office. 

The  last  meeting  of  the  year  was  held  December 
7th,  1875,  at  the  residence  of  John  G.  Smith,  No.  53 
Lincoln  street  At  the  close  of  the  meeting  remarks 
were  made  by  the  members  relating  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  Society  during  its  brief  existence.  Mr.  John 
G.  Smith  said  that  he  felt  very  much  encouraged  by 
the  present  condition  of  the  Society ;  that  it  had  far 
exceeded  his  utmost  expectations ;  and  he  congratu- 
lated the  members  on  the  benefit  they  had  already 
derived  from  their  connection  with  it  At  the  close 
of  this  year  the  Society  was  composed  of  twelve 

members. 
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The  interest  manifested  on  the  part  of  the  friends 
of  this  Society,  in  its  progress  and  welfare,  cannot  fail 
to  produce  the  most  satisfactory  results.  The  large 
number  of  books,  many  of  them  rare  and  expensive, 
collected  by  the  members  of  this  Society  during  the 
present  year,  will  have  a  tendency  to  stiniidate  more 
persistent  efforts  in  the  same  direction  during  the 
year  to  come.  Our  members  now  have  in  their  libra* 
ries  some  of  the  oldest  and  rarest  printed  books  in 
existence ;  and  when  these  collections  are  brought 
together  they  will  form  one  of  the  most  valuable 
antique  libraries  in  the  country.  ' 

With  these  encouragements  the  Society  closes  the 
first  year  of  its  existence ;  and  the  members-  feel  that 
they  are  justified  in  expressing  their  complete  confi- 
dence in  the  success  of  this  new  enterprise. 
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The  first  annual  meeting  of  The  Worcester  Society 
OF  ANnQUiTY  was  held  at  the  residence  of  Samuel  E. 
Staples,  President  of  the  Society,  at  No.  1  Lincoln 
Place,  Worcester,  Mass.,  January  4th,  1876.  At  this 
meeting  the  following  officers  were  elected : 

President,  Samuel  K  Staples;  Vice  President, 
Henry  D,  Barber;  Secretary,  Daniel  Seagrave;  Treas- 
urer, Henry  F.  Stedman ;    Librarian,  John  G.  Smith. 

The  President  delivered  his  address,  as  follows  : 

Gentlemen — ^In  accepting  the  position  to  which  by  your  votes  I 
have  been  assigned  for  another  year,  I  desire  to  return  my  sincere 
thanks  for  the  confidence  shown  and  the  honor  conferred  upon  me. 

Conscious  in  some  measure  of  the  poor  qualifications  I  bring  to 
the  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  office,  yet  with  the  aid  and 
cooperation  that  I  hope  to  receive  at  the  hands  of  every  member, 
I  trust  and  sincerely  hope  that  we  shall  be  able  to  place  this  Soci- 
ety upon  a  sure  foundation,  and  make  it  an  organization  the  power 
and  usefulness  of  which  shall  be  acknowledged  wherever  it  may 
be  known. 

With  gratitude  to  that  Being  without  whose  notice  not  a  spar- 
row falls  to  the  ground,  let  us  be  mindful  of  His  goodness  and 
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mercy  to  ns  in  the  past,  and  let  ns  striye  faithfully  in  the  future  to 
perform  with  diligence  the  obligation  of  each  passing  hour. 

And  now  as  we  enter  upon  the  duties  of  a  new  year,  this  Soci- 
ety observes  its  first  anniversary.  Thus  far  of  short  duration,  little 
experience  and  few  in  numbers,  some  of  whom  have  been  classed  as 
^  middle  men,'*  *  nevertheless  the  purposes  of  the  organization  have 
been  accomplished  in  the  encouragement  of  historical  research  and 
the  preservation  of  historical  matter.  Associated  labor  is  calcu- 
lated to  produce  much  greater  results  than  the  independent  effort 
of  an  individual  aloue.  By  association  we  are  quickened  and 
incited  to  greater  diligence  and  stronger  effort,  consequentiy  more 
is  accomplished  than  could  be  done  without  such  united  purpose. 
The  advantages  of  associations  like  our  own  are  apparent,  and  no 
argument  is  needed  to  show  their  importance. 

The  recent  circular  from  the  commissioners  of  the  proposed  cen- 
tennial celebration,  recommending  that  an  historical  address,  hav- 
ing special  reference  to  local  history,  be  delivered  in  every  town  or 
county  throughout  the  land  on  the  coming  anniversary  of  Ameri- 
can Independence,  and  that  such  productions  be  preserved  and 
bound  together  by  States,  forming  a  grand  history  of  our  country, 
is  a  judicious  and  wise  suggestion,  and  should  have  the  hearty 
support  of  every  patriot  and  every  historical  sodety  throughout 
our  vast  domain. 

Since  the  institution  of  The  Worcester  Society  op  Anti- 
quity, Jan.  24th,  1875,  twelve  meetings  have  been  held,  besides 
including  preliminary  meetings.  These  have  been  occasions  of  con- 
siderable interest  to  those  who  have  been  present,  and  not  without 
beneficial  results.  Matters  relating  to  the  association  have  been 
discussed,  new  members  have  been  admitted  from  time  to  time, 
and  reports  of  the  acquisitions  have  been  made,  showing  in  the 
aggregate  not  less  than  1000  volumes  and  1500  pamphlet8,tbe8ides 
numerous  portraits,  autographs  and  coins. 

One  pleasant  feature  of  our  association  has  been  in  holding  the 
meetings  of  the  Society  at  the  dwellings  of  the  members,  thus 
affording  an  opportunity  for  a  better  acquaintanceship  of  the  mem- 
bers and  the  examination  of  their  libraries,  by  which  we  have  been 


*  Vide  Proceedings  American  Antiquarian  Society,  Oct.  si,  1874. 
tSo  fir  as  reported,  1812  Tolamtii  and  1586  pamphleta. 
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inBtructed  and  eDtertained,  and  some  exchanges  have  been  effected 
to  matnal  advantage. 

It  woold  doubtless  have  been  an  easy  matter  to  greatly  increase 
our  membership,  bnt  onr  purpose  has  been  to  admit  only  those 
who  are  especially  interested  in  the  objects  of  the  association,  and 
who  will  add  to  its  interests  by  hearty  cooperation  in  our  endeav- 
ors  to  promote  its  usefulness.  Numbers  do  not  constitute  true 
strength ;  this  only  results  from  earnest,  active  effort  on  the  part 
of  those  who  are  associated  together  for  a  conunon  purpose. 

liaying  thus  far  reviewed  the  brief  history  of  our  Society,  let 
us  now  inquire  what  it  shall  be  in  the  future.  Shall  it  go  on 
increasing  in  usefulness  and  multiplying  its  numbers,  or  shall  it  be 
suffered  to  languish  and  die,  f aOing  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
place  and  the  times  ?  I  think  you  will  agree  with  me  in  saying 
it  ought  to  and  must  be  sustained. 

I  venture  to  affirm  that  not  one  who  has  helped  the  Society 
through  its  first  year  of  existence  would  be  willing  to  see  it  fall  to 
the  ground  as  unripe  fruit,  unfit  for  a  place  among  the  honored 
societies  of  the  land,  having  a  kindred  purpose  in  their  life  and 
continuance  with  our  own. 

This  Society  is  not  alone  in  laboring  under  embarrassments  in 
the  early  stages  of  its  existence ;  and  we  should  not  therefore  be 
discouraged,  for  a  brighter  day  is  sure  to  dawn  if  we  prove  faith- 
ful to  the  trust  now  imposed  upon  us. 

We  should  receive  a  new  impetus  from  the  inspiration  of  this 
centennial  year,  and  strive  with  renewed  diligence  and  energy  to 
do  our  part  in  treasuring  up  the  records  of  the  past  and  being  pre- 
pared to  transmit  to  posterity  that  which  we  have  obtained. 

In  the  language  of  another,  '^our  first  and  great  object  is  to  res- 
cue from  the  past  all  that  is  valuable  in  regard  to  New  England 
(and  I  will  add  our  whole  country),  and  to  preserve  all  that  may 
io  any  way  contribute  to  the  history  and  renown  of  her  people." 

To  rescue  from  the  past — ^that  is  one  of  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  this  Society.  O  that  we  knew  more  of  the  past — more 
concerning  those  noble  men,  the  fathers  of  our  republic,  who  a 
hundred  years  ago  were  striving  and  toiling  here  to  establish  a 
government  that  should  bless  and  elevate  mankind  and  make 
them  free. 
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While  we  cannot  know  all  we  desire,  yet  history  reveals  unto 
us  enough  to  kindle  anew  our  patriotism  and  lead  us  to  a  greater, 
a  deeper  and  truer  devotion  to  the  interests  of  our  common  coun- 
try. To  rescue  from  the  past — that  shall  be  our  motto.  Let 
nothing  worthy  of  preservation  be  lost,  but  gather  up  the  threads 
of  history,  weave  them  together,  and  let  them  be  preserved  through 
all  coming  time. 

But  why  so  anxious  about  the  past  ?  Is  it  not  the  future-  that 
most  concerns  us  ?  Most  truly  it  is ;  but  only  as  we  rightly  know 
and  estimate  the  past  shall  we  learn  wisdom  for  the  future.  The 
noble,  patriotic  and  Christian  example  of  our  worthy  sires  shall 
be  a  pattern  for  us,  in  so  far  as  they  were  exemplars  of  all  that  is 
good  and  true  in  man,  and  we  will  strive  to  imitate  their  virtues 
and  avoid  their  errors. 

Having  thus  briefly  considered  the  interests,  purposes  and 
design  of  this  association,  let  us  as  we  now  start  anew  in  life's 
pilgrimage,  ever  strive  faithfully  to  perform  our  part  of  its 
duties,  so  that  the  world  around  us  may  be  better  for  the  work  we 
may  have  done. 

At  this  meeting  the  matter  of  printing  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Society  was  referred  to  a  committee 
consisting  of  Daniel  Seagrave,  Richard  O'Flynn  and 
Franklin  P.  Rice,  who  reported  at  the  next  meeting 
in  favor  of  printing  the  proceedings,  but  final  action 
was  deferred  till  March  7th,  1876,  when  the  subject 
was  indefinitely  postponed,  and  a  committee  consist- 
ing of  Daniel  Seagrave,  Henry  D.  Barber  and  James 
A.  Smith  was  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
expediency  of  printing  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 
After  investigating  the  matter,  it  was  thought  expe- 
dient to  revise  the  Constitution,  and  at  the  regular 
•  meeting  held  October  3d,  1876,  a  committee  con- 
sisting of  Samuel  E.  Staples,  Daniel  Seagrave  and 
EUery  B.  Crane  was  appointed  to  make  such  revision ; 
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and  at  the  meeting  held  November  11th  the  commit- 
tee was  enlarged  by  adding  to  its  number  Clark  Jill- 
son  and  James  A.  Smith. 

This  committee  held  several  meetings,  and  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  year,  held  December  5th,  1876, 
at  the  residence  of  John  G.  Smith,  58  Lincoln  street, 
the  committee  reported  a  revised  Constitution,  which 
was  considered,  approved  and  laid  over  till  the  next 
meeting  for  final  adoption. 

At  the  meeting  held  May  2d,  1876,  a  committee 
consisting  of  Franklin  P.  Rice,  Richard  O'Flynn  and 
Augustus  Stone  was  appointed  to  draw  up  and  for- 
ward resolutions  to  Henry  B.  Anthony,  Senator  in 
Congress  from  Rhode  Island,  thanking  him,  in  the 
name  of  the  Society,  for  securing  the  passage  of  a 
bill  in  Congress  having  for  its  object  the  placing  of 
the  public  documents  within  the  reach  of  the  people ; 
and  at  the  meeting  of  June  6th  the  committee 
reported  the  following  resolution : 

Betohed,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  tendered  to  the 
Hon.  Henry  B.  Anthony  for  the  introduction  of  the  bill  providing 
for  the  sale  and  better  distribution  of  the  Public  Diocuments. 

Ee9oiv€dy  That  this  resolution  be  entered  upon  the  records  of 
the  Society,  and  that  a  copy  be  forwarded  to  Senator  Anthony. 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  forward  the  above, 
and  received  the  following  reply  : 

Frovtoencb,  May  17,  1876. 
Dear  Sib — ^Your  note  of  the  12th  was  forwarded  to  me  from 
Washington.     Please  express  to  the  Society  my  thanks  for  the 
complimentary  resolution  of  which  you  apprise  me. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

H.  B.  ANTHONY. 
Daniel  Seagraye,  Esq.,  Secretary. 
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At  the  same  meeting,  Charles  B.  Johnson  read  an 
interesting  paper  on  the  "  Vestiges  of  Ancient  Amer- 
ican Civilization,"  as  follows : 

Cfenilemen  of  The  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity — ^I  would  invite 
your  attention  a  short  time  this  evening  to  the  subject  of  American 
archaeology.  The  study  of  the  antiquities  of  any  nation,  to  what- 
ever period  of  time  or  to  whatever  part  of  the  world  that  nation 
belongs,  is  always  an  entertaining  one ;  but  the  investigation 
becomes  doubly  interesting  when  it  relates  to  our  own  ancestors, 
or  to  the  remains  of  other  races  which  once  flourished  where  we 
now  dwell.  Hence  we  should  all  have  a  special  concern  in  the 
topic  before  us. 

In  considering  the  ancient  civilization  of  America,  I  shall  con- 
fine myself  to  the  localities  where  the  remains  are  most  extensive, 
viz.:  Mexico,  inclining  Yucatan,  Central  America  and  Peru ;  and 
I  shall  devote  my  time  to  the  discussion  of  three  questions :  First, 
How  high  a  degree  of  civilization  is  indicated  ?  Secondly,  How 
far  back  does  that  civilization  date  ?  and,  thirdly.  Who  were  its 
authors  ? 

Beginning,  then,  with  the  first  question,  it  should  be  said  at  the 
outset  that  very  different  grades  of  skill  are  to  be  noticed  in  differ- 
ent places.  The  best  specimens  of  workmanship  are  seen  in  Yuca- 
tan and  Central  America.  Proceeding  northward,  the  ruins 
decrease  in  importance.  Travelling  to  the  south,  one  has  to  go  as 
far  as  Ecuador  before  making  valuable  discoveries,  but  neither 
there  nor  in  Peru  are  the  remains  equal  to  those  of  Guatemala  or 
Yucatan.  You  have  all  heard  of  the  ruined  cities  of  America ; 
most  of  you  have  probably  read  the  graphic  accounts  of  them  given 
by  Stephens  and  Squier,  hence  it  would  be  very  much  out  of  place 
for  me  here  to  rehearse  what  those  eminent  authors  have  said ; 
but  I  will  briefiy  describe  a  few  of  the  important  works  of  the 
ancient  people,  in  order  that  we  may  get  some  idea  of  their  skill 
and  draw  an  inference  as  to  their  condition. 

At  Palenque,  in  the  Mexican  State  of  Chiapa,  there  are 
some  remarkable  ruins.  The  most  noticeable  of  these  is  a  build- 
ing called  the  *'  Palace."  It  is  situated  on  a  terraced  pyramid, 
forty  feet  high.     This  building  is  228  feet  long,  180  feet  wide, 
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and  25  feet  high.  It  has  14  doorways  on  each  side  and  11  at  each 
end.  It  was  built  of  hewn  stone,  carefully  laid  in  mortar.  Around 
the  edifice  was  a  corridor  9  feet  wide,  roofed  by  a  pointed  arch. 
There  are  four  interior  courts,  one  of  which  measures  70  by  80 
feet.  These  courts  are  surrounded  by  corridors,  the  architectural 
work  of  which  is  richly  decorated.  The  piers  around  the  courts 
are  "covered  with  figures  in  stucco,  or  plaster,  which,  when  broken, 
reveals  six  or  more  coats  or  layers,  each  revealing  traces  of  paint- 
ing." The  sculptures  are  very  finely  executed.  Another  edifice 
at  Falenque,  called  La  Cruz,  is  so  wonderfully  ornamented  that 
Captain  Dupaix  declares  :  "  It  is  impossible  to  describe  adequately 
the  interior  decorations  of  this  sumptuous  temple ;"  and  speaking 
of  its  broken  statues,  Stephens  says:  '^In  justness  of  proportion 
and  symmetry  they  must  have  approached  the  Greek  models." 
Oiptain  Richard  Stewart,  a  recent  traveller  in  Mexico,  describes 
some  wonderful  ruins  which  he  saw  near  Multipec,  in  the  State  of 
Guadalajara.  These  ruins  are  situated  on  a  high  plateau,  and 
extend  over  a  space  of  more  than  twenty -five  acres.  The  most 
prominent  among  the  remains  is  a  quadrilateral  pyramid  500  feet 
Bqnare  and  100  feet  in  height.  On  the  side  of  the  pyramid  facing 
the  east  is  an  arched  doorway  39  feet  high  and  27  (eet  in  width, 
flanked  by  immense  sphinxes  standing  on  marble  pedestals.  There 
are  two  marble  pillars  45  feet  high  in  front  of  each  sphinx.  These 
pillars  are  ornamented  with  finely-carved  figures  and  are  covered 
with  hieroglyphics.  Passing  the  grand  entrance,  one  comes  upon 
a  stately  hall,  53  by  90  feet,  the  walls  of  which  are  adorned  with 
sculptured  figures  and  hieroglyphics.  The  ceiling  is  supported  by 
twelve  marble  pillars,  six  on  each  side,  which  are  also  covered  with 
carvings.  Four  doors  lead  from  this  hall  into  |  smaller  rooms, 
which  it  is  supposed,  from  the  character  of  the  interior,  were  used 
as  resting  places  of  the  dead.  There  are  also  doorways  which 
lead  from  the  main  hall  to  firghts  of  stone  steps  descending  to  sub- 
terranean chambers. 

In  the  State  of  Oaxaca  a  monument  has  been  found  which 
undoubtedly  was  once  used  as  an  astronomical  observatory.  This 
is  a  granite  rock  hewed  into  the  shape  of  a  pyramid,  at  the  top  of 
which  is  a  level  space,  whence  a  fine  view  of  the  heavens  can  be 
had.    On  one  side  of  the  rock  are  carved  astronomical  figures,  and 
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among  these  is  the  form  of  a  man  gazing  at  the  sky  through  a 
telescope.  There  is  strong  evidence  among  the  ruins  that  the 
ancient  people  did  not  neglect  athletic  exercises.  A  good  example 
of  this  is  shown  in  the  Gymnasium  or  Tennis  Court  at  Chicken 
Itza,  in  Yucatan,  a  structure  formed  by  two  parallel  walls  274  feet 
long,  30  feet  thick  and  120  feet  apart.  In  the  middle  of  these 
walls,  and  opposite  each  other,  are  two  stone  rings  4  feet  in  diam- 
eter, and  having  at  the  centre  an  aperture  19  inches  in  diameter. 
These  rings  are  20  feet  from  the  ground.  The  space  between 
these  walls  was  beyond  question  used  for  games,  but  what  kind  of 
games  we  cannot  tell. 

Thus  far  I  have  spoken  only  of  the  remains  in  North  America, 
but  those  in  South  America  are  also  very  important.  The  city  of 
Cuzco  was  defended  by  immense  stone  fortresses,  the  walls  of 
which  were  so  massive  as  to  make  it  appear  incredible  to  the  con- 
querors that  they  could  have  been  raised  by  human  hands.  The 
Temple  of  the  Sun  at  Cuzco  was  a  structure  of  extraordinary  size 
and  magnificence,  having  ^  a  circuit  of  more  than  four  hundred 
paces."  A  section  of  its  walls  still  exist,  forming  a  part  of  the 
Convent  of  St.  Domingo.  At  Tiahuanaco  there  evidently  onoe 
existed  a  great  city.  Cie^a  de  Leon,  describing  this  place,  says : 
^^  There  are  stones  so  large  and  so  overgrown  that  our  wonder  is 
incited,  it  being  incomprehensible  how  the  power  of  man  could 
have  placed  them  where  we  see  them.  They  are  variously 
wrought,  and  some  having  the  form  of  men  must  have  been  idols. 
Near  the  walls  are  many  caves  and  excavations  under  the  earth, 
but  in  another  place  further  west  are  other  and  greater  monu- 
ments, such  as  large  gateways  with  hinges,  platforms  and  porches, 
each  made  of  a  single  stone.  It  surprised  me  to  see  these  enor- 
mous gateways,  made  of  great  masses  of  stone,  some  of  which  were 
thirty  feet  long,  fifteen  feet  high  and  six  thick."  The  great  roads 
of  Peru  may,  however,  be  regarded  as  the  greatest  monuments  of 
the  old  race.  One  of  them  extended  from  Quito  to  Chili ;  another 
led  from  Cuzco  to  the  coast.  They  were  from  twenty  to  twenty- 
five  feet  wide,  and  were  built  on  a  foundation  of  masonry.  In 
some  places  they  were  paved,  in  others  macadamized.  Mr.  Bald- 
win, in  speaking  of  these  roads,  observes  that  ''the  builders  of  our 
Pacific  Railroad,  with  their  superior  engineering  skill  and  mechan- 
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ical  appliances,  might  reasonably  shrink  from  the  cost  and  the 
difficulties  of  soch  a  work  as  this.  Extending  from  one  degree 
north  of  Quito  to  Cuzco,  and  from  Cuzco  to  Chili,  it  was  quite  as 
long  as  the  two  Pacific  railroads,  and  its  wild  route  among  the 
mountains  was  far  more  difficult."  Is  any  further  proof  needed 
that  a  people  who  could  undertake  and  complete  works  like  this, 
and  the  others  I  have  alluded  to,  were  in  a  very  advanced  state  of 
civilization  ? 

I  now  come  to  the  second  question,  How  far  back  does  this  civi- 
lization date  ?  Those  who  follow  the  generally  received  chronol- 
ogy are  inclined  to  speak  of  the  American  ruins  as  of  no  very 
great  age.  They  would  make  it  appear  that  this  continent,  nay, 
that  the  world  itself,  has  been  peopled  but  a  few  thousand  years, 
and  that  all  civilization  must  have  grown  up  in  that  time.  The 
researches  of  scholars  among  the  antiquities  of  Egypt,  Assyria  and 
India,  as  well  as  the  discoveries  of  science,  have  established  the 
falsity  of  this  notion  as  to  the  Eastern  Hemisphere,  and  I  think 
that  it  may  be  shown  to  be  equally  untrue  in  regard  to  the  West- 
em  Hemisphere.  Great  cities  are  not  built  in  a  day.  Progress 
in  science  and  art  is  of  slow  growth,  and  it  is  only  by  gradual 
stages  that  a  people  is  raised  from  savagery  to  a  state  of  refine- 
ment. Yucatan,  Chiapa  and  Guatemala  were  covered  by  a  dense 
forest  when  Gortez  conquered  Mexico,  and  this  forest  then  had 
every  appearance  of  having  stood  there  for  centuries.  It  is  here 
that  are  found  the  most  striking  remains  of  the  lost  race.  Here 
are  Copan,  Mitla  and  Palenque,  or  rather  here  are  the  shattered 
remnants  of  their  former  grandeur.  If  the  rise  of  civilization  is 
gradual,  so  also  is  its  decay.  How  many  centuries,  then,  must 
have  elapsed  since  these  cities  were  in  their  prime !  How  many 
more  since  the  date  of  their  foundation !  Nay,  further,  to  what 
remote  time  shall  we  assign  the  foundation  of  the  cities  which  pre- 
ceded these,  and  of  whose  existence  there  is  the  strongest  evidence  ? 
For,  as  Brasseur  de  Bourbourg  says.  '^  among  the  edifices  forgot- 
ten by  time  in  the  forests  of  Mexico  and  Central  America,  we 
find  architectural  characteristics  so  different  from  each  other  that 
it  is  as  impossible  to  attribute  them  all  to  the  same  people  a»  to 
believe  they  were  all  built  at  the  same  epoch."  The  condition  of 
the  remains  themselves  bears  positive  testimony  to  their  great  age. 
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Nothing  is  left  but  what  is  least  destructible.  Even  the  massive 
stone  buildings  themselves  have  mostly  crumbled  away,  and  only 
a  few  remain  to  attest  the  glory  of  their  founders.  Every  wooden 
structure,  every  tool,  every  article  of  furniture,  every  household 
utensil,  except  something  earthen  or  stone,  has  disappeared.  The 
period  of  tune  required  for  such  a  process  of  obliteration  must  be 
very  extended  indeed.  All  civilized  peoples  have  a  literature 
which,  while  it  exists,  gives  a  full  account  of  their  history.  The 
ancient  Americans  had  a  literature,  but  unhappily  it  was  almost 
entirely  destroyed  by  monkish  bigotry.  From  the  little  that  re- 
mains we  are  enabled  to  gain  a  few  facts  regarding  the  history  of 
its  authors.  It  appears  that  here,  as  in  the  Old  World,  one  nation 
succeeded  another  in  influence  and  power,  only  to  be  in  its  turn 
supplanted  by  a  third,  and  thus  in  regular  order.  The  prominent 
people  mentioned  in  this  succession  are  the  Chichemecs,  the  Ck>l- 
huas,  the  Toltecs  and  the  Aztecs.  Under  the  head  of  Chichemecs 
seem  to  be  included  all  the  original  barbarous  inhabitants  of  the 
country.  They  were  followed  by  the  Colhuas,  who  were  the 
founders  of  the  original  civilization.  The  Toltecs  came  into  the 
country  about  ten  centuries  before  the  Christian  era,  and  estab- 
lished themselves  in  the  place  of  the  Colhuas.  The  oldest  certain 
date  in  the  Toltec  history  is  955  B.  C.  This  was  when  the  con- 
querors made  a  division  of,  the  land ;  whence  the  inference  that 
they  began  to  arrive  about  1000  B.  C.  The  Toltecs  had  a  long 
lease  of  power,  but  eventually,  weakened  by  misgovernment  and 
broken  up  by  dissensions,  they  were  forced  to  give  place  to  the 
Aztecs,  who  appeared  on  the  scene  about  two 'hundred  and  fifty 
years  before  the  Spanish  invasion,  and  continued  to  rule  the  coun- 
try till  they  were  subdued  by  Cortez.  Thus  much  for  the  history, 
as  recorded  in  the  American  annals.  It  is  but  just  to  say  that 
this  account  seems  to  be  in  some  respects  corroborated  by  the 
Phcenician  and  Tyrian  writers,  especially  in  regard  to  the  antiquity 
and  civilization  of  the  American  races ;  for  they  record  instances 
of  ships  being  driven  across  the  Atlantic  and  finding  a  land  "  wat- 
ered by  several  navigsj^le  streams  and  beautified  with  many  gar- 
dens of  pleasure,  planted  with  divers  sorts  of  trees  and  an  abun- 
dance of  orchards.  The  towns  are  adorned  with  stately  buildings 
and  banquetting  houses,  pleasantly  situated  in  their  gardens  and 
orchards."     The  time  when  these  ships  were  driven  across  could 
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hardly  haye  been  later  than  700  B.  C,  and  was  probably  consider- 
ably earlier.  I  think  I  have  shown  that  the  civilization  in  North 
America  is  of  a  very  ancient  date.  By  a  parity  of  reasoning,  this 
may  be  proved  in  regard  to  South  America.  There,  too,  the  old 
stractures  have  nearly  all  perished,  time  having  brought  every- 
thing possible  to  ruin.  There,  again,  may  be  collected  fragments 
of  early  history,  which,  when  put  together,  go  to  show  that  the 
country  was  inhabited  by  an  intelligent  race  as  early  as  2500  B.  C. 

Science  also  lends  its  aid  to  assist  in  solving  the  question  of 
antiquity ;  but  as  usual,  when  science  interferes  in  such  matters, 
we  are  carried  back  an  almost  indefinite  distance.  Professor 
Orton,  in  his  work  on  ''  The  Andes  and  the  Amazon,"  makes  the 
following  remarkable  declaration :  ''  Greology  and  archeology  are 
combining  to  prove  that  Sorato  and  Chimborazo  have  looked  down 
upon  a  civilization  far  more  ancient  than  that  of  the  Incas,  and 
perhaps  coeval  with  the  flint  flakes  of  Cornwall  and  the  shell- 
mounds  of^  Denmark.  On  the  shores  of  Lake  Titicaca  are  exten- 
sive ruins  which  antedate  the  advent  of  Manco-Capac,  and  may  be 
as  venerable  as  the  lake  dwellings  of  Geneva.  Wilson  has  traced 
six  terraces  in  going  up  from  the  sea  through  the  province  of 
Esmeraldas  toward  Quito,  and  underneath  the  living  forest,  whidi 
is  older  than  the  Spanish  invasion,  many  gold,  copper  and  stone 
vestiges  of  a  lost  population  were  found.  In  all  cases  these  relics 
are  found  below  high  tide  mark,  in  a  bed  of  marine  sediment,  frdm 
which  he  infers  that  this  part  of  the  country  formerly  stood  higher 
above  the  sea.  If  this  be  true,  vast  must  be  the  antiquity  of  these 
remains,  for  the  upheaval  and  subsidence  of  the.  coast  is  exceed- 
ingly slow."  I  can  but  think  that  this  estimution  puts  the  origin 
of  civilization  far  enough  back  to  satisfy  the  most  enthusiastic  stu- 
duent  of  American  archaeology. 

The  third  and  last  question.  Who  were  the  authors  of  this  civili- 
zation? next  demands  our  attention.  This  is  a  subject  about 
which  there  has  long  been  much  dispute.  Able  scholars  have 
dbcussed  the  matter  with  a  great  display  of  learning,  and  self- 
sapposed  scholars  have  often  made  it  the  occasion  of  a  great  dis- 
play of  i^orance.  All  sorts  of  theories  have  been  advanced. 
Tall  folios  have  been  written  to  show  that  the  American  races  are 
descended  from  the  '^  lost  tribes  of  Israel,"  as  witness  Lord  Kings- 
borough's  works.     Other  volumes  have  been  prepared  with  a  view 
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to  establish  the  fact  that  the  Phoonicians  settled  this  continent. 
Still  other  books  attribute  this  work  to  the  Malays.     Mr.  C.  G. 
Leland,  an  Englishman,  recentlj  made  a  very  labored  effort  to 
prove  that  ancient  America  was  indebted  to  the  Chinese  for  its 
civilization,  and,  in  strange  <^ntrast  to  this,  Mr.  Charles  W.  Brooks, 
an  American,  last  year  read  a  paper  before  the  San  Francisco 
Academy  of  Sdences,  in  which  he  attempted  to  show  that  the 
Chinese  race  derived  its  origin  from  the  Peruyians.     These  theo- 
ries are  all  built  upon  very  slender  foundations,  if  foundation  they 
may  be  said  to  have  at  all.     A  stray  word  here,  an  obscure  custom 
there,  and  an  odd  instrument  somewhere  else  are,  in  most  cases, 
all  they  have  to  depend  upon.     What  if  the  Phoenicians  and  Ma- 
lays did  have  communication  with  this  continent  in  prehistoric 
times  ?     Does  it  necessarily  follow  from  that  that  they  peopled  it 
or  gave  it  its  civilization  ?     England  and  France,  separated  only 
by  a  narrow  channel,  have  had  constant  communication  with  each 
other  for  a  thousand  years,  the  respective  races  of  each  remaining 
the  same,  and  yet  the  English  have  not  anglicized  France,  nor 
have  the  French  gallicized  England.     How  small,  then,  must  have 
been  the  effect  upon  the  character  and  condition  of  the  people  of 
two  continents,  thousands  of  miles  apart,  of  the  scanty  intercourse 
brought  about  by  the  occasional  visits  of  trading  ships !     As  to  the 
^  lost  tribes  of  Israel,*'  there  is  not  the  slightest  historical  evidence 
that  they  ever  left  Asia,  nor  has  anything  worthy  the  name  of 
proof  been  discovered  in  this  country  to  indicate  that  they  were 
ever  here.     Besides,  as  Mr.  Baldwin  justly  remarks,  '*  such  a  jour- 
ney "  as  that  required  to  bring  them  here,  **  had  it  been  possible, 
would  have  resulted  in  utter  barbarism  rather  than  any  notable 
phase  of  civilized  life."    If  we  thus  reject  all  the  old  theories,  it 
may  well  be  asked  how  we  account  for  the  presence  of  man  on 
this  continent,  and  to  whom  we  ascribe  the  construction  of  the 
great  works  before  mentioned.     To  this  I  answer  that,  for  myself, 
I  am  inclined  to  adopt  the  '^Atlantic  Theory,"  which  is  based  on 
the  supposition  that  there  formerly  existed  an  extension  of  the 
American  continent  reaching  out  toward  the  east  from  what  is  now 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  almost  meeting  Europe ;  that  upon  this 
peninsula  or  continent  there  existed  in  prehistoric  times  a  very 
cultured  people ;  that  it  was,  in  fact,  the  cradle  of  the  civilization 
of  the  world ;  that  thence  men  went  out  to  subdue  and  civilize  the 
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rest  of  the  earth ;  that  by  a  tremendous  cataclysm  this  land  was 
engulfed,  disappearing  beneath  the  sea ;  that  a  few  of  the  people 
escaped,  and  were^the  originators  of  the  civilization  of  Mexico, 
Central  America  and  Peru ;  that  portions  of  the  submerged  terri- 
tory afterward  rose,  forming  the  islands  known  as  the  Antilles. 
Brasseur  de  Bourbourg  is  the  great  exponent  of  this  theory.  This 
learned  Frenchman  spent  many  years  in  Mexico  and  Central 
America,  studying  among  the  ruins.  He  became  master  of  the 
Maya  language,  and  succeeded  in  translating  the  old  books  and  in 
deciphering  some  of  the  inscriptions.  He  found  abundant  refer- 
ences to  the  cataclysm  in  the  ancient  manuscripts  which  he  discov- 
ered and  in  the  sculptures  everywhere  visible  in  the  deserted  cities. 
What  is  stranger  still,  he  asserts  that  many  of  the  rites  practiced 
by  the  natives  to-day,  and  which  he  personally  observed,  have  spe- 
cial reference  to  the  great  convulsion.  The  common  people  do  not 
know  the  meaning  of  these  rites,  but  the  priests  keep  the  secret. 
Brasseur  also  cites  several  of  the  old  Greek  authors  to  show  that 
the  nations  of  the  Eastern  continent  in  ancient  times  had  dealings 
with  Atlantis. 

r 

I  would  have  liked  much  to  have  discussed  this  theory  at  length, 
thus  giving  a  juster  account  of  it,  but  it  is  not  possible  to  do  so  in 
the  brief  space  allotted  to  this  essay.  Indeed,  to  treat  of  the 
subject  worthily  would  require  the  whole  of  a  separate  paper,  and 
therefore  I  will  not  attempt  a  further  review  of  it  here. 

It  has  been  my  endeavor  to  show  in  these  pages  that  the  remains 
fooud  in  various  parts  of  the  continent  attest  that  there  once  lived 
here  a  race  of  men  far  advanced  in  the  arts  of  civilized  life ;  that 
that  race  can  be  traced  back  to  a  very  distant  epoch ;  and  that  its 
origin  is  not  to  be  ascribed  to  any  of  the  sources  which  it  has  been 
the  custom  of  most  writers  on  this  subject  to  point  out.  I  am 
deeply  sensible  that  these  questions  have  been  treated  of  very 
inadequately  in  this  essay,  but  I  trust  that  the  lack  of  skill  shown  « 
here  will  be  the  means  of  inciting  other  and  abler  investigators  to 
research  in  this  direction. 

In  closing,  I  desire  to  express  my  obligation  to  Hon.  John  D. 
Baldwin,  whose  work  on  ^Ancient  America  "  has  greatly  assisted 
in  the  preparation  of  this  paper. 
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At  a  special  meeting  held  June  9th,  1876,  the 
Society  voted  not  to  accept  the  invitation  to  join  in 
the  public  procession  at  the  Centennial  celebration 
on  the  Fourth  of  July,  as  many  of  its  members  were 
already  engaged  for  duty  on  that  day. 

At  the  regular  meeting  held  Sept.  12th,  187C,  the 
following  paper  on  "Genealogy"  was  read  by  Ellery 
B.  Crane: 

Mr.  President^  and  Members  of  The  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity 
— Genealogy,  the  history  of  the  descent  of  a  person  or  family  from 
an  ancestor,  is  to  me  a  subject  of  particular  interest;  and  out  of 
my  limited  study  of  family  histories  has  grown  a  desire  to  know 
something  of  the  records  of  the  past  concerning  the  different  races 
who  have  inhabited  the  earth,  and  particularly  that  ancient  and 
unknown  people  who  have  left  behind  them  on  this  American  con- 
tinent (as  Mr.  Baldwin  tells  us)  ^^  such  lasting  monuments  of  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  civilization."  The  very  able  and  interesting  essay 
read  by  Mr.  C.  R.  Johnson  at  our  meeting  held  on  the  evening  of 
June  6th  of  the  present  year  gave  us  much  information  concerning 
this  ancient  race ;  yet  it  left  us,  as  no  doubt  it  left  him,  thirsting 
after  more  knowledge  relating  to  that  antique  people. 

This  same  mental  thirst  for  additional  facts,  either  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  history  of  i^ces  or  of  families,  stimulated  now  and  then 
by  a  fresh,  invigorating  draught  of  information  brought  to  light 
through  the  exploration  of  some  old  musty,  time-worn  town  or 
church  record,  or  it  may  be  from  the  writings  of  some  ancient 
English,  French  or  Spanish  traveller,  or  perchance  it  may  be  from 
a  personal  examination  of  the  old  ruins  themselves,  is  perhaps  one 
cause  of  the  interest  taken  in  ancient  history,  whether  of  men  or 
'nations.  Yet  from  the  remotest  ages  there  has  always  existed 
among  civilized  people  (and  to  some  extent  among  the  uncivOized) 
a  desire  to  trace  one's  lineage  and  perpetuate  its  knowledge ;  it 
seems,  therefore,  a  principle  of  our  nature.  One  of  our  prominent 
genealogists  has  said  that  among  all  the  motives  which  operate  on 
the  human  mind  few  exert  more  influence  than  those  drawn  from 
history.     If  the  intellectual,  social  and  moral  condition  of  nations 
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rich  in  historical  recollections  be  compared  with  that  of  a  people 
chiefly  or  wholly  destitute  of  them,  the  difference  will  be  found  to 
be  vast  and  striking.  The  strength  of  England  and  the  United 
States  is  fed  continually  by  memories  of  Cressy  and  Agincourt,  of 
Bunker  Hill  and  Saratoga,  while  long  centuries  of  darkness  and 
bondage  have  enfeebled  the  Chinese  and  the  Irish.  What  is  true 
of  nations  is  also  true  of  families.  There  is  scarcely  to  be  found 
an  intelligent,  public-spirited,  virtuous  man  who  can  safely  deny 
that  his  motives  to  virtue  and  patriotism  are  not  strongly  rein- 
forced by  the  consideration  (if  such  were  the  fact)  that  his  ances- 
tors were  brave  and  upright  men.  With  Webster,  let  us  believe 
that  there  is  a  moral  and  philosophical  respect  for  one's  ancestors 
which  elevates  the  character  and  improves  the  heart.  Burke 
truly  said,  ^  Those  only  deserve  to  be  remembered  by  posterity 
who  treasure  up  the  history  of  their  ancestors." 

Our  American  ancestry  is  certainly  -rich  in  moral  strength. 
What  we  are  to-day  depends,  to  a  very  great  extent,  upon  what 
our  ancestors  were  before  us.  We  are  moulded  largely  after  them. 
Let  no  man  place  dishonor  on  his  ancestry,  but  rather  let  it  be  his 
solemn  duty  to  ever  hold  it  in  high  regard.  How  grand  the  accom- 
plishment for  a  person  to  be  able  to  consider  what  his  forefathers 
were;  what  they  did  one,  two  or  three  hundred  years  ago;  what 
part  they  took  in  matters  of  Church  or  State — for  there  is  no 
family  without  its  ideal  man.  The  history  of  a  nation  is  largely 
made  up  of  incidents  of  heroism  or  patriotism  performed  by  its 
people,  and  really  it  is  no  more  nor  less  than  a  collective  history 
of  the  families  composing  that  nation.  Thus  we  see  that  by  the 
writing  of  family  memorials  we  are  able  to  perpetuate  the  nation's 
history,  and  at  the  same  time  connect  those  families  with  the  great 
transactions  of  the  past,  enabling  posterity  \o  detect  what  their 
ancestors  had  to  do  with  the  successive  portions  of  the  nation's 
life. 

The  publication  of  these  pedigrees^  and  the  holding  of  family 
meetings,  or  reunions  as  they  are  sometimes  called,  has  a  salutary 
effect;  it  tends  to  bring  members  of  the  family  together  and  to 
bind  them  more  closely  in  bonds  of  fraternal  love  and  esteem.  I 
have  been  a  witness  to  good  results  from  these  family  gatherings, 
and  have  taken  great  pleasure  in  bringing  face  to  face  relatives 
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who  might  never  have  seen  each  other  had  it  not  been  for  the 
family  reunion,  and  doubtless  would  never  have  known  of  each 
other  if  the  family  history  had  not  been  written.  I  have  met  per- 
sons who  came  hundreds  of  miles  to  attend  a  meeting  of  this  kind, 
hoping  that  there  perhaps  they  might  be  able  to  see,  or  at  least 
gain  some  knowledge  concerning  a  relative  whose  whereabouts  for 
years  had  been  unknown  to  them,  and  in  almost  every  instance 
success  crowned  their  effort. 

All  persons  that  have  given  much  attention  to  family  histories 
have  become  deeply  impressed  with  the  varied  relationships  run- 
ning through  the  different  families — how  they  are,  as  it  were, 
woven  together  by  marriage,  one  family  with  another.  The  effect 
is  really  peculiar.  The  descendants  of  families  who  were  neigh- 
bors and  intimate  friends  two  hundred  years  ago  find  themselves 
to-day  husband  and  wife.  The  rapidity  with  which  they  multiply 
seems  almost  incredible.  .  In  two  hundred  years,  from  one  pro- 
genitor, the  Rawson  family  increased  to  over  seven  thousand  per- 
sons, including  the  internuirriages. 

To  many  persons  genealogy  is  an  uninteresting  subject,  and 
slow  to  attract  their  attention ;  but,  nevertheless,  it  has  its  ardent 
supporters,  and  not  a  few  persons  are  to  be  found  laboring  stu- 
I  diously  within  this  branch  of  historical  record.  They  are  doing  a 
splendid  work  for  posterity,  who,  in  the  coming  ages,  will  rise  up 
and  call  them  blessed.  My  little  experience  has  proven  that  the 
middle-aged  persons  and  those  past  the  prime  of  life  are  the  most 
ready  to  take  interest  and  render  assistance  in  this  kind  of  work. 
The  younger  people  have  so  much  to  turn  their  minds  in  other 
channels,  that  not  until  they  have  taken  upon  themselves  the  more 
serious  part  of  life  and  mastered  many  of  its  weighty  problems,  so 
that  they  begin  to  realize  what  this  life  means,  that  we  should  not 
live  for  mere  self — then  there  comes  the  interest  to  be  felt  in 
others,  and  genealogical  subjects  are  more  readily  taken  up. 
Educated,  thoughtful,  representative  men  are  always  found  ready 
to  give  their  attention  to  this  theme,  so  far  as  circumstances  will 
admit.  A  man  must,  indeed,  entertain  a  very  low  estimate  for 
ancestral  worth,  and  show  very  little  regard  for  those  noble  patri- 
archs who  spent  their  lives  in  improving  and  perfecting  the  insti- 
'  tutions  which  are  to  be  so  much  enjoyed  by  every  successive  gene- 
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ration,  if  he  is  not  willing,  either  with  his  time  or  money,  to* 
encourage  the  publication  of  family  pedigrees,  and  the  influence 
arising  from  such  unwillingness  cannot  work  for  good  upon  the 
minds  of  kit  children  or  those  that  come  after  them. 

Among  the  first  questions  that  press  themselves  upon  the  mind 
of  the  genealogist  for  solution,  these  are  perhaps  the  most  promi- 
nent :  Who  were  our  first  progenitors  ?  From  whence  did  they 
come  ?  When  did  they  arrive  in  this  country  ?  What  was  their 
condition  in  the  old  country  ?  When,  where  and  how  did  they 
live  ?  What  were  their  occupations  ?  What  their  characteristics, 
physical,  moral?  What  position  in  society  did  they  sustain? 
What  (if  any)  were  the  principal  incidents  of  their  lives  ?  These 
and  many  more  must  arise.  But  how  and  where  can  the  answers 
be  obtained  ?  Those  who  have  had  the  most  experience  are  the 
best  prepared  to  point  out  the  way  of  solution.  I  do  not  claim  to 
have  had  sufficient  practical  acquaintance  with  the  subject  to  be 
able  to  dictate  largely  to  others,  but  perhaps  I  can,  in  a  general 
way,  make  some  suggestions  and  give  some  hints  that  will  prove 
of  service  to  those  of  you  who  may  enter  upon  this  interesting  yet 
mysterious,  and  sometimes  almost  fruitless,  voyage. 

The  answer  to  the  first  question,  Who  was  our  first  progenitor  ? 
and  perhaps  to  some  of  the  others  that  follow,  may  be  found  in 
tradition.  Many  persons  are  able  to  tell  you  they  are  descended 
from  Baronet  or  Sir  Knight  So-and-S6,  General  Brown  or  Capt. 
Smith,  who,  years  gone  by,  served  his  country  with  distinction  and  . 
renown ;  but  about  anything  intermediate  between  that  period  and 
the  record  of  their  own  family,  they  know  nothing  and  care  little. 
Bnt  this  man,  so  proud  of  his  nobility  as  to  cherish  and  pass  down 
to  his  children  the  name  of  their  progenitor,  renders  valuable  ser- 
vice in  furnishing  the  .family  genealogist  with  the  key-note  to  a 
melody  which  may  gladden  the  hearts  of  thousands  of  their  fellow 
kin.  After  personal  inquiries  among  the  eldest  surviving  members 
of  the  family,  should  tradition  fail  to  furnish  the  coveted  solution, 
then  search  for  the  family  records,  and  trace  them  back  to  the 
fountain  head.  '^Hotten's  List  of  Emigrants  to  America"  may 
perhaps  give  the  name  and  time  of  arrival  in  this  country.  This 
book  of  Hotten's  gives  the  names  of  a  large  number  of  persons 
who  went  from  Great  Britain  to  the  American  plantations  from 
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the  year  1600  to  1700,  with  their  ages,  locations,  where  they  for- 
merly lived  in  the  mother  country,  and  names  of  the  ships  in  which 
they  embarked,  taken  from  manuscript  records  preserved  in  the 
Public  Records  Office,  London,  by  John  C.  Hotten,  and  published 
in  1874. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  obtain  satisfactory  accounts  of  their  con- 
dition in  the  mother  country,  and  also  where  and  how  they  lived, 
without  visiting  the  old  localities  and  examining  the  records  that 
may  be  found  there. 

Histories  of  nearly  if  not  all  the  counties  in  England  have  been 
published,  some  of  them,  I  am  told,  entering  largely  into  family 
pedigrees,  and  they  are  very  much  needed  by  American  genealo- 
gists, in  order  that  the  connecting  links  between  the  old  English 
stock  and  the  early  settlers  of  the  New  England  colonies  may  be 
better  adjusted  and  understood.  At  the  present  time  very  few  of 
these  county  histories  are  to  be  found  in  the  United  States.  But 
Congress  has  taken  the  matter  in  hand,  and  an  order  has  been 
passed  to  have  them  purchased  for  our  National  Library,  where 
^  they  may  be  consulted.  Indexes  to  some  of  these  histories  are  to 
be  found  in  some  American  libraries,  but  they  are  by  no  means 
common.  I  anticipate  that  the  wants  of  many  persons  who  are 
anxious  to  find  records  of  their  ancestry  in  England  will  be  grati- 
fied when  a  complete  set  of  English  county  histories  shall  have 
become  the  property  and  in  the  possession  of  a  public  library  on 
this  dde  of  the  water. 

There  are  some  standard  books  for  genealogical  reference  to  be 
found  at  the  Antiquarian  Library  of  our  city,  such  as  the  New 
England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register,  numbering  some 
thirty  volumes;  Dr.  Savage's  Genealogical  Dictionary;  Henry 
Bond's  family  memorials  and  genealogies  of  the  families  and 
descendants  of  the  early  settlers  of  Watertown,  Mass.;  Genea- 
logical Notes,  by  Groodwin ;  Genealogical  Register  of  the  First 
Settlers  of  New  England,  by  John  Farmer ;  Vinton  Memorials, 
by  John  A.  Vinton ;  Littell's  First  Settlers  of  the  Passaic  Valley ; 
also  a  very  long  list  of  county  and  town  histories.  The  public 
owe  a  debt  for  the  use  of  the  library  of  the  American  Antiquarian 
Society  that  they  never  can  well  repay.  There  are  by  actual 
count  200  county  and  town  histories  containing  genealogical  notices 
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of  the  early  settlers,  some  of  them  quite  extended,  and  many,  if 
not  the  greater  part  of  them,  can  be  found  in  our  Antiquarian 
Library. 

Daniel  S.  Durrie,  Librarian  of  the  State  Historical  Society  of 
Wbconsin,  has  published  an  alphabetic  index  to  American  geneal- 
ogies and  pedigrees.  You  will  find  in  this  index,  under  the  name 
sought  for,  a  reference  given  to  numerous  histories  and  works  of 
other  kinds,  where  perhaps  the  desired  information  may  be  found. 
There  also  has  been  prepared  a  catalogue  of  family  histories  by 
William  H.  Whittemore.  The  first  edition  appeared  in  1862, 
under  the  title,  ^  Handbook  of  American  Genealogy ;"  the  second 
in  1868y  under  the  present  title,  '^ American  Genealogist,"  which 
was  again  republished  in  1875.  From  this  catalogue  reference 
can  be  had  to  all  the  American  family  genealogies  that  had  been 
published  up  to  the  month  of  June,  1875. 

In  addition  to  the  works  already  mentioned  for  reference,  there 
are  the  numerous  family  histories,  of  which  a  large  number  can 
be  examined  at  this  Antiquarian  Library.  When  unable  to  satisfy 
your  desire  from  these  family,  town  and  county  histories,  then  the 
original  manuscript  records  of  towns  and  church  societies,  where 
any  member  or  your  family  has  been  a  resident,  must  be  carefully 
examined  for  births,  deaths,  marriages,  etc.  It  is  well  to  look 
over  the  probate  records  and  registry  of  deeds  to  see  what  can  be 
found  there ;  also  the  inscriptions  on  head-stones  in  our  old  burial 
grounds.  If  all  the  records  upon  the  ancient  tomb-stones,  marking 
the  final  resting  places  of  our  forefathers,  could  be  transcribed 
before  they  are  forever  lost,  it  would  save  to  posterity  a  valuable 
register,  and  the  pen  of  the  future  genealogist  woula  render  homage 
to  the  transcriber.  Already  many  of  those  pristine  monuments 
that  were  standing  over  the  dust  of  those  once  noble  sires  have 
become  weakened  by  the  decay  of  ages,  and  wherever  the  slab  is 
found  on  the  sacred  spot  the  characters  have  become  so  obliterated 
by  the  collection  of  lichen  and  rust  as  to  place  them  almost  beyond 
recognition.  A  few  records  of  this  kind  can  be  found  in  the  His- 
torical and  Genealogical  Register,  but  it  is  a  source  of  much  regret 
that  more  of  them  have  not  been  preserved. 

In  searching  records  made  in  the  early  days  of  our  colonial  set- 
tlements, a  peculiarity  about  the  dates  may  be  noticed.     Our  Puri- 
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tan  forefathers  began  their  [year  with  March  for  the  first  month, 
and  the  succeeding  months  were  represented  by  successive  num- 
bers. This  was  called  the  Old  Style  legal  year  in  England,  and 
in  use  previous  to  the  year  1752. 

At  the  present  time  the  town  and  city  records  of  births,  deaths 
and  marriages  are  kept  with  such  systematic  thoroughness 
throughout  New  England,  and  particularly  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, that  the  future  collector  of  family  pedigrees  will  have 
comparatively  an  easy  task  from  the  present  time  forward,  so  long 
as  the  same  system  of  registration  shall  be  continued. 

The  practice  adopted  by  many  of  our  colleges,  of  keeping  a 
record  of  the  lives  of  their  sons  and  perpetuating  the  prominent 
points  in  their  history,  will  exert  a  good  influence  over  them,  and, 
in  the  future,  prove  a  very  valuable  reference  for  the  family  gene- 
alogist. 

To  obtain  records  of  a  more  recent  date,  it  will  be  necessary,  so 
far  as  possible,  to  have  the  names  and  the  post-office  address  of  all 
persons  bearing  the  same  patronymic,  to  gain  which  it  will  be 
found  profitable  to  consult  all  the  town,  city,  county  and  State 
directories,  reference  books  of  the  mercantile  agencies,  and  all 
other  books  that  you  can  find  access  to,  out  of  which  you  would 
be  quite  sure  of  acquiring  a  good  list  In  the  meantime  circulars 
could  be  printed,  with  blank  spaces,  to  send  to  each  person  on 
your  list,  that  they  may  fill  out  the  blanks  and  return  them ;  and 
it  is  very  important  that  these  circulars  be  so  formed  that  the 
manner  of  filling  up  the  blanks  will  be  readily  understood  by  those 
to  whom  they  are  sent,  and  when  properly  filled  the  information 
will  be  complete  and  comprehensive.  Caution  should  be  given 
against  writing  obscurely,  for  it  sometimes  happens  that  records 
not  clearly  written  in  the  original  manuscript  cause  serious  errors 
in  the  printed  page,  impairing  its  value  and  producing  dissatisfac- 
tion in  the  family  where  the  inaccuracy  occurs. 

A  work  of  this  kind  requires  much  time  for  preparation.  It 
never  should  be  hurried  through.  Success  depends  on  its  thor- 
oughness and  accuracy.  Discouragements  in  various  forms  will 
present  themselves,  but  with  a  firm  determination  to  conquer  any 
obstacle  that  stands  in  your  way,  success  will  at  last  be  the  reward 
for  your  labor. 
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Genealogical  subjects  did  not  occupy  the  minds  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  our  New  England  colonies  to  any  great  extent.  They 
were  more  thoughtful  for  the  safety  and  welfare  of  their  families, 
the  enjoyment  of  their  religious  liberty,  and  the  success  of  their 
settlements,  than  the  publication  of  independent  family  histories. 
They  rather  preferred  making  their  record  in  one  grand  colonial 
history,  where  each  family  might  be  represented  by  their  self-sac- 
rifice and  devotion  of  life  for  liberty  and  true  patriotism. 

The  earliest  genealogy,  in  a  distinct  form,  published  in  the 
United  States  is  believed  to  be  that  of  Mr.  Samuel  Stebbitis  and 
Hannah,  his  wife,  from  the  year  1707  to  the  time  of  its  publica- 
tion in  Hartford,  Ct.,  in  1771,  containing  24  pages,  and  printed  by 
Ebenezer  Watson.  But  one  other  (that  of  the  Chauncey  family, 
in  1787,)  was  published  previous  to  1806.  From  1806  to  the 
year  1850,  44  years,  about  79  were  published ;  within  the  next  10 
years  63  genealogies  were  printed;  and  in  the  10  years  succeeding 
1870,  242  came  from  the  printer's  hands ;  during  the  five  years 
previous  to  1875  (at  which  time  my  record  ceases)  135  were 
issued,  showing  that  there  has  been  steadily  developed  a  growing 
interest  in  this  kind  of  work ;  and  I  anticipate  that  the  number  of 
genealogical  publications  for  the  Glyb  years  ending  in  1880  will  far 
outrank  that  of  the  same  period  of  five  years  preceding  it. 

As  to  the  arrangement  of  matter  for  publication,  style  to  be 
adopted,  etc.,  there  are  almost  as  many  different  modes  as  there 
are  books,  for  each  compiler  in  the  past  seems  to  have  carried  out 
a  peculiar  arrangement  of  his  own,  many  of  them  being  rather 
difficult  to  comprehend.  But  of  late  a  certain  state  of  perfection 
has  been  attained  by  some  of  our  best  compilers,  and  their  diction 
has  been  imitated  by  others,  always,  however,  subject  to  some 
slight  change  to  meet  certain  requirements  that  the  work  might 
presenL  The  more  clear  and-plain  the  style,  the  more  readily '  it 
will  be  understood  and  appreciated.  I  prefer  the  method  of 
arranging  each  generation  in  regular  order  by  itself,  and  one  gene- 
ration after  the  other,  with  consecutive  numbers  prefixed  and  suf- 
fixed for  reference,  both  forward  and  back,  to  the  several  names 
when  they  occur — as  parent  or  child.  The  value  of  such  records 
it  is  hardly  possible  to  estimate,  and  the  various  connections  and 
relationships  that  are  developed  by  working  out  these  family  his- 
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tones  gives  satisfaction  to  many  a  restless  desire.  In  collecting 
material  for  the  Rawson  family  memorial,  persons  Vere  found  who 
had  lost  all  knowledge  of  some  brother,  uncle  or  cousin,  who, 
through  the  working  of  some  unforeseen  change  of  events,  had 
passed  beyond  reach  of  each  other.  In  almost  every  instance,  tho 
persons  themselves  or  their  children  were  brought  into  communi- 
cation with  each  other  again. 

If  your  patience  will  allow  me,  I  would  like  to  dte  one  instance 
which  will  perhaps  better  illustrate  my  meaning  of  the  value  to  be 
placed  on  such  pedigrees.  Some  of  you  may  recall  an  article  that 
appeared  in  the  Worcester  Daily  Spy,  some  months  ago,  relating 
to  a  Mr.  Rawson,  surgeon  in  the  United  States  navy  during  the 
war  of  1812.  The  close  of  that  war  found  him  in  the  port  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  South  America.  He  went  into  one  of  the  interior 
provinces  of  what  is  now  called  the  Argentine  Republic,  and  set- 
tled in  the  city  of  Mendoza,  capital  of  the  province  of  Mendoza. 
Here  he  married  a  Spanish  lady  and  became  the  father  of  two 
sons.  In  January,  1847,  he  died,  after  having  devoted  nearly 
thirty  years  of  his  life  for  the  advancement  of  the  best  interests  of 
the  community  where  he  lived  and  the  education  of  his  children. 
The  eldest  of  them  became  an  artist  of  some  note  in  his  own  coun- 
try, and  died  in  1871.  The  other  son.  Dr.  Guillermo  Rawson, 
now  55  years  of  age,  is  a  graduate  of  both  the  University  and 
Medical  College  of  Buenos  Ayres ;  was  Minister  Secretary  of  tho 
Interior  under  General  Mitre,  receiving  his  appointment  in  1862, 
and  at  present  filling  several  posts  of  honor  and  trust,  such  as 
Senator  in  the  Argentine  Congress,  Professor  of  Public  Hygiene 
in  the.  Medical  Faculty  of  Buenos  Ayres,  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Consulting  Physicians  of  the  Sanitary  Institute  in  that  city,  and 
also  delegate  to  the  International  Medical  Congress,  which  has 
just  closed  its  session  at  Philadelphia.  All  the  old  family  letters 
and  papers  belonging  to  the  senior  Dr.  Rawson  had  been  destroyed 
by  fire  before  the  sons  were  of  sufficient  age  to  remember  their 
contents,  and  at  their  father's  death  all  knowledge  of  their  ancestry 
was  lost ;  so  that  this  educated,  thinking  man  found  himself  with- 
out information  cojfcerning  his  progenitors  beyond  his  own  father, 
except  he  remembered  that  his  father  came  from  New  England, 
and  for  the  past  ten  or  twelve  years,  through  his  own  efforts  as 
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well  as  those  of  his  friends,  he  had  been  trying  to  connect  himself 
with  some  branch  of  the  family  here,  but  all  to  no  purpose,  and 
the  matter  had  been  dropped.  But  last  Fall  it  was  my  privilege 
to  find  the  connecting  link,  and  I  at  once  apprised  him  of  the  fact, 
at  Buenos  Ayres.  The  expression  of  joy  and  satisfaction  that 
came  in  return  from  him  in  his  letter  to  me,  fully  repaid  me  for 
the  trouble  I  had  taken  in  his  behalf.  This  connection,  doubtless, 
never  would  liave  been  revealed  had  it  not  been  for  the  republica- 
tion- of  the  Rawson  memorial.  It  was  the  direct  means  of  bring- 
ing about  this  happy  result. 

This  centennial  year  will  offer  a  rich  harvest  for  the  genealo- 
gist, as  well  as  the  historian.  It  has  already  awakened  fresh 
interest  in  historical  matters  relating  to  our  country,  and  genealogy 
must  receive  its  share  of  attention. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  EUery  B.  Crane,  Albert 
A  Lovell  and  Franklin  P.  Kice,  was  appointed  to 
copy  the  inscriptions  on  the  tombstones  in  Mechanic 
street  and  other  old  burial  grounds  in  and  about  the 
city.  At  the  meeting  held  November  11th,  1876,  the 
above  named  committee  made  a  partial  report,  stating 
that  they  have  copied  and  arranged  alphabetically 
more  than  300  inscriptions,  and  that  they  propose  to 
add  short  biographical  sketches  in  a  large  number  of 
cases.  A  final  and  complete  report  will  not  be  made 
for  some  time  to  come. 

At  the  close  of  1876,  we  find  that  there  is  an  in- 
creased interest  being  manifested  on  the  part  of  our 
members  and  others  in  the  advancement  of  the  ob- 
jects of  the  society,  giving  promise  of  a  successful 
work  in  the  years  before  us. 

With  abundant  hope  of  future  successes  we  finish 
the  record  of  the  year  with  a  good  measure  of  pre- 
paration for  the  labors  and  pleasures  that  await  us, 
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PROCEEDINGS 

For  the  Year  1877. 


The  annual  meeting  was  held  at  the  residence  of 

Samuel  E.  Staples,  No.  1  Lincoln  Place,  Jan.  2d,  1877. 

The  revised   Constitution,  presented  at  the  last 

regular  meeting  in  1876,  was  read  by  the  Secretary 
and  adopted. 

The  President  then  made  a  few  congratulatory 
remarks  relating  to  the  progress  of  the  Society  dur- 
ing the  past  two  years,  stating  that  he  deemed  it 
unnecessary  to  make  any  formal  address,  as  the  entire 
ground  would  be  covered  by  the  annual  reports  of 
the  several  officers. 

The  Reports  of  the  Secretary,  Treasurer  and  Libra- 
rian were  read  and  placed  on  file. 

SECRETARY'S    REPORT. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  The  Worcester  Society  of  Anti- 
quity  : 

The  Secretary,  in  reviewing  the  history  and  proceedings  of  the 
Society  during  the  past  two  years,  will  not  attempt  any  elabora- 
tion, but  confine  himself  to  a  simple  narration  of  facts,  regretting 
that  this  duty  should  have  fallen  upon  him  for  its  performance, 
rather  than  upon  another  better  qualified. 
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FIRST  YEAR— 1875. 

The  first  preliminary  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  at  the 
residence  of  Samuel  E.  Staples,  No.  1  Lincoln  Place,  January  24, 
1875,  agreeably  to  an  invitation  given  to  several  gentlemen  to 
meet  and  consult  upon  the  expediency  of  forming  a  sdciety  or 
assoctationy  the  objects  of  which  should  be  ^  to  foster  in  its  mem- 
bers a  love  and  admiration  for  antiquarian  research  and  archseo- 
logical  science,  and  to  rescue  from  oblivion  such  historical  matter 
as  would  otherwise  be  lost."  There  were  present  at  this  meeting 
Samuel  £.  Staples,  John  G.  Smith,  Franklin  F.  Rice  and  Richard 
0*Flynn.  The  subject  of  forming  a  society  or  association  for  such 
purpoeeB  was  freely  discussed,  and  the  unanimously  expressed 
opinion  of  those  present  was  that  such  an  organization  would  be 
useful  and  its  mission  beneficial,  provided  that  a  sufficient  number 
of  persons  interested  in  itai  objects  would  unite  in  its  formation, 
attend  its  meetings,  and  contribute  to  its  interest  and  support.  It 
was  decided,  before  any  formal  action  be  taken,  that  another  meet- 
ing be  called  and  other  persons  of  similar  tastes  be  invited  to  be 
present.  At  this  meeting  Samuel  E.  Staples  presented  the  draft 
of  a  Constitution — ^the  substance  of  the  present  one — as  a  basis 
of  the  organization. 

At  the  second  preliminary  meeting,  held  January  30,  1875,  at 
the  office  of  Tyler  &  Seagrave,  No.  442  Main  street,  the  meeting 
was  organized  by  the  choice  of  Samuel  E.  Staples  as  chairman,  and 
Daniel  Seagrave  as  secretary.  There  were  present  Samuel  E. 
Staples,  John  G.  Smith,  Franklin  P.  Rice  and  Daniel  Seagrave. 

The  subject  of  forming  a  society  or  association,  as  set  forth  in 
the  letter  of  invitation,  was  considered,  and  it  was  unanimously 
voted  to  proceed  with  such  purpose.  The  draft  of  a  Constitution 
presented  at  the  previous  meeting  was  discussed  at  length,  and 
subsequently  referred  to  a  committee,  to  report  upon  the  same  at  a 
future  meeting. 

At  the  third  preliminary  meeting,  held  February  13,  1875,  at 
the  same  place  as  the  previous  meeting,  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Constitution,  made  their  report  upon  the  same, 
which,  with  some  slight  amendments,  was  adopted. 

At  the  first  regular  meeting,  held  March  2,  1875,  at  the  office 
of  rTyler  &  Seagrave,  442  Main  street,  the  organization  of  the 
Society  was  completed  by  the  election  of  the  following  officers : 
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Samuel  E.  Staples,  Prestderit. 
Henry  D.  Barber,  Vice  President. 
Daniel  Seagraye,  Secretary, 
Henrt  F.  Stedman,  Treasurer, 
John  G.  Smith,  Librarian, 

Reports  of  acquisitions  bj  members  to  their  respective  collec- 
tions have  been  made  from  time  to  time,  showing  what  and  how 
much  each  had  gathered  in  his  specialty. 

The  aggregate  of  collections  during  the  first  twelve  months  was 
quite  satisfactory,  possibly  all  that  the  most  hopeful  might  have 
had  reason 'to  expect.  Notwithstanding  the  paucity  of  our  num- 
bers, more  than  1000  volumes  and  more  than  1500  pamphlets, 
treating  upon  a  great  variety  of  subjects,  besides  much  other  valu- 
able miscellaneous  matter,  such  as  portraits,  views,  autographs, 
coins,  medals,  etc.,  have  been  gathered,  from  which  the  history  of 
the  past  may  be  written,  and  which  shall  be  of  advantage  to  the 
future  historian.  Among  the  many  works  collected  are  Belknap's 
History  of  New  Hampshire,  3  vols. ;  Hutchinson's  History  of 
Massachusetts  and  Barber's  Historical  Collections ;  Williams'  His- 
tory of  Vermont,  2  vols. ;  Whitney^s  History  of  Worcester  County 
with  map,  published  in  1793,  and  scores  of  town  histories,  histori- 
cal addresses,  etc.,  many  of  which  are  very  valuable  and  hardly 
attainable  at  any  price. 

A  good  degree  of  interest  has  been  manifested  on  the  part  of 
the  members  in  their  attendance  at  the  meetings.  At  the  close  of 
the  first  year  there  were  twelve  names  upon  the  roll  of  member- 
ship. Twelve  meetings  (three  preliminary,  nine  regular  and  spe- 
cial,) have  been  held,  in  most  cases  at  the  residences  of  the  mem- 
bers, by  special  invitation,  and,  although  they  have  been  somewhat 
informal  and  of  a  social  character,  yet  they  have  been  profitable 
and  interesting. 

SECOND  YEAR— 1876. 

The  second  year  of  the  existence  of  the  Society  has  not  been 
without  its  gratifying  results — ^a  growing  interest,  an  increase  of 
numbers,  and  a  large  average  attendance  at  its  meetings. 

Two  very  interesting  and  instructive  essays — one  by  Mr.  Charles 
R.  Johnson,  upon  the  "  Vestiges  of  Ancient  American  Civilization," 
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and  the  other  hj  Mr.  Ellery  B.  Crane,  the  sabject  of  which  was 
"  Genealogy  " — have  been  read  before  the  Society  during  the  past 
year,  and  it  is  hoped  that  these  may  find  a  place  in  our  Proceed- 
ings, whenever  the  same  shall  be  published. 

During  the  past  year  the  Constitution  has  been  carefully  revised, 
in  order  to  meet  the  present  and  prospective  wants  of  the  Society. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  report  that  the  members  have  made  large 
and  varied  additions  to  their  respective  libraries  and  collections, 
numbering  in  the  aggregate  nearly  1000  volumes  of  books,  more 
than  1500  pamphlets,  800  portraits  and  views,  700  coins  and  med- 
als, and  niunerous  autographs,  etc.  It  is  also  gratifying  to  know 
that  much  of  this  valuable  historical  matter — much  of  it  gathered 
from  the  waste-box,  and  thus  snatched  from  the  jaws  of  the  paper 
mill — ^is  saved  to  enrich  the  literary  resources  of  the  city  of  Wor- 
cester. 

Among  the  many  rare  and  valuable  volumes  secured  and  deserv- 
ing mention  in  this  report,  many  of  which  are  fine  specimens  of 
printing  and  well  preserved,  are  the  following : 

Piers'  Ploughman  (written,) 1362 

Sermones  Quadragisimales,  Utino,  (ilium.)  Venice 1473 

Svetonivs  De  Vita  XII.  Caesarvm, Milan 1475 

De  Preceptig  (illuminated,) Venice 1478 

Xcw  Testament  (reprint,) Cologne 1526 

New  Testament  (reprint,) Geneva 1567 

Daynty  Denises, ^ London 1576 

Breeches  Bible  (illustrated,) London 1616 

Mappe  of  Rome, London 1620 

David's  Teares, London 1632 

Quarles'  Emblems  (illustrated,) London —.1634 

Overbury's  Wife, London ...1638 

Ovid's  Metamorphoses, London 1640 

Critica  Sacra, London 1642 

Lof  Sanck,- Amsterdam 1650 

Gondibert, ..London 1651 

Middle  State  of  Souls, ..London 1659 

Field's  Bible,  2  vols.,  folio  (illustrated,)... Cambridge 1660 

Muggleton's  Worlc8,.___ London 1661 

Works  of  Jacob  Cats  (illustrated,) Amsterdam 1665 

Theatre  of  Human  Life  (illustrated,) Brussels 1672 

Clavis  Homericus, Rotterdam 1673 

Baxter's  Saint's  Rest, London 1688 

Meditations  of  Antoninus, London 1692 
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Rome  Illustrated, Amsterdam — 1095 

A  Modest  Inquiry  iato  the  Nature  of  Witchcraft,  Bostou,  1697 

A  Confession  of  Faith, Boston 1(399 

Law  of  Nature,  and  of  Nations, Oxford 1703 

Remains  of  Perron, London 1707 

Bon  Mots, The  Hague. 1719 

Poetical  Register,  2  vols,  (portraits,) London 1723 

Erasmus'  Praise  of  Folly  (illustrated,) London 1726 

Indian  Converte, London 1727 

Duncan's  Csesar  (illustrated,) ..London 1753 

Gay's  Fables  (illustrated,) London 1755 

Walton  and  Cotton's  Angler  (illustrated,) -London 1759 

The  Chace  (illustrated,) London 1767 

Winchester's  Poems, ^.Boston 1773 

Treatise  on  Fortifications  (illustrated,)— London 1774 

Laws  of  Massachusetts, Boston 1790 

Bruce's  Travels  (illustrated,)  5  vols., Edinburgh 1790 

Collins'  Poems  (illustrated,). ^.London 1798 

Religious  Emblems  (illustrated,) London 1809 

Chinese  Testament, Canton 1813 

Fontaine's  Fables  (illustrated,) Paris 1813 

Chinese  Map, 

The  Oldest  Book  in  Wobcbsteb  Countt. — "  Sermones 
QuadragistmcUes  de  legibus  fratris  Leonardi  De  Utino  sacre  thgo- 
hgie  doctoris"  This  is  the  title  of  a  large  folio  volume,  con- 
taining 800  pages,  in  Latin,  printed  on  thick  paper,  without 
title  page  or  date,  as  was  the  case  with  the  first  books  printed. 
Upon  the  back  of  the  cover,  which  is  of  wood  and  covered  with 
hog  skin,  is  the  date  1473-5,  but  it  is  the  opinion  of  good 
judges  that  it  is  even  older  than  those  figures  indicate.  The  leaves 
are  without  running  title,  number  of  pages,  signatures,  or  divisions 
into  paragraphs.  It  is  printed  in  ancient  black  letter,  and  the 
words  at  the  ends  of  lines  are  not  divided  by  hyphens.  It  has 
two  columns  on  each  page,  with  wide  margin,  and  the  words  are 
very  much  abbreviated,  with  no  punctuation  marks  except  the 
colon  and  period.  Proper  names  and  sentences  are  begun  with 
small  letters,  and  the  name  and  residence  of  the  printer,  as  well  as 
the  date,  were  omitted,  all  of  which  indicate  great  antiquity.  ^  This 
book  is  illuminated  from  beginning  to  end,  on  every  page,  and  is 
probably  the  best  preserved  book  of  its  age  in  this  country. 

Since  the  above  was  written,  it  has  been  ascertained  from  a 
work  in  the  American  Antiquarian  Society's  Library  that  this 
book  was  printed  at  Venice  in  1473. 
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AirOTHSR  Rabitt. — I  must  not  fail  to  mention  an  edition  of 
'^Scttonivs  JDe  Vita  XIL  Ccesarvm,  Medtolantj  1475,"   (Suetonius' 
Lires  of  the  T-welre  Csesars,  published  in  Milan  in  1475.)    A  brief 
descriptioix  I  qoot^  somewhat  from  the  language  of  another. 

This  work   Teas  executed  by  Philip  de  Lauagnia,  who  styled 
himself  the  first  printer  of  the  Latin  race,  and  was  associated  for  a 
time  with  Antonius  Zarotus,  afterwards  with  the  German  Waldo- 
pel,  and  later  ^with  John  Bonus.     This  book,  which  is  a  fine  speci- 
men of  early  printing,  and  in  excellent  preservation,  is  printed  on 
heavy  paper  sized  with  parchment,  a  greater  portion  of  the  pages 
b^ng  as  briglit  and  clean  as  when  they  left  the  press,  while  on 
others  are   annotations  in  Latin.     Space  is  left  throughout  the 
work  for  illumiBated  initials  to  be  inserted  by  hand,  which  work 
was  never  done.     It  is  a  quarto,  with  wide  margin,  and  compares 
remarkably  well  with  the  best  specimens  of  modern   printing. 
From  a  manuscript  note  on  the  fiy  leaf,  the  book  is  supposed  to 
have  once  belonged  to  the  library  of  Lord  Spencer. 

Books  published  at  so  early  a  date  are  exceedingly  rare,  it 
being  but  about  thirty-five  years  after  the  first  use  of  metal  type 
with  engraved  faces.  The  publication  of  the  Lives  of  the  Csesars 
precedes  by  one  year  the  first  Greek  book  ever  printed,  which 
was  the  Greek  Grammar  of  Constantino  Lascaris,  executed  at 
Milan  by  Dionysius  Paravisinus,  in  1476,  and  by  six  years  the 
first  printed  portion  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  Greek — ^viz.:  The 
Psalms — tissued  there  in  1481.  There  is  in  the  Library  of  the 
Athenaeum  at  Turin  a  book  printed  by  Philip  de  Lauagnia  in 
Lilian,  bearing  date  of  1469,  viz.:  ^The  Miracles  of  Notre 
Dame."  The  oldest  printed  volume  in  possession  of  the  Ameri- 
can Antiquarian  Society,  located  in  this  city,  is  a  Latin  translation 
of  Herodotus,  printed  by  Arnold  Pennartz,  at  Rome,  in  1475. 

Among  the  rarest  of  American  publications  may  be  mentioned 
the  following  original  edition :  ^'A  Modest  Liquiry  into  the  Nature 
of  Witchcraft,  and  How  Persons  Guilty  of  that  Crime  may  be 
Convicted:  And  the  Means  used  for  their  Discovery  Discussed, 
both  Negatively  and  Afiirmatively,  according  to  Scripture  and 
Experience.  By  John  Hale,  Pastor  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in 
Beverly.     With  an  Introduction  to  the  work,  by  John  Higginson, 
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Pastor  of  the  Church  in  Salem.  Anno  Domini  1697.  Boston  in 
N,  E.  Printed  hy  B,  Green^  and  F,  Allen,  for  Benjamin  MiotJ* 
In  the  catalogue  of  Mr.  William  Menzies'  collection  this  work  is 
classed  as  excessiyelt  rare,  indeed  the  rarest  of  all  the  works 
relating  to  the  New  England  Witchcraft  Delusion.  So  far  as 
known,  there  are  hut  three  copies  of  this  work  extant. 

In  connection  with  Eliot's  Indian  Bible,  for  rarity,  may  be  men- 
tioned the  following  work,  only  Jive  copies  of  which  are  now 
known  to  exist,  and  are  to  be  found  in  the  libraries  of  the  Ameri- 
can Antiquarian  Society,  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  the 
Prince  Library,  the  collection  of  the  late  George  Brinley,  and  in 
the  private  collection  of  Mr.  John  G.  Smith,  the  Librarian  of 
this  Society.  This  work  is  printed  in  English  on  one  page, 
and  on  the  opposite  page  in  the  Indian  or  Algonkin  language, 
which  was  the  spoken  language  of  the  aborigines  of  New  Eng- 
land. It  is  dedicated  ''  To  the  Honorable  William  Stoughton, 
Esq.,  Lieutenant  Governour  of  His  Majestie's  Province  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England ;  and  to  the  Reverend  In- 
crease Mather,  D.  D.,  Teacher  of  the  Second  Church  of'  Christ 
in  Boston,  and  President  of  Harvard  College  in  Cambridge." 
The  title  is  as  follows:  "A  Confession  op  Faith  Owned  & 
consented  unto  by  the  Elders  <&  Messengers  of  the  Churches 
Assembled  at  Boston  in  New  England^  May  12.  1680.  Being  the 
Second  Session  of  that  SYNOD.— Eph.  4.  5  [and  Col.  2.  5 ;  3 
lines].— Boston.  Re-printed  by  Bartholomew  Green,  and  John 
Allen,     1699." 

The  Indian  title  page  reads  as  follows  : 

"  Wunnamptamoe  Samfooaonk  Wussampoowontamun  Nashpe 
moeuwehkomunganash  ut  New^England,     Qushkenumun  en  Li- 

dianS  Unnontowaonganit — Nashpe   Grindal  Rawson,  Sf€ 

MUSHAUWOMUK.  Printeuun  nashpe  Bartholomew  Green,  kah 
JohnAUen.     1699.     16mo." 

Another  work  of  more  than  ordinary  interest  is  entitled :  ^  Indian 
Converts :  or  Some  Account  of  the  Lives  and  Dying  Speeches  of 
a  Considerable  Number  of  the  Christianized  Indians  of  Martha's 
Vineyard,  in  New  England,  viz. :  I.  Of  Godly  Ministers.  II.  Of 
Other  Good  Men.     III.  Of  Religious  Women.     IV.   Of  Pious 
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Young  Persons.  By  Experience  Mayhew,  M.  A.,  Preacher  of 
the  Gospel  to  the  Indians  of  that  Island.  To  which  is  added, 
Some  Account  of  those  English  Ministers  who  have  Successively 
Presided  over  the  Indian  work  in  that  and  the  adjacent  Islands. 
By  Mr.  Prince.  8",  pp.  xxiv.,  310,  16.  London:  Printed  for 
Samuel  GerHsh,  in  New  England,     1727 r 

Such  a  collection  of  rarities  as  the  above  ought  not  to  be  scat- 
tered, but,  on  the  other  hand,  saved  complete,  to  increase  the  lite- 
rary wealth  of  some  public  institution  in  our  city  or  county. 

The  meetings  of  the  Society  during  the  past  year  have  been 
held  as  formerly,  at  the  residences  of  its  members.  While  all 
have  been  pleasantly  accommodated,  and  each  and  all  cordially 
welcomed  thereto,  wherever  the  meeting  has  been  held,  yet  all 
have  felt  the  need,  as  our  numbers  increased,  of  larger  accommo- 
dations at  some  central  point,  easily  accessible  to  all.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  time  is  not  far  in  the  future  when  the  members  shall 
realize  all  that  they  have  ever  anticipated — in  having  a  pleasant 
and  commodious  place  for  holding  their  meetings,  and  a  good 
library,  with  its  useful  appendages,  etc.,  for  their  convenience  and 
enjoyment. 

The  Society  has  held  twelve  meetings  during  the  past  year, 
with  a  fair  average  attendance  of  its  members  at  each  session. 

At  this  date  the  Society  has  a  membership  of  thirty — twenty- 
seven  active  and  three  honorary  members. 

KespectfuUy  submitted, 

DANIEL  SEAGRAVE,  Secretary. 
Worcester,  Mass.,  Jan.  2,  1877. 


The  meetings  of  the  Society,  thus  far,  having  been 
held  at  the  residences  of  the  members,  and  the  few 
expenses  incurred  having  been  paid  by  voluntary 
contributions,  up  to  January  1st,  1877,  the  duties  of 
the  Treasurer  have  been  far  from  burdensome,  as 
will  be  seen  by  the  following  report  : 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

Worcester,  Mass.,  Jan.  2, 1877. 

James  A.  Smith,  Trecuurer  pro  tern.,  in  account  with 

The  Worcester  Society  op  Antiquity. 


1876.  Dr. 

Cash  received  of   Secretary, 

Daniel  Seagrave $4  00 

Cauli   received  of  President, 

bamuel  £.  Staples 1  00 

$5  OU 


Or. 
Cash    paid  to  Tyler  d  Sea- 
grave $4  00 

Cash  on  hand 1  00 


$5  00 


JAMES  A.  SMITH,  Treasurer  pro  tern. 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT. 

It  is  nnneoessary  to  say  that  this  Society  was  formed  for  the 
purpose  of  collecting  books  aiid  other  historical  matter,  without 
the  expectation  of  establishing  a  library  for  public  consultation, 
though  it  was  supposed  by  some  that  such  might  be  the  result  at 
some  future  day. 

During  the  first  year  of  our  existence  as  a  Society,  each  member 
made  collections  for  himself,  without  much  reference  to  the  fact 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  libraries  of  the  several  members  might 
be  brought  together  as  one ;  but  during  the  present  year  such 
interest  has  been  manifested  in  our  efforts  as  to  warrant  the  hope 
that  this  Society  may  soon  establish  a  library  for  public  use. 

We  have  received  the  following  donations : 

Ai«BKBT  A.  LoTKix. — His  "Worcester  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution; 
Embracing  the  Acts  of  the  Town  of  Worcester  [torn  1765  to  1783,  inclu- 
sive, with  an  Appendix." 

Ellebt  B.  Cbake. — ^His  "  Rawson  Family. — A  Revised  Memoir  of  Edward 
RawBon,  Secretary  of  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay  from  1650  to 
1686,  with  Genealogical  Kotes  of  his  Descendants." 

Hon.  Chables  Hudson. — The  Dedication  of  Town  and  Memorial  Hall, 
Lexington,  1871 ;"  his  '^Abstract  of  the  History  of  Lexington,  from  its 
First  SettlemeDt  to  the  Centennial  Anniversary  of  the  Declaration  oi 
our  National  Independence,  July  4th,  1876;"  his  **  Lexington  Centen- 
nial, 1775  to  1785." 
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DAsmci.  SEAOBAVE.'Three  Centennial  Exhibition  pamphlets. 

RiCHABO  0*Fltnn. — Psalm  Eook  and  Becord  Book. 

Kathahibl  Paine  (for  the  City  Committee  on  Printing  the  Fourth  of 
July  Proceedings.) — ^*' Celebration  by  the  Inhabitants  of  Worcester, 
Mass.,  of  the  Centennial  Anniversary  of  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence, July  4th,  1876." 

CuLBK  JiLLSOK. — *^  Celebration  by  the  Inhabitants  of  Worcester,  Mass., 
of  the  Centennial  Anniversary  of  the  Declaimtion  of  Independence,  July 
Aiiu  1876,  including  the  Oration  of  Hon.  Bei^amin  F.  Thomas,  LL.D.,  to 
which  are  added  Historical  and  Chronological  Notes;"  *' Singing  by  the 
Pupils  of  the  Public  Schools,  July  4th,  1876;"  his  ''Address  Delivered 
at  Worcester,  Feb.  10th,  1874,  at  the  First  Reunion  of  the  Sons  of  Ver- 
mont; together  with  Toasts,  Sentiments,  Speeches,  Poetry  and  Song;" 
his  "Valedictory  Address,  delivered  before  the  City  Council  of  Worces- 
ter, December  29th,  1876." 

Bespectfnllj  submitted, 

.  JOHN  G.  SMITH,  Librarian. 
Worcester,  Mass.,  Jan.  2,  1877. 

The  Society  then  proceeded  to  elect  its  officers,  as 
follows : 

Pruident — Samuel  E.  Staples. 

Vice  PretidenU — ^Ellert  B.  Crane,  Clark  Jillson. 

Secretary — Daniel  Seagrayb. 

TVeamrer — James  A.  Smith. 

Lihrarian — John  G.  Smith. 


Ellert  B.  Crake, 
Daniel  Seagrave, 


bxbgutiye  committee. 

Samuel  E.  Staples, 
Clark  Jillson, 

James  A.  Smith. 

standing  committee  on  nominations. 

Albert  A.  Loyell,  for  one  year. 
Franki^in  p.  Bice,  for  two  years. 
Charles  B.  Johnson,  for  three  years. 

Clark  Jillson  was  appointed  a  committee  of  one  to 
take  such  action  as  might  be  necessary  to  incorpor- 
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ate  the  Society  under  the  laws  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  the  Secretary  was  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  prepare  a  design  for  a  seal. 

The  Committee  on  the  "Old  Burial  Grounds" 
made  a  partial  report  in  relation  to  biographical 
sketches  of  some  of  those  interred  therein,  several  of 
which  were  read  by  Albert  A.  Lovell,  to  the  great 
satisfaction  of  all  present. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  on  the  third 
Tuesday  evening  of  January,  1877,  at  the  residence 
of  Ellery  B.  Crane,  No.  19  Benefit  street. 

The  adjourned  annual  meeting  was  held  as  per 
adjournment,  and  the  Executive  Committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  matter  of  the  publication  of  the 
transactions  of  the  Society  had  been  referred,  made 
the  following  report,  which  was  adopted  : 

REPORT. 

To  the  President  of  The  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity : 

The  Executive  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  matter  of 
printing  the  Proceedings  of  The  Worcester  Society  op  An- 
tiquity, have  attended  to  the  business  submitted  to  them,  and 
report : 

That  the  interests  of  the  Society  at  the  present  time  seem  to 
require  the  publication  of  its  Proceedings  for  the  years  1875-6. 
Your  committee  deem  it  of  great  importance  that  this  publication 
should  embrace  a  minute,  detailed  account  of  the  organization  of 
the  Society,  giving  such  facts  and  dates  as  may  be  useful  for 
future  reference ;  and  they  appointed  Clark  Jill  son,  one  of  their 
number,  to  prepare  the  matter  for  publication,  all  of  which  is  now 
nearly  completed. 

For  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expense  of  this  publication, 
we  recommend  the  levy  of  an  assessment  upon  the  active  members 
of  the  Society  of  three  dollars  each ;  and  that  each  member  paying 
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such  assessment  be  entitled  to  two  copies,  with  the  right  to  pur- 
chase others  at  such  price  as  the  Society  may  determine. 

•  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Samuel  E.  Staples, 
Clark  Jillson, 
Ellert  B.  Crane. 
Daniel  Seagrave, 
James  A.  Smith, 

The  committee,  Daniel  Seagrave,  who  was  appoint- 
ed for  the  purpose,  presented  a  design  for  a  Seal,  and 
upon  his  suggestion  it  was  voted  that  each  member 
of  the  Society  be  invited  to  prepare  a  design  and 
present  the  same  for  inspection  at  the  next  meeting. 

The  Society  voted  to  levy  an  assessment  upon  the 
members  of  three  dollars  each  to  defray  the  expense 
of  printing  the  Proceedings,  as  recommended  by  the 
Executive  Committee,  and  the  meeting  was  then 
adjourned. 

The  following  letters  have  been  received  from 
those  who  have  been  elected  honorary  members  of 
this  Society : 

Cambridgefort,  Mass.,  Nov.  27,  1876. 

Dear  Sir — ^Yonrs  of  the  24th  instant,  announcing  my  election 
as  an  honorary  member  of  The  Worcester  Societt  of  Anti- 
quity is  at  hand.  I  pray  you  to  assnre  the  Society  that  I  fully 
appreciate  the  honor  thns  conferred  upon  me. 

Truly  yours, 

LUCIUS  R.  PAIGE. 
Daniel  Seagraye,  Esq.,  Secretary,  etc. 


Lexington,  Dec.  30, 1876. 

To  Daniel  Seagrctve,  JSsq.,  Secretary  of  War.  Society  of  Antiquity: 

Deab  Sir — Your  favor  of  the  16th,  informing  me  that  I  have 
been  elected  an  honorary  member  of  The  Worcester  Society  of 
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ANTiQtiTY,  was  duly  received.  I  hereby  signify  my  acceptance 
of  the  position,  and  my  thanks  for  the  honor  conferred  upon 
me.  If  I  can  aid  you  in  your  object,  I  shall  gladly  do  it.  I  send 
you  herewith  a  small  packet  of  pamphlets. 

Respectfully  yours, 

CHARLES  HUDSON. 


"Worcester,  Mass.,  Feb.  18, 1877. 

Daniel  Seagrave,  Esq,.,  Secretary  of 

The  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity: 

Dear  Sir — I  have  received  your  communication  informing  me 
that  I  have  been  ''  unanimously  elected  an  honorary  member "  of 
your  Society.  Allow  me,  through  you,  to  express  my  thanks  to 
the  Society  for  this  honor  and  expression  of  good  will.  I  have 
full  sympathy  with  the  aims  of  your  Society,  and  I  shall  find  spe- 
cial pleasure  in  doing  what  I  can  to  aid  it  in  promoting  these  aims. 
I  should  rejoice  to  see  the  disposition  to  '^  remember  the  days  that 
are  past,"  and  to  collect,  for  preservation,  memorials  of  the  past 
generations,  much  more  prevalent  than  it  is  now. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  D.  BALDWIN. 


Mr,  Daniel  Seagrave^  Secretary, 

Dear  Sir  : — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  notice  that  I  have  been 

chosen   an   Honorary   Member  of  "  The  Worcester   Society   of 

Antiquity."    With  my  acceptance  of  the  honor,  I  desire  to  express 

to  you  and  your  associates  my  thanks,  and  my  appreciation  of  your 

kindness. 

Very  truly,  your  friend, 

CLARENDON  HARRIS. 
Worcester,  Feb'y  17,  1877. 


At  the  regular  meeting  held  February  6th,  at  the 
residence  of  James  A  Smith,  No.  31  Wachusett 
street,  several  designs  for  a  Seal  were  presented  and 
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examined.  The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  invite 
all  the  members  of  the  Society  to  prepare  .and  bring 
designs  to  his  office  and  express  their  preference 
after  careful  examination  of  all  those  presented.  The 
President  and  Vice-Presidents  were  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  select  a  design  for  a  Seal  from  those  to  be 
presented,  or  make  such  combination  of  any  two  or 
more  as  they  might  think  best,  and  cause  a  Seal  to 
be  engraved  therefrom. 

Mr.  Thomas  J.  Hastings,  Representative  to  the 
General  Court  from  Dist.  No.  18,  presented  the  Socie- 
ty with  ten  volumes  of  public  documents. 

At  the  meeting  held  March  6th,  1877,  at  the  resi- 
dence of  Edward  I.  Comins,  No.  46  Wellington  street, 
a  communication  was  received  and  read  by  the  Sec- 
retary from  Clarendon  Harris,  Esq.,  of  Worcester,  in 
acknowledgment  of  his  election  to  Honorary  Mem- 
bership in  this  Society. 

Mr.  Jillson,  at  the  request  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  procuring  a  Seal,* read  the  following 
report  whicb  was  accepted,  and  the  Seal  which  the 
Committee  had  procured  was  adopted  as  the  Seal  of 
the  Society. 

REPORT. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  select  a  design  and  procure  a  Seal 
for  Tbe  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity,  have  attended  to  the 
duty  assigned  them  and  submit  the  following  Report : 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  held  January  2d,  Daniel 
Seagrave  was  appointed  a  Committee  to.  prepare  a  design  for  a 
Seal,  and  in  the  performance  of  that  duty,  he  presented  one  for 
inspection  at  the  adjourned  meetiug  held  January  IGth.  At  this 
meeting,  upon  his  request,  it  was  voted  that  the  other  members  of 
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the  Society  be  requested  to  prepare  and  present  designs  at  the  fol- 
lowing meeting.  Ellery  B.  Crane,  Dwight  A.  Davis,  Albert 
Tyler,  and  Daniel  Seagrave,  responded  to  the  invitation. 

Subsquently,  in  accordance  with  a  vote  of  the  Society,  request- 
ing all  the  members  to  prepare  and  bring  in  designs  for  examina- 
tion at  the  office  of  the  Secretary,  E.  R.  Lawrence,  E.  H.  Mar- 
shall, John   G.   Smith,  and   Henry   Phelps,  complied   with   the 
request,  which,  together  with  those  before  presented,  made  a  total 
number  of  twelve.     Either  one  of  these- was  well  conceived,  truly 
suggestive,  and  in  some  respects,  well  adapted  to  the  purpose  pro- 
posed.    But  as  there  were  various  designs,  so  as  a  matter  of  course, 
there  was  a  difference  of 'opinion  as  to  which  design  was  best 
suited  to  our  purpose.     It  was  therefore  voted,  that  the  whole 
matter  be  referred  to  a  Committee  consisting  of  Samuel  E.  Sta- 
ples, Clark  Jillson,  and  Ellery  B.  Crane,  with  authority  to  make  a 
selection  and  procure  the  engraving  of  a  Seal,  after  the  members 
should  have  an  opportunity  to  pass  judgment  upon  the  designs 
presented  and  express  their  choice  in  the  matter.     This  opportu- 
nity was  given  them  on  February  10th,  at  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary, when  the  last  designs  were  presented  in  accordance  with .  the 
vote  of  the  Society. 

The  Committee  in  the  performance  of  the  duty  assigned  them, 
after  a  careful  consideration  of  the  various  designs  presented,  and 
in  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  a  number  of  members  of  the 
Society,  thought  it  best  to  make  a  combination  of  "ideas  contained 
in  a  number  of  the  designs,  thus  securing  a  more  perfect  embodi- 
ment of  thought  than  was  manifest  in  any  one  of  those  submitted 
to  them. 

The  Society  has  a  very  wide  and  extensive  range  for  its  inquir- 
ies and  researches,  as  its  name  indicates,  and  in  this  may  be  seen 
the  fitness  of  the  emblems  adopted.  The  Committee  will  not  at- 
tempt to  give  a  full  description  of  the  Seal  which  they  present  as 
the  result  of  their  labors,  but  will  only  explain  a  few  of  the  lead- 
ing thoughts  which  they  think  it  aptly  presents  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  intelligent  student  of  history.  The  prominent  figure  in 
the  foreground  and  that  which  first  attracts  the  attention,  is  a  rep- 
resentation of  a  vase  found  in  one  of  the  mounds  of  the  State  of 
Ohio.     This  indicates  earlier  civilizations  and  settlements  of  this 
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CoDtLoent  than  till  within  a  few  years,  had  been  supposed  proba* 
ble.  But  late  researches  have  established  the  fact  beyond  a  rea- 
sonable  doubty  of  a  settlement  here,  and  an  advanced  state  of  civiliz- 
ation, that  was  not  known  by  the  early  writers  and  historians  of 
this  land.  Ancient  implements  of  war  are  also  grouped  together, 
and  beneath  them  all  are  the  volumes  of  archeological  science  ex- 
emplifying the  legend  upon  the  scroll,  "  Liiera  scripta  manet" — 
"  the  written  letter  remains."  The  distant  perspective  presents  the 
Pyramids,  the  Sphinx,  and  Cleopatra's  Needle,  all  indicating  the 
early  civilization  of  Egypt,  the  seat  of  ancient  learning. 

The  Committee  would  have  been  glad  to  have  incorporated  with 
these  emblems  something  especially  suggestive  of  New  England 
history,  bat  it  was  found  difficult  to  select  a  suitable  emblem  that 
has  not  already  been  used  by  some  other  kindred  Society. 

We  would  hereby  express  our  thanks  to  each  and  all  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  have  in  any  way  assisted  us  in  this  matter,  and  submit 
as  the  result  of  our  completed,  though  somewhat  difficult  task,  the 
accompanying  Seal,  which  we  hope  may  be  acceptable  to  all  who 
are  now  or  may  hereafter  become  members  of  The  Worcester 
Society  of  Antiquity. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  E.  STAPLES. 

CLARK  JILLSON. 

ELLERT  B.  CRANE. 
Worcester,  March  6,  1877. 

The  Committee  appointed  January  2d,  to  take 
action  in  relation  to  procuring  an  Act  of  Incorpora- 
tion, made  the  following  report,  which  was  accepted, 
and  its  recommendations  adopted : 

To  the  President    and   Members  of    The   Worcester  Society  of 
Antiquity  : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  matter  of  taking 
measures  to  obtain  an  Act  of  Incorporation,  report : — 

That  the  Society  may  become  a  corporate  body  under  the  Gen- 
eral Laws  of    the  Commonwealth;  and  that  an  agreement  has 
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been  duly  signed  by  the  requisite  number  of  persons,  members  of 
this  Society,  who  have  been  legally  notified  to  meet  here  at  this 
time,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  corporation,  to  be  known  by 
the  name  of  Thb  Worcester  Society  op  Antiquity. 

Your  Committee  recommend  that  those  persons  who  have  been 
thus  legally  notified,  proceed  at  once  to  organize  a  corporation  as 
and  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  said  agreement,  in  accordance 
with  the  Laws  of  the  Commonwealth. 

HespectfuUy  submitted, 

CLARK  JILLSON, 

CommiUce, 
Worcester,  March  6,  1877. 

The  above  report  was  accepted,  and  its  recom- 
mendations adopted. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned  sine  die. 

DANIEL  SEAGRAVE, 

Secretary. 


INCORPORATION 


—  of}— 


AGREEMENT. 

We,  whose  names  are  hereto  subscribed,  do,  by  this  agree- 
ment, associate  ourselves  with  the  intention  to  constitute  a  corpor- 
ation according  to  the  provisions  of  the  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
fifth  chapter  of  the  Acts  of  the  General  Court  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  passed  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-four,  approved  June  twenty-seventh,  in  said  year. 

The  name  by  which  the  corporation  shall  be  known  is  The 
Worcester  Society  op  Antiquity. 

The  purpose  for  which  the  corporation  is  constituted  is :  — 

1st.  To  cultivate  and  encourage  among  its  members  a  love  and 
admiration  for  antiquarian  research  and  archseological  science ;  and, 
so  far  as  possible,  to  rescue  from  oblivion  any  historical  matter 
that  might  otherwise  be  lost. 

2d«  The  collection  and  preservation  of  antiquarian  relics  of  every 
description. 

The  place  within  which  the  corporation  is  established  or  located 
is  the  city  of  Worcester,  within  said  Commonwealth. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands,  this 
twentieth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-seven. 

Samuel  Elias  Staples,      Franklin  Pierce  Bice, 
Clark  Jillson,  Albert  Tyler, 

Ellery  BicKNELL  Crank,   James  a.  Smith, 
Daniel  Seagrave,  Albert  Alfonzo  Lovell. 

lilCHARD  O'FlYNN, 
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One  of  the  subscribers  to  the  above  agreement  no- 
tified said  subscribers  of  the  first  meeting,  by  giving 
each  in  hand  a  true  and  attested  copy  of  the  follow- 
ing notice^  as  herein  set  forth  : 

Yon  are  hereby  notified,  that  the  first  meetiDg  of  the  subscribers 
to  an  agreement  to  associate  themselves  with  the  intention  to  con- 
stitute a  corporation  to  be  known  by  the  name  of  The  Worces- 
ter Society  op  Antiquity,  dated  February  20th,  1877,  for  the 
purpose  of  organizing  said  corporation  by  the  adoption  of  By-Laws 
and  election  of  officers,  and  the  transaction  of  such  other  business 
as  may  properly  come  before  the  meeting,  will  be  held  on  Tues- 
day, the  sixth  day  of  March,  1877,  at  half-past  seven  o'clock  p.  m., 
at  the  residence  of  Edward  I.  Comins,  No.  46  Wellington  street. 

DANIEL  SEAGRAVE, 
One  of  the  subscribers  to  said  agreement. 

Worcester,  Mass.,  Feb.  20,  1877. 


Worcester,  ss. 

I,  Daniel  Seagrave,  do  hereby  certify,  that  on  the  twentieth  day 
of  February,  A.  D.,  1877, 1  duly  served  the  within  notice  upon 
Samuel  Elias  Staples,  Clark  Jillson,  Ellery  Bicknell  Crane,  Rich- 
ard O'Flynn,  Franklin  Pierce  Rice,  Albert  Tyler,  James  A.  Smith 
and  Albert  Alfonzo  Lovell,  they  being  subscribers  to  an  agree- 
ment to  associate  themselves  with  the  intention  to  constitute  a  cor- 
poration, to  be  known  by  the  name  of  The  Worcester  Society 
OP  Antiquity,  by  giving  in  hand  to  each  of  said  subscribers  a 
true  and  attested  copy  thereof. 

DANIEL  SEAGRAVE, 
One  of  the  subscribers  to  said  agreement 


Worcester,  ss. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  this  twenty-seventh  day  of  February, 

A.  D.,  1877,  before  me. 

CLARK  JILLSON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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The  first  meeting  held  in  conformity  with  the  fore- 
going notice,  was  called  to  order  by  Clark  Jillson,  and 
Daniel  Seagrave  was  elected  temporary  Clerk,  by  bal- 
lot, and  was  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  his 
duty. 


Coritmontoealtjy  of  SJassat^usdts. 

WoKCESTEB,  ss.  March  6th,  1877. 

Then  personally  appeared  the  ahove-named  Daniel  Seagrave, 
and  made  oath  that  he  would  faithfully  perform  the  duties  of  tem- 
porary Clerk  of  The  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity. 

Before  me, 

CLARK  JILLSON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


The  subscribers  then  proceeded  to  elect,  by  ballot  : 
Daniel  Seagrave,  Clerk ;  Samuel  Elias  Staples,  Presi- 
dent ;  Clark  Jillson  and  EUery  B.  Crane,  Vice-Presi- 
dents ;  James  A.  Smith,  Treasurer ;  Samuel  E.  Sta- 
ples, Clark  Jillson,  Ellery  B.  Crane,  Daniel  Seagrave 
and  James  A.  Smith,  Executive  Committee. 

The  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  upon  their  election,  were 
duly  sworn,  as  follows  : 

Worcester,  ss.  March  6th,  1877. 

Then  personally  appeared  the  above-named  Daniel  Seagrave, 
Clerk,  and  James  Andrew  Smith,  Treasurer,  of  The  Worcester 
Society  of  Antiquity,  and  made  oath  that  they  would  faithfully 
perform  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices. 

Before  me, 

CLARK  JILLSON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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The  members  of  The  Worcester  Society  op  Anti- 
quity, viz. :  John  George  Smith,  Henry  Davis  Barber, 
Henry  Francis  Stedman,  William  Macready,  Olin  L. 
Merriam,  Herbert  H.  Thompson,  Elijah  H.  Marshall, 
William  A.  Sheldon,  William  B.  Howe,  Charles  R- 
Johnson,  Augustus  Stone,  Edwin  R.  Lawrence,  Henry 
Phelps,  Augustus  Cooledge,  Thomas  E.  St.  John,  Ed- 
ward I.  Comins,  Thomas  M.  Lamb,  Dwight  A.  Davis 
and  Benjamm  J.  Dodge  ;  together  with  Isaac  N.  Met- 
calf,  George  Sumner,  Joseph  N.  Bates,  Alexander  C. 
Munroe  and  Charles  W.  Estabrook,  were  constituted 
members  of  the  corporation. 

The  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  The  Worcester 
SociETT  OF  Antiquity  were  adopted  as  the  By-Laws  of 
the  corporation. 

John  G.  Smith  was  elected,  by  ballot,  as  Librarian. 

The  following  members  were  elected  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Nominations : 

Albert  A.  Lovell,  to  serve  one  year ;  Franklin  P. 
Rice,  to  serve  two  years ;  and  Charles  R.  Johnson,  to 
serve  three  years. 

The  President,  Clerk,  Treasurer,  and  a  majority  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  then  made,  signed,  and 
made  oath  to  the  following  certificate : 

We,  Samuel  Ellas  Staples,  President ;  James  Andrew  Smith, 
Treasurer ;  Daniel  Seagrave,  Clerk,  Ellery  B.  Crane,  and  Clark 
Jillson,  the  same  being  a  majority  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
The  Wobcester  Society  op  Antiquity,  in  compliance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  fourth  section  of  chapter  three  hundred  and 
seventy-five  of  the  Acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
four,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  following  is  a  true  copy  of  the 
agreement  of  association  to  constitute  said  corporation,  with  the 
names  of  the  subscribers  thereto  : 
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"  We,  whose  names  are  hereto  subscribed,  do,  by  this  agree- 
ment, associate  ourselves  with  the  intention  to  constitute  a  corpor- 
ation according  to  the  provisions  of  the  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
fifth  chapter  of  the  Acts  of  the  General  Court  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  passed  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-four,  approved  June  twenty-seventh  in  said  year.  The 
name  by  which  the  corporation  shall  be  known,  is  The  Worcbs- 

TEB  SOCIETT  OP  ANTIQUITY. 

The  purpose  for  which  the  corporation  is  constituted  is, —  ' 

Ist.  To  cultivate  and  encourage  among  its  members  a  love  and 
admiration  for  antiquarian  research  and  archaeological  science,  and, 
so  far  as  possible,  to  rescue  from  oblivion,  any  historical  matter 
that  might  otherwise  be  lost. 

2nd.  The  collection  and  preservation  of  antiquarian  relics  of 
every  description. 

The  place  within  which  the  corporation  is  established  or  located, 
is  the  city  of  Worcester,  within  said  Commonwealth. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereuto  set  our  hands,  this  twe^~ 
tieth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven. 

Samuel  Elias  Staples,  James  Andrew  Smith, 
Clark  Jillson,  Albert  Alfonzo  Loyell, 

Ellery  B.  Crane,  Richard  OTlynn, 

Daniel  Seagraye,  Albert  Titler." 

Franklin  Pierce  Rice, 


That  the 'first  meeting  of  the  subscribers  to  said  agreement  was 
held  on  the  sixth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-seven. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  signed  our  names,  this 
sixth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven. 

Samuel  Ellas  Staples,  Daniel  Seagraye, 
Clark  Jillson,  James  Andrew  Smith. 

Ellery  B.  Crane, 

A  majority  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  The  Worcester 
Society  of  Antiquity. 
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WoncESTEE,  S3.  March  Cth,  1877. 

Then  perBonallj  appeared  t!ie  above-named  Samuel  Elias  Sta- 
ples, Ellery  B.  Crane,  Daniel  Seagrave,  and  James  Andrew  Smith, 
being  a  majority  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  The  Worces- 
ter SociETT  OF  Antiquity,  and  severally  made  oatli  that  the 
foregoing  certificate,  by  them  subscribed,  is  true  to  the  best  of  tlieir 
kuowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

CLARK  JILLSON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


The  Society  then  voted  that  the  imprint  hereto 
affixed  he,  and  the  same  is  hereby  established  as  the 
Heal  of  this  Society. 


The  following  named  gentlemen  were  elected  Hon- 
orary Members  of  this  Society,  viz.:  Rev.  Lucius  R. 
Paige,  D.  D.,  of  Cambridgeport  j  Clarendon  Harris, 
Esq.,  of  Worcester;  Hon.  Charles  Hudson,  of  Lexing- 
ton ;  and  Hon.  John  Dennison  Baldwin,  A.  M.,  of 
Worcester. 

DANIEL  SEAGRAVE,  f^erk. 
A  true  copy. 

Attest:  DANIEL  SEAGRAVE,  Gert. 


CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLE  I. 
Kame. 

This  Society  shall  be  called  The  Wobcebteb   Sogiett  of 

Amtiquitt. 

ARTICLE  IL 

OBJECT. 

The  purposes  of  this  Society  shall  be : 

1.  To  cultivate  and  encourage  among  its  members  a  love  and 
admiration  for  antiquarian  research  and  archaeological  science; 
and,  so  far  as  possible,  to  rescue  from  oblivion  any  historical  matter 
that  might  otherwise  be  lost 

2.  The  collection  and  preservation  of  antique  relics  of  every 

description. 

ARTICLE  nL 

OFFtCEBS. 

The  ofHcers  of  this  Society  shall  consist  of  a  Prefiident,  two 
Vice  Presidents,  Secretary,  Treasurer  and  Librarian.  Each  officer 
shall  be  elected  by  ballot,  and  only  one  officer  shall  be  balloted  for 
at  the  same  time.  A  majority  of  the  ballots  shall  be  sufficient  to 
elect.  They  shall  hold  office  for  the  term  of  one  year,  and  until 
their  successors  are  chosen. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

DUTXES   OP   OFFICEB8. 

L  President.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  preside  at 
all  meetings,  when  present  In  his  absence  the  First  Vice  Presi- 
dent  shall  preside ;  in  the  absence  of  the  latter,  the  Second  Vice 
President  shall  preside ;  and  in  the  absence  of  all  three,  a  Presi- 
dent pro  tern,  shall  be  chosen. 


2.  Secretary.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  keep  a 
record  of  all  ineetiDgs  of  the  Society  in  a  book  provided  for  that 
purpose ;  to  issue  all  notices  of  meetings,  with  the  time  and  place 
of  same ;  to  conduct  the  general  correspondence  of  the  Society ; 
shall  notify  all  persons  of  their  election  as  members  of  the  Society ; 
shall  notify  all  members  elected  to  office,  who  were  not  present  at 
the  time  of  their  election,  within  ten  days  thereafter ;  and  at  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  office  shall  turn  over  to  his  sutcessor  aU 
booka  and  papers  in  his  possession  belonging  to  the  Society. 

3.  TVeasurer.  The  Treasurer  shall  be  sole  custodian  of  the 
funds  of  the  Society,  and  of  all  property,  or  titles  to  property,  real 
or  personal,  belonging  to  the  Society,  except  its  books.  He  shall 
assess  and  collect  all  dues  and  taxes  voted  by  the  Society,  recepre 
any  legacies  bequeathed  or  donatioDs  made  to  its  funds ;  shall  dis- 
burse the  moneys  so  received  and  collected,  on  a  written  order 
signed  by  the  President  and  Secretary,  but  not  otherwise.  He 
shall  keep  in  a  book  provided  for  the  purpose  a  true  account  of  all 
receipts  and  disbnrsepients  ;  shall  submit  the  same  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  any  member,  when  the  request  is  made ;  shall  submit  in 
writing  a  report  of  all  his  receipts  and  disbursements  for  the  year, 
and  exhibit  his  vouchers  for  same  at  each  annual  meeting ;  shall 
furnish  a  bond  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties,  whenever 
the  Society,  by  a  vote,  may  so  direct ;  and  shall,  at  the  expiration 
of  his  term  of  office,  place  in  the  hands  of  his  successor  all  books, 
papers  and  other  property  in  his  possession  belonging  to  the 
Society. 

4.  JLibrarian.  The  Librarian  shall  be  the  sole  custodian  of 
books  and  pamphlets  belonging  to  the  Society ;  shall  catalogue  the 
same  in  a  book  kept  for  the  purpose ;  shall  have  the  care  of  the 
entire  collection  of  relics  belonging  to  the  Society,  together  with 
the  room  in  which  they  are  kept,  and  shall  report  the  condition  of 
same  at  each  annual  meeting. 

ARTICLE  V. 

COMMITTERS. 

1.  The  President,  First  and  Second  Vice  Presidents,  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  shall  constitute  a  committee  of  ^ye^  to  be  known  as 
the  Executive  Committee,  who  shall  have  in  charge  the  general 
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.  2.  Secretary,  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  keep  a 
record  of  all  meetings  of  the  Society  in  a  book  provided  for  that 
purpose ;  to  issue  all  notices  of  meetings,  with  the  time  and  place 
of  same ;  to  conduct  the  general  correspondence  of  the  Society ; 
shall  notify  all  persons  of  their  election  as  members  of  the  Society ; 
shall  notify  all  members  elected  to  office,  who  were  not  present  at 
the  time  of  their  election,  within  ten  days  thereafter ;  and  at  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  office  shall  turn  over  to  his  successor  all 
books  and  papers  in  his  possession  belonging  to  the  Society. 

3.  TVeasurer,  The  Treasurer  shall  be  sole  custodian  of  the 
funds  of  the  Society,  and  of  all  property,  or  titles  to  property,  real 
or  personal,  belonging  to  the  Society,  except  its  books.  He  shall 
assess  and  collect  all  dues  and  taxes  voted  by  the  Society,  receive 
any  legacies  bequeathed  or  donations  made  to  its  funds ;  shall  dis- 
burse the  moneys  so  received  and  collected,  on  a  written  order 
signed  by  the  President  and  Secretary,  but  not  otherwise.  He 
shall  keep  in  a  book  provided  for  the  purpose  a  true  account  of  all 
receipts  and  disbursements ;  shall  submit  the  same  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  any  member,  when  the  request  is  made ;  shall  submit  in 
writing  a  report  of  all  his  receipts  and  disbursements  for  the  year, 
and  exhibit  his  vouchers  for  same  at  each  annual  meeting ;  shall 
furnish  a  bond  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties,  whenever 
the  Society,  by  a  vote,  may  so  direct ;  and  shall,  at  the  expiration 
of  his  term  of  office,  place  in  the  hands  of  his  successor  all  books 
papers  and  other  property  in  his  possession  belonging  to  the 
Society. 

4.  lAhrctrian.  The  Librarian  shall  be  the  sole  custodian  of 
books  and  pamphlets  belonging  to  the  Society ;  shall  catalogue  the 
same  in  a  book  kept  for  the  purpose ;  shall  have  the  care  of  the 
entire  collection  of  relics  belonging  to  the  Society,  together  with 
the  room  in  which  they  are  kept,  and  shall  report 'the  condition  of 
same  at  each  annual  meeting. 

ARTICLE  V. 

COMMITTEES. 

1.  The  President,  First  and  Second  Vice  Presidents,  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  shall  constitute  a  committee  of  five,  to  be  known  as 
the  Executive  Conmiittee,  who  shall  have  in  charge  the  general 
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interest  of  the  Sodetj ;  shall  prepare  for  press  and  have  the  care 
of  all  publications  of  the  Society,  unless  by  a  vote  the  Society  see 
fit,  when  desirable,  to  elect  a  special  committee  for  that  purpose ; 
may  prepare  and  present  business ;  may  solicit  and  secure,  when 
practicable,  donations  to  the  Society's  funds,  or  collections ;  shall 
see  that  the  orders  of  the  Society  are  promptly  carried  out,  and 
that  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution  are  studiously  maintained. 
The  President  ex-ojficio  shall  at  each  annual  meeting  make  a 
report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Society  for  the  previous  year. 

2.   This  Society  shall,  at  its  annual  meeting  in  January,  1877, 

elect  by  ballot  three  persons— one  to  serve  for  one  year,  one  for 

two  years,  and  one  for  three  years — and  one  for  three  years  at 

each  annual  meeting  succeeding — who  shall  be  called  the  Standing 

Committee  on  Nominations.     It  shall  be  their  duty  to  examine  the 

qualifications  of  every  person  proposed  for  membership,  and  to  put 

in  nomination  such  persons  as  they  in  their  judgment  think  will 

promote  the  interests  of  the  Society.     Other  committees  may  be 

chosen,  as  occasion  requires,  but  all  committees  shall  report  their 

doings  in  writing. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

MEIIBEUS. 

] .  The  name  and  qualifications  for  membership  of  any  person 
of  good  character,  having  an  interest  in  the  objects  of  this  Society, 
may  be  proposed  at  any  meeting  thereof  and  referred  to  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Nominations ;  and  such  person  may,  at  the  next 
regular  meeting,  on  nomination  by  the  said  committee,  be  elected 
by  a  two-thirds  ballot  of  those  present.  But  no  person  shall  be 
considered  a  member  of  this  Society  until  he  has  signed  the  Con- 
stitution. 

AETICLE  VIL 

HONORARY. 

Honorary  members  may  be  proposed  and  elected  in  the  same 
manner  as  prescribed  for  active  members. 

ARTICLE  VIIL 

DUTIES   OF   MEMBERS. 

1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  member  to  bear  his  equal  burden 
of  the  expense  of  the  Society,  and  to  fill  any  office  or  perform  any 
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service  to  which  he  may  be  elected  or  appointed ;  to  endeavor  to 
seeare  for  it  whatever  he  can  that  will  add  to  the  number  or  value 
of  the  Society's  collection ;  to  bring  it  to  the  knowledge  and  con- 
sideration of  persons  of  similar  tastes  and  pursuits ;  to  propose  for 
membership  such  persons  as  are  known  to  be  interested  in  its 
work. 

2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  honorary  members  to  endeavor  to 
secure  articles  for  its  collection,  to  interest  themselves  for  its  honor 
and  prosperity,  and  to  correspond  at  least  once  a  year  with  the 
Society.  They  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  active 
members,  except  the  right  to  vote  or  hold  office. 

AETICLE  IX. 

MEETINGS. 

The  annual  meeting  for  the  election  of  officers,  and  for  the 
transaction  of  other  business,  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in 
January  of  each  year.  The  other  regular  meetings  shall  be  held 
on  the  first  Tuesday  of  each  of  the  remaining  months  in  the  year, 
excepting  July  and  August  Special  meetings  may  be  called  by 
the  President,  or  upon  the  written  request  of  any  three  members 
of  the  Society.  Five  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the 
transaction  of  business. 

ARTICLE  X. 

ASSESSMENTS   AND   DISBURSEMENTS. 

1.  Tax,  The  Society  may  at  any  regular  meeting,  by  a  vote, 
assess  a  tax  upon  its  members,  not  exceeding  one  dollar  per  capita  ; 
but  at  any  annual  meeting  the  Society  may  assess  such  sum  as 
may  be  needed  for  carrying  on  the  affairs  of  the  Society. 

2.  Life  Memberihip.  Any  member  who  shall  at  any  one  time 
pay  into  the  treasury  the  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars  shall  be  a  life 
member,  and  shall  thereafter  be  exempt  from  all  assessments. 

3.  Claims  against.  All  claims  against  the  Society  shall  be 
approved  by  the  member  contracting  the  same,  and  paid  by  the 
Treasurer,  on  a  written  order  signed  by  the  President  and  Secre- 
tary. 
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ARTICLE  XL 

FAILURES,   WITHDRAWALS,   EXPULSIONS. 

1.  Any  member  who  for  two  consecutive  years  shall  fail  to  pay 
any  assessment  made  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this 
Constitution,  and  shall  give  no  satisfactory  reason  therefor,  shall 
cease  to  be  a  member  of  the  Society,  and  the  Treasurer  shall 
notify  the  Secretary,  who  shall  make  record  of  the  fact. 

2.  Withdrawali,  Any  member  may  withdraw  from  the  Society 
by  giving  notice  of  his  intention  to  the  Secretary  and  paying  all 
assessments  due  at  the  time  of  giving  such  notice,  and  the  Secre- 
tary shall  make  record  of  the  fact 

3.  Expuhions.  Any  member  may,  from  any  breach  of  trust  or 
malfeasance  in  office,  or  for  any  other  cause,  be  expelled  from  the 
Society  hy  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  those  present  at  any  regular 
meeting ;  provided^  that  the  number  present  shall  not  be  less  than 
a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  members.  But  no  member 
shall  be  -expelled  from  the  Society  without  first  having  an  oppor- 
tunity to  explain  his  case  at  some  regular  meeting. 

ARTICLE  Xn. 

AMENDMENTS. 

Alterations  or  amendments  to  the  Constitution  may  be  made  at 
any  regular  meeting,  by  a  two-thirds  vote ;  provided,  that  a  notice 
of  the  proposed  change  has  been  given  in  writing  at  some  previous 
meeting. 

ARTICLE  Xin. 

On  the  passage  and  adoption  of  the  foregoing  Constitution,  all 
other  articles  previously  used  for  the  government  of  this  Society 
are  hereby  repealed. 
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fE  IT  KNOWN,  That  whereas  Samuel  Elias  Staplkb,  Clajrk 
JiLLSON,  Ellbbt  B.  Cranb,  Danibl  Seagrave,  Frajnklin 
PiEsciE  Rice,  James  Andrew  Smith,  Albert  Alfonzo  Lovbll  and 
Albbbt  Ttleb,  have  associated  themselves  with  the  intention  of  forming 
a  corporation  ander  the  name  of 

for  the  purpose  of  cultivating  and  encouraging  among  its  members  a  love 
and  admiration  for  antiquarian  research  and  arch»oIogical  science ;  and, 
so  far  as  practicable,  to  rescue  from  oblivion  any  historical  matter  that 
might  otherwise  be  lost ;  also,  the  collection  and  preservation  of  antiqua- 
rian relics  of  every  description,  with  a  capital  of  an  amount  not  yet  estab- 
lished, nor  divided  into  shares,  and  have  complied  with  the  provisions  of 
the  Statutes  of  this  Commonwealth  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  as 
appears  from  the  certificate  of  the  President,  Treasurer,  and  Directors  of 
said  corporation  duly  approved  by  the  Commissioner  of  Corporations,  and 
recorded  In  this  office  : 

9ob,  S^enfbrt,  I,  Hknrt  B.  Peirce,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  do  hereby  certify,  that  said  S.  E.  Staples,  C.  Jill- 
SON,  E.  B.  Crane,  D.  Sbagrave,  F.  P.  Rice,  J.  A.  Smith,  A.  A.  Lov- 
ELL  and  A.  Tyler,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  legally  organized 
and  established  as  and  are  hereby  made  an  existing  corporation,  under  the 
name  of  The  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity,  with  the  powers, 
rights  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  the  limitations,  duties  and  restrictions, 
which  by  law  appertain  thereto. 

iL.  s.]  WITNESS  my  official  signature  hereunto  subscribed,  and 
the  seal  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  hereunto 
affixed  this  twenty-second  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-seven. 

HENRY  B.  PEIRCE, 

Sicretttry  of  the  Commontpealth. 


Henby  Francis  Douglas, Providence,  R.  I. 

Chablss  Henry  James  Douglas,      .       .       .        Proyidence,  R.  I. 

Israel  Plummer, Northbridge. 

*HARysY  DwiOHT  JiLLSON,  M.  D., Fitchburg. 

Charles  Augustus  Morgan, Fitchburg. 

Henry  Loriston  Shumway, Worcester. 

Osgood  Plummer, *       .    Worcester. 

Alfred  Seulye  Roe,  A.  M., Worcester. 

George  Elbridge  Boyden, Worcester. 

Eben  Francis  Thompson, Worcester. 

Preston  Day  Jones, Worcester. 

Theodore  Silas  Johnson, Worcester. 

Thomas  Edward  Baktlett Worcester. 

William  H.  Bigelow, Brattleboro,  Yt. 

Stephen  C.  Earle, Worcester- 

Charles  W.  Fenno, Worcester. 


^x£e  Ptmbets. 

Hon.  Clark  Jillson, Worcester. 

Ellery  Bicknell  Crane,  Esq., Worcester. 


||anonii2  Pentbtrs. 
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Rey.  Lucius  Robinson  Paige,  D.  D.,  ' .  .  Cambridgeport,  Mass. 
Clarendon  Harris,  Esq.,      .       ;       .       •       .  Worcester,  Mass. 

Hon.  Charles  Hi/dson,  A.  M.,  ....  Lexington,  Mass. 
Hon.  John  Denntson  Baldwin,  A.  M,.  .  .  Worcester,  Mass. 
Benbc)N  John  Lossing,  LL.D.,  ....  Doyer  Plains,  N.Y. 
Joseph  Jackson  Howard,  LL.D.,  ....  London,  Eng. 
GxTiLERMO  Rawson,  M.  D.,         .       Buenos  Ayres,  Argentine  Republic. 

Hon.  Henry  Clark, Rutland,  Yt. 

Rey.  Adin  Ballou, Hopedale,  Mass. 

John  George  Metcalf,  M.  D.,         ....        Mendon,  Mass. 

Hon.  Holmes  Ammidown, Xew  York  City. 

Rey.  Abu  AH  P.  Marvin, Lancaster,  Mass. 

Elihu  Burritt,  Esq.,  New  Britain,  Ct. 

Rey.  Carlton  A.  Staples, Proyidence,  R.  L 

William  Sumner  Barton,  Esq.,      ....     Worcester,  Mass. 


PROCEEDINGS. 


^ubluations  oi  t^je  Soctetg. 


No.  I.— Pbocebdings  fob  1876-7. 

No.  II. — CONBTITXTTIC^  AND    LiST    OF    OFFICERS,  PUBLI6BKD  WITH 

NuMBBB  One  of  Proceedikgs. 

I 

No.  in.— Pboceedikos  fob  1877. 

No.  lY.— iNBCBIPTIONS  FBOM  THE  OlD  BuBIAL  GBOUMDS  IN  WOB- 
CEBTEB,  PUBLISHED  WITH  NlIMBBR  ThREB  OF  PBOCEBDINOB. 


PROCEEDINGS 

For  1877. 


(Continued.) 

The  first  regular  meeting  of  this  Society,  as  a 
corporate  body,  was  held  on  the  second  day  of  April, 
at  the  residence  of  Clark  Jillson,  No.  9  Garden  Street. 
After  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  had  been 
read  and  approved,  the  President,  Samuel  E.  Staples, 
Esq.,  made  the  following  remarks : 

REMARKS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Gesttlemen  : — 

I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  a  few  thoughts  suggested 
bj  this  first  meeting  of  The  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity  as  a 
legally  organized  body,  the  Certificate  of  Incorporation  having 
been  granted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  on  the 
twenty-second  day  of  last  month. 

Heretofore  our  association  has  been  a  voluntary  one, 'in  no  way 
responsible  to  the  law,  only  so  far  as  we  as  individuals  members 
are  amenable  to  the  laws  of  the  land  under  which  we  live.  Hence- 
forth it  is  to  be  otherwise ;  the  organization,  not  the  individual  is 
to  be  recognized  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  responsibilities 
and  obligations  which  may  rest  upon  this  association.  The  laws 
of  the  state  embody  in  a  general  way  our  privileges  ;  our  by-laws 
define  onr  special  duties,  and  in  the  performance  of  these,  each 
member  should  move  in  his  proper  place,  promptly  and  faithfully 
doing  the  part  assigned  to  him,  and  all  unitedly  striving  to  promote 
the  interests  which  we  have  in  common, — the  upbuilding,  enlarge- 
ment, and  usefulness  of  this  Association. 
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A  little  more  than  two  years  since,  it  seemed  desirable  to  a  few 
persons  who  had  considered  the  matter,  that  an  association  of  this 
kind,  adapted  to  meet  the  wants  of  all  classes  in  the  community, 
should  be  organized  here.  The  history  of  this  movement  is  fa- 
miliar to  most  of  the  gentlemen  now  present.  If  any,  however, 
are  uninformed  concerning  this  matter,  by  reading  the  published 
Proceedings  which  have  been  carefully  and  judiciously  compiled  by 
one  of  our  officers,  the  Hon.  Clark  Jillson,  and  which  are  now  ready 
for  distribution,  they  may  obtain  the  desired  information.  I  think 
all  will  agree  with  me  that  our  work  for  these  two  years  has  not 
been  in  vain,  and  that  much  has  been  accomplished  in  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  designs  proposed.  Certainly  a  deeper  interest  has 
been  manifested  in  historical  research;  and  the  effort  to  collect  his- 
torical matter  has  been  largely  increased. 

We  now  have  enrolled  thirty-seven  members,  two  of  whom 
have  been  constituted  Life,  and  four  are  Honorary  members. 
Among  these,  it  is  gratifying  to  note,  the  several  professions  are 
well  represented. 

This  Society  has  the  ability  as  well  as  the  opportunity  to 
become  a  power  in  this  community  for  usefulness,  and  its  influ- 
ence will,  I  doubt  not,  hereafter  be  felt  in  the  dissemination  of 
knowledge  that  will  be  of  much  practical  use.  While  we  have 
gained  numerically,  we  have  in  a  greater  ratio  gained  in  strength. 
As  the  rolling  body  by  accretion  magnifies  itself,  so  this  body  in 
its  future  progress  may  expect  a  still  larger  increase  in  numbers 
and  the  accomplishment  of  work  hardly  yet  contemplated.  Men 
of  learning,  of  culture  and  refinement,  will  be  drawn  to  this  asso- 
iation,  if  by  our  works  we  prove  ourselves  worthy  to  receive  them. 
Those  of  us,  and  I  include  myself  among  the  number,  who  have 
been  less  favored  in  some  respects  than  others,  should  not,  and  of 
course  will  not  manifest  any  feeling  of  jealousy,  if  they  in  turn 
supplant  us,  leading  where  we  have  heretofore  led,  while  we  hum- 
bly follow  as  learners  at  their  feet.  It  is  the  usefulness  of  the 
association  that  we  desire,  and  not  self-advantage  or  personal 
aggrandizement. 

In  associations  of  this  kind  the  use  of  titles  is,  I  believe,  always 
allowable,  and  I  am  certainly  sure,  that  members  of  corporate 
bodies  are  Fellows  of  the  body  to  which  they  belong.     I  think  it 
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wodd  be  judicious  and  highly  proper  for  this  associatioix  to  make 
provision  for  the  conferring  of  titles  upon  its  members ;  and  I 
therefore  recommend  that  the  Executive  Committee  be  authorized, 
DOW  and  hereafter,  to  grant  a  Certificate  to  such  persons,  members 
of  the  Society,  as  may  be  approved  by  the  same,  who  shall  pay 
into  the  treasury  for  the  purpose,  the  sum  of  five  dollars,  confer- 
ring upon  them  the  title  of  F.  S.  A. — Fellow  op  the  Society 
OF  AxTiQuiTY.  I  think  it  none  too  soon  to  adopt  this  provision, 
as  it  would  be  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  Society  and  an  ad  van- 
taffe  to  our  members. 

I  have  put  these  few  remarks  in  writing  that  I  might  be  able  to 
say  just  what  I  desired  to  at  this  time,  and  to  make  such  sugges- 
tions as  seemed  to  me  timely  and  judicious.  I  will  not  detain  you 
longer  now,  only  to  add,  that  I  look  for  a  bright  and  prosperous 
future  for  this  new  society  as  an  incorporated  body,  and  doubt  not 
there  will  be  eventually  realized  more  than  the  most  sanguine  have  ' 
ever  contemplated. 

That  portion  of  the  above  remarks  relating  to  the 
conferring  of  titles  was  referred  to  a  committee  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  Crane,  Metcalf,  Jillson  Comins,  and 
Dodge. 

Edward  I.  Comins,  Esq.,  read  a  brief  but  in- 
terestinoj  sketch  relatincr  to  Mr.  Ebenezer  Dunbar  of 
Leicester,  Mass.,  who  was  one  hundred  years  old  on 
the  29th  day  of  March  last. 

The  meeting  held  May  1st,  1877,  was  at  the  resi- 
dence of  Mr.  EUery  B.  Crane,  19  Benefit  Street. 

The  Secretary  made  the  following  report,  which 
was  accepted  and  placed  on  file  : 

SECRETAKY'S  REPORT. 
To  the  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity : 

By  direction  of  the  Executive  Committee,  the  Secretary  of  this 
Society  has  forwarded  by  mail  and  otherwise,  sixty-six  (66)  copies 
of  Proceedings  No.  I.  to  various  Societies,  Associations,  State 
Libraries,  and  individuals.  • 
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In  retam,  he  has  received  valuable  donatioDs  to  our  library, 
from  Rev.  L.  R.  Paige,  D.  D.,  the  N.  E.  Historic- Genealogical 
Society,  Maine  State  Library,  Wisconsin  Historical  Society,  Astor 
Library,  Providence  Atheneum,  the  Essex  Institute,  and  others,  a 
detailed  report  of  which  will  be  given  by  the  Librarian.  Also, 
acknowledgements  by  letter  and  postal  from  twenty-one  other 
sources  for  Proceedings  received. 

Suitable  acknowledgements  have  been  forwarded  to  the  donors 
for  their  contributions  by  the  Secretary  in  behalf  ef  the  Society. 

Several  letters  of  congratulation  and  commendation  have  also 
been  received  from  distinguished  and  professional  gentlemen,  com- 
plimentary of  our  efforts  and  productions. 

Your  Secretary  has  delivered  two  copies  of  Proceedings,  No.  I, 
,  and  one  copy  of  the  Constitution  marked  No.  II,  tto  each  of  the 
thirty  active  members  of    the  Society,  and  forwarded  by   mail 
one  copy  of  No.  I,  to  each  of  the  Honorary  members. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DANIEL  SEAGRAVE, 

Secretary, 
Worcester,  May  1, 1877. 

The  following  letters  were  read  by  the  Secretary : 

The  Ridge,  Dover  Plains  P.  O., 
Duchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  April  20, 1877. 

My  Dear  Sir: 

Thanks  for  your  kind  letter  of  the  16th  inst.,  received 
after  I  had  sent  a  note  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  a  copy  of 
your  Proceedings. 

I  should  feel  much  honored  in  being  a  member  of  your  Associ- 
ation. I  fear,  however,  that  I  should  not  be  a  very  useful  one. 
Whatever  I  might  do  to  further  the  ends  of  the  Society  would  be 
most  cheerfully  done. 

Yours  very  truly, 

BENSON  J.  LOSSING. 
Sam'l  E.  Staples,  Esq. 
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Worcester,  Mass.,  Mjut.  11, 1877. 
Samuel  E.  Staples,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir  : — I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  from  the  £x- 
ecative  Committee  of  the  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity,  of  the 
Proceedings  of  that  Society,  No.  I,  and,  in  a  separate  pamphlet, 
their  CoDstitiition  and  By-Laws, /or  the  library  of  this  institution. 

In  expressing  thanks  for  these  acceptable  gifts,  permit  me  to  say 
that  our  Society  should  be  much  gratified  to  find  associations  like 
Tonrt  springing  up  by  its  side,  as  one  of  the  fruits  of  that  taste 
for  historical  studies  which  it  is  its  special  object  to  inspire. 

Wishing   eyery   success  to    yourselves   and   those   whom  you 

represent,  I  am 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

S.  F.  HAVEN, 

Librarian  A.  A,  S, 
Executive  Committee  of 

The  Wor.  aoc'y  of  Antiquity, 

The  following  reply  was  made  by  the  President  to 
the  latter: 

Worcester,  March  15, 1877. 
S.  F.  Hatem,  Esq., 

Librarian  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society^ — 

Mt  Dkak  Sir: — ^I  am  favored  with  your  note  of  the  11th  inst., 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  Proceedings  of  The  Worcester 
Sodety  of  Antiquity,  in  which  you  express  your  approval  of  the 
formation  of  such  associations  and  your  best  wishes  for  the  success 
of  our  enterprise. 

Permit  me  in  reply  to  thank  you  for  the  polite  manner  in  which 
you  have  referred  to  our  Society,  and  reciprocating  your  kind 
wishes,  we  doul^t  not  but  the  pleasant  relations  of  to-day  will 
ilways  continue. 

In  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Tours  respectfully, 

S.  E.  STAPLES. 

Mr.  Crane  read  an  interesting  paper  entitled  ^^Mem- 
oranda concerning  recent  Archaeological  Research, 
and  thoughts  suggested  by  relics  of  Antiquity." 
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The  meeting  held  June  5th  was  at  the  office  of 
Alexander  C.  Munroe,  No.  442  Main  Street  Mr. 
Jillson,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Publication, 
made  a  report  which  was  accepted  and  placed  on  file. 

The  Secretary  read  several  letters  among  which  was 
one  from  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  of  London,  ac- 
knowledging the  receipt  of  our  Proceedings  No.  I. 

Mr.  Crane,  in  behalf  of  the  committee  on  titles 
made  the  following  report  which  was  accepted  and 
placed  on  file. 

Mr,  President  and  Members  of  the  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity : 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  matter  of  conferring 
the  title  of  F.  S.  A.  (Fellow  of  the  Society  of  Antiquity)  upon 
its  members,  have  attended  to  their  duty  and  beg  leave  to  offer 
the  following  report : 

Having  given  the  subject  much  thought  and  consideration,  and 
after  having  taken  considerable  time  in  obtaining  important  infor- 
mation from  England  where  such  titles  are  more  commonly  in  use, 
your  committee  are  unanimous,  in  view  of  the  facts  thus  gained, 
in  arriving  at  the  conclusion  that  it  is  inexpedient  at  the  present 
time  to  adopt  the  style  of  conferring  titles  in  the  manner  hs  sub- 
mitted to  them ;  but  your  committee  would  beg  leave  to  recommend 
that  a  certificate  of  membership  in  the  usual  form,  bearing  the  prop- 
er signature  and  the  seal  of  the  Society,  be  presented  to  each  mem- 
ber on  application  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  for  the  same 
which  certificate  might  be  used  by  the  holder  in  presenting  himself 
to  the  officers  of  any  library  or  kindred  societjj  as  evidence  of 
membership  of  this  corporate  body.  • 

E.  B.  CKANE,  ) 

BENJ.  J.  DODGE,    y    Committee. 

CLARK  JILLSON,  ) 

Worcester,  June  5th,  1877. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crane,  a  committee  consisting  of 
himself,  Messrs.  Harding  and  Dodge,  were  appointed 
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to  consider  the  matter  of  providing  certain  newspa- 
pers for  the  use  of  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harding,  Mr.  Jillson  was  author- 
ized to  purchase  forty  copies  of  the  Centennial  Anni- 
versary Proceedings  of  the  City  of  Worcester,  July 
4th,  1876. 

Mr.  Staples  read  an  interesting  and  instructive  his- 
torical paper  on  "  Normal  Schools  and  their  origin." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jillson,  it  was  voted  that  so  much 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Titles  as  relates 
to  Certificates  of  Membership,  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  three,  and  Messrs.  Jillson,  Seagrave  and 
Lawrence  were  appointed. 

Mr.  Charles  K.  Johnson  gave  a  brief  historical 
sketch  of  the  skull  of  a  British  Soldier  who  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Concord,  April  19th,  1775,  now 
in  the  possession  of  a  member  of  this  Society. 

Each  member  of  the  Society  was  requested,  by 
vote,  to  prepare  a  brief  biography  of  himself,  to  be 
filed  with,  his  photograph,  in  the  archives  of  the  So- 
ciety, for  future  reference. 

On  the  19th  of  June,  a  Special  Meeting  was  held 
at  the  office  of  Alexander  C.  Munroe,  Esq.,  442  Main 
Street.  Mr.  Jillson  reported  that  he  had  purchased 
as  directed  by  vote  at  a  previous  meeting,  forty 
copies  of  the  ^account  of  the  Celebration  of  the  4  th 
of  July,  1876,  in  Worcester,  for  the  use  of  the  So- 
ciety, at  a  cost  of  ten  dollars. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Crane,  Jillson, 
and  Rice,  were  ^appointed  for  the  purpose  of  consid 
ering  the  expediency  6(  obtaining  a  room  in  which 
to  transact  the  business  of  the  Society. 
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By  special  request,  Mr.  Crane  repeated  the  reading 
of  his  "  Memoranda  concerning  recent  Archaeological 
Research,  and  thoughts  suggested  by  Relics  of  An- 
tiquity/* 

The  Regular  Meeting,  Sept  4th,  was  held  at  the 
ofl&ce  of  William  B.  Harding,  Esq.,  398  Main  Street. 
The  question  was  raised  as  to  the  propriety  of  ad- 
mitting minors  to  membership,  but  it  was  decided, 
after  some  discussion,  that  a  minor  could  become  a 
member  of  a  corporate  body,  under  our  laws,  unless 
prohibited  by  special  rule  or  by-law,  and  Mr.  E.  F. 
Thompson,  a  minor,  was  then  elected  a  member  of 
this  Society. 

Mr.  Crane  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider 
the  matter  in  relation  to  procuring  files  of  certain 
newspapers  in  Worcester  County  for  preservation  by 
the  Society,  made  a  report,  which  was  accepted  and 
its  recommendations  adopted. 

The  committee  on  procuring  a  Room,  submitted  a 
report  recommending  the  hiring  of  the  apartments 
recently  vacated  by  the  B.  B.  &  G.  R  R  Corporation 
in  Worcester  Bank  Block  on  Foster  Street,  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Crane,  Mr.  Jillson  was  appointed  a 
committee  to  hire  the  room  recommended  as  above. 

Mr.  Crane,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Burial 
Grounds,  stated  that  more  than  one  thousand  inscrip- 
tions had  been  copied  from  Tombstones  in  various 
places  in  Worcester  County,  during  the  past  sum- 
mer. He  also  read  some  of  the  epitaphs  and  bio- 
grapical  sketches  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  town  of 
Mendon,  and  stated  that  he  had  copied  the  inscrip- 
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tions  in  the  Old  Burial  Ground  in  Mendon,  for  the 
purpose  of  placing  them  in  the  archives  of  the  So- 
ciety, for  future  reference. 

Mr.  Lovell  stated  that  William  S.  Barton,  Esq.,  had 
granted  permission  to  the  Society  to  publish  the  in- 
scriptions copied  by  him  from  the  Old  Burial  Place  on 
the  Common  in  1846,  with  such  other  inscriptions  as 
might  seem  desirable,  and  a  limited  number  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed  with  the  Proceedings  for  1877; 
and  thereupon  Messrs.  Lovell  and  Rice  were  added 
to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

The  Regular  Meeting  held  Oct.  2d,  was  at  No.  6, 
Worcester  Bank  Block  on  Foster  Street,  which  was 
the  first  meeting  held  in  the  new  apartments. 

A  committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Crane,  Roe  and 
Shumway,  was  appointed  to  draft  Resolutions  relating 
to  the  death  of  Harvey  D  wight  Jillson,  M.  D.,  of 
Fitchburg,  an  Active  member  of  this  Society. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Lovell,  Jillson, 
and  Dodge,  was  appointed  to  recommend  such  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution  as  might  be  thought  neces- 
sary. 

The  meeting  of  Nov.  6th,  occurring  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  State  Election,  was  adjourned  to  Nov.  9th, 
at  which  time  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred, 
at  the  last  regular  meeting,  the  matter  of  providing 
for  the  apportionment  of  Work  among  the  members, 
reported  as  follows : 

The  Committee  of  the  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity  to  whom 
was  referred  the  matter  of  so  parcelling  out  the  Work  of  the  So- 
ciety, as  most  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  its  active  force,  have 
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attended  to  their  duty,  and  after  a  careful  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject, would  respectfully  submit  the  following  recommendations : 

That  there  be  created  in  the  Society,  four  departments,  to  be 
known  respectively  as : — the  Department  of  Archaeology  and  Gen- 
eral History ;  the  Department  of  Local  History  and  Genealogy  ; 
the  Department  of  Ancient  Manuscripts,  Publications,  and  En- 
gravings ;  and  the  Department  of  Relics,  Coins,  and  Curiosities. 

That  each  of  the  Active  Members  of  the  Society  be  assigned 
by  the  President,  to  at  least  one  of  these  Departments,  the  wishes 
and  tastes  of  every  one  being  consulted,  as  far  as  possible,  in  the 
assignment. 

That  the  several  Departments  organize  themselves,  as  soon  as 
may  be,  after  their  creation,  by  the  clioice  of  proper  officers,  and 
the  appointment  of  appropriate  committees. 

That  each  member  is  expected  to  contribute  so  far  as  lies  in  his 
power,  to  the  researches  of  the  Department  to  which  he  belongs, 
and  that  there  be  annually  presented  to  the  Society,  a  written  re- 
port of  the  doings  of  each  Department  during  the  year  last  pre- 
ceding, such  reports  to  be  kept  on  file  in  the  Society's  archives. 

That  these  recommendations,  if  adopted,  take  effect  the  first  of 
the  ensuing  year. 

ALBERT  A.  LOVELL. 
FRANKLIN  P.  RICE. 
CHAS.  R.  JOHNSON. 

The  recommendations  contained  in  this  report  were 
adopted. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draft  Resolutions  on 
the  death  of  Dr.  Jillson  made  the  following  report : 

Mr,  President  and  Members  of 

The  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity : 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  matter  of  preparing 
Resolutions  on  the  death  of  one  of  our  number,  Dr.  Harvey 
D WIGHT  Jillson  of  Fitchburg,  Mass.,  have  attended  to  their 
duty,  and  would  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following 
Resolutions.  i 
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The  Comtnittee,  however,  desire  to  say  that  in  drafting  the  arti- 
cles herewith  presented,  they  felt  keenly  the  need  of  a  more  per- 
wnal  acquaintance  with  our  deceased  friend  that  perfect  justice 
might  be  done  in  referring  to  his  noble  character,  and  the  high  aims 
that  have  constantly  been  made  conspicuous  during  his  professional 
life.  And  'whatever  may  have  been  omitted  here  through  the  want 
of  sufficient  knowledge  on  our  part,  we  trust  will  be  amply  sup- 
plied by  our  w^orthy  and  more  capable  friend  and  associate,  Hon. 
Clark  Jillson  in  his  biographical  sketch  of  the  deceased  yet  to  be 
written. 

Wherkas,  Dr.  Harvey  Dwight  Jillson,  of  Fitchburg,  an 
active  member  of  this  Society,  died  Sept.  25th,  1876,  his  death 
being  the  first  that  has  occurred  in  the  membership  of  our  Society, 
therefore. 

Resolved^  Xhat  in  his  career  as  a  physician,  as  a  citizen,  and  as  a 
friend,  he  w^as  faithful,  considerate,  and  conscientious,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  all  public  and  private  duties,  and  this  not  to  win  ap- 
plause, but  from  the  impulses  of  the  true  manhood  which  was 
characteristic  of  his  life. 

Resolved^,  That  although  his  connection  with  this  Socaety  was 
too  brief  to  allow  of  that  full  acquaintance  with  its  members 
which  we  all  so  sincerely  desired,  it  was  sufficiently  long  to  im- 
press  us  with  his  interest  in  the  pursuits  in  which  we  are  engaged, 
and  to  leave  with  us  a  consciousness  of  the  loss  we  have  sustained 
in  his  unexpected  decease. 

Resoloed,  That  our  esteemed  colleague,  Hon.  Clark  Jillson,  be. 
requeste<l  to  prepare  a  biographical  sketch  of  the  deceased  for 
preservation  in  the  archives  of  the  Society. 

Resoli^edy  That  these  expressions  of  our  appreciation  of  Dr. 
Jillson  be  entered  upon  the  records  of  our  Society,  and  that  the 
Secretary  be  instructed  to  transmit  a  copy  to  his  family,  as  an  as- 
surance of  our  sympathy  in  their  affliction. 

ELLERY  B.  CRANE,  )  ^  .  ; 
HENRY  L.  SHUMWAY,  V  ^P^''\^ 
ALFRED  S.  ROE,      )   ^^'«'^*^^^^- 

The  above  report  was  unanimously  adopted  by  a 
standing  vote. 
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The  President,  as  chairman  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, made  a  report  in  relation  to  procuring  furni- 
ture, etc.,  for  the  room,  which  was  accepted  and 
placed  on  file. 

Mr.  Lovell,  in  behalf  of  the  committee  on  Amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution,  made  a  report,  which  was 
recommitted  to  the  committee. 

The  committee  on  Certificates  made  a  report,  which 
was  accepted  and  the  recommendations  therein  con- 
tained adopted,  as  follows : 

To  the  President  and  Members  of 

The   Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity : 

The  committeo  appointed  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  mat- 
ter concernii^  Certificates  of  Membership,  have  given  the  subject 
their  attention,  and  are  unanimous  in  the  opinion  that  such  Certifi- 
cate should  be  issued  by  this  Society ;  and  we  recommend  the  fol- 
lowing form,  to  wit : 

7%w  is  to  certify  that  A.  B,  teas  drdy  elected  and  properly  qtudi- 
fiedj  as  a  Member  of   The   Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity,  on  this 
day  of  A,  D,  18 

Witness  our  hands  and  the  Seal  of  our  said  Society,  this 

^y  of  A.  D,  18     ,  at  the  City  of  Worcester,  in  the  County  of 

Worcester,  and  State  of  Massachusetts, 

■  President. 

[l.  s.]  ■  Secretary," 

In  consequence  of  the  unusual  expenditure  of  money  in  fitting 
up  and  furnishing  our  room  and  the  publication  of  certain  docu- 
ments, we  recommend  that  no  further  action  be  taken  at  present, 
in  case  this  report  is  adopted,  and  that  the  whole  mattec  of  en- 
graving and  printing  Certificates  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee  to  take  such  action  therein  as  they  may  deem  proper, 
at  such  time  as  the  Society  may  direct. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CLARK  JILLSON. 

DANIEL  SEAGRAVE. 
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The  following  letters  were  read  by  tbe  Secretary  : 

HoPEDALE,  Mass.,  Oct.  18,  1877. 
Daniel  Seaorave,  Esq., 

Dear  Sire — ^I  received  yesterday  your  communication  of  the 
loth  insLy  officially  informing  me  that  at  the  last  meeting  of  "  The 
Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity,"  I  was  unanimously  elected  an 
Honorary  Member  of  said  Society.  I  accept  the  honor  and  privi- 
leges thus  kindly  conferred  on  me  with  grateful  pleasure,  and  will 
endeavor  to  manifest  my  appreciation  thereof  by  such  contribution 
of  books  to  the  Society's  library  and  others  of  incidental  service 
as  may  be  in  my  humble  power.  When  possibly  convenient,  I 
shall  gladly  attend  the  Society's  monthly  meetings.  Present  my 
cordial  thanks  to  the  Society,  and  accept  for  yourself  assurance 
of  my  high  fraternal  esteem. 

Respectfully  yours, 

ADIN  BALLOU. 


Lancaster,  Mass.,  October  19,  1877. 
Bai?iel  Sbagrate,  Esq., 

Bear  Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  note,  in- 
ionmng  me  of  my  election  as  an  Honorary  Member  of  "  The  Wor- 
cester Society  of  Antiquity." 

Please  convey  to  the  Society  my  grateful  appreciation  of  the 
honor,  with  the  assurance  that  I  shall  be  happy  to  contribute,  so 
iar  as  possible,  to  the  success  of  the  object  they  have  in  view. 

Respectfully  yours, 

A.  P.  MARVIN. 


Mendon,  Oct.  20,  1877. 
Daniel  Seagrave,  Esq., 

See,  Wot,  8oc.  of  Antiquity, 
Dear  Sir: — ^Your  favor  of  Oct.  15th  inst.,  informing  me  of 
^y  election  as  an  Honorary  Member  of  "  The  Worcester  Society 
of  Antiquity,"  was  duly  received.  Being  in  accord  with  those 
^^0,  while  mindful  of  the  duties  of  the  present,  do  not  neglect  to 
search  for  lessons  of  wisdom  from  the  records  of  the  past,  I  cor- 
^ally  accept  the  proffered  honor  of  a  membership  of  your  Society. 

Respectfully  yours, 

JOHN  G.  METCALF. 
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Metropolitan  Hotel,  ) 

Washington,  D.  C,  Oct.  20tlvl877. ) 

Daniel  Seaguave,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  The  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity. 

Mt  Dear  Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  re- 
receipt  of  your  note  of  the  15th  instant,  informing  me  of  my 
election  as  an  Honorary  Member  of  the  Society  which  you 
represent,  as  its  Secretary. 

Please  represent  to  your  associates  my  high  appreciation  of  the 
honor  confeiTed,  and  signify  to  them  my  acceptance. 

For  many  years  I  have  felt  an  ardent  interest  in  the  noble  ob- 
ject of  your  Society,  and  shall  be  glad,  so  far  as  occasion  may 
afford,  to  aid  in  advancing  its  interest  in  the  cause  of  preserving 
that  which  is  of  worth  and  value  in  the  line  of  antiquity.     *     * 

Respectfully, 

HOLMES  AMMIDOWN. 

The  following  communication  from  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Antiquarian  Society  was  also  read  : 

Contoocook,  N.  H.,  October  17, 1877. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  New  Hampshire  Antiquarian  Society,  on 
the  16th  of  October,  1877,  the  following,  offered  by  the  Rev.  Silas 
Ketchum,  President  of  the  Society,  was  unanimously  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  congratulations  of  this  Society  are  hereby 
tendered  to  "  The  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity,"  on  its  auspi- 
cious beginning,  and  encouraging  prospect  of  prosperity  and  use- 
fulness. That  we  recognize  with  pleasure,  in  its  Constitution  and 
Proceedings,  a  plan  and  purpose  similar  to  our  own.  That  we  ex- 
tend to  the  said  Society  "  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,"  and  as- 
surances of  our  cordial  regard,  and  of  our  desire  that  the  two 
Societies  maintain  the  most  fraternal  relations,  and  be  mutually 
helpful  to  each  other.  That  in  evidence  of  our  sincerity,  it  is 
hereby  ordered,  that  copies  of  all  works  issued,  or  hereafter  to  be 
issued,  by  this  Society,  be  furnished  to  "  The  Worcester  Society  of 
Antiquity,"  free  of  cost.  That  this  resolution  be  entered  upon 
our  Records,  and  an  attested  copy  thereof  be  forwarded,  by  the 
Recording   Secretary,  to   the   Hon.  Clark   Jillson,  an   Honorary 
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Membe^  of  this  Society,  and  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents  of  the 
said  **  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity,"  to  be  by  him  presented  in 
our  name. 

A  true  copy  of  Record, — Attest : 

CHARLES  GOULD, 

Becordlm/  Secretary  of  Vie 

New  Uampshire  Antiquarian  Society, 

The  Secretary  was  authorized,  by  vote,  to  com- 
municate to  the  New  Hampshire  Antiquarian  Society 
our  appreciation  of  their  good  wishes ;  and  he  was 
also  directed  to  forward  to  them  all  publications  of 
this  Society,  free  of  cost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shumway,  it  was  voted,  that 
with  the  beginning  of  the  new  year,  there  be  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  on  Biography,  whosfe  duty  it 
should  be  to  procure  from  every  member  of  the 
Society  a  Biographical  Sketch  of  himself,  with  such 
genealogical  records  as  may  be  accessible,  to  be 
written  on  uniform  paper  in  proper  form  for  bind- 
ing, the  same  to  be  preserved  in  the  archives  of  the 
Society. 

The  Society  voted  to  open  the  room  on  Tuesday 
evening  of  each  week  for  the  convenience  of  the 
members. 

On  motionvf)f  Mr.  Merriam,  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee was  authorised  to  issue  written  Certificates  of 
Membership  to  such  members  as  apply  for  the  same. 

At  the  meeting  held  Dec.  4th,  1877,  a  letter  was 
read  by  the  Secretary,  from  Elihu  Burritt,  Esq.,  in 
acknowledgement  of  his  election  to  Honorary  mem- 
bership, as  follows  : 
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New  Britain,  Conn.,  Nov.  20.  77. 
Daniel  Seagrave,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  The  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity, 

Dear  Sir: — I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  10th  inst.,  and 
read  with  great  interest  the  Report  of  your  admirable  Society, 
and  would  heartily  congratulate  you  for  what  it  has  already 
achieved.  I  feel  all  the  more  interest  in  your  programme  because 
it  does  not  propose  any  unfriendly  or  ambitious  rivalry  with  the 
venerable  Antiquarian  Society,  to  which  I  shall  always  feel  more 
indebted  than  to  any  other  institution  in  America.  Truly  your 
new  Society  has  made  a  very  successful  and  auspicious  beginning 
in  the  collection  of  such  a  large  number  of  volumes  of  such  rare 
antiquity  and  value,  and  I  would  congratulate  you  on  the  acquisi- 
tion of  such  precious  treasures,  which  must  grow  dearer  to  the 
literary  world  from  year  to  year.  I  feel  a  deep  interest  in  your 
efforts  to  gather  up  the  scattered  threads  of  local  history  in  the 
several  towns  of  Worcester  County  ere  they  are  lost,  so  that 
coming  'generations  may  know  and  appreciate  what  the  noble 
heart  of  the  Commonwealth  has  been  to  Massachusetts  and  to 
the  nation  at  large ;  and  that  they  may  also  know  what  each  con- 
stituent town  has  contributed  to  the  history  of  the  county. 

I  beg  to  convey  through  you  to  the  Society  you  represent  my 
sincere  thanks  for  the  honor  of  being  enrolled  among  its  honorary 
members.  Although  I  may  not  be  able  to  render  any  practical 
service  as  such  a  member,  I  shall  be  equally  pleased  to  have  my 
name  associated  with  the  admirable  objects  you  have  in  view. 

Truly  yours, 

ELIHU  BURRITT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lamb,  a  committee,  consisting  of 
himself,  H.  L.  Shumway  and  Franklin  P.  Rice,  was 
appointed  by  nomination  to  report  a  list  of  ofl&cers, 
to  be  voted  for  by  the  Society,  for  the  year  1878. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  matter 
of  reporting  Amendments  to  the  Constitution,  report- 
ed the  result  of  their  deliberations,  and  the  report 
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was  accepted  a^nd  placed  on  file  for  action  at  a  future 
meeting. 

Rev.  Albert  Tyler  then  read  a  paper  which  he  had 
written,  jriving  a  truthful  and  interesting  account  of 
the  Battle  of  Bennington,  and  of  the  Celebration  of 
its  Hundredth    Anniversary,  on  the  16th  day  of  last 
August.      He  also  enumerated  a  list  of  Ancient  Relics 
exhibited     on    that   occasion,   with  appropriate   his- 
torical  notes,  all  of  which  was  listened  to  with  deep 
interest.      The  Society  unanimously  voted  its  thanks 
for  the  valuable  paper. 

The  paper  read  by  Mr.  Crane  at  the  meeting  in 
May,  was  received  by  the  Society  in  a  similar  man- 
ner. 

In  closing  the  record  of  our  labors  during  the  past 
year,  we  find  that  our  membership  has  been  largely 
increased,  and  that  many  influential  persons,  not  yet 
members,  are  becoming  deeply  interested  in  the  le- 
gitimate work  of  this  society. 

The  publications  we  have  issued  have  been  favora- 
bly received  by  kindred  societies,  and  sought  for  by 
many  interested  in  similar  enterprises. 

We  have  every  reason  to  look  forward  with  hope, 
believing  that  our  efforts  will  be  crowned  with  success, 
so  long  as  the  several  departments  of  our  institution 
are  properly  conducted. 


PROCEEDINGS 

For  1878. 


The  Annual  Meeting  was  held  January  1st,  1878, 
with  a  large  number  of  members  in  attendance. 

The  following  letter  from  William  S.  Barton,  Esq., 
was  read  by  the  Secretary. 

Worcester,  Mass.,  Dec.  13,  1877. 
Daniel  Seagrave,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  favor  of  the  11th  inst.,  informing  me  that  at  a  recent 
meeting  of  "The  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity,"  I  was  unani- 
mously elected  to  Honorary  Membership  in  your  Society.  Per- 
mit me  to  express  to  you,  and  through  you  to  the  members  of 
your  enterprising  Society,  my  deep  sense  of  the  honor  you  have 
conferred  upon  me,  and  to  add  that  it  will  give  me  great  pleasure 
to  accept  the  membership  so  cordially  tendered  to  me. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

WM.  S.  BARTON. 

The  President,  as  chairman  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, made  the  following  Report,  which  was  accept- 
ed and  placed  on  file  : 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  PRESIDENT. 

Gentlemen  of  The   Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity: 

In  accordance  with  the  first  section  of  the  fifth  article  of 
our  Constitution,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  make  a  report  at  this 
meeting  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Society  for  the  past  year.  For 
the  first  two  months  and  until  March  Gth,  when  the  Society  was 


reorganized  under  the  Laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  transac- 
tions  have  been  printed  iu  the  first  number  of  our  Proceedings, 
though  the  reports  of  the  several  officers  embraced  only  our  doings 
till  January  2nd,  1877.  The  reports  now  to  be  presented  will 
cover  the  entire  year. 

The  growth  and  progress  made  by  this  Society  during  the  twelve 
months  past  have  been  quite  remarkable,  both  in  the  increase  of 
our  nunibers  and   the  work  accomplished.     Starting  three  years 
ago  with   four  members,  closing  the  first  year  with  twelve  or  thir- 
teen, and  the  second  with  twenty-seven  active  and  three  honorary 
members,  we  now  have  enrolled  at  the  close  of  the  third  year,  fifty 
five  active  (two  of  whom  have  been  constituted  life  members,)  and 
tifteen  honorary  members.      Of  this  number  one  has  died,  Harvey 
1)  JlUson,  M.  D.  of  Fitchburg,  and  three  members  have  withdrawn. 
!>ut  more  noticeable  still,  is  the  amount  of  work  that  has  been 
done  and   the  progress  made  during  the  year  now  brought  to  a 
close.     In   the  report  of  the  Secretary  made  at  the   last  annual 
meeting  occurs  the  following  sentence:  ^^It  is  hoped  that  the  time 
\^  not  far  in  the  future  when  the  members  shall  realize  all  that 
they   have  ever  anticipated — in  having  a  pleasant  and  commo- 
dious  place  for  holding  their  meetings,  and  a  good  library,  with 
all  its  useful  appendages,  etc.,  for  their  use  and  enjoyment."     This 
hope  has  been  so  far  realized  as  to  secure  for  our  use  these  pleas- 
ant and  convenient  apartments  at  a  reasonable  rent,  the  same  hav- 
ing been  furnished  in  part  by  assessments  that  have  been  paid,  and 
tlie  rest  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  members.     The  nu- 
cleus of  a  library  has  been  established ;  the  donations  by  members 
and  others  as  will  appear  by  the  report  of  the  Librarian,  hav- 
ing been  quite  gonerous,  both  as  to  quantity  and  value  of  works 
that  have  been  presented. 

I  must  not  omit  to  mention  in  this  connection,  the  gift  to  the  Soci- 
ety by  Hon.  Clark  Jillson,  of  a  very  valuable  and  ancient  copy  of 
Cicero's  Orations,  a  large  quarto,  printed  in  the  year  1472.  This 
is  believed  to  be  one  of  the  oldest  books  to  be  found  in  any  public 
library  in  this  country,  and  is  in  an  excellent  state  of  preserva- 
tion. I  desire  also  to  notice,  at  the  risk  of  trespassing  upon 
ground  properly  belonging  to  the  Librarian,  the  valuable  dona- 
tion of  the  first  fourteen  volumes  of  the  New  England  Historical 
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and  Genealogical  Register,  by  William  S.  Barton,  Esq.,  and  also 
valuable  works  from  Mr.  E.  1^.  Crane,  Rev.  Lucius  R.  Paige, 
D.  D.,  Hon.  Charles  Hudson,  Hon.  Holmes  Ammidowu,  and  Clar- 
endon Harris,  Esq.,  besides  numerous  other  works  presented  to  the 
Society,  which  will  appear  in  the  list  of  donations  named  in  the 
annual  report  of  the  Librarian. 

Much  credit  is  due  to  the  Special  Committee,  E.  B.  Crane,  A. 
A.  Lovell,  and  F.  P.  Rice,  for  their  faithful  and  persevering  labors 
in  copying  the  Inscriptions  upon  the  gravestones  of  the  Mechanic 
Street  Burial  Ground,  which,  with  those  of  the  Old  Common,  fur- 
nished by  W.  S.  Barton,  Esq.,  they  have  with  much  care  prepared 
for  the  press,  and  in  many  cases  have  added  historical  notes,  re- 
quiring careful  and  thorough  research,  which  are  of  great  value. 
We  are  also  indebted  to  the  same  committee  for  copying  the  In- 
scriptions in  Burial  Grounds  at  Shrewsbury,  Mendon,  and  Lan- 
caster.    Mr.  Richard  0*Flynn  has  copied  the  inscriptions  in  the 
Catholic  Cemeterv  at  Tatnuck,  and  we  are  indebted  to  Mr.  E.  H. 
Marshall  for  similar  work  at  Lunenburg,  to  Mr.  James  A.  Smith 
at  Rutland,  and  to  Mr.  T.  S.  Knowlton,  W.  Brookfield.    We  now 
print  only  the  first  two  named,  but  it  is  hoped  that  at  some  future 
time  the  Society  may  print  the  others,  and  continue  their  work  till 
most,  if  not  all  of  the  inscriptions  of  the  Old  Grounds  of  the  County 
shall  have  been  printed,  and  thus  save  to  posterity  these  valuable 
records,  so  necessary  in  writing  up  the  family  histories  which  are 
now  justly  regarded  as  of  much  importance. 

The  meetings  of  the  Society  have  been  regularly  held  and  well 
attended,  and  much  interest  has  been  manifested  in  the  objects  for 
which  we  are  organized.  At  the  February  meeting,  Hon.  Clark 
Jillson  read  a  very  interesting  biographical  paper  upon  the  late 
John  F.  Pond ;  and  at  the  meeting  in  May,  Mr.  Crane  read  some 
instructive  "  Memoranda  concernin<j  recent  Archaeoloirical  research 
and  Thoughts  suggested  by  Relics  of  Antiquity."  The  latter 
was  repeated  at  a  special  meeting  in  June  at  the  request  of  the 
Society.  At  the  regular  meeting  in  June  a  brief  paper  upon 
•*  Normal  Schools  and  their  Origin  "  was  read  by  the  writer  of  this 
report,  in  which  was  shown  that  the  credit  of  first  establishing  a 
Normal  School  in  this  country  belongs  to  the  late  Rev.  Samuel 
Read  Hall,  LL.  D.  who  died  the   24th  of  June  last,  at  Brown- 


r,   *       »       ' 

injjton,  Vermont.  Small  editions  of  Mr.,\FHlson'6  paper  t».nxi.  tjia;^ :  . 
upon  Normal  Schools,  have  been  publis&ed  ^y  the  writers.'"  At 
the  December  meeting,  a  very  interesting  and  graphic  account  of 
the  Battle  of  Bennington,  the  Centennial  Anniversary  of  the  same* 
and  a  list  of  the  many  relics  exhibited  on  that  occasion,  was  read 
by  Rev.  Albert  Tyler.  It  is  hoped  that  the  papers  of  Mr.  Crane 
and  Mr.  Tyler  may  be  printed  for  the  benefit  of  our  members,  as 
well  as  for  a  more  general  reading. 

The  additions  by  members  to  their  private  collections  during  the 
year,  as  appears  by  their  monthly  reports,  have  been  quite  large, 
showing  a  worthy  zeal  in  so  good  an  object. 

Since  October  first,  when  we  took  possession  of  these  apartments 
the  attendance  upon  the  meetings  has  been  larger  than  before,  and 
members  have  also  manifested  their  interest  by  frequent  donations 
to  the  Society.  The  room  has  been  open  each  Tuesday  evening,  a 
custom  worthy  to  be  observed  in  the  future,  and  considerable  num- 
bers have  availed  themselves  of  the  privilege  of  coming  here,  eith- 
er for  the  use  of  the  library,  or  to  pass  a  i)leasant  hour  with  those 
they  might  meet  here. 

A  number  of  letters  have  been  received,  which   will   appear    • 
in  our  Proceedings  when  published,  complimenting  the  Society 
upon  its  auspicious  beginning  and  expressive  of  deep  interest  in 
the  objects  of  our  association. 

With  the  satisfactory  record  made  b/  this  organization  during 
its  brief  existence,  we  have  great  hope  for  its  usefulness  in  the  fu- 
ture. The  only  embarrassment  we  now  encounter  is  one  common 
to  all  new,  unendowed  institutions,  and  which  can  only  be  over- 
come by  the  united  and  persistent  efforts  of  all  our  members.  No 
great  work,  charitable  or  religious,  or  business  of  any  kind,  can  be 
made  entirely  successful  without  ample  pieansforits  prosecution. 
Thus  far  we  have  done  our  work  without  making  very  heavy  de- 
mands upon  our  members,  but  the  time  has  now  come,  when  pro- 
vision must  be  made  for  the  rent  of  this  room  and  for  the  work  of 
publication  which  the  Society  has  undertaken.  With  the  numbers 
that  we  now  have,  the  burden  will  not  be  heavy  if  each  one  will 
cheerfully  bear  his  p%rt,  and  do  with  his  might  what  in  him  lies 
for  the  prosperity  of  this  institution. 


•    •  •  '  •  • 


:.  ::  4^^^o*tftl<^ii  soqae* pains  to  ascertain  what  sums  are  paid  by 
•  '"•  *  Aiein*oef»iDf  siEMlftE'G'o^es  in  other  places,  and  submit  the  following 
statement^  compiled  from  the  valuable  Report  on   Public  Libra- 
ries  iD  the  United  States,  by  John  Eaton,  Commissioner  of  Ed- 
ucation. 

[For  Table  see  next  page] 

By  the  above  it  appears  that  in — 

3  Societies  of  the  26  named,  the  Admission  fee  is  $10.00 

13         «  "         «         "  *<         •'  "  5.00 

3         ♦«  «        "         «  "         "  "  3.00 

13  "  require  an  Annual  Payment  of  5.00 

1  «                     "  "  *'  6.00 

1  «                     "  "  "  4.00 

5  '*                    u  «  u  3  00 

Connecticut  Historical  Society^  Hartford,  This  Society  has  the 
right  of  permanent  occupancy  of  a  wing  of  the  Wadsworth  Athe- 
naeum, has  a  permanent  fund  of  $9,000,  the  income  from  which, 
and  from  the  annual  dues  of  members,  amounts  to  about  $1,500 
annually. 

Georgia  Historical  Society.  Its  annual  income  is  $5000,  derived 
from  rents  and  dues  of  members.  The  Society's  building  is  valued 
at  $-)0,000,  and  it  owns  another  valued  at  $12,000,  from  which 
rent  is  received. 

Chicago  Historical  Society.  Has  a  special  fund  of  $27,000  and 
a  general  fund  of  $17,000. 

Iowa  Historical  Society,  Has  a  grant  from  the  State  of  $500 
annually. 

Maine  Historical  Society,     Permanent  fund  of  $10,000. 

Maryland  Historical  Society,  Has  a  permanent  fund  of  $20.- 
000.  Its  yearly  income  is  $2,500 — the  sum  of  $1500  from  invest- 
ments and  $1000  from  membership  dues. 

New  England  Historic^  Genealogical  Society.  Owns  its  building 
costing  $40,000.  The  permanent  fund  is  $76,000,  of  which  the 
the  sum  of  $50,000  is  invested  in  the  building. 

Essex  Instiltite,  Owns  a  small  building  and  has  invested  funds 
amounting  to  $10,000. 
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New  Hampshire  Historical  Society.     Owns  a  building  valued  at 
$5000,  and  has  a  permanent  fund  of  about  $2000. 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society,     Permanent  fund  of  $12,000. 

Long  Island  Historical  Society,     Library  fund  $54,000,  and   a 
yearly  income  of  $10,000  from  investments  and  dues  of  members. 

Buffalo  Historical  Society,     Permanent  fund  of  about  $6,000. 

American  Numismatic  and  Archceological  Society.  Permanent 
fund  of  about  $300. 

Historical  and  Philosophic  Society.  Has  permanent  fund  of 
about  $9000. 

American  Philosophical  Society,  Owns  a  building  valued  from 
$80,000  to  $120,000. 

Historical  Society,  Penn.     Permanent  fund  of  $50,000. 

Rhode  Island  Historical  Society.  Owns  building  and  grounds 
valued  at  $30,000,  and  a  permanent  fund  of  S500. 

The  other  societies  named  assess  smaller  sums,  but  their  advan- 
tages are  less,  as  in  some  cases  only  one  meeting  is  held  per  annum 
and  there  are  no  publications.  The  advantages  of  this  Society 
are  equal  to  many  others  and  superior  to  some ;  and  it  is  hoped 
that  all  the  members  will  fully  appreciate  the  benefits  of  their 
membership,  and  cheerfully  pay  into  the  treasury  such  amount  as 
may  be  found  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  associa- 
tion. 

It  is  believed  that  the  work  of  the  Society  for  the  coming  year 
may  be  quite  as  useful  as  the  preceding,  for,  by  the  experience 
already  gained,  we  are  prepared  to  enter  upon  our  labors  with 
greater  diligence  and  with  a  better  understanding  of  our  duties, 
so  that  with  the  new  system  of  Departments  of  Work,  we  may 
expect  to  accomplish  much  more  than  heretofore.  The  assign- 
ment of  each  member  to  one  or  more  of  these  Departments,  is 
calculated  to  draw  oat  and  develop  the  best  energies  of  our  mem- 
bership, and  produce  results  that  will  be  creditable  alike  to  the 
Society  and  the  members  themselves.  It  is  earnestly  desired  that 
all  will  heartily  unite  in  the  work  allotted  them,  and  that  through 
the  blessing  of  a  gracious  Providence  all  may  be  spared. for  gi*eat- 
er  usefulness  in  the  future,  and  that  we  ourselves  shall  be  im- 
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proved,  and   the  world  around  us  made  better  by  our  lives  of 
faithful  service. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  E.  STAPLES. 

Worcester,  January  1,  1878. 

The  Treasurer  then  submitted  his  Report  as  fol- 
lows, which  was  accepted  : 

TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity. 
Gentlemen  : — la  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  your 
By-Laws,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  Second  Annu- 
al Report.     The  Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  Society  from 
January  1st,  1877  to  January  1st,  1878,  are  as  follows  : 

1877.  Db. 

Jan.  2.        Cash  balance  iVom  previous  account,  $1  00 

**    **     .   Cash  contribatlon  from  Members,  4  85 

**  16.        Cash  from  Clark  Jillson,  Life  Membership,  25  00 

**'    **'        Cash  from  Ellery  B.  Crane,  Life  Membership,  25  00 

Jane  10.     Cash  from  Members  as  per  Assessment  No.  1,  81  00 

Dec.  81.    .  Cash  from  Members  as  per  Assesmeut  Ko.  2,  84  00 

Jan.  1,  '7&  Cash,  temporary  loan  of  Treasurer,  55  02 

-$220  87 
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Paid  for  fbrnishinjo:  room  and  rent, 

Paid  for  printing  Proceedings,  Postals,  ifcc.. 

Paid  expense  of  Seal  and  electrotype, 

Paid  for  obtaining  Charter, 

Paitl  for  Record  Book,  (&c., 

Paid  for  Sundries, 

$77  70 

126  75 

11  00 

5  00 

2  a^ 

6  47 

• 

-$220  87 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  A.  SMITH,  Treasurer. 
Worcester,  Mass.,  Jan.  1st,  1878. 

The  Librarian's  Report  was  received  and  placed  on 
file. 

LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT. 

The  Librarian  begs  leaye  to  report  the  condition  of  the  Library 
at  the  dose  of  the  third  year  of  its  existence.  The  Society  has 
purchased  forty  copies  of  the  Centennial  Proceedings  on  the  4th 
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of  July,  1876,  at  Worcester ;  and  there  have  been  received  by  do- 
nation, 362  volumes  of  books,  2027  pamphlets,  1212  newspapers, 
159  catalogues,  together  with  a  large  number  of  circulars,  pro- 
grammes, prints,  views,  engravings  and  portraits.  * 

The  Society  has  received  three  elegant  framed  portraits  from 
three  members  of  the  Society,  Ellery  B.  Crane,  Franklin  P.  Rice, 
and  Edward  I  Comins ;  but  the  most  important  and  valuable  gift 
is  from  Hon.  Clark  Jillson,  the  same  bein<2^  a  fine  copy  of  Cicero's 
Orations,  in  Latin,  printed  in  1472,  which  is  one  of  the  oldest  books 
in  this  country. 

1  hereto  append  a  detailed  account  of  the  donations  received. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  G.  SMITH,  Librarian. 
Worcester,  Jan.  1, 1878. 

DONATIONS, 

AifERiciLN  Antiquarian  Society. —Proceedings  No.  69. 

American  Geographical  Society,  New  York  City.— Bulletin,  No.  4, 
Session  of  1876-7. 

Ammidown,  Hon.  Holmes,  New  York  City. — His  Historical  Collections, 

2  vols.    Also,  2  pamphlets. 

AsTOR  Library,  New  York  City. — ^Its  28th  Annual  Report. 

Babtlbtt,  Thomas  E. — 15  Pamphlets  and  Circulars ;  4  Miscellaneous 
Papers;  90  Nos.  Harpers'  Weekly;  4  Nos.  Harpers'  Baz&r. 

Barton,  William  S. — ^The  first  14  volnmes  of  the  New  England  Histor- 
ical and  Genealogical  Register,  In  cases,  unbound. 

Batohelder,  Lyman. — One  ancient  tin  Lantern. 

Boydbn,  a.  G.,  Brldgewater,  Mass. — History  and  Alumni  Record  of  the 
State  Normal  School,  1876. 

Brown  UNrvERSiTY,  Providence,  R  I. — Catalogue,  1876-7. 

Butler,  Prof.  Jambs  D.,  Madison,  Wis. — Pre-Hlstorlc  Wisconsin. 

Clapp,  S.  a. — Collection  of  Clay  Formations  from  the  banks  of  the 
Connecticut  river. 

Comins,  Edward  L— Framed  Portrait  of  Ebenezer  Dunbar,  of  Leicester, 
Mass.,  taken  the  day  he  was  100  years  old. 

Crane,  Ellery  B. — History  of  Madison  and  Lake  Counties,  Wisconsin ; 
Index  to  American  Pedigrees;  American  Genealogist;  Slatter  Memo- 
rial ;  Runnels  and  Reynolds  Family ;  Framed  Coat  of  Arms  of  the  Raw- 
son  Family. 

Crane,  Ellery  B.  and  Rick,  Franklin  P.— A  framed  Portrait  of 
Andrew  Johnson. 
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PicKiNso^,  Thomas  A.— 1  Almanac,  1700. 

Dodos,  Benjamin  J.— 17  Pamphlets. 

Dob,  Chablks  H.  &  Co.— U  yolumea  Ku  Klux  Conspiracy,  with  Report 
of  Committee  relating  to  the  same. 

Douglas,  Henbt  F.,  Providence,  R  I.— Life  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas ; 
Notes  of  the  Baptists  and  their  Principles  in  Norwich,  Ct.,  from  the 
Settlement  of  the  Town  to  1850. 

Esssz  Institutb,  Salem,  Mass.— Bulletin,  1876-7. 

Gould  Ransom  M.— Dedication  of  Soldiers'~Honument  in  Worcester, 
1875. 

Harding,  William  B.— File  of  Boston  Daily  Journal  from  May  to  No- 
vember, 1877. 

Habbington,  Fbank  W.— 1  Robert  B.  Thomas  Almanac. 

Habris,  Clabendon. — 19  volumes  Diplomatic  Correspondence;  10  vols. 
U,  S.  Public  Documents;  2  Reports;  Robert  B. Thomas  Almanacs  from 
1790  to  1876;  1  Almanac,  1796. 

Hastings,  Thomas  J. — 8  vols.  Public  Documents,  Mass. 

HoBBS,  J.  S.,  Augusta,  Mahie. — 19  Public  Documents,  Maine. 

HowABD,  Joseph  Jackson,  London,  Eng.— Miscellanea  Gtenealogica  et 
Heraldica--2  Nob.  * 

JiLLSON,  CLARK.~Ciceh)'8  Oratlons,  printed  in  1472;  a  complete  set  of 
Worcester  City  Documento;  his  Sketch  of  the  Lifb  of  John  F.  Pond; 
Six  vols.  Legal  Observer;  Report  of  Committee  on  re-building  the 
Lynde  Brook  Dam;  89  vols.,  1486  Pamphlets,  2  Broadsides,  and  numer- 
ous Prints  and  Views. 

JILI.S0N,  Habyet  Dwiqht,  M,  D.,  Fitchburg,  Mass.^GO  'volumes  and 
76  Pamphlets. 

Knowlton,  E.  H.— 8  Worcester  Directories;  1  County  do.;  8  Pamphlets, 
with  numerous  Papers,  Circulars,  and  Cards. 

Lawbencb,  K  R. — 2  Books,  and  1  Map  of  Worcester. 

Mbbbiam,  Olin  L. — 1  volume  and  3  papers. 

Hbtgalf,  Isaac  N.— History  of  the  Worcester  Choral  Union;  "Bopk 
-  of  Words  "  of  Series  of  Concerts  of  Worcester  Choral  Union,  1874; 

Book  of  Programmes  of  Concerts  of  the  Worcester  County  Musical 

Association  for  the  16th,  17th,  18th,  19th  and  20th  Annual  Festivals, 

14  Nos. 
New  England  Histobic,  Genealogical  Societt,  Boston.— Annual 

Proceedings,  1874-5-6-7. 

O'Flynn,  Richabd.— 2  volumes  Congressional  Globe;  1  Psalm  Book; 
a  package  of  Ballots,  such  as  were  used  in  Ward  Five  at  the  State 
Election,  1876  and  1877. 
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PjLiOB,  Rev.  Lucius  R.,  D.  D.,  (Cambridge,  Mass.— His  nUtory  of  Cam- 
bridge, 1630-1877. 

PaoYiDBNCB  Athenjbum,  Providence,  R.  I. — The  4lBt  Annual  Report  of 
that  institution. 

Putnam  &  Davi8.~8  yolumes,  111  Pamphlets,  13S  Circulars,  128  Cata- 
logues, and  2  Engravings. 

Pease,  William  E.,  Oxford,  Mass.—Keports  of  Election  Cases  in  Massa- 
chusetts, 1780  to  1852;  Riley's  Naratlve;  Might  and  Right,  or  Histo- 
ry of  the  Dorr  War;  FMinkliu's  Works;  History  of  the  British  Empire 
in  America,  2  vols.;  Debates  in  the  Massachusetts  Convention,  1853,  3 
vols.;  Massachusetts  Convention  of  1820;  Events  in  Paris,  Jan'y,  1830, 
with  9  other  volumes. 

Rice,  Fbankliv  P.— 13  Volumes  and  57  Pamphlets ;  View  of  Soldiers' 
and  Sailors'  Monument,  Boston,  framed ;  Portrait  of  Edward  Everett. 

Rhode  Island  Histobical  Society,  Providence,  R.  I.~Volume  VI. 
Collections,  and  Proceedings  1872-3-4-5. 

Salisbuby,  Stephen,  Jb. — His  work  on  The  Mayas,  and  the  Sources  of 
their  History. 

Seaobaye,  Danibl.~1  Book;  The  'History  of  the  Heliotype  Process; 
44  Pamphlets ;  860  copies  of  Daily  Spy,  and  10  Engravings. 

Smith,  John  G. — Mass.  Agricultural  ift ports,  complete  except  for  the 
years  1862  and  1867 ;  Record  Volume  25th  Reg^  Mass.  Volunteers  Tem- 
perance League ;  12  Volumes ;  1  Testament,  formerly  owned  by  Rev. 
Horace  James,  and  1  Portrait. 

Smith,  Jambs  A. — 1  Volumes  Coast  Survey. 

Staples,  Samuel  £.~His  Normal  Schools  and  their  Origin ;  15  Vol- 
umes, 1  Pamphlet;  15  miscellaneous  papers. 

Augustus  Stone. — 7  Volumes ;  60  Pamphlets ;  1  Magazine ;  1  Map ;  00 
Nos.  N.  E.  Farmer ;  1  Review ;  1  Catalogue. 

Tyleb,  Rev.  Albebt. — Sundry  Bennington  and  Springfield  papers.  Cen- 
tennial Pamphlets  and  Programmes;  Thanksgi>ing  Proclamation  of 
Gov.  Rice,  1877 ;  pair  of  Ancient  Wooden  Compasses ;  Ancient  Knit- 
ting Case. 

Tyleb  <&  Seaobaye.— The  25th  Anniversary  of  the  First  Universalist 
Society  in  Worcester,  Oct.  10th,  1866;  Speech  of  Hon.  Geo.  F.  Hoar;  a 
large  quantity  of  Posters  and  Broadsides. 

Vebmont  Histobical  Society.— Annual  Address,  1877;  Vol.  V.  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  Arom  1804  to  1812. 

Wisconsin  Histobical  Society,  Madison.— Its  23d  Annual  Report. 

Whitino,  Chaklks  B. — 2  Pamphlets. 

Wbiqbt,  Col.  Cabboll  D.,  Boston.— 2  vols.  Census  Report,  Mass* 
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The  Committee  appointed  at  a  former  meeting  to 
report  a  list  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  made 
their  report  which  was  accepted  and  confirmed  by 
the  election  of  the  following  officers,  by  ballot : 

PresidjBfU — Samuel  E.  Staples. 
Vice  Prendenti — Clark  Jillson,  Ellert  B.  Crane. 
Seeretanf — Daniel  Seagraye. 
Treasurer — James  A.  SMrrn. 
Librarian — ^Albert  A.  Loyell. 

Standing  CommiUee  on  Nominatiom  for  3  Tears — Edward  R. 
Lawrrmcb. 

The  oath  of  office  was  administered  to  the  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer  by  Clark  Jillson. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rice,  an  assessment  of  five  dol- 
lars for  the  present  year  was  made  upon  each  mem- 
ber for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  current  expenses. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned  for  two  weeka 

A  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  Jan.  16th,  the 
same  having  been  adjourned  from  January  1st,  1878. 

.  The  committee  on  amendments  to  the  Constitution 
made  a  report  which  was  adopted,  and  the  articles 
amended  were  ordered  to  be  printed.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  Charles  R  Johnson,  a  committee  consisting  of 
Ellery  B.  Crane,  Clark  Jillson,  Albert  A.  Lovell,  Isaac 
N.  Metcalf  and  Augustus  Stone,  was  appointed  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  holding  an  exhibition  or  ob- 
taining some  person  to  deliver  a  lecture  for  the  pur- 
pose of  raising  funds  for  the  benefit  of  the  Society. 

The  President  made  his  assignment  of  members  to 
the  several  Departments  of  Work,  a  list  of  whom 
will  be  found  on  page  4. 
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The  President  also  appointed  as  Committee  on 
Biography,  Henry  L.  Shumway,  Rev.  Thoman  E.  St. 
John  and  Alfred  S.  Boe. 

Mr.  Jillson  called  the  attention  of  the  Society  to 
the  importance  of  so  changing  the  By-Laws  as  to  re- 
quire the  annual  reports  to  be  made  and  the  officers 
to  be  elected  at  the  regular  meeting  in  December 
each  year,  for  the  purpose  of  making  it  possible  to 
publish  the  Proceedings  of  an  entire  calendar  year 
together,  and  have  them  ready  for  distribution  at  the 
regular  meeting  in  January. 
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The  following  letters  in  acknowledgment  of  Hon- 
orary Membership  have  been  received  since  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Society : 

Pabis,  24th  Dec'r,  1877. 
Daniel  Sbaoraye,  Esq., 

Dear  Sir  :  I  beg  leaye  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  joar 
letter  informiDg  me*  of  mj  election  as  an  Honorary  Member  of 
The  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity. 

I  hare  much  pleasure  in  accepting  the  membership,  and  I  beg 
jou,  Mr.  Secretary,  to  convey  to  the  Society  my  thanks  for  the 
honor  conferred  upon  me. 

AlUioogh  my  residence  in  another  part  of  the  world  will  pre- 
vent mj  attending  your  meetings,  it  will  not  lessen  the  interest 
which  I  take  in  the  Society,  or  my  desire  to  do  eyerything  in  my 
power  to  contribute  to  its  success. 

I  am.  Dear  Sir, 

Tours  very  truly, 

G.  RAWSON. 


Pbotidencs,  Jan.  21st,  1878. 
Dahiel  Sbaoraye,  Esq., 

Dear  Sir: — ^Your  letter  of  Dec  11th  ultimo,  came  duly  to 
band,  informing  me  that  I  had  been  elected  an  Honorary  Member 
of  The  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity.  I  have  reoeiyed  a  pan- 
pblet  containing  a  history  of  its  organisation  and  of  its  objects^ 
whidi  X  haye  read  with  much  interest  and  satisfaction.  With  the 
ends  for  which  the  Society  has  been  formed,  I  feel  the  warmest 
sympathy,  and  with  the  spirit  whidi  animates  its  members.  Please 
conyey  to  the  Society  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  honor  conferred 
upon  me  by  their  action  in  electing  me  their  associate,  and  the  as- 
sarance  that  I  will  gladly  do  whateyer  lies  in  my  power  to  promote 
the  objects  for  which  the  Society  exbts. 

Truly  yoursy 

C.  A.  STAPLES. 
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INSCRIPTIONS 

FROM   THE 

•Old  Burial  Grounds 

WORCESTER,  MASSACHUSETTS, 
From   1727   to  1859: 

evfth  Btograpiifcal  anli  I^Estortcal  Aotes. 


SVorcester : 

PuBuiHED  BY  The  Worcester  Societv  of  ANTifiuiTY. 

1878. 

U.  S.  A.  CI  I. 


INTRODUCTION. 


At  a  meeting  of  The  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity  held  Sept. 
1 2th,  1 876,  it  was  decided  to  copy  the  inscriptions  upon  the  tomb- 
stones then  standing  in  the  ancient  burial  ground  in  the  city  of  Wor- 
cester, called  the  Mechanic  Street  Burial  Ground,  and  the  following 
persons  were  chosen  a  committee  to  execute  the  work  :  Ellery  B. 
Crane,  Albert  A.  Lovell  and  Franklin  P.  Rice.  After  further  dis- 
cussion during  the  same  evening,  the  Society  deemed  it  advisable  to 
extend  the  work  further,  and  the  same  committee  were  instructed  to 
enlarge  their  field  of  labor  by  taking  in  other  grounds  in  Worcester 
county  and  vicinity,  such  as  they  might  select,  that  had  been  used  for 
burial  purposes  by  the  early  settlers  of  this  portion  of  the  Common- 
wealth, thinking  it  would  preserve  for  the  generations  to  come  a 
very  valuable  record  that  otherwise  might  be  lost,  as  many  of  the 
monuments  had  already  gone  to  decay,  and  rude  hands  were  fast  de- 
molishing those  that  had  thus  far  withstood  the  decay  of  time.  It 
also  was  decided  that  so  far  at  possible,  some  of  the  prominent  per- 
sonages on  the  roll  should  receive  short  biographical  notices.  At  a 
meeting  held  November  nth,  1876,  this  committee  made  a  partial 
report  embracing  the  work  done  at  the*  Mechanic  Street  Ground, 
amounting  to  something  more  than  three  hundred  inscriptions. 

At  the  meeting  following  the  summer  vacation  held  September  4th, 
1877,  this  committee  made  a  further  report  showing  that  the  summer 
months  had  been  well  improved,  for  their  communication  presented 
to  the  Society  at  this  time,  represented  over  one  thousand  inscriptions 
taken  from  the  old  burial  grounds  at  Lancaster,  Mendon,  Shrewsbury 
and  Lunenburg.  Quite  thorough  work'  has  been  done  at  these  places, 
and  already  matter  is  being  collected  from  other  portions  of  the 
county,  including  Rutland,  Brookfield,  Leicester,  Southbridge  and 
Sturbridge.  At  this  meeting,  it  was  also  decided  to  print  the  matter 
relating  to  the  Mechanic  Street  Ground  in  season  for  distribution  at 
the  regular  meeting  to  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in   February, 


IV. 

1878,  and  this  same  committee  were  instructed  to  superintend  the 
publication  of  the  same.  The  epitaph  matter  still  remaining  in  the 
hands  of  the  Society,  together  with  that  which  may  be  collected, 
will  be  published  at  no  distant  day  in  the  same  form  and  style  as  the 
present  number,  so  that  should  it  be  thought  desirable,  all  could  be 
bound  in  one  volume,  thus  making  a  valuable  record  of  nimes  for 
the  historian  or  the  genealogist. 

To  William  S.  Barton,  Esq.,  Worcester's  courteous  and  efficient 
city  treasurer,  the  Society  feel  under  special  obligation  for  his  com- 
plete list  of  inscriptions  collected  through  his  own  personal  efforts 
from  the  old  burial  ground  on  the  Common  in  1846,  and  revised  by 
him  in  1875,  with  his  unqualified  consent  to  publish  the  same  with 
our  own  work,  making  so  far  as  possible  at  this  time,  a  complete  re- 
cord of  '*  Old  Mortality"  in  Worcester,  from  the  earliest  settlement 
down  to  a  time  within  the  recollection  of  many  of  its  present  citi- 
zens. The  Society  are  not  unmindful  of  the  great  labor  it  has  cost 
the  transcriber  and  its  value  as  a  historic  record,  and  desire  here  to 
make  such  an  acknowledgment  to  the  public.  The  biographical 
and  historical  notes  accompanying  these  inscriptions  have  been  pre- 
pared by  the  committee  in  charge  of  this  publication. 

In  the  brief  history  of  the  ancient  burial  places  in  Worcester  given 
on  the  following  pages,  quotation  marks  have  been  used  to  designate 
the  votes  and  extracts  as  taken  from  the  old  town  records,  the  or- 
thography and  quaint  abbreviations  having  been  retained. 
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Index  to  Plan  of  the  Ancient  Burial  Ground 

on  the  Common. 


N0.  •€ 

3ig — AdmmSy  Eunice 
217 —    do        Mary 
XZ4—    do        Charies 

lao— Barber,  Tames 
J 19 —    do       Mary  Ann 
1x6 —    do        Martha 
114^     do     f  Nancy  or 
Z15)     do     ( Marv 
iia —    do        Saran 
X13 —    do        Robert 
151 — Ball,  John 
6 — Barnard  Isaac 
8 —    do         Sarah 
207 — Bieelow,  Daniel 
7 —    do  Timothy 

f  Blair,  Increase 
106 -I     do    Huldah 
do     Nancy 
do    Alexander 
X05 —    do     Robert 
104 —    do     Isabel 
X03 —    do    Charles 
135 — Boyden,  Mary 
1 10 — Brown,  Elizaoeth 

73 —    do      Mrs.  Elizabeth  L 

45 —    do      James 

67 —    do       Luke 

43 —    do       Rebekah 
K7 —    do       Samuel 

44  -    do      Thomas 

C 
M9— Chadick,  John 
mS—    do  Lydia 

»S —    do  Hannah 

125 — Chapm,  Dorothy 

39 — Chambcrlin.  Lydia 

a8 —    do  Jacob 

31—    do  Elisabeth  P. 

3P—    do  Susanna 

7'>— Cowden,  Experience 
loi —    do  James 

138— Curtis,  Dolly  F. 
143^    do      Elizabeth 
141—    do      Capt.  John 
'39—    do       Tohn 
145—    do      Nathaniel 

14a—    do      Rebekah 
do      Susanna 


60— Gouldlng  Peter 

34—  do  Palmer,  jr. 
36^  ilo  Palmer,  sr. 
3a —    do         Abigale, 

wife  of  Capt. P. 
33 —    do         S. 

35 —  do         Abigail 


2ac — 

232— 

221— 


9— Drowne,  Katharine 

xo—    do  Mary 

K 
134— Elder,  Esther 
»i6—    do     Rebecca  *  Esther 
»33—    do     Wiliam 

«7— Fisk  Elizabeth 
»6 —    do  John 
I'V-Flagg,  Abel 
77 —    do      Capt.  Benjamin 

48—  do      Dolly 

7^ —  do      Elizabeth 

50  I  do  f  Grace  and 

St)  do  (Richard 

loft—  do  John 

^3—  do  Phinehass.of  B. 

64—  do  Phinehas 

49 —  do  Samuel,  jr. 
79—  do  N. 

8a— Forbes,  James  and  Mary 

— Gates,  John 
>^^9—    do     Simon 
'oo—    do     Jonathan 
aoi —    do     Solomon 

—    do      John 
'37— Glesen,  Isaac 
*»3— Goodwin,  James 
«4—    do      Mary 

99 — Gray,  Jean 
i«a—    do    Mathew 
»<»--    do    Robert 

85— Grout,  Priscilla 

66— Green,  John 

80-Goddard,  Joseph 


224 — Harrington,  Deborah 
do  Francis 

do  Francis,  jr. 

do  Prudence 

Bo —    do  Elijah 

8e—    do  Azubah 

157 — Haywood,  Maj.  Daniel 

155 —  do  Daniel,  jr. 

156—  do  Hannah 

153 —  do  Mary 
152 —    do  Abel 

XT — Harris  Noah 

19—  do    Mary 
x8 —    do    Pheba 

20—  do    William 
154 — Hunt,  Samuel,  jr. 

154 —  do    Samuel  3d. 
Z32 — Hambleton  Margrat 

65 — How,  James 
223— Holbrook,  Amos 
2x6 —    do  L>'dia 

215—    do  Martha 

1x7 — Hubbard,  Daniel 
xz8 —    do  Dorothy 

I2X —    do  Hannah 

i6^Howe,  Elizabeth 

160— -Jeni&on,  Abigail 
160 —    do        Elizabeth 
165 —    do        Faith 
167 —    do        Israel 
164 —    do        Tohn 
x66—    do        Mary 
170 —    do        Samuel 

71 —    do        William 

73 — ^Jennison,  Elizabeth 
X30— Jones,  Noah 
xa9 —    do     Rebekah 
X27 —    do     William 

46— Johnson.  Isaac 

JE 
232 — Kinsley,  Samuel 
X28— Knight,  John 

08 — Knox,  Aaam 
JC 
3 — Lovel,  Mary 
2 —    do     Unis 

24 — Lynds,  Easter 

21-—    do     Jonathan 

JfM 
xox — Maccarty,  Elizabeth 
X87 —    do        Experience 
190^    do        Lucy 
189 —    do        Mrs.  Mary 
x8o^    do        Mrs.  Mary 

wife  of  N. 
188—    do        Rev.  Thaddeus 
192 —    do        Thomas 
126— Mackay,  John 

XX — Mahan,  John 

X2 —    do        Marfj^rat 

X3 —    do        William 
X71 — McCraken,  David 

38 — McFarland,  Andrew 
XII —    do  James 

.  ( James 

59—    do  {Rebecca 

yj —    do  Rebecca 

39—    do  Margret 

X50 — Miller,  Samuel 
230— Molton,  Ebenezer 
193 — Moore,  Asa 
jpj —    do       Comfort 
196—    do        Capt.  James 

81 —    do       Katrine 
104 —    do       Lucy 

84 —    do       Rebecca 
X97—    do       Sarah,  w.  of  N. 

14 —    do      Sibbel 


26— Mower,  Comfort 
4—    do        Hannah 

27 —    do        Nancy 

21 —    do       Capt.  Samuel 

25 —    do        Samuel 

23-—    do        Sarah 
210— Moor,  Dea.  Nathaniel 
212 —    do     Nathaniel 
211 —    do     Mehitable 

47 — MuncreeflT,  Elizabeth 

JT 
X  76— Nichols,  Thomas 

X46— Paine,  Samuel  Clark 
182 — Perry,  Tosiah 

183 —  do     Nathan,  jr. 
42 — Potter.  Zebuda 

15 — Pratt,  Hannah 
11 

92 — Rice.  Absalom 

95 —    do    Elizabeth 
x6x —   do    Esther 

94 —    do    Eunice 
x6o—    do    Lt.  Gershom 
X59—    do    Gershom 

90—  do    Jonas,  Esq. 
96^    do    Jonathan 
97 —    do        do 

91 —  do    Jonathan's  chldn. 
Z98 —    do    Percis 

X23 —    do    Zephaniah 

86—  do    E. 

87 —  do    M. 

158 — Roper,  Ephraim 

a 

172 — Smith,  John 

40—    do     Sarah 

4x —    do     Robert 

68 — Stames,  Abigail 
122 — Stemes,  Damans 

78 —    do        Martha 

75 — Sterne,  Mary 

74 —    do    Capt.  Thomas 

69 —    do    Thomas 
172 — Sprague  Loring 
162 — Stowell,  Abel 
163 —    do        Relief 

184 —  do        Samuel 
X85 — Stowel,  Cornelius 

93 — Sturtevant,  Sarah 
X44 — Swan,  William 

I* 
X79 — Tanner,  Tames  of  R.  I. 
x8o —    do       James 
x8x—    do        Capt.  John 
178 —    do        Sarah 

58— Taylor,  Abraham 

61 —  do        Dinah 

54 —  do        Elizabeth 
53 —    do        Hannah 
6x —    do        Isaac 

57 —    do        James 

62 —  do  do 
56 —    do       Jane 

149—    do        John 

55 —  do        Othniel 
52 —    do        William 

X3X— Thomas,  Elizabeth 

204 —  do       Janet 
I—    do       John 

205 —  do        Samuel 
5— Treadwell,  William 

ao8 — Trowbridge,  Sarah 

231 — Waters,  Ebenezer 
83— Walker,  Mary 
177 — Ward,  Daniel 
45 ^-Wheeler,  Mary 
2x8 — Whitmore,  Mary 
203 — Wiley,  Joseph 

206 —  do      Martha 
X74 — ^Wiswall,  Ebenezer 
X75—    do         Irena 

X47  )  Young,  David  and 
X48 )     do      John 


ANCIENT 


BURIAL     PLACES 

IN 

WORCESTER.  ^ 


For  a  few  years  after  the  re-settlement  of  the  town 
of  Worcester,  Mass.,  in  171 3,  a  little  spot  of  ground 
near  what  is  now  the  junction  of  Thomas  and  Sum- 
mer streets,  was  used  as  a  burying  place  for  the 
dead.  Here  under  the  shade  of  a  cluster  of  beau- 
tiful oak  trees,  a  few  of  the  worn-out  pioneers  of  the 
town  were  laid  away  for  their  final  rest.  The  first 
death  that  occurred  after  this  re-settlement  was  that  of 
Rachel,  daughter  of  John  and  Jean  Kellough  who 
died  December  15,  171 7.  Mr.  Lincoln  in  his  his- 
tory of  Worcester  tells  us,  that  from  that  time  until 
the  opening  of  the  Burial  Ground  on  the  Common, 
twenty-eight  deaths  occurred  in  the  town,  but  the 
bodies  may  not  all  have  been  deposited  here,  for 
tradition  says  that  there  were  only  some  seventeen 
graves  marked  by  little  heaps  of  irregular  stones, 
no  lettered  monuments  having  been  used. 

As  early  as  1728,  and  perhaps  prior  to  that  date,  a 
place  on  the  southeasterly  side  of  the  Common,  bor- 
dering on  what  is  now   Salem   Square   and    Park 


street,  had  been  selected  for  burial  purposes,  and 
some  of  these  remains  may  have  been  transferred  to 
that  spot. 

According  to  the  town  records,  March  29,  1728, 
Mr.  Thomas  Stearns  was  the  first  man  chosen  ^*  to 
sweep  the  meeting-house  and  dig  the  graves."  At  a 
town  meeting,  in  the  year  1732,  William  Nickols 
was  appointed  by  the  selectmen  to  perform  that  du- 
ty. On  the  2d  day  of  May,  1737,  the  town  "voted 
that  Capt.  Heywood,  Ensign  Ward  and  Mr.  Sam- 
uel Brown,  be  a  committee  to  agree  with  a  suitable 
person  to  fence  in  the  Burying  Ground  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  town,  the  burying  place  to  contain 
about  one  acre  and  a  half,  if  it  may  be."  It  would 
seem  that  for  some  reason  the  committee  did  not  push 
forward  the  work  assigned  them  very  rapidly,  for  in 
April,  1738,  it  was  "voted  that  the  committee  ap- 
pointed May  2d,  1737,  proceed  as  speedily  as  may 
be,  to  fence  the  burying  place  with  a  two  rail  fence, 
and  a  stone-wall  under  it,  and  to  lay  their  account  be- 
fore the  town."  And  at  the  annual  meeting  held 
March  5th,  1738-9,  it  was  "voted  that  Pallmer 
Golding,  Mr.  James  Holdin  and  Mr.  Phinias  Hey- 
wood, be  added  to  the  committee  for  fencing  the 
burying  place,  and  that  they  are  desired  to  proceed 
in  that  affair,  and  complete  the  same  as  soon  as 
may  be."  April  19th,  1742,  by  a  vote  of  the  town 
they  were  again  admonished  to  proceed  with  the 
work  with  all  possible  speed.  The  trouble  seemed 
to  be  that  the  committee  could  not  agree  on  the 
style  of  fence  to  be  constructed.  March  7th, 
1742-3,    again    the    committee    were    urged  by   a 


vote  of  the  town  to  complete  the  fence  around  the 
burying  ground  with  all  possible  speed,  and  this  time 
to  enclose  it  with  a  "board  fence  left  into  cedar 
posts."  And  again  the  importance  of  completing 
that  fence- was  urged  May  i6,  1744.  But  this  fence 
was  not  to  be  so  easily  built,  and  again,  October  8th, 
1744,  the  voters  of  the  town  found  occasion  to 
choose  another  committee,  composed  of  "  Thomas 
Wheeler,  John  Chandler,  Jr.,  and  John  Chaddick, 
to  fence  in  the  burying  place  with  a  good  and  sub- 
stantual  stone-wall  of  four  futt  high  to  be  eighteen 
parch  on  y^  northeasterly  side,  twelve  parch  on  y*^ 
southeasterly  side,  twenty  parch  on  y®  southwester- 
ly side  and  five  parch  on  y*^  northwesterly  side,  in 
which  there  must  be  a  gate,  and  the  sum  of  fifteen 
pounds  is  granted  to  be  applyed  for  that  purpose, 
the  same  to  be  levyed  and  assessed  according  to 
law."  Should  that  sum  prove  to  be  too  much,  the 
balance  should  remain  subject  .to  the  order  of  the 
town ;  if  insufficient,  then  more  money  should  be 
granted  to  complete  the  work.  But  Lieut.  Holdin 
had  already  delivered  some  cedar  posts  on  the  for- 
mer order  of  the  town  to  build  the  board  fence,  for 
the  records  show,  that  at  a  town  meeting  held  April 
^5»  1745*  he  presented  a  bill  for  the  same,  and  the 
"  selectmen  were  ordered  to  settle  the  matter  with 
him  according  to  their  best  judgment."  As  the  re- 
cords give  no  account  of  money  having  been  paid 
the  lieutenant  for  the  seven  or  eight  years  follow- 
ing, it  is  fair  to  suppose  that  the  good  influence  of 
the  selectmen  induced  Mr.  Holdin  to  withdraw  his 
claim  and  carry  his  cedar  posts  to  another  market 
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At  a  town  meeting  held  October  31st,  1749,  Dea. 
Wheeler  was  instructed  "  to  erect  a  suitable  gate  at 
the  burying  place,"  and  Asa  Moore  was  allowed  the 
sum  of  ten  shillings,  at  a  town  meeting  held  May 
13th,  1 75 1,  "for  mending  stocks  &  pound  &  new 
hinges  for  the  burying  place."  October  ist,  1753, 
the  town  "  voted  that  the  sum  of  three  pounds  be 
granted  for  repairing  the  meeting-house  and  fencing 
the  burying  place,  and  that  Daniel  Hey  wood  and 
Capt.  Thomas  Stearns  be  a  committee  to  see  that 
the  burying  place  gate  be  hung,  the  wall  mended 
up,  and  poled  with  good  pealed  poles,  and  that  they 
agree  with  some  suitable  persons  to  see  the  same 
completed  as  soon  as  may  be,  at  the  best  lay  they 
can."  September  13th,  1756,  the  town  "voted  to 
procure  a  new  Burying  cloth  at  a  cost  of  six 
pounds."  The  efforts  of  the  last  named  committee 
must  have  availed  something,  leaving  the  town  prop- 
erly equipped  in  this  department,  for  nothing  relat- 
ing to  the  wants  of  the  burying  place  is  found  on  the 
town  records  for  many  years  afterwards.  It,  how- 
ever, became  necessary  to  repair  the  fence  of  the 
old  Burying  Ground  in  1 795,  and  at  a  meeting  held 
May  6th  of  that  year,  the  town  voted  that  Samuel 
Brazer  and  Charles  Stearns  be  a  committee  to  see 
to  making  the  proposed  repairs  ;  this  same  commit- 
tee being  also  instructed  to  view  and  report  at  the 
next  town  meeting  about  fencing  the  New  Burying 
Ground  (now  Mechanic  Street.) 

After  this,  the  town  seems  to  have  given  very  lit- 
tle attention  to  burials  on  the  Common,  although 
interments  were  made  there  for  some  years  after- 


\vards,  which  caused  the  town,  at  a  meeting  held  Aug. 
23d,  1824,  to  pass  a  "  vote  that  no  more  interments 
should  be  made  in  the  burying  ground  near  the 
Common  or  South  Meeting-house  in  said  town." 
Thus  the  grounds  remained  in  a  partially  neglected 
state  until  the  year  1850,  when  a  proposition  was 
made  in  the  city  council,  contemplating  the  removal 
of  the  remains  of  those  buried  in  the  old  cemetery, 
and  the  grading  of  the  east  side  of  the  old  Com- 
mon, in  accordance  with  the  best  judgment  of  a 
committee  to  be  appointed  by  that  body.  So 
many  serious  objections  were  raised  against  that 
project  by  interested  persons,  that  it  became  neces- 
sary to  present  a  new  plan  for  consideration,  and 
Aug.  2 2d,  1853,  the  city  council  adopted  the  follow- 
ing order  "  Th^t  Aldermen  Charles  White  and  Moses 
D.  Phillips,  Councilmen  James  S.  Woodworth,  Chas. 
Washburn  and  Samuel  B.  Dennis  be  a  committee 
to  cause  a  careful  and  accurate  survey  to  be  made  of 
the  Old  Burying  Ground  upon  the  Common,  and  to 
cause  a  plan  or  map  of  the  same  to  be  drawn,  upon 
which  shall  be  delineated  every  grave,  properly 
marked  or  numbered ;  that  they  then  cause  substan- 
tial bounds  to  be  set  at  every  angle,  and  in  such 
other  places  as  .they  may  think  proper  or  necessary, 
the  inscriptions  of  every  stone  or  monument  now 
standing  to  be  copied  and  'preserved,  and  then  to 
bury  all  the  stones  at  least  twelve  inches  under  the 
surface  of  the  ground  upon  the  graves,  where  they 
now  stand  ;  that  they  then  cause  the  surface  of  the 
ground  to  be  smoothed  over,  not  changing  the  grade 
in  any  place  so  as  to  injure  any  trees  that  shall  be 
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left  standing ;  that  they  then  cause  all  the  under- 
brush to  be  removed,  and  as  many  of  the  trees  as 
they  shall  deem  proper,  (the  trees  to  be  removed  at 
a  suitable  season  of  the  year  for  transplanting,) 
without,  however,  impairing  the  beauty  of  the 
grove."  This  order  was  carefully  executed  by  the 
committee.  Gill  Valentine,  Esq.,  being  employed  to 
prepare  the  map  and  list  of  inscriptions,  the  same 
being  duly  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  City  Clerk. 

Thus  closes  our  brief  sketch  of  the  history  of  the 
Burial  Place  on  the  Common.  Nothing  now  re- 
mains above  the  sod  to  mark  the  sacred  spot,  where 
so  long  ago  mourning  relatives  sind  friends  per- 
formed the  last  solemn  rite  due  to  humanity.  The 
monument  erected  to  the  memory  of  Col.  Timothy 
Bigelow  by  his  grandson.  Col.  Timothy  Bigelow 
Lawrence,  son  of  Abbott  Lawrence  of  Boston,  was 
placed  over  his  grave  in  1861.  The  dedication  ex- 
ercises took  place  April  19th,  just  eighty-six  years 
from  the  day  Col.  Bigelow  led  the  minute  men  who 
marched  from  Worcester  for  Lexington. 

The  new  burying  ground,  before  mentioned,  or 
what  is  now  called  the  Mechanic  Street'  Burial 
Ground,  was  originally  a  portion  of  what  was  term- 
ed the  ministerial  and  school  lands,  granted  by  the 
General  Court  to  Worcester,  on  the  organization  of 
the  town.  At  a  meeting  held  March  20th,  1 786,  the 
town  having  previously  been  granted  the  right  by 
the  General  Court,  "  voted  to  sell  the  ministerial  and 
school  lands,  lying  east  and  near  CapL  Palmer 
Goulding  s,  and  that  it  be  sold  at  Public  Vendue." 
Timothy  Paine,  Esq.,  Capt.  Samuel   Brooks,   Col. 
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Timothy  Bigelow,  Joseph  Wheeler;  Esq.,  and  Dr. 
Elijah  Dix  were  chosen  a  committee  to  sell  the 
same,  and  were  empowered  to  give  and  execute  gopd 
and  sufficient  deed  or  deeds  to  the  purchasers/' 
There  were  other  lands  embraced  in  the  ministerial 
and  school  grant;  but  this  parcel  as  surveyed  out 
by  Capt.  John  Pierce,  May  5th,  1786,  contained  thir- 
teen  and  one-quarter  acres  and  twenty-three  rods, 
and  the  burial  ground  Ibt  was  selected  near  the  cen- 
ter of  the  plot,  its  shape  being  much  the  same  then  1 
as  now.  In  the  meantime,  death  had  robbed  the 
committee  of  their  chairman,  Timothy  Paine,  Esq., 
but  November  3d,  1 794,  the  following  report  stands 
recorded  on  the  town  book.  "  The  committee  chosen 
March  20th,  1 786,  to  sell  the  ministerial  and  school 
land  lying  east  and  near  Palmer  Goulding's,  would 
report  that  they  had  caused  a  survey  thereof  to  be 
made  by  Capt  John  Pierce,  a  plan  of  which  is  here- 
with exhibited,  and  after  duly  notifying  the  time  and 
place  of  sale,  proceeded  to  sell  the  same  at  Public 
Vendue  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Ephraim  Mower,  Inn- 
holder  in  said  Worcester,*  at  two  several  times,  and 
then  and  there  sold  the  following  lots  to  the  follow- 
ing persons,  they  being  the  highest  bidders,  viz. : 
Lot,  No.  I,  containing  i  3-4  acres  and  sum  rods, 
sold  to  Daniel  Goulding  for  the  sum  of  20  pounds  ; 
lot,  No.  2,  containing  121  rods,  sold  to  Silas  Har- 
rington for  the  sum  of  19  pounds,  10  shillings,  and 
by  him  released  to  ]n°  Jacob  Wagoner  who  sold  y®  . 
same  to  Jacob  Miller,  y^  present  possessor ;  lot,  No. 

*This  hotel  stood  on  Main  street  near  the  comer  of  Mechanic,  on  the  site  now  occupied 
by  CUrk's  block. 
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3,  containing  no  rods,  sold  to  Benj.  Converse  for 
the  sum  of  2p  pounds,  9  shillings,  which  his  guard- 
e^n  has  since  sold  to  Ignatius  Goulding ;  lot.  No.  4, 
containing  82  rods,  sold  to  Nathan  Patch  who  for- 
fited  his  earnest  money,  and  the  same  has  since 
been  sold  to  William  Goulding  for  the  sum  of  15 
pounds,  10  shillings;  lot,  No.  5,  containing  5  3-4 
acres  and  14  rods,  sold  to  Jonathan  Gates  who  for- 
fited  his  earnest  money,  and  the  same  has  since 
been  sold  to  Abel  Stowell  for  the  sum  of  27  pounds, 
15  shillings;  lot,  No.  6,  containing  2  acres  and  58 
rods,  sold  to  Ignatius  Goulding  for  the  sum  of  42 
pounds,  ID  shillings."  This  sale  left  the  new  burial 
ground  bounded,  as  follows:  on  the  north  and  east 
by  land  of  Abel  Stowell,  on  the  south  by  a  road* 
separating  it  from  the  lots  belonging  to  Ignatius 
Goulding  and  Jacob  Miller,  on  the  west  by  land  of 
Ignatius  Goulding. 

The  fourth  article  in  the  call  for  a  town  meeting 
to  be  held  May  6th,  1795,  was  "  To  see  if  the  town 
will  take  any  measures  for  repairing  the  fence  on 
the  old  burial  ground,  and  to  view  the  new  one,  and 
to  report  at  next  town  meeting  what  kind  of  fence 
will  be  proper,  and  when  to  be  built."  As  before 
mentioned,  the  committee  chosen  to  perform  this 
duty,  was  Samuel  Brazer  and  Charles  Stearns,  and 
they  presented  the  following  report  at  the  town 
meeting  held  October  19,  1795  •  "  That  they  are  of 
the  opinion  that  the  new  burying  ground  should 
have  a  wall  on  three  sides  of  common  stone,  but  the 
front  side  of  stone  from  the  mill  stone  hill,  and  that 


♦  Now  Mechanic  street. 
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a  committee  be  chosen  to  procure  the  said  stones 
the  coming  winter,  and  have  the  wall  built  soon  as 
may  be  next  spring,  also  to  grant  money  for  the 
said  purpose.  Samuel  Brazer  and  Charles  Stearns 
committee." 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  they  were  empow- 
ered to  execute  the  work  according  to  their  report. 
At  a  meeting  held  April  4,  1 796,  the  town  "  voted 
that  the  committee  chosen  for  fencing  the  new  bury- 
ing ground  be  authorized  and  empowered  to  pur- 
chase  any  lands  which  they  may  suppose  necessary 
for  the  purpose  of  accommodating  the  same,  and  to 
exchange  any  part  of  the  same  for  any  ground 
which  they  may  suppose  proper,  and  make  and  ex- 
ecute a  deed  or  deeds  thereof."  The  action  of  the 
town  at  the  last  meeting  would  rather  indicate  that 
some  little  changes  in  the  shape  of  the  grounds 
were  in  contemplation.  September  24th,  1798,  the 
town  voted  "  to  choose  a  committee  to  survey  the 
New  Burying  Ground,  and  lay  the  same  out  into 
proper  squares  or  lots,  and  lay  a  plan  before  the 
town,  at  the  adjournment  of  the  meeting,  Mr.  David 
Andrews,  Mr.  William  Trobridge  and  Mr.  Samuel 
Brazer  were  chosen  a  committee  for  said  purpose." 
This  committee  made  a  report  at  a  town  meeting 
held  Oct.  8th,  1798,  showing  the  shape  of  the 
ground  to  have  been  slightly  changed  from  the 
original  plot  of  1 786. .  The  town  voted  to  accept 
the  report,  and  also  to  instruct  the  same  committee 
to  "stake  out  the  ground  according  to  their  plan, 
and  that  they  lodge  a  plan  with  the  town  clerk  to  be 
recorded  in  the  town  book,  and  that  they  leave  an- 
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other  plan  with  the  sexton,  that  he  may  dig  the 
graves  for  the  future  agreeable  to  said  plan."  May 
14th,  1799,  that  committee  reported  that  *'  they  had 
attended  to  that  province,  and  have  numbered  said 
lots,  and  entered  the  nam^s  of  the  heads  of  such 
families  as  have  taken  up  any  of  said  lots  on  the 
plan  in  the  hands  of  the  sexton,  and  requested  him 
to  give  the  same  to  the  town  clerk  that  he  may  en- 
ter the  same  on  the  plan  in  his  possession,  and 
would  recommend  that  when  any  inhabitant  has 
any  occasion  for  taking  a  lot,  he  may  apply  to  the 
town  clerk,  and  whatever  lot  he  chooses  to  take  may 
be  reserved  for  his  family,  and  entered  on  the  afore- 
said plan.     David  Andrews  per  Order." 

The  only  means  of  access  to  the  New  Burial 
Ground  in  1 786  was  by  a  town  road,  located  May 
5th,  1786,  at  the  time  the  plot  was  made  by  Gapt. 
John  Pierce,  recommended  by  the  selectmen,  and 
adopted  by  a  vote  of  the  town,  March  12th,  1787. 
It  was  about  forty  feet  in  width,  "  beginning  at  the 
town  road,  leading  by  Gapt  Palmer  Goulding's  to 
Grafton  (now  Front  street)  at  a  stake  and  heap  of 
stones  placed  eleven  and  one  half  rods  west  of  the 
bridge  over  Mill  Brook,  thence  running  north  5  1-2^ 
east  through  said  ministerial  lands,  so  called,  17  1-2 
rods,  then  turning  and  running  west  26°  north,  un- 
til it  met  with  the  town  road  (Main  street)  lately  laid 
through  said  land  up  to  the  southeast  corner  lot  of 
a  lot  of  said  ministerial  land,  sold  to  Joseph  Allen, 
Esq.  Nathan  Perry,  John  Ghamberlin,  Jesse  Taft, 
selectmen."  That  portion  of  the  town  road  just 
described  as  running  nearly  east  and  west  is  a  part 
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of  what  is  now  called  Mechanic  street,  and  the  por- 
tion described  as  running  north,  the  part  of  what  is 
now  Bridge  street  lying  between  Front  and  Mechan- 
ic streets.     In  1835,  at  the  time  of  the  construction 
of  the  Boston  and  Worcester  railroad  along  the 
northern  border  of  this  burial  ground,  it  was  found 
necessary  to  clip  off  the  east  and  west  corners  a  few 
feet,  so  that  the  northerly  line  now  forms  a  slight 
curve.     Perhaps  no  other  change  has  been  made 
from  the  plan  as  it  was  surveyed  and  divided  into 
lots,  October  2d,  1798.     The  first  body  deposited 
here  is  said  to  be  that  of  Leonard  Worcester,  Jr., 
infant  son  of  the  Rev.  Leonard  Worcester,  who  for 
several  years  was  associated  with  Isaiah  Thomas  in 
the  editorial  management  of  the  Worcester  Spy  from 
1 791  to  1797.     Interments  continued  to  be  made 
here  until  1859,  although  there  were  but  few  made 
after  1830.    April  30th,  1827,  Austin  Denny,  Lewis 
Bigelow,  Silas  Brooks,  Enoch  Flagg,  Thomas  Cham- 
berlin,  Samuel  Terry,  Fred.  William  Paine,  Ebene- 
zer  Mower,  Otis  Corbett  and  Samuel  Ward  were 
chosen  by  a  vote  of  the  town  to  constitute  a  com- 
mittee for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  subject  of 
a  new  burial  ground,  and  to  report  at  the  next  town 
meeting.     March  3d,  1828,  that  committee  made  a 
report,  and  "  the  same  was  recommitted  to  said  com- 
mittee."    Again  at  a  meeting,  May  5,  1828,  their  re- 
port was  recommitted,  and  at  a  meeting  held  May 
loth,  the  committee  was  discharged,  and  the  select- 
men were  empowered   to  purchase    a  lot  of  land 
not  to  exceed  eight  acres  of  Mr.  Samuel  Hathaway, 
the  price  not  to  be  more  than  one  hundred  dollars 
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per  acre ;  and  the  town  also  voted  to  fence  the  same 
providing  the  said  lot  be  obtained. 

This  land  thus  procured  by  the  selectmen  of  the 
town  has  been  known  as  the  ''  Pine  Meadow  Burial 
Ground,"  and  was  in  use  for  some  years.  Quite 
a  large  number  of  interments  were  made  there, 
but  the  remains  have  nearly  all  been  taken  up, 
and  the  remainder  are  now  being  removed,  to 
make  room  in  order  to  satisfy  the  demands  made 
by  the  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad  Company  for 
more  ground  on. which  to  construct  tracks  and  build- 
ings for  the  accommodation  of  their  largely  increas- 
ing business. 


INSCRIPTIONS 


FROM    THE 


OLD  BURIAL  GROUND 

■ 

On  the  Common. 


1 .  In  memory  of  Mr.  Charles  Adams.  He  died 
Nov'^  y*^  3^,  1773  in  the  86*^  year  of  his  age. 

As  living  men  my  Tomb  do  view 
Remember  well  heir's  Room  for  you. 

2.  Here  lies  buried  the  Body  of  M"  Eunice 
Adams,  wife  of  Mr.  Nathaniel  Adams.  Dec^  July 
27*^,  1747  m  y®  32^  year  of  her  age. 

3.  Mrs.  Hannah  Adams. 

(The  name  only  was  found  upon  a  foot-stone.) 

4.  In  memory  of  Mrs  Mary,  wife  of  Mr.  Samuel 
Adams,  &  the  mother  of  Mr.  Nathaniel  Adams. 
She  died  March  y*  5*^  1772  in  y«  85*^  year  of  her 
age. 

5.  Mr.  Nathaniel  Adams  Dec'd  1776. ) 
Mrs.  Lucy  Adams  Dec'd  1776.        J 

Mr.  Adams  was  one  of  the  "52  protesters'*  who  in  the  year  1 774 en- 
tered on  our  town  records  their  royalist  declaration  and  protest  against 
the  then  revolutionary  proceedings  in  this  place.  The  town  afterwards 
voted  that  the   signers   of  that  protest    be  deemed   "  unworthy   of 
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holding  any  town  office  or  honor"  until  satisfaction  made,  and  that 
their  recorded  protest  be  entirely  obliterated.  Satisfaction  was  ac- 
cordingly made  by  most  of  the  protesters,  and  the  record  (as  may  be 
seen  at  the  Clerk's  office)  was  made  completely  illegible.  His  name 
also  occurs  in  the  list  of  persons  disarmed  by  order  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Correspondence  in  May,  I775>  and  forbidden  to  depart  the 
town  on  account  of  sympathy  for  the  royal  cause. 

6.  Elizabeth  Andrew,  Dau.  of  Samuel,  born  1752, 
died  1 753-* 

7.  Samuel  Andrew,  Died  Sept  24,  1 760,  a.  46. 

8.  Samuel  Andrew,  Jr.,  son  of  Samuel,  b.  March, 
1748,  d.  Feb.  6,  1750. 

9.  Henry  Andrews,  s.  of  Benjamin  and  Sally, 
Died  Mar.  10,  1795,  a  5  y.  9  m. 

10.  James  Andrews  s  of  Benjamin  and  Sally,  d. 
Aug.  28,  1795,  a.  8  y.  6  m. 

11.  Sally  Andrews,  w  of  Lieut.  Benjamin,  d. 
Nov.  9,  1 796,  a  34. 

mm. 

1 2.  Here  lies  buried  the  Body  of  M"^-  John  Ball 
who  died  Janry  y«  11**^  1756  in  the  59^^  year  of 
his  age. 

13.  Erected  in  memory  of  Mr  James  Barber  who 
died  March  30*^  181 2  Aet  85. 

14.  Here  lyes  buried  the  Body  of  M"  Martha 
Barber,  wife  of  Mr  Joseph  Barber,  who  died  April 

7^^  1 78 1,  Aged  39  years  8  months  and  22  days. 

» ■ 

*  All  similar  brief  inscriptions  are  copied  verbatim  from  the  record  made  by  Gill  Valen- 
tine iu  1839.  w.  s.  D. 
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15.  In  memory  of  M"  Mary  Ann  Barber,  wife 
of  Mr.  James  Barber  who  died  Oct.  11,  1802  in  the 
67*^  year  of  her  age. 

16.  Here  lyes  the  Bodys  of  Nancy  &  Mary, 
Daughters  to  Mr.  Robert  &  Mrs  Sarah  Barber. 
Nancy  died  Sept.  27th  in  the  22^  year  of  her  age. 
Mary  died  Sept  26th  in  y^  20th  year  of  her  age, 

1756. 

(Upon  the  foot-stone  the  following  inscription :) 

Take  notice  man  what  here  dott  see. 
As  thou  art  now  so  once  were  we, 
And  as  we'r  now,  so  shalt  thou  be. 
Remember  man  that  thou  must  die. 

17.  Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of  Mr.  Robert 
Barber  who  died  Sept.  27**^  1769  in  the  69*^  year  of 
his  age. 

He  came  from  Weston  to  Worcester  in  1730,  and  was  a  descend- 
ant of  the  emigrant,  Thomas  Barber,  who  came  to  this  country  in 
1635,  and  settled  at  Windsor,  Conn.  This  Robert  Barber  had 
brothers,  Hezekiah  who  settled  at  Weston,  and  Mathew  who  located 
at  Westfield.     They  were  children  of  Thomas,  Jr.,  of  Charlestown. 

18.  In  memory  of  M"  Sarah  Barber,  widow  of 
of  Mr  Robert  Barber.  She  died  June  9**^  1790 
Aged  86  years. 

Wife  of  Robert  Barber ;  was  Sarah  Gray,  dau.  of  one  of  the  Scotch 
Presbyterian  Emigrants. 

My  Glass  is  run. 

19.  Erected  in  memory  of  Isaac  Barnard,  Esqr. 
who  departed  this  life  March  y«  1 8*^  1 788.  Aged  86 
years.  * 

Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord,  from  henceforth.  Yea, — saith  the  spirit,~that 
they  may  rest  from  their  labors,  and  their  worlcs  do  follow  them.    Rev.  xiv.  13. 

A  Royalist  Protester  of  1774.  Disarmed  by  order  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Correspondence  in  May,  1775. 
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20.  Erected  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Barnard, 
relict  of  Isaac  Barnard,  Esq^-  who  died  April  9, 
1806    Aet.  97. 

21.  In  memory  of  M^  Daniel  Bigelow  who  died 
August  29  1776,  in  his  48  year  of  his  age. 

A  brother  of  the  distinguished  Col.  Timothy  Bigelow  and  father 
of  Daniel  Bigelow  3rd,  who  in  1776  formed  connection  with  William 
Stearns,  Esq.  in  the  publication  of  the  Spy,  and  afterwards  studied 
law  and  practiced  in  Petersham.  Daniel  Bigelow  3rd  was  at  differ- 
ent times  representative,  senator,  member  of  the  executive  council 
and  county  attorney. 

22.  In  memory  of  Timothy  Bigelow,  Esq.  Com- 
mander of  the  1 5^^  Massachusetts  Regt.  in  the  Re- 
volutionary War  with  Great  Britain.  Born  Aug. 
12  1739.  He  died  Apr.  4,  1790  Aged  50  years. 
Here  lie  his  remains. 

Born  in  Worcester,  was  son  of  Daniel  Bigelow  and  Elizabeth 
(Whitney)  Bigelow  who  came  to  Worcester  from  Watertown.  He 
was  a  descendant  of  John  Bigelow  the  emigrant,  who  was  a  son  of 
Randall  Bigelow  of  Wrentham,  County  of  Suffolk,  England.  This 
John  was  in  Watertown  as  early  as  1636,  and  married,  1642,  Mary 
Warren,  also  born  in  England. 

Col.  Bigelow  was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  the  provincial 
cause  in  the  revolutionary  war,  being  associated  with  Warren,  Otis 
and  other  leading  spirits.  In  March,  1773,  ^^  ^^'  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  local  Committee  of  Correspondence  and  continued  a  mem- 
ber until  called  into  active  service  in  April,  1775.  ^^  was  active 
in  the  organization  of  the  American  Political  Society  in  December, 
1773,  comprising  the  leading  patriots  of  the  town,  and  meetings  of 
the  Society  were  frequently  held  at  his  house.  He  Was  an  influen- 
tial member  of  many  revolutionary  committees.  Was  a  delegate 
from  this  town  at  the  first  and  second  sessions  of  the  Provincial 
Congress  in  1774  and  1775. 
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In  the  spring  of  1775,  Mr.  Isaiah  Thomas,  the  publisher  of  the 
Massachusetts  Spy,  printed  in  Boston,  was  placed  by  the  British  au- 
thorities on  the  list  of  suspicious  persons,  and  his  paper  was  pro- 
scribed. Joseph  Warren  and  Timothy  Bigelow  advised  his  removal 
writh  his  press  and  types  to  Worcester.  Although  an  afiair  of  some 
difficulty  and  requiring  great  caution,  Capt.  Bigelow  undertook  the 
task,  and  selecting  a  dark  night,  he  with  others  succeeded  in  convey- 
ing the  press  and  types  to  Barton's  Point,  and  ferrying  them  to 
Charlestown,  and  from  thence  transporting  them  to  Worcester  to  the 
basement  of  his  own  house,  where  the  press  was  set  up  ready  for  use. 

He  organized  and  commanded  the  company  of  minute  men  which 
inarched  from  Worcester  on  the  alarm  at  Lexington,  April  19,  1775, 
and  on  the  organization  of  the  army  at  Cambridge,  was  appoint- 
ed major  in  the  regiment  of  which  Jonathan  Ward  was  colonel.  He 
took  part  in  the  ill-fated  expedition  against  Quebec  in  the  fall  of 
1775,  was  taken  prisoner  and  confined  nearly  a  year,  when  he  was 
paroled  and  afterwards  exchanged,  and  was  soon  in  active  service  as 
Lieut.-Colonel.  Feb.  8,  1777,  he  received  a  commission  as  Col- 
onel, and  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  15th  Massachusetts 
regiment  in  the  Continental  army,  then  forming  principally  of  men 
from  Worcester  county.  On  the  completion  of  the  regimental  organ- 
ization he  marched  with  his  command  to  join  the  northern  army  un- 
der Gen.  Schuyler,  arriving  in  season  to  assist  in  the  capture  of 
Burgoyne  by  Gen.  Gates  at  Saratoga.  He  was  also  in  service  in 
Rhode  Island,  Verplanck's  Point,  Robinson's  Farms,  N.  J.,  Peekskill, 
Monmouth,  Valley  Forge,  West  Point  and  Yorktown.  At  the  close 
of  the  war,  he  was  stationed  for  a  time  at  West  Point,  and  afterwards 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  arsenal  at  Springfield.  On  relinquish- 
ing his  military  duties,  he  returned  to  Worcester,  and  engaged  in  his 
old  occupation  as  a  blacksmith.  In  1780,  he  with  others  obtained  a 
grant  of  23,040  acres  of  land  in  Vermont,  upon  which  he  founded 
a  town,  giving  it  the  name  of  Montpeller,  now  the  capital  of  the 
State.  He  is  described  as  having  been  a  man  of  fine  personal  appear- 
ance, tall  and  erect,  and  possessed  of  a  martial  bearing.  He  married 
Anna  Andrews,  July  7,  1762. 

In  1 86 1,  the  remains  of  Col.  Bigelow  were  exhumed,  incased  in 
a  metallic  casket,  and  placed  in  a  receptacle  beneath  the  base  of 
the  monument,  erected  by  his  great-grandson.  Col.  Timothy  Bigelow 
Lawrence  of  Boston. 
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23.  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Increase  Blair 
who  deceased  Nov"^-  ii***  1797  Aged  40  years,  of 
Huldah  his  wife,  who  died  July  9,  1798  aged  38 
years,  and  of  two  of  their  children,  viz :  Nancy  who 
died  April  11**^  1794  Aged  11  months,  and  Alex- 
ander who  died  March  5,  1796  Aged  5. 

This  monumental  memorial  of  this  group  of 
victims  to  mortality  demands  the  passenger's  tear- 
ful Remembrance. 

Parents  &  babes  together  lie 
Till  Jesus  call  them  to  the  sky. 

Memento  mori. 

24.  In  memory  of  Charles,  son  of  Mr.  Joseph  & 
Mrs.  Mary  Blair  who  died  May  y*  28***  1775  in  the 
24^*^  year  of  his  age. 

Time  shall  be  slain,  all  nature  destroyed 
Nor  leave  an  atom  in  mighty  void. 

25.  Here  lyes  interred  the  remains  of  Mrs.  Isabel 
Blair  wife  of  Mr.  Robert  Blair  who  died  Febru^^ 
10^*^  1765  Aged  82  years. 

Memento  mori. 

26.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Robert  Blair  who  died 
OcP  y*  14  AD  1774  in  the  91  year  of  his  age. 

How  great,  how  firm,  how  sacred  all  appears, 
How  worthy  an  immortal  round  of  years, 
Yet  all  must  drop  as  Autumn's  ripest  grain. 
And  Earth  and  Firmament  be  sought  in  rain. 

Son  of  Abraham  Blair  who  distinguished  himself  in  the  famous 
siege  of  Londonderry,  A.  D.  1689.  In  recognition  of  his  services, 
he  was  made  free  of  taxation  throughout  the  British  Provinces. 

27.  Sarah  Bowles,  Dau.  of  Dea.  William  and 
Sarah.     Died  June  3,  1790  a.  21. 

The  sweet  remembrance  of  the  Just, 
Shall  flourish  when  they  sleep  in  Dust. 
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28.  Susanna  Bowles  Dau.  of  Dea.  William  and 
Sarah.     Died  June  6,  1790  a  8. 

29.  In  memory  of  Mary,  Daut  of  Mr.  Daniel 
Boyden  &  Mrs.  Mehitabel,  his  wife,  died  March  i®* 
^755  i^  y*^  4*^  y^^r  of  her  age. 

Itroton. 

30.  Arad  Brown  son  of  Lieut  Samuel  and  Abi- 
gail :  Died  Aug.  31,  1782,  a  7  m  25  da. 

31.  In  memory  of  M"  Elizabeth  Lydia  Brown, 
wife  of  Lieu*  Luke  Brown,  who  dec^  Aug.  11,  1751 
Aged  about  27  years. 

Reader,  behold  as  jrou  pan  by. 
As  you  are  liyeiog  so  was  I. 
As  I  am  now  so  you  must  be 
Prepare  for  death  and  follow  me 

32.  In  memory  of  Elizabeth  Brown  daughter  of 
Mr.  Samuel  &  Abigail  Brown.  She  deceased  June 
y€  22^  1776,  in  the  tenth  year  of  her  age. 

She  often  made  our  hearts  for  to  rejoice,  her  pleasant  nature,  arts  &  chearfiil  Toice 
But  God  had  Right  to  call  for  what  he  lent,  her  glass  is  run  &  all  her  days  are  spent 

33.  Here  lyes  inter'd  the  remains  of  Mr.  James 
Brown  who  departed  this  life  January  ii**>»  1778,  in 
the  67*^  year  of  his  age. 

Now  I  behold  with  sweet  delight 
The  Blessed  Three  in  one 
And  stronge  affections  fix  my  sight 
On  God's  incarnate  son. 

34.  Here  lyes  the  remains  of  Mr.  Luke  Brown, 
Jun^  who  died  Nov'-  6th,  1776  in  the  31  year  of  his 
age. 

Reader,  Remember  death. 

He  kept  the  public  house  known  as  the  Hancock  Anns  Tavern,  the 
principal  rendezvous  of  the  patriots  in  the  early  days  of  the  Revolu- 
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tion.  This  tavern  was  situated  on  what  is  now  Lincoln  street  nearly 
opposite  the  old  gas  works.  He  was  son  of  Lieut.  Luke  Brown, 
who  was  formerly  an  opulent  citizen  of  this  place,  and  came  here 
from  the  town  of  Sudbury,  probably  several  years  preceding  the 
year  1750,  and  kept  the  public,  house  which  was  burned  Christmas 
Eve,  1824,  and  which  stood  near  the  ancient  first  jail.  He  acquired 
considerable  wealth  by  speculating  in  public  lands.  It  was  while  on 
a  journey  to  New  York  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  the  town  now 
called  Newfane  in  Vermont  that  he  caught  the  small  poz.  His  dis- 
order disclosed  itself  soon  after  his  return  to  Worcester  and  carried 
him  off  in  a  few  days.  His  body  was  buried  on  the  north  side  of 
the  lane  (Jo  Bill  Road,)  leading  west  from  what  is  now  Salisbury 
street.  Report  says  that  he  had  few  friends,  was  avaricious,  and 
procured  his  property  not  perhaps  by  the  most  honorable  means. 
The  monument  erected  to  his  memory  was  in  1827  to  be  seen  lying 
on  the  surface  of*  the  ground  near  where  his  body  was  interred.  It 
was  much  defaced,  being  broken  in  the  middle,  and  some  parts  of 
the  inscription  hardly  legible.     The  epitaph  is  as  follows  : 

Here  lie  buried  the  remains  of  Lieut.  Luke  Brown,  who  having  taken  the  infection  of  the 
small  pox  at  New  York,  and  died  of  the  same  after  his  return  home,  viz:  April  14,  1772, 
Aged  58.    Buried  here  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  the  infection. 

In  the  French  war,  Luke  Brown,  sen.,  was  lieutenant  of  a  detach- 
ment of  men  from  CoL  John  Chandler's  regiment  under  Capt.  John 
Curtis  that  marched  to  the  relief  of  Fort  William  Henry  in  1759. 

His  son  Luke  Brown,  Jr.  succeeded  him  in  this  tavern,  but  soon 
became  intemperate,  and  died  as  stated  on  the  monument  over  his 
grave,  Nov.  6,  1776,  aged  31. 

35.  Molley  Brown  wife  of  John  Brown  and  dau 
of  Ignatius  and  Elizabeth  Goulding,  d.  Feb.  13, 
1787  a  20  yrs, — m  and  13  da. 

Life  is  shorty  but  Death  is  sure 

Sin  is  the  wound  &  Christ  is  the  cure 

Of  Oallen  man, — Salvation  sure. 

36.  Here  lies  buried  the  body  of  M"  Rebekah 
Brown,  5^  wife  of  M^-  James  Brown.  Died  Feb^y 
26*^  1 756  in  y^  42  year  of  her  age 
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37«  Erected  in  memory  of  Lieu*  Samuel  Brown 
who  departed  this  life  May  y®  25**^  A.  D.  1785  in  the 
42^  year  of  his  age. 

Death  steady  to  his  purpose  from  ye  womb. 
Pursues  till  we  are  driven  to  the  tomb 
O-reader-wisely  lay  this  thought  to  heart 
And  seek  an  interest  in  the  better  part 
Then  when  you  close  in  death  your  mortel  eyes 
Your  soul  may  rise  &  reign  above  the  skies 

Selectman,  1781,  1782,  1783.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Ameri- 
can Political  Society,  a  whig  organization  formed  in  1773  ^^^  the 
purpose  of  counteracting  royal  influence.  A  member  of  Capt. 
Timothy  Bigelow's  company  that  marched  on  the  alarm  at  Lexing- 
ton, April  19,  1775  ;  First  Lieutenant  in  Capt.  Josiah  Fay's  company 
in  Col.  Jona.  Ward's  regiment,  1775  ;  Adjutant  under  Lieut.-Col. 
Benj.  Flagg  on  the  alarm  at  Bennington,  1777. 

38.  Here  lyes  buried  the  Body  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Brown  who  departed  this  life  Dec'm^  ii*^»  1776  in 
the  40*^  year  of  his  age. 

Reader  -  Death  is  a  debt  to  nature  due 
Which  I  have  paid  and  so  must  you. 

39.  John  Bush  Died  January  28,  1816,  a  61  years. 

Lived  in  the  Sheriff  Chandler  house  on  Main  street  for  a  long 
time  known  as  the  Bush  house,  and  more  latterly  owned  and  occupied 
by  Hon.  L  M.  Barton.  This  house  stood  on  the  present  site  of 
Taylor's  Block,  west  of  the  old  common. 

40.  Hannah  Bush  wife  of  John  Bush  Died  Feb. 
I,   1807  a  39y  11  m. 

Sweet  is  the  sleep  that  here  we  take. 
Until  in  Jesus  we  awake  ; 
Then  shall  o\}r  happy  souls  rejoice 
To  hear  our  blessed  Saviour's  voice. 

41.  James  Carlyle  Died  A.  D.  1758. 

42.  Mary  Carlyle,  w.  of  James,  d.  Aug.  24,  1755 
a  34. 
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43.  Mrs  A***  Chadick  w.  of  John,  d  Dec  . .  . 
1 766  a  46. 

44.  Here  lies  y®  body  of  Mrs.  Hannah  Chadick 
wife  of  Mr  John  Chadick.  Died  May  4*^  1752  in 
y*  53^  year  of  her  age. 

45.  Hannah  Chadick,  dr  of  John  Jr.  and  Lydia, 
b.  Sep.  5,  1750.  d  Aug.  21,  1762  a  12. 

« 

46.  John  Chadick  d.  July  17  1768.  a  67. 

47.  Here  lies  buried  the  body  of  Mr.  John  Chad- 
ick Jun^  who  died  Sept  3**  1763.  Aged  36  years. 
&  By  his  right  side  2  infants  of  his. 

48.  Lydia  Chadick. 

(Foot-stone  only,  according  to  Valentine.) 

CChanrtierlaCii. 

49.  Elizabeth  Chamberlain  dr.  of  John  and  Mary, 
d.  Mar.  19  1787  a  17  m.  3  w. 

50.  Elizabeth  Prentice  Chamberlain  dr.  of  John 
and  Mary.  d.  Feb.  17.  1785  a  10  y.  3  m. 

51.  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Deacon  Jacob  Cham- 
berlain who  departed  this  life  March  y*  17***  1790  in 
the  71**  year  of  his  age.  Who  fulfilled  the  office  of 
a  Deacon  in  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Worcester  for 
about  28  years  with  Satisfaction  to  the  Church  and 
Honour  to  himself.  He  was  possessed  of  good  nat- 
ural Abilties  Useful  in  the  Society  of  which  he  was 
a  member  Instructive  and  entertaining  in  conver- 
sation Compassionate  to  the  afflicted  Given  to 
hospitality — sound  in  the  faith  And  now,  we  trust, 
has  entered  into  his  Eternal  Rest. 
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Dea.  Jacob  Chamberlain  was  born  at  a  place  called  Oak  Hill  in 
Newton,  Nov.  28,  17 19.  He  married  Lydia  Stone  of  Newton  in 
early  life,  when  he  removed  to  Worcester  and  settled  on  the  farm 
now  (1877)  occupied  by  the  widow  of  the  late  Marshall  Flagg, 
where  he  lived  during  the  residue  of  his  life.  By  his  first  wife  he 
had  nine  children,  viz :  John,  Sarah,  Thaddeus,  Lydia,  Jacob,  Susan- 
nah, Abigail,  Mary  and  William.  By  a  second  wife  (widow  of 
Abel  Hey  wood  who  was  son  of  Maj.  Hey  wood  of  ancient  memory 
in  this  town,)  he  had  one  daughter,  Nancy. 

Dea.  Jacob  Chamberlain  was  selectman  of  the  town,  1761.  A 
tory  protester  of  I774>  numbered  among  the  internal  enemies  by  the 
Committee  of  Correspondence  in  1775,  and  disarmed  by  that  Com- 
mittee. 

52.  In  memory  of  Mrs  Lydia  Chamberlin,  wife 
of  Deac'^  Jacob  Chamberlin,  who  was  born  in  New- 
town, May  4*^  1724.     Died  Decern.  29^^  1768. 

Mrs.  Chamberlin  was  Lydia  Stone  of  Newton. 

53.  Susana  Chamberlin  dr.  of  Dea.  Jacob  and 
Lydia.  d.  Sep.  25  1756.  a  5  y.  3  m.  4  da. 

54.  In  memory  of  Mrs  Dorothy  Chapin  wife  of 
Mr.  Benjamin  Chapin  Jun^  who  died  July  14**^  1775 
in  the  20*^  year  of  her  age. 

55.  Joseph  Clark  d.  June  8,  1772  a  77 

56.  James  Cook,  s.  of  George  and  Phebe.  d.  July 
8,  1 792  a  6 

Return  my  friends 
Dry  up  your  tears 
You  will  see  me  again 
When  Christ  appears. 
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57.  Here  lyes  intered  the  Body  of  Experience, 
once  wife  of  Thomas  Cowden,  She  died  April  3^ 
1 760  in  the  30**^  year  of  her  age. 

Here  also  by  her  right  side  is  buried  their  male 
child,  and  by  her  left  their  two  female  children. 

58.  Here  lyes  buried  the  Body  of  Mr.  James  Cow- 
den.     Died  Oct^-  i®*-  1 748  in  3^  63^  year  of  his  age. 

CCurtfs. 

59.  In  memory  of  Dolly  F.  Curtis.  Dau.  of  Mr. 
David  &  Mrs.  Susanna  Curtis  Born  Oct  16,  1792. 
Died  Aug.  27,  1796. 

60.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Curtis  wife  of 
Capt.  John  Curtis,  who  died  Nov.  14,  1802.  Mt  90. 

She  Was  daughter  of  Rev.  Mr.  Prentice  of  Lancaster. 

61.  In  memory  of  Capt.  John  Curtis,  who  died 
June  29*^  1797  in  y*  90  y^  of  his  age. 

Son  of  Ephraim  Curtis,  was  born  at  Sudbury,  Sept.  zi,  1707. 
Married  Rebckah  Waite,  probably  of  Sudbury,  by  whom  he  had  all 
his  children,  viz :  John,  James,  Joseph,  Mary,  William,  Sarah  and 
Tyler.  He  married  for  a  second  wife,  Elizabeth  Robbins,  who  was  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  Mr.  Prentice  of  Lancaster.  Capt.  Curtis  for  many 
years  kept  a  public  house  which  was  a  general  rendezvous  for  all  the 
ministers  passing  to  and  fro. 

He  held  important  civil  offices,  among  which  were  those  of  Dep- 
uty Sheriff  and  Coroner.  He  was  Captain  of  a  detachment  of  men 
from  Col.  John  Chandler,  Jr's,  regiment  that  marched  from  Worces- 
ter on  the  alarm  for  the  relief  of  Fort  William  Henry  in  1757. 
During  the  revolutionary  war,  he  sympathized  with  the  royal  cause, 
and  was  a  signer  of  the  tory  protest  of  1774.  Also,  deemed  an  in- 
ternal enemy  and  disarmed  in  1775. 
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62.  In  memory  of  Mr.  John  Curtis  who  was  born 
May  19**^  1 731.     Died  Dec"^^  13^^  1768. 

A  son  of  Capt.  John  Curtis. 

63.  In  memory  of  Nathaniel  Curtis  who  died  June 
28^  181 8.  Age  52. 

64.  In  memory  of  Mrs  Rebekah  Curtis,  wife  of 
Capt  John  Curtis.  Died  March  24*^  1 755  in  ye  45*^ 
year  of  her  age.  ye  i®*  month. 

Mrs.  Curtis  was  Rebekah  Waite  of  Sudbury. 

65.  In  memory  of  Susanna  Curtis  Dau.  of  Mr. 
David  &  Mrs.  Susanna  Curtis.  Born  May  15  1794. 
Died  May  i  1 795 

66.  In  memory  of  Miss  Katharine  Drowne,  eldest 
Daugh'^  of  Mr.  Thomas  Drowne  late  of  Boston  De- 
ceas^-     Died  Jan.  23^  1807  -^-  69. 

Sweet  were  the  hopes  that  cheer'd  her  soul. 
Those  hopes  by  God  were  given. 
And  tho'  her  body  sleeps  in  dust, 
Her  soul  ascends  to  Heaven . 

67.  In  memory  of  Mrs  Mary  Drowne,  Daughter 
of  Mr.  Thomas  Drowne  late  of  Boston  Dec^-  who 
died  Oct  21,  18 16  Aet.  65. 

XlHer. 

68.  In  memory  of  Esther  Elder  who  died  August 
jjst  1*^*^2  in  the  59  year  of  her  age. 

Also  called  ••  Hester,"  wife  of  William. 

69.  Here  lyes  the  Bodys  of  Rebecca  &  Esther, 
Daught"  of  Will™  &  Hester  Elder.  Reb<»  died 
July  7*^  in  3^  20*^  year  of  her  age.  Hester  died 
July  16*^  in  y^  6*^  year  of  her  age.  1756. 
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70.  Fanny  Elder,  Dr.  of  John  Jr.  and  Lydia.  d 
Aug.  13,  1795,  a.  3. 

71.  In  memory  of  Mr.  William  Elder,  who  died 
July  29^^  1786  in  y®  79  yr  of  his  age. 

Private  in  a  detachment  of  men  from  Col.  John  Chandler's  regi- 
mentf  under  Capt.  James  Goodwin,  that  marched  on  the  alarm  for 
the  relief  of  Fort  William  Henry,  1757.     "  Tory  Protester"   1774. 

iFfeft. 

72.  David  Fisk  Died  Nov.  23,  1777.  a  44. 

73.  Here  lies  3^  body  of  Mrs  Elizabeth  Fisk,  wife 
of  Mr  John  Fisk,  Die'd  June  13**^  1752,  in  y®  63^^ 
year  of  her  age. 

74.  In  memory  of  Mr.  John  Fisk  who  died  Nov^ 
ye  2d  1758  in  ye  75^^  year  of  his  age. 

75.  Jonathan  Fisk  Died  Jany  8,  1781.  a  52. 

iFlirgfl. 

76.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Abel  Flagg,  who  dec^  Sept. 
5^  18'^  1775  in  the  22  year  of  his  age. 

All  you  that  read  the  state  of  me 
think  of  the  glaft  that  runs  for  thee. 

77.  Here  lies  Buried  the  Body  of  Capt.  Benjamin 
Flagg,  Esq  who  died  June  12*^  i75i>  in  the  61^^  year 
of  his  age. 

So  man  lieth  down  and  riseth  not  till  the  heavens  be  no  more . 
They  shall  not  awake,  nor  be  called  out  of  their  sleep. 

Benjamin  Flagg  was  selectman  of  the  town  for  many  years  ;  sheriff 
of  the  county  from  1743  to  1751  ;  also  representative  to  the  General 
Court.  He  was  a  son  of  Benjamin  Flagg  who  came  from  Watertown 
to  Worcester. 

78.  Daniel  Flagg,  son  of  Phinehas  &  Rhoda,  d. 
Mar.  12,  1 8 10,  a  24. 

Christ  my  Redeemer  lives. 
And  often  from  the  skies 
Looks  down  &  watches  all  my  dust, 
Till  he  shall  bid  it  rise. 
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79-  In  memory  of  Mrs  Dolly  Flagg,  wife  of  Sam. 
uel  Flagg,  Esq.  who  died  March  lo.  1824.  Aged  84 
years. 

80.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Flagg,  Relict 
of  y®  late  Benjamin  Flagg  Esq^»  who  died  Novem^ 
3^  1769,  in  y«  77^^  year  of  her  age. 

81.  Elizabeth  Flagg.  Dau.  of  Abel  &  Susannah 
d.  May  23,  1810  a  7: — 

So  fades  the  lovely  blooming  flower^ 
Sweet,  smiling  solace  of  an  hoar. 

82.  Eunice  Flagg  w.  of  Josiah:  d.  Dec.  26,  1785 
a  28. 

83.  George  Flagg  s.  of  Silas  &  Anna :  d,  Jan.  3, 
1792  :  a  9  m.  14  da 

Sleep  on  my  bab. 
And  take  thy  rest, 
God  call'd  thee  hom, 
When  he  saw  it  best. 

84.  In  memory  of  John  Flagg,  who  dec^  Decem- 
ber the  29'^  1772,  in  the  24*^  year  of  his  age. 

This  pleasant  Child 

In  Whom  we  did  Delight, 

Lies  here  in  Dust, 

Now  buried  from  our  Sight. 

85.  Lucy  Flagg.  Dau.  of  John  &  Sarah :  d.  May 
8.  1810:  a  2  y.  6  m 

Sleep  on  my  babe,  and  take  thy  rest, 
God  call'd  thee  home  when  he  saw  it  best. 

86.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Phinehas  Flagg,  son  of 
Col.  Benjamin  &  Mrs  Abigail  Flagg,  who  departed 
this  life  October  i.  1791.  -^tatis  39. 

Why  do  we  mourn  departed  friends 
Or  shake  at  Death's  alarms, 
Tis  but  the  voice  which  Jesus  sends. 
To  call  them  to  his  arms. 

Phinehas  Flagg  was  in  Capt.  Timothy  Bigelow's  company  of  min- 
ute men  which  left  Worcester  on  the  alarm  at  Lexington,  April  19, 
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1775*  ^**  *"*  Capti  Jonas  Hubbard's  company  which  served  three 
months  at  Cambridge  and  Dorchester  in  1775.  Was  zd  sergeant  of 
Capt.  Wm.  Gates'  company  in  Col.  Jonathan  Holman's  regiment  in 
the  Continental  army,  1776. 

87.  In  memory  of  Phinehas  Flagg,  son  of  Mr. 
John  &  Mrs.  Sarah  Flagg,  who  died  Jany  20,  1807. 
Aged  4  years  &  3  months. 

My  days  was  few  and  I  but  small 
But  must  obey  when  Chnst  doth  call. 

88.  In  memory  of  Samuel  Flagg  Esq,  who  died 
Sept.  24,  18 19.  Aged  83.  Eldest  son  of  Richard  & 
Grace  Flagg. 

Samuel  Flagg,  Esq.  was  a  member  of  the  Worcester  Fire  Society, 
being  admitted  April  i,  1793.  He  lived  for  a  time  on  what  is  now 
the  corner  of  Main  and  Park  streets.  The  house  was  burned  to  the 
ground  on  the  night  of  Jan.  26,  1786,  there  being  no  fire-engine  in 
the  town  at  that  time.  He  was  representative  to  the  General  Court, 
1790-98, 1805  and  1807  ;  town  treasurer,  1803-1808  ;  also  a  member 
of  the  first  board  of  directors  of  the  Worcester  Bank. 

89.  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Lieut.  Richard 
Flagg,  &  Grace  his  wife.  Richard  Flagg  died  at 
Holden  November  1 2**^  1 799 :  Aet.  92.  Grace  Flagg 
died  at  Holden  December  4  1808.  Aet.  100. 

This  Monument  erected  by  their  Sons,  Samuel  & 
Benjamin  Flagg. 

He  was  ensign  of  a  company  of  men  under  Maj.  Daniel  Hey  wood 
that  marched  Aug.  8,  1748,  to  the  defence  of  the  western  frontier 
threatened  with  attack  by  French  and  Indians. 

iTorbttsti. 

90.  Ann  Forbush,  Dau.  of  James  &  Mary:  d. 
May  9.  1 749 ;  a  9 

Elizabeth  Forbush,  Dau  of  James  &  Margaret : 
d  May  21,  1759,  a  6. 
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James  Forbush  Jr,  Died  Mar.  ii,  1762.  a.  38. 
Mary  Forbush  wife  of  James,  d.  Dec.  6,  1748  a  25. 

(The  above  on  one  stone.) 

iTttllerton. 

91.  Nathaniel  FuUerton  Died  Feb.  16,  1777:  a 
38. 

92.  In  memory  of  Mr.  John  Gates  who  was  born 
Jan^r  27*^  1728-9     Died  April  2^  1763. 

93.  John  Gates  son  of  Simon  &  Sarah,  d.  May  20, 
1786,  a.  22. 

Not  praises  of  man  but  of  God, 
Yealds  comfort  on  a  dying  bed. 

94.  In  memory  of  John  Gates,  son  of  Jonathan 
Gates  and  Sarah  his  wife,  who  died  March  3*^-  1793, 
aged  13  years  &  5  months. 

Farewell  my  friends,  dry  up  your  tears, 
You  will  see  me  again,  when  Christ  appears. 

95.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Gates,  who  died 
February  7*    1756,  in  the  73^  year  of  his  age. 

Reader — Remember  Death 

96.  Perces  Gates,  w.  of  Jonathan,  d.  July  12.  1776: 
a.  86. 

97.  Sarah  Gates,  w.  of  Simon:  d.  Sep.  30,  1800. 
a.  75. 

Friend,  quit  this  stone  &  look  abore  the  skits 
The  dust  lies  here,  but  virtue  never  dies. 

98.  Here  lies  interred  the  Remains  of  Mr.  Simon 
Gates  who  departed  this  life  April  y®  1 1*^  1777,  Aged 
66  years. 

Blessed  are  they  who  do  his  commandments,  that  they  may  have  right  to  the  tree  of  Life, 
and  may  enter  in  throt^h  ye  gates  into  ye  city. 

Simon  Gates  with  his  wife  Sarah  came  from  Marlborough  in  1749. 
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99-  In  memory  of  Mr.  Solomon  Gates,  who  was 
born  May  14'**  1721,  Died  March  2^  1761. 

100.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Isaac  Glezen,  who  died 
Jan^y  y«  f^  AD  1776  in  the  57'^  year  of  his  age. 

Reader,  Far  from  this  World  of  Toil  and  Strife, 
They're  present  with  the  Lord, 
The  Labours  of  their  Mortal  Life 
End  in  a  large  Reward. 

101.  Abigail  Goddard.  w.  of   Samuel :  d.  Apr.  8, 
1 804  :  aet.  64. 

She  was  Abigail  King. 

102.  Elizabeth  Goddard.  Dau.  of  Samuel  &  Abi- 
gail :  d.  Sep.  20,  1 790 :  a.  20    . 

103.  Hannah  Goddard,  w.  of  John:  d.  Dec.  10, 
1777:  aet  76 : 

104.  John  Goddard  Died  June  26,  1785  :  aged  87. 

Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord,  that  they  may  rest  from  their  labours,  &  their 
works  do  follow  them. 

105.  Joseph  Goddard.  son  of  John  &  Hannah :  d. 
Apr.  19,  1758 :  a  18. 

106.  Lydia  Goddard,  Dau.  of  Samuel  &  Abigail : 
d.  Aug.  9.  1778:  a.  13. 

107.  Mary  Goddard,  Dau. of  Samuel:  d.  June  26, 
1816 :  aet.  45. 

108.  Samuel  Goddard,  Jr.  son  of  Samuel  &  Abi- 
gail: d.  May  3,  1801 :  a  26. 

Reader  behold  as  you  pass  by, 
As  you  are  living  so  was  I. 
As  I  am  now,  so  you  must  be 
Prepare  for  death  and  follow  me 

109.  Samuel  Goddard  Died  June  12,  1803 :  aet.71. 
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no.  Here  lies  Buried  the  Body  of  Capt  James 
Goodwin,  who  departed  this  life  June  2*^^  1776,  in  y* 
62^  year  of  his  age, 

Capt.  James  Goodwin  was  captain  of  a  company  of  men  under  Col. 
John  Chandler,  which  left  Worcester  on  the  alarm  for  the  relief  of 
Fort  William  Henry  in  1757.  In  1760  he  was  captain  of  a  com- 
pany of  militia  numbering  forty-eight  men. 

Selectman,  1759*     A  signer  of  the  royalist  protest  of  1774. 

111.  Here  lies  Buried  the  Body  of  Mrs.  Mary 
Goodwin,  wife  of  Capt.  James  Goodwin,  who  died 
July  4*^  17491  in  the  33  year  of  her  age. 

112.  Abigal.  Goulding.  Dau.  of  Palmer :  d.  May 
21.  1759:  aet.  12  m.  29  ds. 

113.  Abigal  Goulding,  w.  of  Palmer,  Jr:  d.  May 
26.  1770.  a  35. 

Death  is  a  debt  to  nature  due. 
Which  I  have  paid  and  so  must  you. 

Was  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Hannah  (Ward)  Hey  wood. 

114.  Abigail  Gotflding,  w.  of  Palmer,  sen:  d.  at 
Holden.  ****  1770  (?)  a.  70: 

Was  Abigail  Rice  of  Concord  and  daughter  of  Timothy  Rice. 

115.  Abigail  Goulding,  Dau.  of  Palmer  Jr.  & 
Rebekah:  b.  June  11.  1771 :  d.  Sep.  26,  1796. 

Like  blolsoxn'd  ttees,  o'erturned  by  vernal  storm, 
Lorely  in  death,  the  beauteous  ruin  lay. 

116.  Cornelius  Waldo  Goulding.  son  of  Palmer, 
Jr.  &  Abigail :  d.  Feb.  10,  1762  :  a  6  m:  5  da. 

117.  Ignatius  Goulding  Died  *****  1787. 
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1 1 8.  James  Goulding,  son  of  Ignatius  &  Eliza- 
beth: b.  Dec.  24.  1764:  d.  Aug.  4.  1791. 

The  sweet  remembrance  of  the  just. 
Shall  flouiish  when  they  sleep  in  dust. 

1 19.  John  Goulding,  son  of  Palmer  Jr.  &  Abigail : 
d.  Apr.  16.  1757 :  aet  6  m  25  da. 

120.  In  memory  of  Capt.  Palmer  Goulding  senior, 
who  died  at  Holden  Febry  ye  1 1***  A.  D.  1770,  iny* 
75th  year  of  his  age.  He  Commanded  a  Company  at 
3^*  Reduction  of  Louisburg  June  y^  17*^  A.  D.  1745. 

Representative  to  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  from  the 
town  of  Worcester,  1741.  Selectman,  1731,  37,  41,  43,  64,  65. 
Just  previous  to  the  first  organization  of  the  town,  he  built  the  house 
long  occupied  by  Gouldings,  which  stood  on  F-ont  street  east  of  the 
present  Common. 

121.  Palmer  Goulding  son  of  Palmer  Jr.  &  Re- 
bekah  :  d.  Feb.  1 9,  1 790,  a  1 5  y.  8  m. 

Job  1.  azst.    The  Lord  gave  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away  :  blefsed  be  the  name  of  the 
Lord. 

122.  In  memory  of  Capt.  Palmer  Goulding,  Who 
after  a  life  of  activity,  justice  &  humanity,  Died  30*^^ 
January  1 792.  Aged  69  years. 

This  corruptible  must  put  on  inconuption,  and  this  mortal  must  put  on  immorulity— St. 
PauL 

Selectman,    1771.     He  was  a  signer  of  the  Royalist  Protest  of 

1774.  Disarmed   by  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  in  May, 

1775,  and  forbidden  to  depart  the  town. 

123.  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Peter  Gould- 
ing. Born  Dec™  30*^  1736.  Deceased  July  14*^  1790: 

Friends  and  Physicians  could  not  save,  my  mortal  body  from  the  grave, 
Nor  can  the  grave  confine  me  here,  when  Christ  shall  call  me  to  appear. 

124.  Samuel  Goulding  Son  of  Palmer  d.  July  17, 
1 760.  a  I  day. 

125.  Thomas  Goulding  Son  of  Palmer  Jr.  &  Abi- 
gal.  d.  Aug.  26,  1756.  a  3. 


37 

126.  Bertha  &  Eliot  Gray :  Dau.  &  fon  of  W"^  & 
Jean  Gray:  Bertha  died  ***:  Eliot  d.  Oct.  27, 
1735:  a4: 

127.  Here  lyes  the  Body  of  Jean  Gray,  wife  of 
Mr.  Matthew  Gray,  who  died  Decern^  20*^  1764: 
Aet.  48. 

128.  Mrs.  Mary  Gray  Died  **    1761. 

1 29.  Here  lyes  interr'd  the  Remains  of  Mr.  Mat- 
thew Gray,  who  departed  this  life  Feb^y  16*^  1783  : 
in  the  73^  year  of  his  age. 

Death  is  a  debt  to  nature  due,  wh'ch  1  have  paid  &  so  must  you. 

One  of  the  company  of  Scotch  Emigrants,  who  settled  here  in 
1718. 

130.  Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of  Mr  Robert 
Gray,  who  died  Janx  16^^  1766.  Aged  69  years. 

One  of  the  company  of  Scotch  Emigrants,  who  settled  here  in 
1718. 

131.  Thomas  Gray  Son  of  Robert  &  Sarah:  d. 
Oct  7.  1756:  aet.  7. 

ffifreen. 

132.  John  Green  Son  of  Dr.  John  &  Mary:  b 
Apr.  I.  1758:  d.  Sep.  20.  1761: 

133.  Dr.  John  Green  Son  of  Dr.  Thomas.  Died 
Oct.  29,  1 799.  aet.  64 : 

Came  from  Leicester  and  settled  on  Green  Hill.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  American  Political  Society,  and  one  of  the  committee 
appointed  by  the  town  in  1774  to  take  under  consideration 
the  acts  of  the  British  Parliament.  Representative  to  the  General 
Court,  1777.  Selectman  in  1780.  As  a  physician,  he  possessed 
peculiar  talents  and  enjoyed  an  extensive  practice. 
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134.  Mary  Green  Dau.  of  John  &  Mary:  b.  Nov. 
27.  1758.  A  Feb.  15,  1759. 

135.  Mary  Green  i**  w.  of  Dr.  John — b.  Aug.  31. 
1740:  d.  Sep.  5.  1 76 1.  Her  natural,  but  especially 
Gracious  Endowments  rendered  her  desirable  in 
Life  and  comfortable  in  death. 

Was  Mary  Osgood. 

136.  Mary  Green  w.  of  Dr.  John  Died  June  16. 
1814:  a  74 

Second  wife  of  Dr.  John  Green,  ist,  was  Mary  Ruggles,  daughter 
of  Gen.  Timothy  Ruggles  of  Hardwick. 

137.  John  Greenleaf  of  Boston  d.  Feb.  21.  1779. 
a  64. 

Death  is  a  debt  to  nature  due 
Which  I  have  paid  and  lo  must  you. 

(Bfrottt* 

138.  In  memory  of  Mrs  Priscilla  Grout  who  Dec^ 
December  the  20*^  i773>  in  the  27***  year  of  her  age. 

This  is  erected  by  Jason  Duncan  in  memory  of 
his  True  Love. 

139.  In  Memory  of  Margrat,  once  the  wife  of 
James  Hambleton.  She  died  Febry  14^**  1761,  in 
the  35*^  year  of  her  age. 

Also  by  her  side  is  buried,  of  theirs,  three  sons 
and  one  Daughter. 

The  name  as  now  written  is  probably  Hamilton.     This  family 
was  of  Scotch  origin. 

Iftarrfnstoti. 

140.  In  Memory  of  Mrs  Azubah  Harrington  y*^ 
wife  of  Mr.  Elijah  Harrington.  She  dec^  April  y® 
27*^  1768,  in  y®  34^^  year  of  her  age. 
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141.  In  memory  of  Mrs  Deborah  Harrington 
wife  of  Francis  Harrington  -  Died  April  20*^  1 799. 
Aged  84  years 

This  shall  b«  known  when  we  are  dead. 

And  left  on  long  record* 
That  ages  yet  unborn  may  read, 

And  trust  and  praise  the  Lord. 

142.  Erected  in  memory  of  Mr.  Elijah  Harring- 
ton who  died  February  3.  18 11.  Aet.  77. 

143.  Here  lyes  the  body  of  Mr.  Francis  Harring- 
ton  Junior,  who  Dec'd  April  6***  1768,  in  the  31*'  year 
of  his  age. 

144.  In  Memory  of  Mr.  Francis  Harrington,  who 
died  July  18^  1793  Aged  84  years. 

In  thee  shall  Israel  trust, 
Which  see  their  guilt  foiglven, 
God  will  pronounce  the  sinnen  just. 
And  take  the  Saints  to  Heavn. 

Was  son  of  Robert  Harrington  of  Watertown  and  removed  from 
there  to  Grafton  and  from  thence  to  Worcester  about  1 740.  His 
homestead  was  near  what  is  now  comer  of  Bloomingdale  road  and 
Plantation  street. 

145.  Here  lyes  the  body  of  Mrs  Prudence  Har- 
rington,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Francis  Harrington,  who 
departed  this  life  August  **  1 751,  in  the  38*^  year 
of  her  age. 

Was  Prudence  Stearns  of  Watertown. 

Memento  nion. 

146.  Erected  in  memory  of  Mrs  Mary  Harris, 
wife  of  Mr.  William  Harris  who  deceased  March 
10^^  1767  in  the  67***  year  of  her  age 

In  the  cold  mansions  of  the  silent  tomb 
How  still  the  solitude  I  how  deep  the  gloom  1 
Here  sleeps  the  dust  unconscious,  close,  confin'd. 
But  far,  far  distant  dwells  the  immortal  mind. 


40 

Memento  mori. 

147.  Erected  in  memory  of  Mr  Noah  Harris  who 
died  August  30.  1804  aged  70 

Reader  behold  as  you  pass  by 
As  you  are  now,  so  once  was  I, 
As  I  am  now,  so  you  must  be. 
Prepare  for  Death  and  follow  me. 

Disarmed  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  in  1775, 
and  forbidden  to  depart  the  town,  on  account  of  sympathy  for  the 
royal  cause. 

148.  In  memory  of  Mrs  Pheba  Harris  wife  of 
Mr.  Noah  Harris,  who  died  March  6^^  1800  in  the 

Memento  mori. 

149.  Erected  in  memory  of  Mr.  William  Harris, 
who  deceased  March  29*^  1782,  in  the  82"^  year  of 
his  age 

Our  age  to  seventy  years  is  set. 

How  short  the  term  1  bow  frail  the  State  I 

But  if  a  longer  time  we  live, 

In  pain  and  trouble  we  survive. 

150.  James  Hayward  Son  of  James  &  Molly: 
Died  Oct.  23.  1794:  a  7. 

Gay  youth,  come  view  my  silent  dust. 
As  here  I'm  laid,  so  soon  you  must. 

151.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Abel  Heywood.  He  died 
Nov'^  the  29*^  1769.  in  the  40*^  year  of  his  age. 

152.  In  memory  of  Daniel  Heywood  Jun*"*  who 
died  June  y®  30*^  1756,  in  the  29*^  year  of  his  age. 

153.  Here  lies  inter'd  the  body  of  Major  Daniel 
Heywood,  who  departed  this  life  April  12**^  1773  in 
ye  ygth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  an  early  settler  in 
this  town  and  one  of  the  first  Deacons  of  the  church 
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in  this  Place,  in  which  office  he  continued  to  the 
day  of  his  Death.  This  monument  is  erected  at  the 
desire  and  Expence  of  his  Grandson  &  Heir,  Dan- 
iel Heywood. 

Psalm  90 :   zo :    Hit  epitaph. 

Was  son  of  Deacon  John  Heywood  of  Concord,  and  came  to 
Worcester  in  1 7 1 8.  Married  for  his  first  wife  Hannah  Ward,  daugh- 
ter of  Obadiah  Ward.  Was  chosen  captaip  of  the  first  military  com- 
pany formed  in  the  town,  and  town  treasurer  in  1722.  Held  the 
office  ot  selectman  twenty  years,  between  1724  and  1753,  and 
was  Town  Clerk  in  1753.  Was  major  of  a  company  in  his 
majesty's  service  that  marched  to  the  defence  of  the  western  frontier, 
August  8th  1748. 

154.  In  memory  of  Mrs  Hannah  He)rwood,  wife 
of  Major  Daniel  Heywood,  who  died  Feb'T  y©  24^^ 
1 760.  in  y®  64^^  year  of  her  age 

155.  In  memory  of  Mrs  Mary  Heywood  wife  of 
Major  Daniel  Heywood,  who  died  April  y«  9*^  A. 
D.  1 768,  in  y®  65*^  year  of  her  age 

156.  Nancy  Heywood  Dau.  of  Daniel:  Died  Apr. 
28.  1762.  aet.  ** 

157.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Amos  Holbrook  who 
dec'd  March  y«  25^^  1777,  in  y«  44^^  year  of  his  age 

158.  In  memory  of  Mrs  Lydia  Holbrook  wife  of 
Mr  Abel  Holbrook.  She  dec*d  January  y«  27*^  i773, 
in  y^  37  year  of  her  age 

159.  Here  lyes  the  body  of  Mrs  Martha  Holbrook 
who  died  Sept^  27'^  1791  Aged  23  yrs 

Corruption,  Earth  &  worms 

Will  but  refine  the  flesh. 
Until  my  spirit  corns  again 

And  puts  it  on  afresh. 
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160.  Elizabeth    How  w.  of  Ezekiel  How:    > 
Oct  25.  1 7 18  Died.  Sept.  13.  1776. 

Sweet  soul  we  leave  thee  to  thy  Rest, 
Eqjoy  thy  Jesus  and  thy  God, 
Till  we  climb  up  the  shining  Road. 

161.  Here  lies  j^  Body  of  Mr.  James  How. 
March  18*^  ^755>  in  y^  44  year  of  his  age  ^ 

162.  Joel  How  Son  of  Joel  &  Mary -Bon 
2  1782;  Died  Dec.  16.  1782. 

Happy  the  Babb 
from  sin  &  grief  remov'd, 
To  rest  above 
Where  God  is  tniely  lov'd. 

m 

163.  Here  lyes  interred  the  Remains  of  Coronet 
Daniel  Hubbard,  who  departed  this  life  April  28*^ 
1 784,  in  the  90*^  year  of  his  age. 

The  Grave  b  the  house  appointed  for  all  living 

164.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Dorothy  Hubbard,  wife 
of  Mr.  Daniel  Hubbard,  who  died  April  4**^  1769, 
aged  71  years. 

165.  Here  lyes  y^  Body  of  Mrs  Hannah  Hubbard, 
wife  of  Mr  John  Hubbard,  who  died  April  y«  18*^ 
1727,  in  jr®  27  year  of  her  age. 

This  is  the  earliest  inscribed  death  on  the  Gravestones  in  this  Bury* 
ing  Ground. 

fftUllt. 

166.  In  memory  of  Samuel  Hunt  Jun*^  who  died 
April  y«  29^  1766,  in  ye  23  year  of  his  age. 

Likewise  Samuel  y®  3^^  son  of  Capt.  Samuel  & 
Mrs.  Hannah  Hunt.  Died  Dec"^  28*^  1766,  aged  7 
months. 
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Jlcnfson. 

167.  In  Memory  of  Mifs  Abigail  Jenison  Born 
July  30*^  1744  &  died  June  29^*^  ^798 

No  longer  has  all  healing  art  avails, 

But  eving  remedy  its  master  fails, 

But  when  faith  presents  ye  Saviour's  death 

And  whispers  this  is  thine, 

Sweetly  my  rising  hours  advance 

And  peacefully  decline. 

168.  In  memory  of  Mrs  Elizabeth  Jenison  Relict 
of  the  late  William  Jenison  Esq^*  who  departed  this 
life  Decem'^  2^  1756,  in  y®  86'*^  year  of  her  age- 

Was  sister  of  Palmer  Goulding  Sen. 

169.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Jenison  wife 
of  Mr  William  Jenison,  who  died  Nov*"  the  21®^ 
1784,  in  the  21*^  year  of  her  age. 

Mortals  be  dumb,  what  creature  dares 

Dispute  his  awful  wi'l ; 
Ask  no  account  of  his  affairs 

But  tremble  and  be  still. 

170.  In  memory  of  Mifs  Faith  Jenison,  Daugh^ 
of  Capt  Israel  Jenison  &  Mrs  Mary,  his  wife,  who 
died  Sept.  24*^  1782  in  the  32^^  year  of  her  age. 

171.  In  memory  of  Capt  Israel  Jenison  who  died 
Sept.  19^^  1782,  in  the  69^^  year  of  his  age. 

Son  of  Peter  Jenison  of  Sudbury  and  nephew  of  Judge  William 
Jenison.     Selectman,  1756,  57,  58,  61.     A  Tory  Protester  of  1774. 

172.  In  memory  of  John  Jenison  son  of  Capt. 
Israel  Jenison.  He  dec^  Jany  y®  15  1755,  in  y« 
yth  yga.r  of  his  age. 

173.  In  memory  of  Mrs  Mary  Jenison  the  wife  of 
Capt.  Israel  Jenison  who  deceased  June  y^  19**^ 
1775,  ^^  3^  57*^  y^3.r  of  her  age. 

6 
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Israel  Jenison  and  Mary  his  wife  lived  together 
36  years,  8  months  and  9  days  in  peace  &  love. 

When  this  you  see  remember  me. 

1 74.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Samuel  Jenison  who  dec^ 
Nov.  18.  181 5  Aet  70. 

The  memory  of  the  just 

Shall  flourish  when  they  sleep  in  'Just. 

175.  Here  lies  Buried  y®  Body  of  William  Jeni- 
son Esq^'  He  was  born  at  VVatertown  April  y^  17*^ 
1676,  who  dec^  Sep^"^  y^  19^^  i74i*  ^^  y^  66^*^  year 
of  his  age. 

He  was  one  of  y«  Judges  of  y^  Inferiour  Court 
for  y®  County  of  Worcester. 

(This  inscription  may  be  seen  on  the  original  gravestone  which  now  stands  in  the   rear 
part  of  the  Jennison  lot  in  Rural  Cemetery.) 

Was  selectman  ten  years  between  1727  and  1741.  Representative 
to  the  General  Court,  173 1-2.  He  gave  the  land  upon  wrhich  the 
first  Court  House  was  ordered  to  be  built  in  1732. 

176.  Here  lyes  the  body  of  Isaac,  Son  of  Capt 
Micah  Johnson  &  Phebe  his  wife,  who  died  Nov"^"^ 
26*^  1782,  Aged  25  years. 

177.  Here  lyes  interr^  the  Remains  of  LeutNoah 
Jones,  who  departed  this  life  July  6^^  1781.  aetatis 
70. 

Beneath  this  stone's  intr**!  the  bons 
Ah  frail  Remains  of  Leut  Noah  Jones. 

Married  Rebecah  Hcywood,  daughter  of  Daniel  Heywood  and 
Hannah  (Ward)  Hey  wood.  He  was  first  keeper  of  the  Jones  tavern 
beyond  New  Worcester  from  1760  to  1781.  He  was  lieutenant  in 
a  detachment  of  men  from  Col.  John  Chandler's  regiment,  which 
marched  ftom  Worcester  on  the  alarm  for  the  relief  of  Fort  William 
Henry,  1757. 
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178.  In  Memory  of  Mrs  Rebekah  Jones  the  wife 
of  Lieut  Noah  Jones.  She  died  Janx  12*^  i77i,in 
the  46***  year  of  her  age. 

Blelsed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord    Revon  xiv.  13. 

Memento  mori. 

179  Under  this  covring  sleeps 

the  mouldring  Bons, 
Ah  -  tis  the  frail  Remains 
of  Capf^  William  Jones 
On  April  6*^  1777 
Death  him  Removed 
from  toils  of  Earth 
to  joys  of  Heaven. 

Mtsi 

Generally  known  as  Tory  Jones,  Kept  a  tavern  on  what  is  now 
Main  street,  nearly  opposite  Chatham  street.  His  house  was  a  favor- 
ite resort  for  the  tories  of  Worcester  in  the  early  days  of  the  Rev- 
olution. Capt.  Jones  entertained  Captain  Brown  and  Ensign  De 
Bemicre  of  his  majesty's  troops,  ordered  here  by  Gen.  Gage  in  the 
spring  of  1 775.  Gen.  Gage  at  that  time  contemplated  erecting  a  for- 
tress  on  Chandler  HilL 

He  married  Sarah  Curtis,  daughter  of  Capt.  John  Curtis. 

HfngBburs. 

180.  Moses  Kingsbury  only  son  of  Joseph  and 
Margaret  Died  Aug.  20.  1 794.  a  20. 

Hfnsles- 

181.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Sam'l  Kinsley  who  died 
on  his  jurney  from  Deerfield  to  his  famely  at 
Bridgewater,  Sept'^  25*^  i773>  in  the  57^**  year  of  his 
age 

Belov'd  at  home  belov'd  abrod 
Death  sudden  met  him  on  the  Road, 
Useful!  in  life  &  calm  in  death 
At  Heaven's  call  resigned  his  breath. 
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Unffiht. 

182.  In  memory  of  John  Knight  son  of  Mr.  John 
Knight  &  Mrs  Experience  his  wife,  died  Feb^  15'^ 
1756,  in  y®  1 1^^  year  of  his  age. 

183.  John  Heath  Knight  son  of  Edward  and 
Elizabeth:  Died  Dec.  15.  1 791  :  a  11  m.  15  days. 

Here  I  ley  and  rest  my  Head, 

Till  Christ  appear,  and  raise  the  Dead. 

184.  Here  lyes  the  Body  of  Mr.  Adam  Knox, 
who  departed  y®  life  Febry  28.  1759.  Aged  66  years 

185.  Abigail  Lovel  i*^  w.  of  Ebenezer  Died  ApR 
1 1.  1766,  a.  24  y.  8  m.  5  days. 

186.  Col.  Ebenezer  Lovel  Died  Dec.  6.  181 7. 
aged  88  years. 

An  officer  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Was  ensign  in  the  company 
of  Capt.  Benj.  Flagg,  which  left  Worcester  on  the  alarm  at  Lexing- 
ton in  1775.  Was  one  of  the  '*  Committee  of  Inspection"  chosen 
in  1774  to  examine  from  time  to  time  the  merchants  and  traders  of 
the  town>  and  see  that  no  imported  goods  were  offered  for  sale  in 
violation  of  the  "solemn  league  and  covenant."  Selectman^  ^77^» 
79,  84.  Representative  to  the  General  Court,  1777.  One  of  the 
original  members  of  the  American  Political  Society. 

187.  In  memory  of  Mary,  daughter  of  Mr  Jona- 
than &  Marcey  Lovel,  who  died  Sept.  8^*^  1787,  in 
the  1 3*^  year  of  her  age. 

188.  In  memory  of  Unis,  daughter  of  Mr.  Jona- 
than &  Marcy  Lovel  who  died  March  2^  1778,  Aged 
22  mo^*^^ 

189.  Here  lyes  buried  y^  body  of  Easter  Lynds 
Dau*  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Lynds  &  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
who  died  Feb^y  3^  1756,  Aged  6  years  9  mo.  &  i  day. 
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I  go.  Here  lyes  buryed  the  body  of  Mr.  Jonathan 
Lynds,  who  departed  this  life  Dec*"  4^*^  A.  D.  1755. 
Aged  41  years  &  8  mo. 

Buried  here  7  of  his  children. 

191.  In  memory  of  Mifs  Elizabeth  Maccarty  who 
died  March  25*^  1823  Aged  70. 

Daughter  and  seventh  child  of  Rev.  Thaddeus  Maccarty. 

192.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Experience  Maccarty, 
consort  of  Doct  Thaddeus  Maccarty,  who  died  at 
Worcester  January  24*^  1789  Aged  32  years. 

Daughter  of  Thomas  Cowden,  Esq.,  of  Fitchburg.  Married  Jan. 
177S- 

193.  In  memory  of  Miss  Lucy  Maccarty  who 
died  June  21.  1813  Aged  53. 

Daughter  and  thirteenth  child  of  Rev.  Thaddjus  Maccarty. 

Remember  Death. 

194.  Erected  in  memory  of  Mrs  Mary  Maccarty, 
(the  amiable  &  pious  consort  of  the  Rev^  Thaddeus 
Maccarty,)  who  departed  this  life  December  28^*^ 
1783,  Aetat  58. 

Was  Mary  Gatcomb,  daughter  of  Francis  Gatcomb,  an  emigrant 
from  Wales  and  a  wealthy  merchant  in  Boston.  She  vtras  married  to 
Mr.  Maccarty,  Sept.  3d,  1743. 

195.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Mary  Maccarty  wife  of 
Mn  Nathaniel  Maccarty,  who  died  January  13^^ 
1 82 1,  in  the  64^^  year  of  her  age.  ' 

196.  Samuel  Maccarty  son  of  Rev.  Thaddeus 
Maccarty  Died  July  21.  1755.  ^  4  "^^s  lacking  2 
days. 
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My  glass  is  run  — llie  law  was  given  by  Moses,  but  Grace  &  truth  came  by  Jesus  Christ 

Memento  mori. 

197.  Beneath  This  stone  are  deposited  The  re- 
mains of  THE  Rev*d  Thaddeus  Maccarty,  For  37 
years  Pastor  ofc  the  Church  in  Worcester.  Thro 
the  course  of  his  ministry  he  uniformly  exhibited  an 
example  Of  the  peaceable  and  amiable  virtues  Of 
Christianity.  Under  a  slow  &  painful  decline  he 
discover'd  an  ardent  love  to  his  Master  by  a  chear- 
ful  attention  to  his  service,  &  at  the  approach  of 
death  he  patiently  submitted,  in  the  full  hope  of  a 
glorious  Resurrection  from  the  Grave. 

In  testimony  of  his  fidelity  the  people  of  his 
charge  erect  this  monument 

Obiit  July  20.  1784  Etatis  63. 

The  Reverend  Thaddeus  Maccarty  was  born  in  Boston^  in  1721. 
In  his  youthy  he  followed  the  sea  ;  but  after  making  several  voyages^ 
failing  health  compelled  him  to  relinquish  this  pursuit  for  a  more 
quiet  life.  Entering  Harvard  College,  he  was  graduated  in  1739,  ^^^ 
for  the  next  three  years  devoted  his  attention  to  the  study  of  theology. 
From  1742  to  17459  he  was  settled  over  the  church  in  Kingston, 
Mass.  June  10,  17479  he  was  installed  pastor  of  the  First  Church 
in  this  place,  where  he  remained  until  his  death,  his  pastorate  com- 
prising thirty-seven  years  and  extending  over  the  stormy  period  of 
the  Revolution.  **  Living  ih  '  troublous  times'  he  had  his  full  share 
of  trials ;  but  under  them  all  he  honored  the  ministry,  and  his  min- 
istry honored  him.  In  seasons  of  peril,  he  was  calm  and  steadfast ; 
and  though  darkness  was  above  and  around  him,  he  was  looking 
*  with  the  patience  of  hope'  for  light.'"*'  In  personal  appearance  he 
is  described  as  being  "  a  man  tall  of  stature,  slender  of  habit,  with  a 
black  penetrating  eye."  As  a  public* preacher,  *' he  was  solemn, 
loud,  searching  and  rousing.''^  He  was  the  father  of  fifteen  chil- 
dren, eight  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  His  residence  in  Worcester 
was  on  the  south  side  of  the  common,  now  Park  street,  near  Port- 
land. 

*  Smalley.    f  MSS  of  Rev.  Z.  Willis,  who  tucceeded  him  in  Kingston. 
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198.  Thomas  Maccarty  son  of  Rev.  Thaddeus 
Maccarty.  Died  Dec.  5.  1755.  aged  i  day. 

199.  Here  lies  Buried  y®  Body  of  John  Mackay, 
son  of  Capt  W™-  &  Frances  Mackay,  who  departed 
this  life  Feb.  y®  i.  1776,  Aged  5  years  &  10  months. 

Jttatlian. 

200.  In  memory  of  Mr.  John  Mahan  who  died 
July  3is*-  1774,  in  the  51  year  of  his  age. 

Reader — Remember  Death. 

201.  John  Mahan  Died  Oct.  ***  1789 — a.  32. 

Memento  mori. 

202.  Here  lyes  buried  the  Body  of  Mrs.  Margrat 
Mahan,  wife  of  Mr.  William  Mahan  who  was  born 
Feb^  20.  1699:  died  Feb'T^  5^^  1767. 

203.  Here  lyes  the  Body  of  Mr.  William  Mahan, 
who  died  June  30^*^  1763  in  the  69*^  year  of  his  age. 

204.  In  memory  of  David  son  of  Mr.  Samuel 
McCraken,  &  Mrs.  Lettice  his  wife,  He  died  March 
5^^  1767  Aged  2  years  &  4  months. 

205.  Here  lyes  the  body  of  Andrew  McFarland 
who  died  June  4*^  1761  Aged  71  years. 

Reader — Keep  death  &  Judgment  allways  in  your  eye, 
non't  fitt  to  live,  but  who  is  fitt  to  die. 

Was  a  son  of  Daniel  McFarland,  the  emigrant,  who  came  to  this 
country  from  Ulster  in  Ireland  in  17 18. 

206.  James  McFarland  son  of  William  &  Eliza- 
beth :  Died  Jan.  15.  1749:  a  3  yrs — 3  mos. 


so 

207.  James  McFarland  Died  April  9.  1783:  a  56. 

Reader  —  Remember  Death. 

208.  Here  lyes  the  body  of  Margret  McFarland, 
who  was  born  March  21*^  1754.  Died  Aug.  21, 1756. 

209.  Rebecca  McFarland  Dau.  of  W°*  &  Eliza- 
beth.  Died  J  any  19.  1749.  a  i  y.  5  m:  10  days 

210.  Here  lyes  the  body  of  Rebecca  wife  of  An- 
drew McFarland,  who  died  March  20*^  1762.  Aged 
62  years. 

211.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Samuel  Miller  who  was 
born  in  Newtown  Sept.  24*^  1678.  Departed  this  life 
Sept.  9^*^  1759.  Aged  81  years. 

Jttolton. 

212.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Ebenezer  Molton  who 
died  July  20**^  1765,  in  the  28*^  year  of  his  age. 

213.  In  memory  of  Mr  Asa  Moore  who  died 
June  30*\  1800.  Aged  80. 

Selectman  from  1757  to  1762. 

214.  Here  lyes  the  body  of  Mrs  Comfort  Moore 
wife  of  Cap^-  James  Moore  who  died  June  22*^'  1765, 
in  the  63  year  of  her  age. 

215.  Capt.  David  Moore  Died  Feb.  25.  1794:  a 
64. 

216.  Elnor  Moore  w.  of  Capt.  David  :  Died  Oct. 
I.  1791 :  a  63. 

217.  In  memory  of  Cap*-  James  Moore  died  Sep*- 
29*^  1756  Aged  63  years. 

Selectman,  1732,  36,  39,  41. 
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2 1 8.  Here  lyes  Buri'd  the  Body  of  M'"^  Katrine 
Moore  wife  to  M"^  Joseph  Moore.  Departed  this  life 
March  19^^  1755  &  in  y^  41  year  of  her  age. 

219.  In  memory  of  M"  Lucy  Moore  wife  of  M*^ 
Asa  Moore  who  died  March  1 1  1800  Aged  76  years. 

220.  Erected  in  memory  of  Mrs  Mehitable  Moore 
Consort  of  Mr.  Nathaniel  Moore  who  died  April  25 
1 809  Anno  JEt  89. 

221.  In  memory  of  Deacon  Nathaniel  Moore,. 
-who  died  Nov'"'^  25  :  A.  D.  1761  Aetat  84  years : 

Reader.    Remember  Death. 

Came  from  Sudbury.  Was  the  third  settler  of  the  town  of  Wor- 
cester, arriving  here  in  171 5  or  17 16.  He  was  deacon  of  the  first 
church  from  its  foundation,  and  remained  in  that  office  until  his  death. 
Was  selectman  of  the  town  for  eleven  years  between  1722  and  1740. 
Town  treasurer,  1725  and  1731.  He  married  Grace  Rice,  sister  of 
JonaB  Rice,  the  first  permanent  settler.  She  died  in  1768,  aged  94 
years. 

222.  Erected  in  memory  of  Mr.  Nathaniel  Moore, 
who  died  July  19**^  181 1  Anno:  Aet.  96. 

Selectman  of  the  town,  1754. 

*'  He  was  a  man  of  exemplary  piety  and  benevolence.  He  resided 
in  Worcester  more  than  ninety-five  years,  being  a  member  of  the 
third  family  that  began  the  settlement  of  the  town.  He  lived  in 
the  marriage  state  with  the  same  wife  nearly  sixty-nine  years,  but 
left  no  descendants," — Massachusetts  Spy, 

223.  Erected  in  Memory  of  M"  Rebekah  Moore 
wife  of  James  Moore  who  died  July  19th  1788:  in 
the  39**^  year  of  her  age. 

Here  I  lye  and  rest  my  head, 

Till  Christ  appear  and  raise  the  dead. 

224.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Moore,  Daughter 
of  Deacon  Daniel  Heywood  &  Hannah  his  wife, 
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&  wife  of  Mr.  Asa  Moore,  who  was  born  Februry  i*^ 
1722,  &  died  Dec"^'  13^^  1760. 

225.  Sarah  Moore  Dau.  of  Capt.  James,  &  Com- 
fort Died  June  3,  1765 :  a  28. 

226.  Sibbel  Moore  Dau.  of  John  &  Easter:  Died 
July  4.  1788:  a  22. 

2%'].  Here  lyes  buri'd  y®  Body  of  Mrs  Comfort 
Mower,  wife  of  Capt  Samuel  Mower  and  daut  of 
Col.  Ebenezer  Learned,  &  Deborah  his  wife,  who 
departed  this  life  May  the  11^^  1765  Aged  34  years 
&  10  months. 

228.  Erected  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Hannah  Mower 

•  _ 

wife  of  Mr.  alis  Leut  John  Mower  who  died  Sept™ 
24*^  1784.     Aetatis  59 

Farwcl  my  frendt 
And  ccas  to  mourn 
You  will  see  me  again 
At  Christ^s  return. 

229.  Here  lyes  the  body  of  Marey  daut.  of  Mr. 
Samuel  Mower  &  Nancy  his  wife  who  died  March 
29*^  1 786  in  the  6*^  year  of  her  age. 

230.  Here  lyes  interred  the  Body  of  Mr  Samuel 
Mower  who  dec^  May  8^^  1 760,  Aged  70  years,  7 
months  &  12  days. 

Came  from  England  about  1710^  and  settled  in  Maiden. 

Memento  mori. 

231.  Erected  in  memory  of  Capt.  Samuel  Mower 
who  departed  this  life  Janry  24*^  1 784  in  the  64^*^ 
year  of  his  age. 

Return  my  friends,  Dry  up  your  tears, 

You  will  see  me  again.  When  Christ  appears. 
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Capt.  Samuel  Mower,  Jr.  married  Comfort  Learned  of  Oxford, 
daughter  of  Gen.  Ebenezer  Learned  of  revolutionary  fame.  He  was 
a  selectman  of  the  town  in  1765.  A  Royalist  Protester  of  1774. 
In  May,  1775,  he  with  others  was  given  opportunity,  by  the  local 
Committee  of  Correspondence,  to  join  the  American  troops,  or  find 
another  in  his  stead,  or  be  considered  unworthy  the  confidence  of  his 
fellow  countrymen.  * 

232.  Here  lyes  intered  the  Remains  of  Mrs  Sarah 
Mower,  wife  of  Capt.  Samuel  Mower  who  died 
Oct'  10^^  i774>  in  the  49*^  year  of  her  age. 

233.  Feretrina  Mowrey  Died  ****  '^1^7 • 

234*  Whipple  Mowrey  son  of  Augustus  &  Chloe : 
Died  Oct.  8.  1788.  a  10  m. 

JWuncreef- 

235.  Here  lies  buried  the  Body  of  Mrs.  Eliz*^ 
Muncreef,  late  of  Boston.  Died  May  3^  1776,  Aged 
44  years. 

236.  Nathaniel  Nazro  Son  John  &  Mary:  Died 
Oct.  23.  1 781 :  a  21  mos. 

237.  Clark  Newton  Son  of  Thaddeus  &  Janet 
Newton.  Born  April  16  1765,  Died  June  8.  1767. 

238.  Sapred  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Thomas  Nick- 
els, who  died  Dec.  9*^  1 794,  in  the  83^  year  of  his 
age. 

Friends  &  Physicians  could  not  save 
My  mortal  body  from  the  grave. 
Nor  can  the  grave  confine  me  here 
When  Christ  shall  call  me  to  app>ear. 

Originally  from  Danvcrs,  but  came  from  Sutton  to  Worcester  in 
1765. 
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239.  Jonathan  Osland  Died  Feby  12.  1767:  aged 
61 

240.  Nathaniel  Paine  Son  of  Timothy  and  Sarah 
Paine  Died  Dec.  25.  1757,  a.  8  mos. 

241*.  In  memory  of  Capt  Samuel  Clarke  Paine 
who  departed  this  life  with  y®  Small  Pox  Nov^  9^^ 
1 759,  in  y*  32^  year  of  his  age. 

He  was  Commander  of  a  Company  at  y*^  Reduc- 
tion of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point. 

242.  In  memory  of  Mr  Josiah  Perry  who  depart- 
ed this  life  Septem^  y*  16^^  1767,  in  y«  83d  year  of 
his  age. 

Came  from  Watertown.     He  married  Berthia  Cutler  of  that  place, 
Jan.  12,  1708. 

243.  In  memory  of  Nathan  Perry  Jun"^  son  of 
Lieut  Nathan  Perry  &  Mrs  Hannah  his  wife,  who 
dec^  Jany  y^  8^*^  ^770j  in  y®  19*^  year  of  his  age. 

244.  In  memory  of  Mrs  Zebuda  Potter  wife  of 
Mr.  Joseph  Potter  who  died  Jan'y  24.  1 767,  Aged 
33  years,  5  m.  23  d. 

245.  Here  lies  buried  the  Body  of  Hannah  Daugh- 
ter of  M"^  Richard  &  M"-  Elizabeth  Pratt,  who  de- 
parted this  life  Feb'T  17*1^  1776,  in  y«  6^^  year  of 
her  age. 
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246.  In  memory  of  M'^-  Absalom  Rice  who  de^*^ 
July  y«  27^^  1781.  in  y®  72"^  year  of  his  age. 

He  Liv'd  69  Years  in  This  town. 

Was  son  of  Jonas  Rice,  the  first  permanent  settler ;  lived  on  the 
old  homestead  of  his  father. 

247.  Adonijah  Rice,  son  of  Ezra  and  Silence  R. ; 
d.  Oct  14,  1753;  a.  21. 

248.  In  memory  of  M^^  Elizabeth  Rice,  relict  of 
M^  Absalom  Rice,  who  died  Aug*  31.  1792,  in  the 
76  yr  of  her  age. 

Deth  Comforubl/  Ends 
A  well-spent,  tueftxl  Life. 

Wife  of  Absalom  Rice  ;  was  Elizabeth  Flagg,  daughter  of  the  sec- 
ond Benj.  Flagg  of  Worcester. 

249.  Here  lies  the  Body  of  M"  Esther  Rice,  wife 
of  Lieu*-  Gershom  Rice  who  died  August  y*  16^^ 
1770,  in  y*  73  year  of  her  age. 

250.  In  memory  of  Mrs  Eunice  Rice,  relict  of 
Mr.  Jonathan  Rice,  who  died  March  5*^  1819,  aged 

79. 

251.  Here  lies  Buried  y*  Body  of  Gershom  Rice, 
who  died  Dec°*  y®  19*^  A.  D.  1768,  iny®  102^  year  of 
his  age. 

Gershom  Rice  was  son  of  Thomas,  who  was  the  third  son  of  the 
emigrant  Edmund  Rice,  who  came  from  England  and  settled  in  Sud- 
bury in  1639,  and  afterward  removed  to  Marlboro',  where  he  died 
May  3,  1663.  Gershom  Rice  was  the  second  settler  of  Worcester 
coming  here  in  171 5.  Selectman,  1724,  27,  31,  33,  36,  46.  Town 
treasurer,  1736-39.  It  was  at  his  house  that  religious  services  were 
first  held  in  the  town.  It  was  through  the  personal  effort  of  Mr. 
Rice  in  a  letter  to  the  Governor  of  the  Province  that  a  guard  of  nine- 
teen men  was  stationed  here  in  1724  for  the  defence  of  the  settlers. 
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252.  In  Memory  of  Lieu^  Gershom  Rice.  He  de- 
parted this  life  Sept.  y^  24.  1781  in  y®  85  year  of  his 
age. 

253.  In  memory  of  Jonas  Rice  Esq,  who  died 
Sept^  20^**  i753j  in  the  81**  year  of  his  age. 

He  was  the  first  settler  in  Worcester,  &  one  of 
the  Judges  of  the  Inferior  Court  for  Worcester. 

The  first  permanent  settler  of  Worcester.  Came  from  Marlboro' 
and  settled  here  in  1713. 

Selectman,  1722,  24,  28,  30,  32,  34,  35,  38,  40.  Town  Clerk, 
1722-3,  1724-29,  1731-53- 

Deacon  of  the  first  church  from  1748  to  1753. 

School  teacher  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  vote:  1726  April 
4 ;  voted  *^  that  ye  selectmen  forthwith  take  care  8c  provid  a  sui&ciant 
schoole  for  ye  Education  of  Youth  in  sd  Town  of  Worcester." 

Selectmen  agree  **  with  Mr  Jonas  Rice  to  be  ye  schoole  master  for 
sd  Town  of  Worcester  and  to  teach  such  children  and  Youth  as  any 
of  ye  Inhabitants  Shall  Send  to  him  to  read  8c  to  write  as  ye  Law  Di- 
rects— to  keep  such  schoole  untill  ye  fifteenth  Day  of  December  next 
Ensuing  ye  date  hearof :  Sd  schoole  to  (be)  Suported  at  the  Towns 
Charge." 

He  was  judge  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  and 
Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 

Memento  morl. 

254.  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  M^-  Jonathan  Rice, 
who  died  June  y^  16*^  1791  in  the  56*^  year  of  his 
age. 

Selectman,  1780.  A  member  of  the  Committee  of  Correspond- 
ence, 1778-9.  A  member  of  the  American  Political  Society.  W.as 
one  of  a  committee  appointed  by  the  court  to  offer  the  agreement  or 
covenant  for  the  non-consumption  of  British  goods  to  the  people  for 
signature.  He  was  voted  by  the  town  £2.  12s.  lod.  for  his  trouble 
and  expense  in  secretly  conveying,  with  the  assistance  of  others,  four 
cannon  purchased  by  the  town,  out  of  Boston  in  1772.  He  was  a 
deputy  sheriff",  and  went  on  the  night  of  the  second  of  February, 
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1787,  with  twenty  horsemen  and  150  infantry,  to  capture  or  disperse 
a  body  of  Shay's  insurgents  who  had  assembled  at  New  Braintree. 
The  rebels  were  found  posted  behind  a  stone  wall,  and  in  the  charge 
upon'  them.  Sheriff  Rice  was  shot  through  the  arm  and  hand. 

255.  In  memory  of  a  son  &  4  Daughters  of  M"" 
Jonathan  &  Eunice  Rice  . .  Jonathan  Dec^-  Oct 
28'^  1 775  aged  1 1  years  &  8  m.  Eunice  Dec^  May 
12  1770,  aged  4  years  &  4  m.  Eunice  Dec^  May 
16  1765,  aged  3  years  &  5  m.  Betty  Dec^  Sep^-  1 1 
1772  aged  2  years  &  4  m.  Azubah  Dec^  May  23. 
1770,  aged  2  years  &  i  m. 

256.  Erected  in  memory  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Rice, 
who  died  April  13^*^  1800,  Aet.  22. 

257.  In  memory  of  Perces,  once  wife  of  Adonijah 
Rice,  who  was  ***  Aug®^  i^^  ^7^%  Died  June  6^*^ 
1760. 

Wife  of  Adonijah  Rice  ;  was  Perces  Gates. 

258.  Samuel  Rice  Died  Feb.  10.  1781.  aet.  89. 

Was  one  of  the  nineteen  men  stationed  by  order  of  the  Governor 
of  the  Province,  at  Worcester,  from  July,  1724,  to  October  of  the 
same  year,  for  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants  against  attack  from 
the  Indians.  According  to  Col.  Chandler,  commander  of  the  forces 
at  that  time,  the  presence  of  these  soldiers  saved  Worcester  from  de- 
struction. 

259.  Here  lyes  the  Body  of  M^-  Zephaniah  Rice. 
Dec^  May  y«  10  1 730,  in  y«  30**^  year  of  his  age. 

Was  selectman  and  town  clerk,  1729, 

260.  Betsy  Cornelia  S.  Ridgway  Dau.  of  John  and 
Betsy,  of  Boston:  Died  Mch  5.  1812 :  a  3  y.&  5  m. 

Not  Lost,  but  gone  before. 
Weep  not  my  friends  your  darling  child  has  fled 
Beyond  the  mansions  of  the  sleeping  dead. 
And  rose  to  realms  of  ever  -  cloudless  day. 
Where  life,  and  bliss,  and  peace  holds  boundless  sway. 
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Roper. 

261.  Here  lies  Buri'd  y*  Body  of  Ephraim  Roper, 
who  departed  this  life  February  y«  16  A.  D.  1730, 
in  y*  43^  year  of  his  age. 

Was  one  of  two  scouts  who  in  1722  under  the  command  of  Ser- 
geant Benjamin  Flagg,  "  kept  garrison  in  the  town  of  Worcester,  or 
ranged  the  woods"  for  the  protection  of  the  settlement.  Was  also 
one  of  the  nineteen  men  who  served  as  guard  in  1724. 

262.  Frances  Smith  Died  April  17.  1756:  a.  36. 

263.  In  memory  of  John,  son  M^-  John  &  Sarah 
Smith  who  died  Dec™"^  31**  1759,  aged  6  m?^ 

264.  Erected  in  Memory  of  M'-  Robert  Smith 
who  died  July  4^^  1807  •  A^*-  80. 

Stop  here  my  friend,  as  you  pass  by. 
As  you  are  now,  so  once  was  I, 
As  I  am  now  so  you  must  be. 
Prepare  for  death  &  follow  me. 

Was  ensign  in  the  French  war,  also  member  of  a  company  of  men, 
that  marched  to  Hadley  on  the  alarm  at  Bennington,  under  command 
of  Lieut.-Col.  Benjamin  Flagg,  in  August,  1777.  Selectman,  1778-9. 

265.  In  memory  of  M"^  Sarah  Smith  the  wife  of 
M^  Robert  Smith.  She  departed  this  life  February 
2 1  St  1766,  Aged  about  33  years. 

266.  Here  lyes  the  Body  of  Loring  Sprague  son 
of  M^-  Joseph  Sprague  and  Mary  his  wife  who  died 
by  a  fall  from  a  horse,  Oct'  9*^  1 784.  in  the  1 3^^  year 
of  his  age. 

Statues. 

267.  Here  lies  Buried  y«  Body  of  Abigail  Starnes 
daugh^  of  M'  Thomas  &  Mr«-  Mary  Starnes,  Aged 
8  years  1 1  m,  who  dec^  April  1 1*'^  1 746. 
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&Uvnt. 

268.  In  memory  of  Mrs  Mary  Sterne,  wife  of 
Cap*  Thomas  Sterne,  Deceased  July  19*^  1784. 
Aged  77. 

Beneath  this  stone  death's  prisoner  lies. 
The  stone  bhail  move,  the  prisoner  rise. 
When  Jesus  with  Almighty  word. 
Calls  his  dead  saints  to  meet  theii  Lord. 

Daughter  of  Judge  William  Jenison. 

269.  In  memory  of  Cap*-  Thomas  Sterne,  he  died 
Jan^  the  16*^  1772,  in  the  76  year  of  his  age. 

The  grave  is  my  house.    I  have  made  my  bed  in  the  darknefs.    I  have  said  to  Corruption 
Thou  art  my  farther,  to  the  worm  thou  art  my  mother  and  my  sister.   Job  xvii :  13,  14  vers. 

Son  of  John  Sterne  who  came  to  Worcester  from  Watertown.  Was 
chosen  in  1728  to  "  sweep  the  meeting-house  and  dig  the  graves/'  be- 
ing the  first  person  chosen  in  this  town  to  the  office  of  sexton.  Se- 
lectman, I748. 

270.  In  memory  of  Thomas  Starne  Stephens,  son 
of  Capt.  Simon  Stephens  &  Mrs.  Martha  his  wife, 
who  dec^  June  y*  i*^  A.  D.  1770.  Aged  7  years  &  10 
months. 

£tebenH. 

271.  In  memory  of  M"-  Damaris  Stevens  wife 
of  Lieut  Cyprian  Stevens,  who  died  Sept.  28^^  1787, 
in  the  79*^  year  of  her  age. 

272.  Mrs.  Martha  Stevens  wife  of  Cap*  Simon 
Stevens  died  August  10**^  181 7,  Aged  79  years. 

Let  the  green  turf  prcfs  gently  o'er  her  dust. 

There  rest  in  hope  till  Christ  shall  bid  it  nse, 

At  the  great  resurrection  of  the  just,  • 

To  meet  the  Saviour  from  the  opening  skies. 

Stone. 

273.  Mary  Stone  Wife  of  Jonathan  Stone  Died 

August  7.  1773. 2L.  47     After  a  long  Sickness,  which 

She  bore  with  Great  Submition. 
8 
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Jonathan  Stone  was  selectman,  1760,  6'jy  68, 72,  75,  76,  j'j.  One 
of  the  Commiitee  of  Correspondence,  1774-75.  A  member  of  the 
American  Political  Society.  Was  also  a  member  of  many  important 
revoUitionary  committees. 

274.  Mrs.  Ruth  Stone  Died  ***  1764. 

StotoclL 

275.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Abel  Stowell,  who  died 
August  3^  18 1 8,  Aged  66. 

Mark  well  this  rising  mound  of  earth. 
Approach,  and  then  will  cease  thy  mirth, 
'Tis  here  where  sleeps  a  Parent  dead, 
'Tis  here  where  rests  the  aged  head. 

Clockmaker.  Resided  near  what  is  now  the  corner  of  Park  and 
Salem  streets.  He  made  the  clock  now  in  the  Old  South  Church 
tower,  in  the  year  1 800. 

276.  In  memory  of  Cornelius,  son  of  M'^-  Cor- 
nelius and  M'^-  Zurvilla  Stowell,  was  born  Dec"^*^  y* 
26*^  1766,  and  died  April  y®  24*^  1776. 

277.  Cornelius  Stowell  Died  Jan.  3,  1804:  a.  78. 

A  signer  of  the  royalist  protest  of  1774.  In  1775  was  given  op- 
portunity by  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  to  join  the  American 
troops,  or  find  another  in  his  stead,  or  be  deemed  a  public  enemy ; 
also  disarmed  and  forbidden  to  depart  the  town.  Was  a  manufacturer 
of  woolen  cloths,  (see  note  under  No.  279.) 

278.  Israel  Jenison  Stowell  Son  of  Peter  &  Betsy: 
Died  Aug.  12.  1796:  a  5 

279.  Peter  Stowell  Died  July  16.  18 10:  a  48. 

Peter  Stowell  was  a  son  of  Cornelius  Stowell  who  came  here  soon 
after  the  organization  of  the  town,  and  married  a  daughter  of  Palmer 
Goulding,  senior.  Cornelius  Stowell  about  1 790  took  his  sons,  Peter 
and  Ebenezer,  into  partnership  with  him,  and  began  the  business  of 
manufacturing  w.oolen  cloths.  Jan.  4th,  1793,  the  shop  was  burned. 
In  1804,  the  sons,  Peter  and  Ebenezer,  commenced  the  weaving  of 
carpets,  plaids,  &c ,  and  at  one  time  had  six  looms  of  their  own  in- 
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vcntion  and  construction  in  operation.  They  made  the  first  carpets 
used  in  the  State  House  in  Boston.  Peter  married  Betsey  Jenison, 
4-<ughter  of  Capt.  Israel  Jenison. 

280.  In  memory  of  M"-  Relief  Stowell  who  died 
April  14^^  181 7,  aged  62. 

Still  still  on  thee  shall  fond  remembrance  dwell. 
And  to  the  world  thy  worth  delight  to  tell 
With  surer  aim,  on  faith^s  strong  pinions  rise 
And  seek  a  heavenly  refuge  in  the  skies. 

Wife  of  Abel  Stowell ;  was   Relief  Jenison,  daughter  of  Capt. 
Israel  Jenison. 

281.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Samuel  Stowell,  firstborn 
child  of  Mr.  Cornelius  Stowell.  He  dec^  April  y« 
14th  1774,  in  the  24*^  year  of  his  age. 

282.  Zerviler  Stowell  wife  of  Cornelius  Stowell.: 
Died  June  7.  1812 :  a  82 

Was  Zurvilla  Goulding,  daughter  of  the  first  Capt.  Palmer  Gould- 
ing. 

Memento  mori. 

283.  In  memory  of  M*^-  William  Swan  who  de- 
parted this  life  April  the  18'*^  i774,  in  the  59*^  year 
of  his  age. 

A  leading  singer  in  the  first  choir  of  the  Old  South  Church  in 
1770. 

284.  Mrs.  Sarah  Sturtevant  wife  of  Samuel  Stur- 
tevant.  Died  December  10**^  1804,  Aged  31  years. 

JRunntv. 

285.  In  memory  of  M^-  James  Tanner  who  dec^ 
Sepf  y^  6*^  ^77^^  in  y®  36  year  of  his  age. 

Memento  mori. 

286.  In  memory  of  Mr.  James  Tanner,  formerly 
of  Newport  on  Rhode  Island,  Mercht,  late  of  Wor- 
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cester,  who  departed  this  life  April  8^^  1 782,  Aetatis 
68. 

And  I  heard  a  voice  from  Heaven  saying  unto  me,  write  —  Blefsed  arc  the  dead  which  die 
|n  the  Lord,  from  henceforth,  yea  sayth  the  spirit,  yi  ihcy  may  rest  from  their  labour,  and 
their  works  do  follow  them. 

287.  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Cap*-  John  Tanner 
of  Newport  on  Rhode  Island,  who  departed  this  life 
January  i6**^  1784  :  Aged  44  years. 

How  good,  how  valued  once,  avails  thee  not. 
To  whom  related  or  by  whom  begot,       > 
A  heap  of  dust  alone  remains  of  thee, 
^Tis  all  thou  art  and  all  the  proud  shall  be. 

288.  In  memory  of  M^^-  Sarah  Tanner,  Relict  of 
M""  James  Tanner,  late  of  Worcester,  who  died 
3ep*^-  19*^  1785,  Aged  73  years. 

289.  Abraham  Taylor  Died  ***  1738:  aged  29 
yrs. 

290.  In  memory  of  M^^-  Dinah  Taylor,  y^  wife  of 
Othniel  Taylor,  who  died  March  y®  29*^  1746,  in  ye 
38  year  of  her  age. 

Isaac  their  son  born  Nov"^  y^  if^  i745>  &  died 
March  y^  26*^  1746,  lying  on  the  right  side. 

291.  Elizabeth  Taylor  w.  of  James:  Died  July 
14-  1755  •  a  82 

292.  Hannah  Taylor  Dau.  of  W"^  &  Lois:  Died 
June  13.  1759:  a  I  y.  4  m. 

293.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Hannah  Taylor,  the  wife 
of  Mr.  Othniel  Taylor,  She  dec^  Janury  the  3^ 
1772,  in  the  52^  year  of  her  age. 

294.  James  Taylor  Son  of  James  &  Elizabeth: 
Died  June  30.  1730:  a  22. 
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295-  Here  lies  the  Body  of  Mr.  James  Taylor  of 
Worcester,  Deceased  Fabwary  24.  1742,  &  in  the 
70  year  of  his  age 

296.  In  memory  of  Mr.  James  Taylor  y*^  3^^  who 
died  Feb'^  y«  26^^  A.  D.  1756,  in  y«  26*^  year  of  his 
age  —  Who  was  in  the  fight  at  Lake  George,  Sept. 
y*8'^  1755. 

297.  In  memory  of  John,  son  of  M^-  John  and 
M'*-  Elizabeth  Taylor,  who  was  born  Nov™'  y®  3^ 
1775,  &  died  Aug®*  y*^  21®*  1776. 

298.  Mifs  Lois  Taylor  Died  July  6.  1802.  a  22. 

299.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Othniel  Taylor  who  was 
born  Oct  19*^  1698.  Departed  this  life  July  y«  29*^ 
1779,  in  the  8i**  year  of  his  age 

O  may  my  Humble  Spirit  stand, 
Amonst  £hem  Clothed  in  White 
at  Christ's  Right  Hand 
is  Infinite  Delight. 

In  March,  1773,  a  petition  headed  by  Othniel  Taylor  was  present- 
ed to  the  town  calling  attention  to  the  grievances  under  which 
the  Province  labored.  After  debate,  the  celebrated  Boston  Pamphlet 
was  read,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  take  the  matter  into  con- 
sideration and  report  at  the  adjournment  of  the  meeting. 

303.  In  memory  of  William  Taylor  Jun'  Son  of 
William  &  Lois  Taylor.  He  died  March  y«  7*^ 
1779:  aged  II  years  and  7  months. 

Youth  forwar<l.  Death  soon 

Nips.    Vain  World  farewell  to  you. 

Heaven  is  my  native  air 

I  bid  my  friends  a  short  adieu. 

Impatient  to  be  there. 

301.  Elisabeth  Thomas  Died  July  27.  1750: 
Aged  12. 
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302.  Here  lyes  the  Body  of  Mfs.  Janet  Thomas, 
wife  of  Mr  Samuel  Thomas  who  died  Aug  i8**^ 
1756  in  the  56  year  of-  her  age. 

303.  In  memory  of  John  Thomas,  aged  17,  son 
of  Peter  Thomas  of  Long  Island,  Died  June  18^^ 

1795- 

304.  Here  lyes  the  body  of  M*^-  Samuel  Thomas 
who  died  May  20.  1755  in  the  67**^  year  of  his  age. 

305.  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Major  William 
Treadwell,  who  died  April  10.  A.  D.  1796,  Aet  46. 

He  enter'd  the  army  in  1775,  and  devoted  his 
whole  time  to  the  service  of  his  Country,  until  the 
Independence  of  America  was  secured,  he  ever 
courted  the  field  of  battle,  &  his  military  ardour  and 
bravery  was  indesputable. 

A  member  of  Capt.  Timothy  Bigelow's  company  of  minute  men 
which  left  Worcester,  April  19,  1775.  He  was  2d  lieutenant  in 
Col.  Thomas  Crafts'  regiment  of  artillery  in  the  same  year.  About 
1783,  the  Worcester  artillery  was  formed,  and  he  was  chosen  captain. 
He  was  an  original  member  of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati. 

"  Maj.  William  Treadwell,  one  of  the  most  gallant  of  the  officers  of 
the  army  of  the  revolution,  entered  the  service  at  an  early  age,  and 
was  distinguished  for  lion-hearted  courage.  He  had  an  enthusiastic 
love  of  danger.  Twice,  when  his  own  division  was  at  rest,  he  ob- 
tained leave  of  absence,  and  joined  another  corps  on  the  eve  of  bat- 
tle. While  the  shot  of  the  enemy  struck  around  him,  the  testimony 
of  a  cotemporary  states  he  would  consider  with  the  most  deliberate 
coolness  the  direction  of  his  own  guns,  look  over  the  sights  to  give 
the  best  aim,  and  after  the  discharge,  spring  upon  the  cannon  to  see 
the  effect.  He  retired  with  honorable  scars  and  rank,  to  a  condition 
of  poverty,  that  drove  him  to  despair,  and  died  broken-hearted." — 
Lincoln's  History, 


306.  In  memory  of  M^^-  Sarah  Trowbridge  wife 
of  M""-  William  Trowbridge,  who  died  July  15^^ 
1787,  in  the  31^'  year  of  her  age. 

Reader,  behold  as  you  pass  by. 
As  you  are  nowr,  so  once  was  I, 
As  I  am  now  so  you  must  be 
Prepare  for  death  &  follow  me. 

307.  Here  lyes  the  Body  of  M"  Mary  Walker, 
wife  of  M'^-  Adam  Walker,  who  died  Dec™'^  13*^ 
1758,  aged  22  years. 

Adam  Walker  was  one  of  **  The  gentlemen  who  were  driven  from 
their  habitations  in  the  country  to  the  town  of  Boston,"  and  who 
signed  the  loyal  address  to  Gen.  Gage  c^n  his  departure  for  England 
in  the  fall  of  1775. 

308.  Here  lyes  interred  the  Remains  of  Capt 
Daniel  Ward,  who  departed  this  life  May  21^*  i777> 
in  the  77**^  year  of  his  age. 

Now  I  behold  with  sweet  delight. 
The  Blefsed  Three  in  One, 
And  stronge  affections  fix  my  sight 
On  God's  Incamet  Son. 

309.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Ebenezer  Waters,  who 
died  Aug.  27.  181 3,  Aet  38. 

310.  John  Waters  Son  of  John  &  Kesia:  Died 
Feb.  II,  1767:  a  23  mos 

311.  William  Waters  Born  Oct.  4.  1754:  Died 
Oct.  10.  1754. 

312.  Abraham  Wheeler  Died  Oct.  20.  1 780 :  a.  80 
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313-  Dr.  Charles  Wheeler  Died  June  3.  1761  :  a. 

31. 

3 1 4.  Mary  Wheeler  w.  of  Thomas :  Died  May 
1 6.  1 740 :  a.  40. 

315.  Susanna  Wheeler  w.  of  Thomas  Wheeler: 
Born  Jan.  23.  1702 :  Died  Sept  23.  1760. 

316.  In  memory  of  Mary  Whitmore  daufc  of  M^- 
John  Whitmore  and  M"-  Martha  his  wife,  Died 
April  2^  1754,  m  y^  10*^  year  of  her  age. 

3 1 7.  Polly  Whitney  Eldest  dau.  of  Moses  Kings- 
bury and  wife  of  Am'os  Whitney:  Died  April  23, 
1795:  a.  23: 

Also  Ezra,  an  infant  son, — Died  in  June  1795. 

318.  Ezra  Wiley  Died  June  **  1795  :  a.  i. 
Also  ****  his  mother — Died  ***  1 795. 

319.  John  Wiley  Son  of  Joseph  &  Martha:  Died 
Dec  26.  1773:  a  15. 

Memento  mori : 

320.  Here  lyes  intered  the  remains  of  M"^-  Joseph 
Wiley,  who  departed  this  life  May  9^^  1776,  in  the 
65^^  year  of  his  age. 

321.  In  memory  of  Miss  Martha  Wiley,  Daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  Joseph  &  Mrs.  Martha  Wiley,  who  de- 
parted this  life  May  6*^  1 794,  aged  48  years. 

322.  Mary  Wiley  dau.  of  John  &  Martha:  Died 
April  2.  1754 :  a  14. 

323.  Mary  Wiley  Died  Sept.  19.  1755  :  a  4. 


6? 

324.  Elizabeth  Willard  wife  of  Jonathan  Willard: 
Died  July  4.  1728 :  aged  about  38. 

iWfstaaU. 

325.  Erected  in  memory  of  Mr.  Ebenezer  Wis- 
wall  who  died  March  ig""  1809:  Aet  87. 

A  meDiber  of  tb«  Americui  Poliiinl  Sodet}'. 

326.  Here  lyes  the  body  of  M'*-  Irenna  Wiswall, 
wife  of  Mr.  Eben*^  Wiswall,  who  died  Dece""  31" 
1792:  Aged  76  y. 

Corruption  Eiirtb  ind  wormi 
WIU  bol  rcSn*  tbli  Bub, 
Uati]  my  ipJnl  comet  kgiia 
And  puu  it  on  (fnih. 

apoung. 

327.  Janet  Young  dau.  of  W"  &  Mary:  Died 
Sep.  1 1.  1 756 :  a  I  y :  7m;  5  da, 

328.  Jean  Young  w.  of  William:  Died  Mch  30. 
1743  aged  27. 

329.  Here  lycs  interred  the  Remains  of  John 
Young  who  was  born  in  the  Isl  of  Bert,  near  Lon- 
donderry in  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland.  He  departed 
this  life  June  30'''  1730.  aged  107. 

Here  lyes  interr'd  y*  Remains  of  David  Young 
who  was  bom  in  the  Parish  of  Tahboyn,  County  of 
Donagall  &  Kingdom  of  Ireland.  He  departed 
this  life  Decern""  26.  1 776,  aged  94. 

The  aged  Son  and  the  more  aged  Father —  Be- 
neath this  stone  their  mouldering  bons  here  rest 
together. 
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330.  Martha  Boyd  Young  wife  of  David  Young  : 
Died  Oct.  26.  1749:  a  65 : 

331.  Robert  Young  Son  of  W°^  and  Mary:  Died 
Sept.  6.  1756  :  a  4. 

332.  Robert  Young  Son  of  W°*  and  Mary  Died 
Apr.  20.  1 769 :  aged  6  y :  6  m.  3  days. 


Note  to  the  Inscription,  No,  268. 

Mary  Sterne,  daughter  of  Judge  Wm.  Jenison,  married  Capt. 
Thomas  Sterne  who  kept  the  public  house  known  as  the  "  King's 
Arms,"  which  stood  nearly  on  the  site  of  the  present  Lincoln  House. 
Her  husband  died  in  1772,  and  she  continued  the  business  until  her 
death  in  1784.  This  tavern  was  a  rendezvous  for  the  tories  of  the 
town,  and  it  was  at  this  house  that  their  famous  protest  of  1774  was 
prepared  and  signed.  Here  two  sessions  of  the  Worcester  County 
Convention  or  Congress  of  the  Committees  of  Correspondence 
were  held. 

On  the  first  celebration  of  the  adoption  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence in  Worcester,  July  22d,  1776,  "a  select  company  of 
the  sons  of  freedom"  repaired  to  the  tavern,  and  demanded  that  the 
sign  on  which  was  emblazoned  the  Royal  Arms  should  be  taken 
down  and  burned  in  the  street,  all  of  which  was  cheerfully  complied 
with  by  the  innkeeper. 


FAMILY  TOMBS  ON  THE  COMMON. 

On  the  northerly  side  of  that  portion  of  the  Common  used  for 
burial  purposes  there  was  a  hill,  the  ground  sloping  off*  towards  the 
north  suiEciently  to  form  a  natural  site  for  the  construction  of  tombs. 
Here  on  the  easterly  portion  of  this  slope  was  once  located  the  tomb 
of  the  famous  Chandler  family.  It  was  destroyed  during  the  revolu- 
tionary time,  after  many  of  the  leading  members  of  the  family  had 
deserted  the  town.  A  little  to  the  west  of  the  Chandler  tomb  were 
those  of  the  Dix  and  the  Wheeler  families.  These  have  been  re- 
moved within  the  remembrance  of  many  of  the  present  citizens  of 
Worcester. 


INSCRIPTIONS 


FROM 


THE    BURIAL   GROUND 

On,  Mechanic  Street. 


[The  committee  have  endeavored,  in  publishing  thetfe  inscriptions,  to  present  them  so  (ar  as 
possible  in  fac  simiie,  as  they  were  found  on  the  monuments,  the  lines  being  indicated 
fay  perpendicular  marks  ;  and  capitals, small  capitals  and  italics  have  been  used  where 
found  in  the  original.] 

1.  This  I  monument  IS  |  Erected  in  |  memory  of  | 
M"  Abigail  Adams  |  wife  of  j  M'"  Charles  Adams  | 
who  died\  Ocf  6*^  1796  |  In  the  53  y^  |  of  her  age. 

Grim  death  has  (hook  his  spacious  arm 
the  rich,  the  poor  to  duft  return 
On  right  &  left  in  heaps  they  fall 
One  equal  lot  awaits  for  all 

She  was  Abigail  Drury  of  Shrewsbury.     Married  Feb.  8,  1764. 

2.  In  Memory  of  |  Mr.  CHARLES  ADAMS  I 
who  died  |  Oct.  3,  181 3,  |  M,\..  70. 

3.  In  Memory  of  [  Miss  Lucy  Adams,  |  Daughter 
of  I  Mr.  Andrew  &  |  Mrs  Rebecca  Adams.  |  who  died  | 
Dec.  21,  1818. 1  Aged  27. 

4.  In   Memory  of|Mr.  RUFUS   ADAMS,  |  son 
of  I  Mr.  Andrew  &  |  Mrs  Rebecca  Adams  |  who  died 
Oct.  9.  1828, 1  Aged  27. 

Why  do  we  mourn  departed  friends 
Or  shake  at  death's  alarms 
Tts  but  the  voice  that  Jesus  sends 
To  call  them  to  his  arms. 


70 

5.  ERECTED  I  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  Anna  Alex- 
ander, I  wife  of\  Mr.  William  T.  Alexander  |  who 
died  I  October  17,  1820,  |  aged  37* 

She  was  Anna  Campbell  and  married  Oct.  9th,  1 804. 

6.  In  Memory  of  |  Mr.  DANIEL  BAIRD  |  who 
died  I  Dec.  9.  1819,!  aged  7  7. 

Married  Jane  Smith,  January  8th,  1768,  and  kept  the  Baird  Tavern. 

He  was  sergeant  in  Capt.  Benj.  Flagg's  company  that  marched  from 
Worcester  on  the  alarm  at  Lexington,  April  19,  r775.  Sergeant  in 
Col.  Crafts'  regiment  of  artillery,  1 776.  Private  in  Capt.  David 
Chad  wick's  company  that  marched  to  Hadley  on  the  alarm  at  Ben- 
nington, Aug.  28,  1777. 

In  the  year  1 786,  a  time  when  the  minds  of  the  people  were 
greatly  agitated  concerning  the  distressed  condition  of  the  country, 
in  answer  to  an  address  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Commonwealth,  is- 
sued by  the  Selectmen  of  Boston,  delegates  from  the  different 
towns  met  in  convention  to  discuss  and  adopt  some  means  for  relief 
to  be  presented  in  the  form  of  petitions  to  the  General  Court.  Dan- 
iel Baird  was  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  convention  to  be  held  at  Pax- 
ton  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  September.  The  petition  there  framed 
was  not  acceptable  to  the  voters  of  the  town,  for  on  its  presentation 
to  them  they  voted  not  to  adopt  it,  and  Oct.  17,  1786,  again  chose 
Mr.  Baird  a  delegate  to  the  same  convention  which  had  been  ad- 
journed to  the  house  of  Nathan  Patch  in  Worcester,  now  known 
as  the  **  Old  Exchange  Hotel,"  there  to  meet  on  the  second  Tuesday  in 
November,  1786.  Also  chosen  on  a  committee  with  David  Bigelow 
to  frame  instructions  for  the  Representative  to  the  General  Court, 
(Capt.  Samuel  Brooks,)  and  lay  the  same  before  the  town  for  accept- 
ance. At  the  town  meeting  held  Oct.  23d,  they  reported  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"  ist  that  whereas  the  siting  of  the  General  Court  in  the  Town  of  Boston  is  attended 
with  great  inconvenience  we  request  you  to  use  your  endevours  that  it  be  removed  to  some 
inland  Town,  ad  that  the  courts  of  common  pleas  and  general  sessions  be  aniolated  and 
some  cheaper  and  more  expeditious  method  be  substituted  in  their  Room.  3d  that  the 
grant  of  the  supplementary  fund  to  Congress  for  Twenty  five  years  be  emediately  repealed 
an>l  the  revenue  arising  by  the  import  and  Excise  be  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the 
fiMpeign  Debt  and  if  that  shall  prove  insufficient  that  annal  grants  be  made  to  make  up  such 
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Deficiency  and  that  all  other  supplys  be  withheld  from  Congress  till  accompts  between  this 
Commonwealth  and  the  Continent  can  be  settled.  4th  That  you  indeavour  to  have  the  law 
repealed  which  obliges  Each  Town  to  keep  a  Grammer  School  at  the  Expense  of  the  Town 
as  we  think  it  a  burden  to  be  obliged  to  hire  and  pay  a  Grammer  Master  when  the  Town  at 
Laige  receive  no  advantage  thereby,  these  sir  are  our  statements  with  which  we  instruct 
yon  to  use  your  Eacercions  in  their  support." 

After  long  debate,  the  town  voted  62  to  54  to  accept  the  first  three 
paragraphs  of  the  report.  At  the  same  meeting,  a  copy  of  instruc- 
tions had  been  presented  by  Dr.  Elijah  Diz,  and  were  rejected  by  a 
vote  of  67  to  59. 

Mr.  Baird  held  the  office  of  Selectman  for  Hve  years  commencing 
with  1785,  and  was  a  member  of  The  American  Political  Society. 

7.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  JANE  BAIRD,  |  wife  of  | 
Mr.  Daniel  Baird  |  who  died  |  April  15.  181 1,  |  aged 
64. 

8.  In  Memory  of  |  Mr.  |  ASA  BARBER  |  who 
died  I  March  17,  1832,  ]  aged  43  years. 

9.  ERECTED  [  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs  Euz^  Barber,  | 
Relict  of  I  Mr.  Joseph  Barber,  |  who  died  |  May  28, 
1815, 1  JEt  65. 

No  pain  or  grief  or  anxious  fear 
Can  reach  the  lorely  sleeper  here. 

Was  Elizabeth  Maclanathan  of  Palmer. 

10.  ERECTED  I  In  memory  of  |  Mr.  Joseph  Bar- 
ber, I  who  died  |  June  29,  181 1. 1  JEt  73. 

The  sweet  remembrance  of  the  just. 
Shall  Bourtfli  when  they  sleep  in  dtut. 

Was  an  original  member  of  The  American  Political  Society ;  a 
member  of  the  local  Committee  of  Correspondence,  1778-9  ;  a  dele- 
gate with  David  Bigelow  to  a  convention  held  at  Concord  in  1779  to 
devise  measures  for  the  relief  of  the  people  from  the  effects  of  the 
depreciation  of  the  currency.     Selectman,  1780. 

11.  In  Memory  of  I  William  Barber,  |  0/  Boston.  \ 
Nephew  of  Elder  I  W"^-  Bentley,  |  who  died  Nov.  12, 
1813, 1  JEt.  19. 
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1 2.  ASAHEL  BELLOWS  |  died  \  Aug.  9, 1835 :  ] 
aged  54. 

Was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Central  Bank  corporation, 
with  a  capital  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  act  of  incor- 
poration was  approved  by  the  governor,  March  12th,  1828.  He 
kept  the  tavern  known  as  the  Bellows  Tavern.  Was  jailor  from 
1824  to  1835.     Also  selectman  in  1830. 

13.  In  Memory  of  |  Miss  Hannah  Bellows, 
daughter  of  |  Mr.  Simeon  &  Mrs.  |  Rebecca  Bellows 
formerly  of  Westborough.  \  who  died  |  Sept.  i.  1824.J 

Aged  45. 

14.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  |  ARETHUSA  BIGE- 
LOW  I  wife  of  I  Mr.  Silas  Bigelow,  |  who  died  j  De- 
cember 23,  181 5,  I  aged  44  years. 

Was  Arethusa  Moort. 

15.  ERECTED  I  In  memory  of  |  Dea^  David  Bige- 
low, I  who  died  |  May  10,  1810.  |  iEt.  79. 

Was  a  brother  of  Col.  Timothy  Bigelow.  Resided  in  the  north- 
east part  of  the  town  on  the  road  now  known  as  Mountain  street. 
Tavern  keeper.  Married  for  his  first  wife,  in  1752,  Sarah  Eaton, 
and  his  second  wife,  whom  he  married  in  1 764,  was  Deborah  Hey- 
wood.  Selectman,  1776,  77,  79,  80,  83,  84.  In  September,  1775, 
he  was  chosen  a  member  of  a  committee  to  inspect  the  tories  passing 
between  Lancaster  and  Worcester  or  any  other  way.  Representative 
to  the  General  Court,  1777.  Was  a  delegate  to  a  State  Convention 
assembled  af  Concord  on  the  14th  of  July,  1779,  to  adopt  measures 
to  relieve  the  people  from  the  disastrous  effects  of  the  great  deprecia- 
tion of  the  currency,  and  the  high  prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life. 
With  Levi  Lincoln,  sen.  and  Joseph  Allen,  was  chosen  in  17  79  a 
delegate  to  a  convrention  for  framing  a  Constitution.  In  1783  was 
a  member  of  a  committee  appointed  by  the  town  to  draw  up  an  ex- 
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pression  of  the  sentiment  of  the  town  in  relation  to  absentees  and 
rcfiigees.  Was  a  deacon  of  the  first  Unitarian  Church  from  its 
organization  in  1785. 

16.  ERECTED  I  In  Memory  of  (  Mrs.  Deborah  Bige- 
Low,  j  who  died  |  May  23,  1822,  |  aged  86. 

Was  Deborah  Heywood. 

17.  In  Memory  of]  Mr.  [SILAS  BIGELOW,  | 
who  died  |  April  24,  1837,  |  aged  66  years. 

Son  of  Dea.  David  Bigelow. 

Htxififium. 

18.  In  Memory  of  |  Mr.  William  Bingham  |  who 
died  I  April  7,  1827.  |  aged  27. 

19.  ERECTED  I  In  Memory  of  |  Mr.  Joseph  Blair,  | 
who  died  |  February  8,  1804.  |  JEt  77. 

Was  one  of  the  royalist  protesters,  and  deemed  a  tory  or  hardly 
worthy  of  the  confidence  of  the  patriots.  Was  given  an  opportuni- 
ty by  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  to  cither  join  the  continent- 
al army  or  furnish  a  substitute.  Was  afterwards  disarmed  and  for- 
bidden to  depart  the  town  without  a  permit. 

20.  MARY  ELIZABETH.  |  daughter  of  Wid^ 
aw  I  Elizabeth  Blanchard.  \  died  Aug.  12,  1834.  | 
aged  9  years. 

2 1.  William  Alden,  |  Son  of  \  Mr.  Alden  &  Mrs,  \ 
Elizabeth  Blanchard.  \  Born  March  27,  1828.  (  Died 
March  12,  1829. 

22.  LOIS  BRAGG,  |  died  Nov.  8  1848  |  aged  52 
years. 
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23.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  |  MOLLY  BRAGG,  |  wife 
of  I  Mr.  Timothy  Bragg,  |  who  was  bom  June  28,  | 
1 761 : 1  and  died  April  28,  1830. 

Her  children  arise  up  and  call  her 
blessed ;  her  husband  also,  and  he 
Praiseth  her. 

Was  Molljr  Taylor.     Married  Jan.  18,  1792. 

24.  ****  Benjamin  Bridge  |  who  died  |  Dec.  29*^  | 
1796  I  aged  22  yr® 

Son  of  Deacon  Samuel  Bridge.  By  profession  he  was  an  Attorney 
at  Law. 

25.  In  I  memory  of  |  M^-  James  Bridge  |  who  died  | 
Sep*-  28;  I  1798  I  in  y*  30  y""  I  of  his  age. 

From  Spy,  Oct.  31,  1798.  "Died  in  this  town  Mr.  James 
Bridge,  Merchant,  aged  30.  In  him  were  combined  all  the  virtues 
of  a  sincere  friend,  an  honest  and  active  merchant,  a  friend  to  religion 
and  to  man.  Society  has  lost  a  worthy  member,  and  aged  parents  an 
irreparable  prop  to  their  declining  years." 

26.  In  Memory  |  of  Samuel  Bridge,  |  Deac.  of 
the  2^  Church  in  JVorcesier]  In  life  he  exhibited  the 
virtues  |  of  the  active  &  useful  Citizen,  |  and  graces 
of  the  pious  &  cheerful  |  Christian.  He  was  an  ex- 
ample of  fidelity  I  &  punctuality.  A  pattern  of 
decency  and  |  order,  and  A  promoter  of  every  plan 
of  public  I  utility  or  private  benevolence.  |  OAzti  the 
4*^  of  Auguft  1 799  I  ^iatts  65. 

Married  Mary  Goodwin,  March  ist,  1757. 

Lived  on  the  east  side  of  what  is  now  Lincoln  street.  Was  a 
constable  of  the  town  of  Worcester.  A  signer  of  the  royalist  pro- 
test of  1774.     Crier  of  the  Courts  from  1779  to  1799. 

The  following  notice  is  from  the  Spy  of  Aug.  7,  1 799.  **  Died 
in  this  town,  Dea.  Samuel  Bridge  aged  65.  By  his  death  society  has 
lost  a  vigilant  and  useful  member.     A  friend  to  good  order  in  all  the 
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concerns  of  social,  civil  and  religious  life  ;  his  example  of  attention^ 
punctuality  and  fidelity  is  worthy  of  general  imitation.  He  filled  his 
station  with  honesty  and  honor,  and  supported  his  Christian  profes- 
sion by  a  constant  observance  of  the  offices  of  piety  and  an  habitual 
exercise  of  the  active  virtues  of  the  gospel." 

27.  In  Memory  of  |  Robert  B,  Brigham,  |  Esq.  | 
Obiit  April  30,  181 7. 1  iEt  41, 

Stop  ray  friend  and  think  on  me. 
I  once  was  in  this  world  like  thee : 
Now  I  lie  mouldering  in  the  dust. 
Hoping  to  rise  amongst  the  just. 

Robert  Breck  Brigham  was  cashier  of  the  Worcester  Bank  from 
1805  to  181 2.     He  never  married. 

28.  In  Memory  of  |  Capt.  SAMUEL  BROOKS 
who  died  |  June  29.  1817,  |  JEt  87* 

Selectman,  1784  to  1793,  inclusive. 
Representative  to  the  General  Court,  1786,  '87^ 
Married  Hannah  Brown  of  Carlisle,  March  14,  175$. 

29.  In  Memory  of  |   Mr.  DAVID  BROWN, 
Obiit  Oct.  II,  1816, 1  iEt.  48. 

Father  of  Ichabod  Washburn's  wife.     A  carpenter  by  trade. 

30.  IN  Memory  of  |  Eliza  Brown  I  daug'r  of  Mr. 
David  &  Mrs.  |  Lucy  Brown  \wAo  dud  [Sept   14, 
1 808,  I  aged  I  year  4  |  months  1 8  days. 

31.  SACRED  I  to  the  Memory  of  |  LUCY  BROWN,| 
daughter  of  |  DAVID  BROWN,  I  who  died  |  May 
31,  1819.  I  aged  19. 

To  sorrow,  pain,  and  sin  a  long  adieu. 
And,  Christian  Friends,  a  short  farewell  to  you. 
Receive,  kind  earth,  the  mortal  part  of  me ; 
And,  O  my  Saviour  1  take  my  soul  to  thee. 

lO 
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^1.  In  Memmy  of  |  Mrs.  LUCY  BROWN  f  Rel- 
ict of  I  Mr.  DAVID  BROWN,  |  who  died  |  Feb.  20, 
1823. 1  aged  47. 

33.  Mrs.  I  ELIZABETH  BURBANK,  |  wife  of  | 
Elijah  Burbank,  ]  died  Sept  22,  1831,  |  aged  66. 

Elijah  Burbank  succeeded  Isaiah  Thomas  in  the  manufacture  of  pa-* 
per^  continuing  in  the  business  until  1834.  February  28,  1827,  the 
upper  story  of  his  mill  with  a  quantity  of  paper  stock  was  destroy- 
ed by  fire,  the  origin  of  the  fire  being  spontaneous  combustion  of 
cotton  waste«  He  was  one  of '^he  charter  members  of  the  Wor- 
cester Bank  under  the  date,  March  Jt\i,  1^04. 

He  had  tv^o  sons,  Leonard  and'  Gardner,  both  graduates  of  B.  U., 
1 807,  1809.  Was  brother  of  ^  aj.  Gen*  Caleb  burbank  of  Burbank- 
ville,  now  Bramanville.  Both  Elijah  and  the  General  were  quite 
successful  in  business  at  first,  but  died  poor. 

34-  In  Memory  of  |  MARY  BURBANK  |  daug. 
of  Mr.  Elijah  |  &  Mrs.  Eliz*  Burbank  |  who  died  i 
March  12,  18 10  |  JEi.  17. 

If  blooming  youth,  If  parents  prayerl 
Could  turn  Deakhi  ihaft  aside  } 
]f  mental  grace,  if  friendship's  tears/ 
Then  MarV  had  noi  died. 

%^\  m  I  memory  of  M"*  |  Jofeph  Chaddick  |  who 
died  i  July  23^  1798  |  in  the  35  y*"  |  of  his  age. 

He  died  from  the  effect  of  a  sun-stroke.  His  wife,  formerly 
Dolly  BigeloWi  some  years  after  his  death  kept  a  public  house  on 
the  Boylston  road. 

35.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  Betsey  Chadwick  |  wife 
of  ;  Mr.  Daniel  Chadwick  Jn  |  who  died  |  Jan.  30, 
18 18, 1  aged  24. 

36.  In  Memory  of  I  Mr.  Daniel  Chadwick  Jr. 
who  died  |  Feb.  26,  1825, '  Aged  37. 

37.  In  Memory  of  |  Mr.  |  DANIEL  CHAD- 
WICK,  I  who  died  |  May  23,  1836,  |  aged  84. 
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38.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Chadwick,  | 
wife  of  I  Mr.  Daniel  Chadwick  |  who  died  |  July  1, 
1822, 1  aged  61. 

39.  JOSEPH  I  Son  of  Mi;  Daniel  |  &  Mrs.  Eliz^ 
Chadwick  |  Died  |  March  2^  181 2.  |  Aged  12  years  | 
&  7  months.*  ^ 

40.  In  Memory  of  |  Dea«  |  JOHN  CHAMBER- 
LAIN  I  who  died  |  May  31,  1813.  |  JEt  68. 

Dea.  John  Chamberlain  was  the  eldest  son  of  Dea.  Jacob  Chamber- 
lain. Was  disarmed  by  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  in  May, 
1775.  Selectman,  of  the  town,  17&5,  86,  87,  88,  89,  90,  91,  92, 
93,  94,. 95,  97,  98,  1801-02.  WiS  deacon  of  the  first  parish  for 
twenty-two  years  from  1791  to  181 2.  He  married  Mary,  daughter 
of  Capt.  John  Curtis,  and  his  son,  Hon.  John  Curtis  Chamberlain 
was  a  distinguished  lawyer  of  Charlestown,  N.  H.,  and  member  of 
Congress  from  that  State.  Another'son,  Gen.  Thomas  Chamberlain, 
was  Crier  of  the  Courts  for  seventeen  years  previous  to  his  death, 
and  was  the  first  president  of  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of 
Worcester.  He  filled  most  of  the  military  officers  from  corporal  to 
Brig.  General  with  the  highest  honor  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction 
of  his  command.  Another  son,  Levi,  a  lawyer  of  distinction  at  Fitz- 
william,  N.  H.,  afterwards  at  Keene,  where  he  died,  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Peace  Congress  of  186 1-2.  Another  son,  Henry,  was 
also  a  lawyer,  who  practised  law  in  Maine  and  Georgia. 

41.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs  MARY  CHAMBER- 
LAIN I  Relict  of  I  Deac.  JOHN  CHAMBER- 
LAIN. |  Obiit  Feb.  26.  18 18.  |  Mt  70. 

She  was  Mary  Curtis.     Married  June  27,  1771. 

42.  In  Memory  of  |  Mifs  Sarah  Chamberlain,  | 
who  departed  this  life  [  Sep*  5*^  1796.  |  iEtatis  61. 

43.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  Hannah  Chamberlin,  | 
Relict  of  I  Mr.  Moses  Chamberlin,  |  who  died  |  Au- 
gust 28,  1826. 1  Aged  63. 
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44-  Moses  Bradford,  |  Son  of  |  Mr.  Harmon  & 
Mrs.  I  Arathusa  Chamberlin.  |  Died  May  13,  1825. ; 
aged  5  years. 

45.  In  Memory  of  |  Dr.  BENJAMIN  CHAPIN  | 
who  died  |  January  15,  1835,  |  Aged  54*years. 

A  son  of  Thaddeus  Chapin.  Studied  medicine  with  the  second 
Dr.  John  Green,  and  practised  in  Marlboro*.  Returned  to  Worces- 
ter in  1808.  Was  town  clerk  from  1818  to  1833.  Resided  on 
Front  street,  just  below  where  the  Union  Church  now  stands. 

46.  CAROLINE  I  daughter  of  |  Dr.  Benj.  Cha- 
pin,  I  died  Dec.  12,  1840,  |  aged  12  years. 

47.  CORNELIA  I  daughter  of  |  Dr.  Benj.  Cha- 
pin,  I  died  June  3.  1840,  |  aged  7  years. 

48.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  Comfort  Chapin  |  Con- 
sort  of  I  Dr.  Benj.  Chapin,  |  who  died  |  Oct.  14, 18 14,  | 
JEt  29. 

Husband,  Mother,  Medicine  nor  friends  could  sare 
This  amiable  person  from  the  grave 
Her  spirit,  I  trust,  flew  to  realms  of  light 
Tiierein  God  through  Christ  ever  to  delight. 

Was  Comfort  Bancroft. 

49.  In  Memory  of  |  Capt.  Eli  Chapin,  |  who  died  j 
March  7,  1830,  |  Aged  76. 

Was  one  of  ten  individuals  whose  estates  were  within  the  bounds 
of  the  South  Parish  (Ward),  yet  were  allowed  by  an  act  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court  to  continue  their  connection  with  the  town  of  Worcester. 
Was  private  in  Capt.  Timothy  Bigelow's  company  of  minute  men 
who  marched  for  Lexington,  April  19,  1775.  Unlisted  April  25th, 
as  private  in  Capt.  Jonas  Hubbard's  company,  and  also  a  private  in 
Capt.  David  Chadwick's  company,  Aug.  28,  1777. 

50.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  |  HANNAH  CHAPIN  | 
wife  of  I  Dr.  Benjamin  Chapin,  |  who  died  |  Dec.  21, 
1834, 1  Aged  33  years. 
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51.  LUCY  CHAPIN  |  daughter  of  |  Doct.  Benj. 
Chapin,  j  died  |  March  5,  1843, 1  aged  21. 

52.  In  memory  of  |  LUCY  CHAPIN  |  relict  of\ 
Capt.  Thaddeus  |  Chapin,  |  who  died  June  i,  1847,  | 
aged  88  years. 

53.  In  I  Memory  of  I  LUCY  W.  CHAPIN.  |  eld- 
est  daughter  of  |  Deac.  Benjamin  &  [  Comfort  Chap- 
in,  I  who  died  |  Dec.  3  182 1 :  |  JSX.  14. 

54.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  Margaret  Chapin,  |  wife 
of  I  Capt.  Eli  Chapin^  \  who  died  |  Jan.  10,  183 1,  | 
Aged  75. 

55.  IN  I  Memory  of  |  Miss  Mary  Chapin  |  Daug^  of 
Deacon  Seih  Chapin  \  of  Mendon,  who  died  |  July 
26,  1805. 1  R\,.  30. 

56.  In   Memory  of  |  Capt.   Thaddeus   Chapin. 
who  died  |  March  14.  1831.  |  Aged  75. 

Married  Lucy  Whitney,  June  29th,  1780,  and  resided  within  that 
district  of  Worcester,  known  as  the  South  Parish  incorporated  April 
loth,  1778,  as  the  town  of  Ward,  so  named  in  honor  of  General 
Artemas  Ward  of  revolutionary  fame.  In  1826,  Mr.  Chapin  with 
ten  others  petitioned  the  Legislature  to  re-annex  to  Worcester  that 
portion  in  which  their  estates  were  located.  The  request  was  re- 
fused. 

ehfins* 

57.  In  Memory  of  I  Lucy  B.  Childs,  |  Daughter 
of  I  Col.  Moses  N.  &  |  Mrs.  Sarah  Childs  |  who  died  | 
Feb.  8  1820  I  aged  17  years  9  m.  |  &  2  days. 

58.  In  memory  of  |  Moses  Childs.  |  Son  of  [  Col. 
Moses  N.  &  I  Mrs  Sarah  Childs  |  who  died  |  May  22, 
1823, !  aged  17  years  10  m.  |  &  28  days. 
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59.  In  Memory  of  |  Col.  Moses  N.  Childs,  |  who 
died  I  Jan.  30.  1826,  |  aged  51  years,  9  m  &  ]  24  days. 

Was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Calvinist  (Central)  Church,  and 
one  of  eight  persons  who  on  the  8th  of  Feb.,  1822,  bound  them- 
selves to  defray,  out  of  their  private  resources,  the  expenses  of  pub- 
lic worship  for  five  years,  after  deducting  such  sums  as  might  be 
voluntarily  contributed  by  others. 

^    60.  In    Memory   of  |  Mrs.  Sarah  Childs,  |  wife 
of  I  Col.  Moses  N.  Childs  |  who  died  Feb.  4f  1823. 
aged  52  years  11  m.  |  &  24  days. 

Was  Sarah  Haywood. 

61.  In  Memory  of  |  Simeon  H.  Child,  son  |  of  Col. 
Moses  N.  Child,  |  &  Sarah  his  wife  |  who  died  | 
March  18.  1815.  |iEt  19. 

62.  In  Memory  of  |  Daniel  Clapp  Esq  [  who  died  | 
March  23  1827  |  Aged  87. 

Was  one  of  fifteen  jurors  who  refused  April.  19,  1774,  to  serve 
under  Chief  Justice  Peter  Oliver,  because  the  last  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives had  impeached  him  for  receiving  his  salary  from  the  Eng- 
lish Crown. 

Was  register  of  deeds  from  1784  to  1816. 

He  lived  on  what  is  now  the  corner  of  Main  and  Park  streets. 

63.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  Nancy  Clark,  |  wife  of  | 
Capi.  Leonard  Clark,  |  who  died  [  June  24.  18 18. 
aged  32  years. 

Daughter  of  Deacon  Nathan  Heard. 

eitmtnts. 

64.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  Beulah  Clements,  |  wife 
of  Mr.  Moses  Clements  |  and  Daughter  of  [  Deac. 
William  Trowbridge^  \  who  died  j  Sept.  30.  1826, 
Aged  39. 
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65.  ERECTED  I  In  memory  of  |  Leonard  Chapin 
Coes,  i  only  son  of  Mr.  William]  &  Mrs  Jemima  Coes 
who  I  died  Sep*  9,  181 3  |  aged  14  month  |  &  2  days. 

66.  In  Memory  of  [  Capt.  John  Coolidge  j  who 
died  I  Jan.  20,  1824,  |  aged  35. 

Was  ensign  of  the  Worcester  Light  Infantry  that  marched  to  Bos- 
ton from  Worcester,  Sept.  14th,  1814,  and  remained  in  camp  at 
South  Boston  until  the  31st  of  Oct.,  when  they  were  discharged  and 
returned  home.     He  was  afterwards  captain  of  that  company. 

67.  SACRED  I  To  the  memory  of  |  Nathan  B.  Cool- 
idge. I  Son  of  Mr.  Nathaniel  &  \  Mrs.  Catharine 
O^/w^^  I  who  departed  this  life  |  June  5*^  18 13  in 
the  20  I  year  of ,  his  age. 

Nathan  B.  and  Capt.  John  were  sons  of  Mr.  Nathaniel  Coolidge, 
and  grandsons  of  Mr.  Nathan  Baldwin,  register  of  deeds. 

68.  In  Memory  of  |  Mr.  |  EPHRAIM  CURTIS 
who  died  Oct.  9.  1839.  |  aged  75  years. 

69.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs  Eunice  Curtis,  |  wife  of 
Mr.   Samuel   Curtis   Ju""-  |  who   died  |  Augufl   22, 
1802, 1  aged  40  years. 

Was  Eunice  Flagg.  Married  August  20th,  1785.  She  was  the 
first  wife  of  Mr.  Samuel  Curtis,  Jr.  He  married  for  his  second  wife 
Mrs.  David  Stowell  whose  maiden  name  was  Eunice  Taft. 

70.  Harriet  Newell.  I  Daughter  of  |  John  &  | 
Nancy  Curtis.  |  Died  |  June  24.  1818.  j  iEt.  4. 

71.  In  Memory  of  |  Mr.  John  Curtis,  |  Born  Dec. 
23,  1783. 1  Died  August  3,  1826. 

72.  In  memory  of  |  Mrs.  LYDIA,  [wife  of  Tyler 
Curtis,  I  who  died  |  Oct.  5,  1841,  |  aged  88  years. 

Was  Lydia  Chamberlain.     Married  Sept.  5,  1776. 
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73-  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs  Mary  Curtis,  |  Relict  of  | 
Samuel  Curtis  Esq  |  who  died  |  June  3,  1830,  |  in 
the  95  year  |  of  her  age. 

Was  Mary  Ward.     Married  March  30,  1757. 

74.  In  Memory  of  |  Miss  |  MARY^  CURTIS  | 
who  died  Oct.  12,  1839,  |  aged  79  years. 

75.  In  Memory  of  |  Mr  Nathaniel  Curtis  2^  | 
who  died  |  March  28.  1818.  |  iEt.  24.         '     • 

76.  Erected  j  In  Memory  of  |  Samuel  Curtis,  | 
son  of  Mr  Tyler  &  Mrs  Lydia  Curtis,  |  who  died  | 
May  17,  181 1, 1  Aged  15  years. 

77.  In  Memory  of  |  Samuel  Curtis  Esq  |  who 
died  I  Oct  18.  18 14.  |  JEt.  84. 

Was  one  of  the  leading  whigs  of  Worcester  during  the  war  of  the 
Revolution.  Was  one  of  the  committee  who  reported  the  constitu- 
tion and  rules  of  the  American  Political  Society  in  1773.  In  1776, 
he  was  elected  magistrate  to  exercise  the  powers  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  the  preservation  of  good  order.  Was  a  member  of  many 
important  revolutionary  committees.  Selectman,  1766975,90,91, 
92,  93,  94,  95.  Representative  to  the  General  Court,  1778  to  1785^ 
1802,  1804,  1806. 

78.  ERECTED  I  In  Memory  of  |  Mr.  Tylor  Curtis, 
who  died  |  April  16.  1807.  JEt,  54. 

O  thou  didft  thy  glory  leave, 
Apoftate  sinners  to  relieve. 
From  natures  deadly  fall. 
If  thou  haft  bought  me  with  a  price. 
My  sins  againft  me  ne'er  (hall  rife, 
For  thou  haft  borne  them  all. 

A  son  of  Captain  John  Curtis. 

79.  In  memory  of  TYLER  CURTIS,  |  son  of 
Tyler  &  Lydia  Curtis,  |  who  died  |  March  17,  1842, 
aged  40  yrs. 
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80.  In  Memory  of  |  Mr.  Joseph  Daniels,  |  who 
died  j  Feb.  18  1826.  |  aged  68. 

9as* 

81.  In  Memory  of  |  Miss  EUNICE  DAY,  \ 
Daughter  of\CapL  SAMUEL  DAY  %i\Mrs. 
SARAH  DAY  ]  Born  at  Wrentham  |  July  13,  1757.I 
Died  Jan.  14,  1828. 

One  Generation  passeth  away  and  another  Generation  cometh  but  the  earth  ab:deth  forever. 

9Cr* 

82.  In  Memory  of  |  SARAH  DIX.  |  Daughter  of  | 
Mr  Elbridge  &  |  Mrs  Hannah  Dix  |  who  died  |  Nov. 
19  1825,  I  aged  2  years  &  10  m. 

Suncan. 

83.  CLARISSA  I  daugh^  of  |  Capt  Simion  Dun- 
can^ I  Died  I  June  6,  181 3,  |  Aged  10  years. 

84.  ERECTED  I  In  memory  of  ]  Mrs.  Mary  Duncan.| 
wife  of  I  Capt  Simion  Duncan.  |  who  died  |  May  26, 
181 3,  |i^t.  53. 1  also  on  the  faitie  day,  died  |.  William 
Duncan,  son  to  said  |  Simion  &  Mary. aged  8  years  | 
&  7  M<^  and  intered  in  the  fame  grave. 

Mrs.  Duncan  was  Mary  Blair,     Married  April  11,  1780. 

85.  In  Memory  of  |  Capt.  |  SIMEON  DUNCAN,  | 
who  died  |  February  22,  1836,  |  aged  80  years.  |  He 
was  a  revolutionary  patriot. 

Was  private  in  Capt.  Benj.  Flagg's  company,  April  19,  1775.  Also 
a  private  in  Capt.  Wm.  Gates'  company,  Sept.  4,  1776.  En- 
listed and  was  bombardier  in  Col.  Thomas  Crafts*  regiment  of  artil- 
lery, 1777.  He  also  marched,  to  Hadley  on  the  alarm  at  Bennington 
with  Capt.  David  Chadwick's  company,  Aug.  28,  1777. 

1 1 
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86.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Dyer,  |  wife 
of  Mr.  DisoN  Dyer  |  who  died  |  August  13,  1828  | 
Aged  67. 

Was  Elizabeth  Denny.     Married  June  id,  1818. 

lEutoxt. 

87.  In  Memory  of  |  Adalin  *****  |  Daughter  of  | 
Alpheus  Eaton  Jr  |  and  Betsey  his  wife.  |  who  died  I 
March  i6.  1814,  |  aged  4  years  &  10  M. 

88.  In  memory  of  |  Adonijah  Rice  Eaton,  |  Son 
of  I  Mr  Amherst  &  |  Mrs  Eliza  Eaton,  |  who  died  | 
Sep*-  13,  1808. 1  Aged  20  months 

(Below  the  earth  line  are  the  characters  :    $4.17) 

Was  a  descendant  of  Adonijah  Rice,  the  first  male  child,  born  in 
Worcester,  who  died  in  Shoreham,  Vt.,  Feb.  1802,  aged  88. 

89.  In  Memory  of  |  Almira  Eaton  |  Daughter  of  | 
William  Eaton,  Jr.  |  &  Hannah  his  wife  |  who  died  | 
May  I  1826, 1  aged  3  years  [  &  10  months. 

Joys  departed  never  to  return. 

90.  In  Memory  of  |  ANNIS  EATON  |  daughter 
of  I  Mr.  Alpheus  &  Mrs  Annis  Eaton,  |  who  died  | 
May  27,  1826. 1  in  the  i6*^  year  |  of  her  age, 

91.  In  Memory  of  |  John  Elliot  Eaton,  |  son  of  | 
Mr.  Alpheus  &  |  Mrs  AnniS  Eaton,  |  who  died  |  May 
1 1  1826  I  in  the  i8*^  year]  of  his  age. 

92.  ERECTED  I  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  SallV  Eaton, 
wife  of  Mr  Alpheus  EaCon,  |who  died  |  Aug   27, 
1807. 1  aged  41  years. 

Was  Sarah  Johnson.     Married  April  6,  1786. 

93.  In  Memory  of  |  Lemuel  Esty  |  who  died  | 
Oct.  6  181^  I  Aged  21 
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94.  SACRED  [  To  the  memory  |  of  | 
EvELETH,  1  who  died  July  3,  1 8 10.  |  ^ 

He  was  at  the  taking  of  Cape  Brecon.     Went 
ter  the  Revolution,  he  came  to  Worcester.     Waa 
survivors  of  that  war  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
Daniel  Heywood's  tavern  for  many  years, 

95.  Heman  Lincoln,  ]  son  of  |  Be 
Maria  C.  Farnsworth.  j  Died  |  Sept.  6, 
months. 

96.  In  Memory  of  I  Mr.  |  JOHN 
died  I  Sept.  10,  1836,  j  aged  35  years. 


97.  ERECTED  j  in  memory  of  |  M 
FLAGG,|confort  ofiCOL.  BENJAM 
who  died  Oct^-  27'*^  i797,aged  72.  |  A 
in  the  fer- 1  vice  of  GOD,  and  in  a(5ls 
her  [  Fellow  mortals. 

Friend  quit  thfi  Done  and  look  ibovc  (he  1 

Was  Abigail  Chsdwick,  daughter  of  John  Cha 

98.  In  Memory  of  |  Mr.  Amos  Flac 
Dec.  17.  1817.]  Aged  32. 

Till  Christ  iball  come  to  rouie  the  ilumb'ring  ix-. 


99.  In  Memory  of]  Amos  Flagg,'| 
&  Betsey  Flagg;  |  who  died|  July  18 
18  months. 
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lOO.  In  Memory  of  |  Col.    Benjamin  FlaggIwHo- 
died  I  Oct.  8,  1818,  |  aged  95. 

Commanded  a  company    of  minute  men  which  left  Worcester, 
April  19,  1775,  on  the  alarm  at  Lexington,  and  attained  the  rank  of 
Colonel  in  the  Revolutionary  service.     Selectman  from  1766  to  77 
inclusive.     An  original  member  of  the  American  Political  Society. 

The  following  notice  appeared  in  the  Spy  of  Oct.  14,  1818. 

"  A  distinguished  Revolutionary  Patriot  deceased*  Died  in  this 
town  on  the  8th  inst.  Col.  Benj.  Flagg  aged  XCV  the  oldest  man 
in  this  town.  His  surviving  posterity  are  4  children,  41  grand- 
children and  83  great-grandchildren.  At  his  advanced  age  he  had 
outlived  many  more  of  each  generation.  Few  have  lived  so  long 
and  descended  to  the  grave  more  respected."  ^ 

loi.  In  memory  of  j  Mr.  Benjamin  Flagg,  |  who 
died  I  March  9,  1819,  |  Aged  73. 

102.  In  Memory  of  |  Miss  |  Catharine  Flagg,  | 
daughter  of  the  late  |  Mr.  Elijah  Flagg,  |  who  died  | 
April  4,  1829, 1  aged  39. 

103.  In  Memory  of  I  Mr.  Elijah  Flagg  |  who  died| 
March  21,  181 3  |  Aged  58. 

104.  Elizabeth  Flagg,  |  Daughter  of  |  Elijah  & 
Sarah  Flagg.  |  Died  |  Sept.  21,  1803,  |  Aged  i  year. 

105.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  |  HANNAH  FLAGG,  | 
wife  of  I  Benjamin  Flagg,  |  who  died  |  July  21. 1843,  | 
aged  97  years. 

106.  In  Memory  of  |  SAMUEL  FLAGG,  Esq.  | 
who  died  |  March  5.  1825.  |  aged  50  years. 

107.  In  Memory  of  \  Mrs.  |  SARAH  FLAGG.  | 
wife  of  the  late  |  Mr.  Elijah  Flagg  |  who  died  |  Au- 
gust 16,  1831. 1  aged  66. 

She  was  Sarah  Moore.     Married  Nov.  23d,  1780. 
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io8.  In  Memory  of  |  Mr.  Silas  M.  Flagg  ]  who 
died  I  Sept  8,  iSio.  |  Aged  28. 

iFotole. 

109.  In  Memory  of  |  Mr.  Curtis  Fowle,  |  who 
died  I  March  18,  1825,!  aged  80. 

An  Englishman  by  birth — came  to  |  this  Coun- 
try— ^joined  the  American  |  army  in  1775,  and  faith- 
fully I  served  during  the  war. 

He  married  Susannah  Shedd,  January  23,  1785. 

From  the  Spy,  March  23,  1825.  "Died  18th  inst.  Mr.  Curtis 
Fowle  aged  80.  He  was  an  Englishman  by  birth,  came  to  this 
country  about  the  year  1766,  on  board  a  British  Frigate,  from  which 
he  deserted.  In  1775  he  joined  the  American  Army,  in  which  he 
faithfully  served  during  the  whole  Revolutionary  war." 

iFurrotos- 

no.  Beneath  this  monument  are  |  deposited  the 

remains  of  |  ZILPHA  FURROWS  I  who  died  I  Ju- 

I  III/ 

ly  8,  1830, 1  aged  34  years.     She  was  honest  and 
pious 

111.  In  Memory  of  [  Mrs.  |  ABIGAIL  GATES, | 
wife  of  I  Mr.  Simon  S.  Gates.  |  Born  Dec.  28.  1807.  | 
Died  Oct.  22.  1838. 

112.  In  Memory  of  I  IVir.  JOHN  GATES,  |  who 
died  I  Nov.  21,  1797,  iEt.  87. 

113.  In  Memory  of  |  Mr.  JON^  GATES  \  who 
died  I  Dec.  4,  1814,  |  JEt  66. 

Friends  &  Physiciaiui  could  not  save 
My  mortal  body  from  the  grave  ; 
Nor  can  the  grave  confine  me  here  — 
When  Christ  doth  call,  I  must  appear. 
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114.  In  memory  of  |  Mrs  Lucy  Gates,  |  wife  of 
Mr.  Nathaniel  Gates,  |.  Who  died  |  June  i6,  1855. 
iEt  85. 

115.  In  Memory  of  j  Mr.  Nathaniel  Gates.  |  who 
died  I  Dec.  10,  1824,  |  aged  54. 

116.  SAMUEL  GATES,  I  died  19,  Dec.  1831,! 
aged  77  years.  |  LUCY,  |  his  wife,  died  22.  Sept.  | 
1 819.  I  aged  56  years.  |  POLLY,  |  their  daughter 
died  19.  Nov.  j  1842,  |  aged  59  years. 

Mrs.  Gates  was  Lucy  Chadwick.     Married  Aug.  IS^K  1781* 

117.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  Sarah  Gates,  |  Relict 
of  I  Mr.  Jonathan  Gates,  |  who  died  |  Jan.  28, 1828,  j 
Aged  78. 

When  I  lie  buried  deep  in  dust 
My  flesh  shall  be  thy  care. 
These  with'ring  limbs  with  the  I  trust 
To  raise  them  strong  and  fair. 

118.  In  Memory  of  I  Mrs.  Sarah  Gates,  |  Wife  of 
Mr.  Simon  S.  Gates,  |  who  died  j  Feb.  23,  1830. 
Aged  33. 

119.  In  Memory  of  I  Mrs  VIOLATY  GATES  | 
Relict  of]  Mr  John  Gates,  who  died  |  Feb.  10, 
1801, 1  iEt.  79. 

1 20.  In  Memory  of  |  Capt.  William  Gates,  |  who 
died  I  July  7,  181 1,  |  iEt.  76. 

We'll  cease  then  to  weep  for  the  dead ; 
For  low  is  their  couch  of  repose : 
But  sweet  is  the  thought  that  their  head 
In  triumph  and  glory  arose. 

Strive  ye  to  make  Jesus  your  friend  ; 
Like  him  then  you'll  gloriously  rise. 
And  triumph  o'er  death  and  the  tomb. 
In  regions  above  yonder  skies. 

Capt.  William  Gates  was  first  sergeant  in  the  company  of  minute 
men  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Timothy  Bigelow,  which  marched 
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from  Worcester  on  the  alarm  at  Lexington,  April  19,  1775.  Second 
lieutenant  in  a  company  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Jonas  Hub- 
bard, which  served  three  months  near  Boston,  the  same  year.  Cap- 
tain of  a  company  in  Col.  Jonathan  Holman's  regiment  in  the  Con- 
tinental Army. 

Was  town  treasurer,  1780  and  1781.' 

121.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  Azubah  Geer,  |  wife 
of  I  Mr.  Ebenezer  Geer,  who  died  |  March  4,  1826,  \ 
aged  40. 

Was  Azubah  Chadwick.     Married  April  18,  18 16. 

122.  In  Memory  of  |  Mr.  Ebenezer  Geer  Jr.  |  who 
died  I  August  31,  181S,  |  aged  iS. 

123.  In  Memory  of  |  Capt.  JOHN  GLEASON  | 
who  died  |  April  14,  1823,  [  Aged  49. 

Selectman  from  i8(itoi8i5.' 

124.  In  Memory  of  [  Mr.  Jonathan  Gliason  j 
who  died  I  June  4,  1827,  |  Aged  82. 

Was  private  in  Capt,  Timothy  Bigelow*s  company  in  1775,  *^^ 
also  in  the  company  commanded  by  Capt.  Jonas  Hubbard  in  service 
near  Boston,  the  same  year. 

125.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  POLLY  GLEASON  | 
wi/e  of\  Capt  John  Gleason.  \  who  died  |  April  29 
1829.  [Aged  51. 

She  was  Polly  Symonds  of  Holden.     Married  March  29,  1801. 

1 26.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs  Mary  Gleason,  |  Con- 
sort of  I  Mr.  Jonathan  Gleason  |  who  died  |  August 
4  1824,1  aged  73. 

"  Behold  the  sad  unerring  sti;pke  : 

Which  now  arrests  our  eyes. 
The  silken  bands  of  union  broke, 

A  tender  Mother  dies. 
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12/.  In  Memory  of  |  Samuel  S.  Gleason,  |  Son 
of\  Capt.  John  Gleason,  \  who  died  [  June  21.  1826.  | 
Aged  18. 

128.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  Sarah  GLESONJwife 
of  I  Mr.  Solomon  Gleson.  |  who  died  [  April  20. 18 16  | 
Aged  28. 

Friends  *  Physicians  could  not  sayc 
My  mortal  body  from  the  grave 
Nor  can  the  grave  confine  it  here 
When  Christ  commands  it  to  appear. 

129.  ERECTED  I  in  memory  of  |  Mrs.  |  Betsey  God- 
dard,  I  wife  of  I  Elder  Luther  Goddard.  |  who  died  | 
January  19.  1828.  |  aged  64  years. 

Resign'd  in  life  in  death  I  rest. 
Now  I  am  free  from  care  and  pain : 

•  •    •    •    •    and  by  him  blest, 

*  •    •    •    •    to  me  is  gain. 

Was  Betsey  Dakin  of  Boylston. 

130.  In  Memory  of  |  Clarissa  Goddard,  |  Daugh- 
ter of  I  Elder  Luther  &  |  Mrs.  betsey  goddard,  ] 
who  died  |  April  13,  1826,  |  in  the  26  year  |  of  her 
age. 

My  flesh  shall  slumber  in  the  ground. 

Till  the  last  trumpet's  joyful  sound : 
Then  burst  the  chains  with  sweet  siuprise. 

And  in  my  Saviour's  image  tvm.. 

131.  Mrs.  LECRETIA,  I  wife  of  |  Elder  Luther 
Goddard.  |  died  Nov.  3.  1852,  J  aged  77  years. 

"  This  Mortal  shall  put 
on  immortality." 

Married  ist  a  Mr.  Hatch,  2d  a  Mr.  Howard  and  3d  Elder  God- 
dard.    Was  Lucretia  Story  of  Norwich,  Conn. 

132.  Elder  Luther  Goddard  |  died  |  May  25, 
1842;  I  Aged  80  y'rs 

"  Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord  :  they 
rest  from  their  labors  and  their  works  do 
follow  them." 
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Watchmaker.  Manafaccured  clocks  and  watches  in  Shrewsbury 
previous  to  the  year  1800.  Came  to  Worcester  in  18 18.  Was 
well  known  in  this  county  as  a  Baptist  minister. 

133.  In  Memory  of  [  Miss  |  MARY   Y.   GOD- 
FREY I  who  died  |  while  on  a  visit  to  this  town 
March  27,  1836,  |  aged  27  years. 

1 34*  SACRED  I  To  the  Memory  of  |  John  Goodale, 
who  departed  this  life  |  April  13,  1827.  |  Aged  82 
years.  |  A  liberal  Benefactor  |  of  the  First  |  Baptist  | 
Society  in  Worcester. 

He  by  his  last  will  and  testament  bequeathed  $1000  to  the  First 
Baptist  Church  in  Worcester,  and  the  society  voted  to  erect  a  monu- 
ment to  his  memory  with  a  suitable  inscription. 

135.  In  memory  of  j  Mrs  Lucy  Goodale  |  wife  of  | 
Mr.  John  Goodale  |  who  died  |  Feby  1 1,  1814  |  iE  74 

1 36.  In  Memory  of  |  Miss.  Nabby  D  Gould,  |  who 
died  I  October  17,  1820,  |  aged  20. 

No  pain,  nor  grief,  or  anxious  fear, 
Can  reach  this  lovely  sleeper  here. 

CBrOUlUfttJl. 

137.  In  Memory  of  |  Franklin  Goulding,  |  son  of 
Mr.  William  |  &  Mrs  Lucinda  Goulding  |  who  died  | 
Dec"^  15.  1806. 1  aged  i  year  &  2  M'  |  &  10  days. 

1 38.  IN  I  memory  of  |  Nabby  Goulding  |  dau'^  of 
M'  Peter  |  &  M"  Lucy  |  Goulding  who  was  |  born 
Dec'  3**  I  1783  &  died  |  Dec'  25*^  1798. 

Early,  bright,  tranfient,  chafte 
as  morning  dew. 
*  •  *  •  * 

12 
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1 39.  Beneath  this   Stone  |  are   the  Remains  |  of 
William  James   Gouldingj  \  Son   of  Mr    William 
&  Mrs  Lucreiia  Goulding  \  who  died  July  7   1808.  j 
Aged  14  years  7  months  |  &  4  days. 

140.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  Margaret  Gray,  |  wife 
of  I  Mn  Robert  Gray.  |  who  died  |  Sep*  7*^  |  1796.  in 
the  58*^  year  |  of  her  age. 

141.  IN  I  memor}^  of  |  Margaret  Gray  |  dau.  of  M'*- 1 
Thomas  &  M"-  |  Milly  Gray  |  who  died  |  Nov.  27**^ 
1800  I  aged  3  months  |  &  21  days. 

142.  In  memory  of  |  Moses  Gray  son  |  of  Mr 
Reuben  &  Mrs  Lydia  j  Gray  who  was  killed  by  |  the 
fall  of  a  tree  March  |  26,  1803  iEt.  18. 

143.  In  memory  of  j  M'*  Robert   Gray  |  who  died 
Oct.  6*^-  1 799  I  In  ^  65  y^  |  of  his  age. 

144.  IN  I  memory  of  |  Reuben  Gray  Jun"^  |  son  of 
Mr.  Reuben  &  |  Mrs.  Lydia  Gray,  |  who  was  drown- 
ed I  July  12,  1807. 1  iEt  20. 

145.  In  Memory  of  |  Mr.  Reuben  Gray.  |  who 
died  I   May  23,  1814,  |  aged  70. 

Cffreeti. 

146.  IN  j  Memory  of  |  Salley  Green  daughter  |  of 
Doct*^  John  Green  |  jun.  &  Nancy  his  |  wife  born 
Aug.  22  I  1794  and  died  |  Aug.  23  1796. 

147.  IN  I  memory  of  |  Samuel  Green,  Son  of  | 
Doctf^-  John  Green  jun.  |  and  Nancey  his  wife,  |  born 
March  28*^  1792,  |  and  died  Aug.  23^  1796 ;  |  in  the 
^th  year  I  of  his  age. 
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The  two  preceding  were  children  of  Dr.  John  Green,  the  second 
of  the  name  ;  and  sister  and  brother  of  the  third  Dr.  John  Green, 
the  founder  of  the  Public  Library  in  Worcester.  John  Green,  2d, 
was  a  distinguished  physician  in  his  time.  He  died  August  11, 
1808,  aged  45. 

tfrtOttt. 

148.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  Anna  Grout,  \wife  of 
Mr  Jonathan  Grout  \  who  died  |  Aug.  25.  1827. 
Aged  86. 

Was  Anna  Harrington. 

149.  In  Memory  of  |  Mr.  Jonathan  Grout.  |  who 
died  I  Oct.  17.  1828.  |  In  the  85  year  |  of  his  age. 

150.  In  Memory  of  j  Mr.  Ebenezer  Harrington  | 
who  died  |  March  26  1822  I  in  the  30*^  year  |  of  his 
age. 

151.  Miss  HANNAH,  |  daughter  of  |  Francis  & 
Lydia|  Harrington,  |  died  July  14,  1823,  |  aged  17 
years. 

152.  Joseph  Harrington,  Son  of  |  Gjp//.  Francis 
Harrington,  |  died  |  April  13.  181 2,  |  aged  4  years. 

153.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  Louis  Harrington,] 
wife  of  I  Mr.  Noah  Harrington,  |  who  died  |  Oct. 
II,  1820,  [aged  54. 

Was  Lois  Kingsley^  daughter  of  Enoch  Kingslejr  of  Shrewsbury. 
Married  July  zj,  1784.  Her  husband,  Noah  Harrington,  who 
died  July  18,  1832,  aged  73,  is  buried  in  the  same  lot;  but  no 
monument  was  erected  to  his  memory.  He  was  in  Col.  Thomas 
Crafts*  regiment  of  artillery  in  1776  and  1777. 

154.  ERECTED  in  I  Memory  of  Mindwell  |  Harring- 
ton. I  wife  of  Silas  Harringto'*  |  who  died  |  Oct  27 
i8o8|iEt57. 

Was  Mindwell  Willington.     Married  Nov.  25,  1773. 
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155-  In  Memory  of  |  Mr.  |  Nathl.  Harrington,  | 
who  died  |  Feb.  28,  1831,  |  aged  89  years. 

Was  2d  sergeant  of  the  company  of  minute  men  under  the  com- 
mand of  Capt.  Timothy  Bigelow,  which  left  Worcester,  April  19, 
1775,  and  1st  sergeant  of  the  company  commanded  by  Capt.  Jonas 
Hubbard.  Selectman,  1803  to  1809  inclusive.  As  one  of  the  se- 
lectmen in  1 808  he  with  his  associates  on  the  board,  signed  a  letter 
to  the  selectmen  of  Boston,  declining  their  request  that  the  citizens 
of  Worcester  be  assembled  in  town  meeting  to  concur  with  the 
sentiments  expressed  by  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  in  a  petition  ad- 
dressed to  President  Jefferson,  praying  for  the  suspension  of  the 
Embargo  Act. 

156.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs  Ruth  Harrington,  | 
wife  of  I  Mr.  Nath.  Harrington,  |  who  died  |  Au- 
gust  24,  181 7,  I  aged  69. 

Was  Ruth  Stone.     Married  July  2,  1776. 

157.  In  Memory  of  |  Mr.  |  Samuel  Harrington,  | 
who  died  |  March  27.  1838,  |  aged  84  years. 

Private  in  Capt.  Timothy  Bigelow's  company  of  minute  men  that 
marched  from  Worcester  on  the  alarm  at  Lexington^  April  19, 1775- 
Representative,  1823. 

158.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  Silence  Harrington,  | 
wife  of  I  Mr.  Samuel  Harrington.  |  who  died  |  May 
17,  1828,1  Aged  74. 

159.  MajorIJEDEDIAH  HEALY,  |  Died  Feb- 
ruary 7,  182 1, 1  aged  63  years.  |  SALLY  |  his  wife 
died  Feb.  i,  1821.  |  aged  65  years. 

He  was  matross  in  Capt.  David  Henshaw's  company  of  Col. 
Thomas  Crafts'  regiment  of  artillery  in  1776  and  1777. 

A  cabinet-maker  by  trade.  He  owned  and  lived  on  the  estate 
now  known  as  the  Burnsidc  estate  on  Main  street.  Town  sexton 
for  many  years.  Was  a  man  famous  for  his  dry  wit.  He  married 
Sarah  Stowers,  Nov.  28,  1782. 
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i6o.  John  [  only  son  of  |  Jedediah  &  Sally  Healy 
died  at  Charleston,  S.  C  |  Sept.  17, 180$,  [  aged  26. 

161.  In  Memory  of  |  Nabby  Healy  |  daugh"^  of 
Maj**  Jedediah  |  &  Mrs.  Sally  Healy,  |  who  died 
April  8,  1796. 1  Aged  5  months. 

162.  Sally  I  eldest  daughter  of  |  Jedediah  &  Sally 
Healy  |  died  June  25,  1810 1  aged  24  years. 

Friendship  rcan  this  humble  •  *  •  * 

163.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  Anna  Heard  |  wife  of 
Dea°  Nathan  Heard  |  who  died  |  May  29.  1807. 
Aged  55. 

Glory  with  all  her  lamps  shall  bum 
To  watch  the  Christians  sleeping  clay 
Till  the  last  trumphet  rouse  his  urn. 
To  ade  the  triumphs  of  the  day. 


164.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  |  DINAH  HEARD 
wife  of  I  Dea.  Nathan  Heard,  |  died  Oct.  5,  1848, 
aged  82  years. 

165.  In  Memory of|Deacon  NATHAN  HEARD 
who  died  |  April  28,  1825,  |  aged  74. 

One  of  the  first  Deacons  of  the  Second  Parish  (First  Unitarian.) 
Jail  keeper  from  1798  to  181 2.  Father  of  the  present  Gen.  Nathan 
Heard,  now  in  his  88th  year. 

166.  In  Memory  of  i  Mrs.  Sarah  Heard^  \  wife  of  | 
Dea^  Nathan  Heard\  who  died  |  June  29. 1812.  |  iEt 
48. 

167.  IN  I  Memory  of  Lieu*  |  Jacob  HemenwayI 
who  died  Feb'^  6*^  |  1801,  in  the  |  78*^  year  |  of  his 
age. 

Was  lieutenant  in  a  company  of  forty- three  men  under  command 
of  Capt.  Aaron  Rice  of  Rutland  who  served  in  the  campaign  of 
1756.  He  succeeded  Capt.  Rice  on  the  death  of  the  latter  in  camp. 
Was  one  of  the  building  committee  of  the  Old  South  Church  in 
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17639  ^s  associates  being  John  Chandler,  Jr.,  Joshua  Bigelow>  Josiah 
Brewer,  John  Curtis,  James  Putnam,  Daniel  Boyden,  James  Good- 
win, David  Bijgelow,  Samuel  Moore  and  Elisha  Smith.  Selectman, 
1764.  One  of  the  original  members  of  the  American  Political 
Society.  He  lived  on  what  is  now  May  street,  on  or  near  the  farm 
now  owned  and  occupied  by  W.  W,  Patch. 

168.  In  Memory  of  |  Jeffery  Hemenway  |  who 
died  I  August  15,  1819  |  aged  82. 

Colored.  Came  to  Worcester  from  Framingham  in  1778. 
Bought  of  Col.  Ebenezer  Lovell  a  small  place  on  what  is  now  May 
street,  where  he  lived  some  years.  Served  in  the  Revolutio'nary 
army,  1780,  81. 

169.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  Mary.Hemenway,  |  rel- 
ict of  I  Lieu*  Jacob  Hemenway,  |  who  died  |  June  27*^ 
1802.  j  JEt  75. 

1 70.  In  Memory  of  |  Mr.  Stephen  He)rward  |  who 
died  I  Jan'y  16  1813  |  JEt  56. 

171.  In  Memory  of  |  Mn  Abel  Heywood,  |  who 
died  I  May  10,  182 1,  |  aged  62. 

Memento  fit&ri! 

172.  In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Abigail  Heywood.  |  wife 
of  I  Mr.  Abel  Heywood.  |  who  died  |  June  30.  1818.  | 
iEt  58. 

Was  Abigail  Chamberlain.     Married  April  27,  1780. 

173.  CAP  DANIEL  HEYWOOD  |  Obiit  Dec^ 
15,  1809  I  ^tatis  55. 

Was  private  in  a  company  under  the  command  of  Lieut.-Col. 
Benj.  Flagg  that  marched  to  Hadley  on  the  alarm  at  Bennington, 
Aug.  28,  1777. 

174.  In  Memory  of  |  Mr  Daniel  Heywood  | 
who  died  |  Sept.  4.  i8i7,|  iEt  55. 
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175.  LAURA  ANN  |  Daughter  of  |  Mr  Abel  &| 
Mrs.  Olive  Heywood,  |  Died  |  Jan  31,  1821,  |  aged 
10  years. 

My  days  were  few  and  I  but  small. 
But  must  obey  when  Christ  doth  call. 

176.  MRS  MARY  HEYWOOD  I  wife  of  |  Cap* 
Daniel  Heywood  |  Obiit  Jany-  9,  1809. 1  -^tatis  53. 

177.  In  Memory  of  |  Mr.  Phinehas  Heywood,  | 
who  died  |  April  29,  182 1,  |  aged  76. 

Married  ist  Kesia,  daughter  of  Jabez  Snow  of  Westboro'.  id 
Persis,  daughter  of  Bezaleel  Eager  and  granddaughter  of  CoL  Nahum 
Ward,  March  i8,  1777.  Was  a  brother  of  Judge  Benjamin  Hey- 
wood who  was  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  Worces- 
ter county  from  1802  to  181 1. 

1 78.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  SALLY  HEYWOOD] 
wife  of  I  Mn  Daniel  Heywood,  |  obt  April  i,  1814,  | 
iEt.  47. 1  In  Memory  of  |  ASA  HEYWOOD  |  son 
of  Mr  Daniel  |  &  Mrs.  Sally  Heywood,  Obt.  Oct. 
22,  1810, 1  iEt.  21.    ' 

179.  SEWALL  HEYWOOD.  |  Obiit  Oct.  14, 
181 3. 1  -ffitatis  29. 

Son  of  Mr.  Daniel  Heywood.  (No.  174.) 

180.  Benjamin  |  Infant  son  of  |  Rev.  L.  Ives 
Hoadly,  |  &  |  Mrs  Lydia  L.  Hoadly  |  Died  |  April  15. 
1828,1  Aged  5  days. 

The  Rev.  Loammi  Ives  Hoadley  was  the  first  pastor  of  the  Cen- 
tral Church  in  Worcester,  occupying  the  pulpit  there  from  1823  to 
1 829.  He  married  in  1824,  Lydia,  daughter  of  Eli  Smith  of  North- 
field,  Ct.,  and  a  sister  of  Rev.  Eli  Smith  of  Beirut,  Syria. 

181.  In  memory  of  |  John  W.  Hubbard  Esq.  j 
Attorney  at  Law^  \  who  died  Sept.  19.  1825.  |  aged 
32  years. 
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John  W.  Hubbard  was  an  adopted  son  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel 
Austin,  for  many  years  pastor  of  the  Old  South  Church  in  Worces- 
ter, and  nephew  of  Mrs.  Austin,  his  mother  being  one  of  five  sis- 
ters, all  of  whom  married  clergymen,  namely  :  Rev.  Samuel  Hop- 
kins, D.  D.,  of  Hadley ;  Rev.  Samuel  Spring,  D.  D.,  who  was 
chaplain  in  the  expedition  against  Quebec  in  1775^  and  father  of 
Rev.  Gardner  Spring  of  New  York ;  Rev.  Dr.  Austin ;  Rev.  Dr. 
Emmons  of  Franklin  ;  Rev.  Roswell  Hubbard  (father  of  John  W.); 
and  Rev.  Mr.  Riddell.  John  W.  Hubbard  was  bom  at  Brookfield, 
Vt.  Graduated  at  Dartmouth  College,  1814.  He  studied  law 
with  Gov.  Van  Ness  of  Burlington,  Vt.,  and  also  with  S.  M.  Burn- 
side,  Esq.,  of  Worcester.  Admitted  to  the  bar  in  1817^  and  prac- 
ticed here  until  his  death.  He  delivered  the  4th  of  July  oration  in 
Worcester  in  181 1  on  the  occasion  of  the  celebration  by  the  young 
men  of  the  town,  between  the  ages  of  16  and  21.  One  of  the 
founders  of  the  Central  Church  in  1822.  He  was  a  promising  young 
lawyer  of  much  ability.  He  owned  an  estate  on  Main  street,  com- 
prising several  acres  on  each  side  of  what  is  now  Austin  street. 

^82.  In  memory  of  |  Mr  Daniel  Johnson  J'"- 1  who 
died  I  May  17,  1809.  |  JEt  33.  |  also  Lamphear  son 
of  Mr.  I  Daniel  &  Mrs  Caty  Johnson,  |  who  died 
June  6,  1808. 1  iEt  I  year. 

183.  In  Memory  of  |  Mr.  Nahum  Johnson  |  Son 
of  I  Capi.  Timothy  Johnson.  \  who  died  |  April  1 7, 
1830. 1  Aged  32. 

184.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  Sarah  Johnson  |  wife 
of  I  Mr.  Uriel  Johnson.  |  who  died  |  July  22.  181 7.  | 
Aged  37. 

She  married  for  her  first  husband  a  Mr.  Ward.     Was  married  to 
Mr.  Johnson,  March  $,  1817. 

Sours* 

185.  In  memory  of  |  Ens*^  Erasmus  Jones,  |  who 
died  I  Sept.  29,  181 1,  iEt.  27. 
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1 86.  To  the  memory  of  |  Col  Phineas  Jones,  ]  died 
March  22,  1814,!  Mt  66. 

Married  Katharine  Gates,  April  2i8t,  1772.  Was  sergeant  in 
Capt.  David  Chadwick's  company  that  marched  to  Hadley  on  the 
alarm  at  Bennington,  Aug.  28,  1777. 

Was  chief  marshal  at  the  military  celebration  on  the  anniversary 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  in  Worcester,  1789.  Select- 
man, 1796  and  1797.  Kept  the  Old  Jones  Tavern  near  New 
Worcester. 

Hftlt. 

187.  In   Memory  of  |  Mrs.  |  DOLLY    KENT, 
wife  of  I  Mr.  Thomas  V.  Kent,  |  who  died   Feb.   19, 
1836, 1  aged  39  years  |  7. months  |  and  21  days.  |  Also 
the  20*^  their  |  Infant  daughter  |  aged  36  hours. 

188.  ERECTED  I  In  Memory  of  |  Mr.  Joseph  Kings- 
bury, I  who  died  |  Feb.  15.  181 5,  j  JEi.  68. 

189.  ERECTED  I  in  memory  of  Mrs.  |MARGAET 
KINGSBURY  |  wife  of  Mr.  Jofeph  |  Kingfbury, 
who  died  |  March  14^^  1806,  |  JE  54  Years. 

190.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Oliver  |  Kingfbury,  for- 
merly of  I  Con^  who  died  Nov.  12*^  j  1809.  '^^  the 
28***  Year  of  his  age. 

Come  hither  mortals  turn  your  ey« 
Then  go  thy  way  prepare  to  die, 
Confider  then  that  die  you  muft. 
One  day  like  me  return  to  duft. 

Was  a  schoolmaster  in  Worcester  for  several  years. 

191.  In  Memory  of  |  Daniel  Knight  Esq.  |  Coun- 
sellor at  Law  I  Son  of  Mr.  Reuben  Knight^  \  who  died 
at  Leicester  |  Aug.  31  1826.  |  Aged  35  years. 

^3 
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Endeared  by  his  many  amiable  qualities  |  to  his 
friends,  one  of  them  as  a  testimony  |  of  his  worth 
has  erected  |  this  monument. 

B.  U.,  1 813.  Studied  law  with  Levi  Lincoln  and  practiced  in 
Spencer  and  Leicester.  , 

192.  In  Memory  of  |  Mr  Edward  Knight,  |  who 
died  I  SepL  15.  1819,  |  aged  69. 

In  1774,  ^^  town  voted  Edward  Knight  the  sum  of  £1.  6s.  8d. 
for  services  rendered  in  secretly  conveying  with  others,  four  cannon 
out  of  Boston.  He  was  a  private  in  Capt.  David  Chadwick's  com- 
pany that  marched  to  Hadley  in  August,  1777,  to  repel  Burgoyne's 
invasion. 

193.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  Eliza  P.  Knight  |  Wife 
of  I  Mr.  Jonathan  Knight.  |  and  daughter  of  Mr.  | 
Tyler  &  Mrs.  Lydia  Curtis.  |  who  died  |  March  26, 
1815. 1  Aged  24. 

Jonathan  Knight  kept  a  store  at  Adams  Square,  which  was  burned 
Feb.  15.  1816. 

194.  In  Memory  of  |  Miss  Eliz*  Knight  |  who 
died  I  Jan.  12,  1816,  |  i^t.  71. 

Satiottp* 

195.  In  Memory  of  |  Matilda  |  daughter  of  |  John 
B.  &  I  Theresa  Ladoux  |  who  died  |  Jan.  18,  1829  | 
aged  23  months. 

196.  In  memory  of|Mr  Arba  Legg  |  who  died 
Septem"^  [5  1819  j  aged  24  |  years. 

197.  In  Memory  of  |  Nathaniel  Maccarty.  Esq.  | 
who  died  |  Oct.  14,  1831,  |  aged  73. 

Son  and  12th  child  of  Rev.  Thaddeus  Maccarty,  born  July  10, 
1758.  He  was  an  apprentice  in  the  printing  business  to  Isaiah  Thorn- 


u  who  was  the  iirst  printer  and  also  the  first  postmaster 
ter,  and  by  him  employed  to  carry  the  mail  to  Fitch 
Wednesday,  which  was  done  on  horseback.  He  wa 
years  a  merchant  in  Petersham,  but  after  acquiring  a 
returned  to  Worcester .  and  resided  in  a  mansion  whic 
the  site  of  Brinley  Block.  He  was  treasurer  of  the 
Antiquarian  Society  from  1819  to  1829. 

198.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  REBECCA 
CARTY,  ]  Relict  of  |  Nathaniel  Maccarty  E 
died  I  December  1 1,  1836,  |  aged  56  years. 

WaitnCng. 

199.  JOSEPH  MANNING.  [Son  of  | 
Manning,  [  Died  |  May  8,  1819,  |  Aged  22. 

200.  Beneath  this  ftone  are  ]  depcfitec 
mains  I  of  Adeline,  daug^  of]  Capt.  James 
Betsey  |  M^Farland,  who  died  |  Sept.  : 
Aged  I  two  years  and  6  months 

20r.  Here  lie  |  The  Remains  of  ]  Mr. 
M^Farland  I  who  died  in  Barre,  |  July  2: 
Aged  72. 1  And  of  |  Mrs,  Mary  Pierce,  |  \ 
in  Rutland,  |  April  16,  1820,  |  Aged  60. 

Children  of  William  &  ]  Elizabeth  M-^Fa 

202.  In  Memory  of  j  Mrs.  Betsey  M"^! 
wife  of  I  Cap*  James  M'^Farland,  ]  who  died 
1805. !  aged  48 

Thy  ftiafu  flEw  [h^cc  &  thrice  my  pun  wti  fliln. 

203.  In  Memory  of  [  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
LAND,  I  wife  of  I  Lieut.  William  M'^Farlj 
died  I  Aug.  24  1803.  |  ^t.  78. 
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Amazing  grace  that  kept  my  breath. 
Nor  bid  my  foul  remove. 
Till  I  had  learnt  my  Sayiour's  death. 
And  well  infur'd  his  love. 

Was  Elizabeth  Browning  of  Rutland. 

204.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  |  Esther  M^Farland  | 
relict  of  |  Capt.  James  M^^Farland  |  who  died  |  April 
29.  1829, 1  aged  63  *** 

205.  In  Memory  of  Mr.  James  McFarland,  |  Son 
of  Mr.  William  and  |  Mrs.  Elisabeth  McFarland, | 
who  died  |  March  22.  1801,  in  the  |  35*^  year  of  his 
age. 

To  God  I  now  rfign  my  breath, 
And  fafely  walk  the  vale  of  death ; 
With  Chrift  Iv'd  liv'd,  in  him  I  die. 
And  pais  to  immortality. 

Stop  my  friend  &  think  on  me ; 
I  once,  was  in  this  world  like  thee 
Now  I  lie  mouldring  in  the  dtift; 
Hoping  to  rife  amongft  the  juft 

206.  Erected  |  ]n  Memory  of  |  Lieut.  William 
M^^Farlan**  I  who  departed  this  life  |  Jan.  27  1805, 1 
iEt.  83. 

Happy  the  company  that's  gone 
From  crofs  to  crown,  from  thrall  to  throne 
How  loud  they  fing  upon  the  (hore. 
To  which  they  failed  in  heart  before  I 

Was  lieutenant  in  the  company  of  minute  men  under  the  com- 
pany of  Capt.  Benjamin  Flagg,  that  marched  from  Worcester  on  the 
alarm  at  Lexington,  April  19,  1775*  Selectman  of  the  town,  1781, 
1782. 

207.  erected  I  In  memory  of  \  Mr.  Timothy  Meri- 

field,  I  who  died  |  May  6,  1806,  |  i^t.  68. 

This  monument  erected  by  his  son  |  Alpheus 
Merifield. 

He  came  from  Sherborn  to  Worcester  about  1780,  and  lived  on 
what  was  called  the  Sixth  Massachusetts  Turnpike  running  from 
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Shrewsbury  to  Holden,  Rutland,  &c.  His  son.  Deacon  Alpheus 
Merrifield,  a  carpenter  by  trade,  who  died  in  1853,  was  for  many 
years  deacon  of  the  Second  Church,  and  one  of  a  committee  chosen 
Nov.  37,  1827,  to  superintend  the  erection  of  their  second  meeting- 
house ;  also  chosen  one  of  a  committee  to  build  the  third  and 
present  edifice.  Selectman,  1829  to  '32,  and  secretary  ot  the  board 
of  overseers  for  the  poor.  He  was  the  father  of  Wm.  T.,  Alpheus 
M.  and  Francis  T.  of  jWorcesier, 

jnnur. 

208.  IN  I  memory  of  |  Jacob  Miller  |  fon  of  M' 
Jacob  j  &  M"  Polly  Miller  |  who  died  \  Oct'  1 4*''  1 799] 
aged  15  months  15  days. 

209.  In  Memory  of  j  Nancy  Miller  |  daughter  of  | 
Mr  Jacob  &  Mrs  Polly  |  Miller  who  died  |  Aug  23 
1 796  I  in  the  3"*  year  of  her  age. 

Moore. 

210.  In  Memory  of  |  Mr  [  Asa  Moore  |  who  died  ] 
June  I  1836  ]  aged  32  years. 

211.  In  Memory  of  ]  Josiah  Moore.  |  son  of  |  Mr. 
William  Moore.  |  who  died  |  Jan.  22  1812.  |  Aged  22. 

212.  In  memory  of  |  Mary  &  Hariet  Moore,  | 
Daughters  of  M'  Will"- 1  &  M"  Mary  Moore:  ) 
Mary  died  Sep'  9"*- 1  1796  aged  3  years:  |  Hariet 
died  Sep*  19*'^  [  1796  aged  i  year. 

213.  In  memory  of  |  Mrs.  Mary  Moore,  [  wife  of  | 
Mr.  William  Moore,  |  who  died  |  Dec'  24,  1809. 1 
^t.  41. 

214.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  Mary  Moore,  |  Consort 
of]  Mr.  Silas  Moore  |  who  died  [  Dec.  10  1815,  j 
Aged  76. 
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215-  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  Mary  Moore,  |  wife  of 
Mr.  WiLLARD  Moore,  I  who  died  I  Feb.   21,  i82i,| 
aged  45. 

216.  In  memory  of  |  Mr.|  WILLARD  MOORE| 
who  died  Feb.  13,  1859,  |  aged  83  yrs. 

Probably  the  last  interment  in  this  ground. 

217.  In  Memory  of  |  Mr.  |  William  Moore,  j  who 
died  I  June  5,  1833,  |  aged  68  years. 

Jttotoer. 

218.  ERECTED  I  In  memory  of  |  Ephraim  Mower 
Esq.  I  who  departed  this  life  |  Dec.  20, 1810.  |  JEt.  62. 

Married  Thankful  Hersey  of  Leicester,  and  kept  the  hotel  which 
stood  near  the  corner  of  Main  and  Mechanic  streets  on  the  site  now 
occupied  by  Clark's  Block.  Was  one  of  the  original  founders  of 
the  Second  Parish  Church  in  Worcester,  organized  in  1785,  and  at 
the  first  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  parish  called  for  the  election 
of  officers  in  1789,  Mr.  Mower  was  chosen  collector.  Selectman 
from  1790  to  1 8 10  inclusive.  Representative  to  the  General  Court 
from  1806  to  1 8 10,  and  Crier  of  the  Courts  from  1800  to  1807. 

219.  In  Memory  of  \  Mrs.  |  Huldah  Mower,  |  wife 
of  I  Ephraim  Mower,  Esq.  |  who  died  |  March  10. 
1828  I  in  the  82d  year  |  of  her  age.  . 

220.  ERECTED  I  In  memory  of  |  Lieu*  John  Mower| 
who  died  April  30,  1806,  |  Mt.  81. 

All  you  that  read  with  little  care. 
And  walk  away  and  leave  me  here, 
O  dont  forget  that  you  must  die. 
And  be  emomb'd  as  well  as  I. 

A  signer  of  the  Royalist  Protest  of  1774.  Numbered  among  the 
internal  enemies  by  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  in  May,  1775, 
and  disarmed. 

221.  In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Nancy  E.  Mower  |  Con- 
sort of  I  Capt.  Ephraim  Mower  |  who  died  |  Feb  18. 
1822,  j  Aged  30. 

Was  Nancy  Eliza  Lovcll.     Married  Aug.  19,  1810. 
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222.  In  Memory  of  I  Mrs.  |  Thankful  Mower,) 
relict  of  [  Lieut.  John  Mower,  [  who  died  Feb.  12, 
1836, 1  In  the  94  year  |  of  her  age. 

"  The  meiiioi7  of  ths  juit  ii  bloHd" 

223.  SACRED  I  To  the  Memory  of  [  Mr.  Thomas 
Mower,  |  who  departed  this  life  |  Sept'-  i4'''-  1800.  | 
aged  50  years  &  [  3  months. 

224.  ERECTED  I  In  memory  of  [  Miss  Sarah  Need- 
ham  |  a;^o(/«a'|  Nov  i  i8io|^t.  21. 

225.  SACRED  I  To  the  Memory  of }  Mr.  |  Benjamin 
Newpon.  1  who  died  July  3.  [  181 1. 1  in  the  57th  year| 
of  his  age. 

Varbrr. 

226.  JOHN  PARKER)  aged  91  years  )  WE L- 
THENA  ( his  wife  aged  69 years.  |  CHARLOTTE 
PARKER  1  aged  4  years. 

227.  In  )  Memory  of )  Mrs  Mary  Parker,  ]  Relict 
of  )  Doc*  Henry  Parker  I  and  daug'  of  |  Rev.  Eben' 
Grosvenor.  I  late  Minifler  of  Harvard  j  who  died 
May  8,  1802.  [>Et  25. 

By  adTcrTe  fortune  overbeme  I  fEll, 

But  my  RedHmer  (hill  ihi>  glooni  difpcl 
And  nifc  me  jtr/fal  to  (he  wnrld  of  lighl. 

228.  In  memory  of  |  Dorothy  Patch,  )  Dau''  of ) 
Mr  Henry  Patch  )  and  Mrs  Hannah  )  his  wife,  who 
died  )  July  18.  1802.  ]  aged  20  y'- 
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229.  In  memory  of  |  Mrs  Hannah  Patch  [  wife  of] 
Lieut.  Joseph  Patch,]  who  died  j  July  19.  182 1  | 
aged  60. 

Was  Hannah  Flagg.     Married  November,  1782. 

230.  This  I  monument  is  erected  |  In  Memory  of 
Mr.  I  Henry  Patch,  |  who  died  j  April  23,  1814,  |  -Sit 
56. 

Married  Hannah  Moore,  Feb.  8,  1 781. 

231.  In  memory  of  |  Lieut.  |  Joseph  Patch,  |  who 
died  I  April  8,  1836.  |  aged  76. 

232.  Erected  in  memory  |  of  |  Capt.  AZOR 
PHELPS  I  who  died  April  2.  1837,  |  aged  75  years. 

"  He  that  beliereth  in  me  though  he  were 
dead,  yet  shall  he  live." 

233.  Erected  in  memory  |  of  |  Mrs.  MARY 
PHELPS  I  wife  of  j  Capt.  Azor  Phelps.  |  who  died 
October  6,  18 14,  |  aged  53  years. 

"  So  man  lieth  down  and  riieth  not  till  the 
Heavens  be  no  more." 

Was  Miss  Mary  Tenny  of  Sutton.     Married  Nov.  i6,  1784. 

]9utnam. 

2  34.  IN  I  memory  of  |  Aaron  Putnam  |  fon  of  M^ 
Ifaac  I  &  M"  Martha  Putnam  |  born  Nov.  21*'  1797  | 
died  Sept  20*^  1 800 1  in  y*  3  y'  |  of  his  age. 

235.  In  Memory  of  |  Benjamin  B.  Putnam,  |  son 
of  Mr.  Abner  &  |  Mrs  Nancy  Putnam  |  who  died 
Oct^-  10  I  1809,  aged  j  22  months. 

236.  In  Memory  |  of  |  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Putnam.  | 
Relict  of  the  late  |  Ebenezer  Putnam  Esq*"*  [  of  St 
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John  New  Brunswick  |  who  departed  this  life  |  i8*^ 
January  1820  |  Aged  50  years. 

She  was  the  youngest  daughter  of  the  third  Judge  John  Chandler 
who  resided  in  Worcester. 

Ebenezer  Putnam  was  son  of  Hon.  James  Putnam,  the  able  lawyer 
and  royalist  refugee.  He  died  in  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  in  1798. 

237.  In  Memory  of  |  Ensign  |  Isaac  Putnam  | 
who  died  (April,  23.  1808.  |  Aged  45. 

238.  In  memory  of  |  JAMES  PUTNAM  |  Son  of 
Mr.  Eben*"  &  Mrs  Eliz*  Putnam,  |  late  of  St.  John, 
New  Brunswick,  and  |  Grandson  of  the  Hon.  James 
Putnam,  |  formerly  of  Worcester  |  who  having  grad- 
uated at  Harvard  Univerjity  \  &  commenced  a  stu- 
dent in  Physick,  |  In  this  purfuit  was  arrefled  |  By 
Death,  .|  On  the  18  of  August  1810  |  -ffit.  20.  |  This 
stone  is  erected  by  his  Mother. 

239.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  Martha  Putnam  |  Rel- 
ict of  I  Ens'^  Isaac  Putnam,  |  who  died  |  August  24. 
1816.  I  iEt.  52. 

Was  Martha  Adams,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Abigail  Adams. 

240.  In  Memory  of  |  MARTHA  MARI,  [  Daugh^ 
tcrof\  Mr.  Joel  &  Mrs.  |  Thankful  N.  Putnam.  | 
who  died  |  August  i,  1822,  |  aged  22  months. 

241.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  Thankful  N.  Putnam,| 
wife  of  I  Mr.  Joel  Putnam,  |  who  died  |  Oct.  3c, 
1822,  I  aged  32. 

Mrs.  Putnam  was  Thankful  N.  Salter  of  Shrewsbury. 
Joel  Putnam  was  son  of  Ensign  Isaac  Putnam. 

242.  IN  I  memory  of  |  William  Putnam  |  fon  of 
M^  I  Ifaac  &  M*^*  |  Martha  Putnam  |  who  died  \  Sep* 
30,  1796  I  in  the  6  y*"  |  of  his  age. 

H 
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243.  In  Memory  of  |  WILLIAM  PUTNAM, 
Son  of  I  Ens.  Isaac  &  Mrs.  |  Martha  Putnam,  |  who 
died  I  Sept.  16,  1822,  j  aged  23. 

Hear  !  what  the  voice  from  Heaven  proclaims 

For  all  the  pious  dead. 

Sweet  is  the  savor  of  their  names, 

And  soft  their  sleeping  bed. 

Hanbs. 

244.  Mr.  JOHN  RANKS,  1  died  July  7,  1835,  | 
**d  63  years. 

245.  PERSIS  RANKS,  |  daughter  of  |  Chris- 
topher  Ranks,  [  died  Jan.  2,  1847,  I  ^g^^  87  years. 

Xteati* 

246.  InMemoryofjDeaconEBENEZERREADI 
who  died  [  May  14,  1823,  |  in  the  82d  year  of  his 
age. 

The  memory  of  the  just  is  blessed. 

Came  to  Worcester  from  Milford  in  1794.  His  son,  Alexander 
Read,  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Nathan  Smith,  and  became  a  prom- 
inent physician  at  New  Bedford,  Mass. 

247.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  Mary  R^iad,  [  wife  of  | 
Deacon  Eben"^  Read.  |  who  died  Nov^  2,  1806  I  JEt 

63. 

The  memory  of  the  juft  is  blefled. 

248.  In  Memory  of  |  Miss  |  SARAH  READ  j 
who  died  |  April  7,  1834  |  aged  62  years. 

249.  In  Memory  of  |  Miss  Sylvia  Read.  |  daugh- 
ter of  Deacon  Eben^  \  &  Mrs  Mary  Read  \  who 
died  I  Ocf  20,  1 806  |  Mt  36. 

Hfce. 

250.  ELIPHAL  RICE, !  died  Sept.  21,  1845,1 
aged  83  years. 
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251.  Erected  |  In  memory  of  |  M^^-  EHfabeth  | 
Rice,  wife  of  |  M*"*  Silas  Rice,  |  who  deceased  ]  Sep* 
4,  1797,  I  in  the  43  year  of  |  her  age.  Also  |  In 
memory  of  Abraham  |  M.  Rice  fon  of  M""  Silas  &  | 
M"  EHfabeth  Rice  who  |  deceased  Aug't  5,  1795.  | 
in  the  7*^  year  of  his  age. 

252.  ERECTED  I  in  memory  of  |  Mr.  Lemuel  Rice 
JEt  66. 1  and  |  Mr  Luke  Rice  JEt  62.  |  who  died 
within  15  minutes  of  each  other  |  on  May  17  1806. 
Brothers  which  were  united  |  in  life  and  not  divided 
in  death. 

Lemuel  Rice  was  private  in  Capt.  David  Chadwick's  company 
that  marched  to  Hadley,  Aug.  28,  1777.  Jailor  from  1788  to  98. 
His  daughter  married  Benjamin  Russell,  editor  of  the  Boston 
*'  Columbian  Centinel." 

253.  In  Memory  of  |  Mary  Rice|daug^  of  Mr  Lem- 
uel I  &  Mrs  Abigail  Rice  |  who  died  ]  May  2  181 3 
iEt.  38. 

254.  In  Memory  of  |  Parley  Rice.  |  Son  of  |  Mr 
Elijah  &  I  Mrs  Patty  Rice,  |  who  died  |  Nov.  14, 
1827,  j  Aged  16. 

255.  MRS  PATTY,  I  wife  of  Elijah  Rice,  |  died 
at  Boylston,  |  Aug.  26.  1842,  |  aged  53. 

Was  daughter  of  Elder  Luther  Goddard, 

256.  In  Memory  of  |  Mr.  |  SILAS  RICE  |  who 
died  I  May  31,  1835,  JEt  86  years. 

257.  In  memory  of  \  Mr  |  THOMAS  RICE,  | 
who  died  |  Dec.  10,  1837, 1  -^t-  85. 

258.  SILVIA  RICH  i  Daughter  of  \  PETER 
RICH  I  died  |  Nov.  14,  1814,  |  age     13, 
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259.  Silvia  I  wife  of  |  Peter  Rich  |  died  Sept.  10, 
1840  I  aged  74  years. 

(Stone  broken  and  epitaph  missing.) 

"Peter  Rich  (colored)  died  Oct.  1854,  aged  94.  Mr.  Rich  was 
an  honest  and  industrious  citizen.  He  worked  for  Mr.  Waldo  and 
Gov.  Lincoln,  and  for  Messrs  Rice  and  Miller,  almost  his  whole 
life.  .  .  .  He  was  a  mechanic,  and  when  he  had  a  job  of  ditching 
to  do  in  water,  he  would  make  for  himself  a  pair  of  wooden  boots, 
which  answered  a  very  good  purpose." — Hersey, 

260.  In  memory  of  |  Dea.  David  Richards  |  who 
died  I  Jan.  29  1829  |  aged  78 

Lived  on  Mechanic  street,  near  Main  street,  and  afterwards  pur- 
chased the  Gates  farm  next  to  Capt.  Wiswall's.  Was  private  in 
Capt.  Benjamin  Flagg's  company,  April  19,  177$;  also  in  Capt. 
David  Chadwick's  company,  Aug.  28,  1777.  Deacon  of  the  Old 
South  Church  from  1801  to  1829. 

261.  In  memory  of  |  Mrs.  Rebecca  Richards  | 
wife  of  I  Deacon  David  Richards  |  who  died  |  Oct  1 3 
1834  I  aged  82. 

262.  In  Memory  of  |  LUCY  |  wife  of  |  Amos  Rob- 
bins  I  DIED  I  April  1 1 .  1 849. 1  Ag'd  50  yrs. 

Here  lies  our  Mother, 

llie  dearest  friend  we  erer  found. 

But  through  the  Lord's  unbounded  love. 

May  we  meet  her  in  realms  above. 

263.  In  memory  of  |  Mrs.  Sally  Rogers,  |  wife 
of  I  Henry  Rogers  |  Obit  June  6,  18 12  |  Mt  18. 

264.  DANIEL  GARDNER  I  son  of  I  Daniel  & 
Cynthia  Shepard  |  died  Oct.  18,  1826,  |  in  the  12*^ 
year  |  of  his  age. 


Ill 

265.  In  memory  of  |  Mr.  Charles  Smith  [  who 
died  I  Sept.  4,  1820  |  /Et  24. 

Stearns. 

266.  In  Memory  of  |  Mr.  Charles  Stearns,  |  who 
died  I  Nov.  17,  1828,  |  Aged  81. 

Was  tavern  keeper  at  New  Worcester. 

267.  In  memory  of  Mr.  |  Thomas  Stearns  |  wAo 
departed  this  life  \  March  26*^  18 11  in  his  40^^  year. 

Affliction  sore  long  time  I  bore 
Physicians  were  in  vain 
Till  God  saw  fit  to  do  no  more 
But  eas'd  by  death  my  pain 

StotoelU 

268.  Erected  To  the  Memory  of  j  Lieu*  Benj* 
Stow'ell,  I  who  died  |  Auguft  6,  1803.  |  iEt.  73. 

Beneath  this  ftone  deaths  prifoner  lies. 
The  ftone  (hall  move,  the  prifoner  rife. 
When  Jefus  with  almighty  word, 
Calls  his  dead  saints  to  meet  their  Lord. 

Was  lieutenant  in  Capt.  Johnson's  company  which  served  under 
Gen.  Amherst  in  the  campaign  of  1759.     Selectman,  1777. 

269.  In  Meniory  of  |  Mrs  Caty  Stowell.  |  wife 
of  I  Mr.  NatW|  Stowell,  |  who  died  May  12,  |  181 5, 
iEt.  44. 

Was  Caty  Bixby.     Married  April  17,  1792. 

270.  ERECTED  I  In  Memory  of  |  Mr.  David  Stow- 
ell, [  who  died  |  Oct'-  3,  1802,  |  iEt.  29. 

271.  In  Memory  of  |  Eliza  Stowell  |  daug*  of  Mr. 
NatW  &  I  Mrs.  Caty  Stowell,|  who  died  |  July  4, 1809. 
aged  9  months  |  19  days. 

272.  In  Memory  of|MRS  ELIZABETH  STOW- 
ELL  I  Wife  oi\  Lieut.  BENJ  STOWELL,  |  who 
died  I  March  26,  182 1,  |  iEt.  88. 

Was  Elizabeth  Parker  of  Framingham.     Married  Oct.  23,  1755. 
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273.  In  Memory  of  ]  Mr.  Palmer  Stowell  |  who 
died  I  Oct  18,  1820,  |  aged  24. 


Death  is  a  debt  to  nature  due 
Which  I  have  paid  and  so  must  you 

274.  William  Augustus  |  Only  son  of  |  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Stowell  |  was  drowned  May  19.  1827,  |  aged  6 
years  &  4  months 

Tis  hard  to  lose  the  little  pledge  cf  love, 
So  interesting  innocent  and  fair 
But  the  firm  hope  that  he  is  blest  above 
Consoles  the  bosom  agonized  with  care 

Sutton* 

275.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  Sarah  Sutton  |  wife 
of  I  Mr.  Thomas  Sutton  |  who  died  |  March  28, 182 1,| 
aged  26. 

276.  erected  j  in  memory  of  |  Mrs.  LOIS  TAY- 
LOR I  wife  of  Mr.  William  |  Taylor,  who  died  | 
Nov^-  10*^  1805,  in  I  the  70  Year  of  I  her  age. 

Was  Lois  Whitney  of  Leicester.     Married  Aug.  24,  1754. 

277.  The   Thomas    Tomb,   standing    near    the 

Northwest  corner  of  this  burial  ground,  was  constructed  in  1817 
at  an  expense  of  several  thousand  dollars.  It  is  substantially  built 
of  massive  blocks  of  stone,  the  interstices  having  been  originally  filled 
with  type  metal.     On  the  door  of  slate  is  the  inscription  : 

ISAIAH  THOMAS. 

BUILT  1817. 

Isaiah  Thomas  was  born  in  Boston.  Jan,  19,  1749.  ^^  early 
childhood  he  was  bound  apprentice  to  Zach'ariah  Fowle,  a  printer, 
with  whom  he  served  eleven  years.  At  the  age  of  1 7,  he  went  to 
Halifax,  N.  S.,  where  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  "  Halifax 
Gazette"  in  which  he  boldly  criticised  the  government  measures  then 
in  progress  for  the  taxation  of  the  colonists.     He  afterwards  went  to 
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Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  and  Charleston,  S.  C,  and  returned  to  Boston 
in  1770,  where  he  began,  in  partnership  with  his  old  master,  Zach- 
ariah  Fowle,  the  publication  of  The  Massachusetts  Sfy,  Thomas 
soon  after,  within  a  few  months,  assumed  the  sele  management  of  this 
paper,  which  became,  in  the  course  of  succeeding  events,  the  organ 
of  the  Patriot  cause.  His  boldness  in  giving  expression  to  his  senti- 
ments and  the  tone  of  the  articles  published  in  his  paper,  soon  brought 
him  into  difficulty  with  the  officers  of  the  Government,  and  subjected 
him  to  much  persecution.  Affiiirs  assuming  a  serious  aspect,  he  in  April,^ 
1775,  with  the  assistance  of  Joseph  Warren  and  Timothy  Bigelow, 
moved  his  press  and  types  to  Worcester,  where  he  resumed  the  pub- 
lication of  the  Spy,  maintaining  it  through  the  period  of  the  Revolu- 
tion under  many  difficulties.  He  was  appointed,  in  1775,  the  first 
postmaster  of  the  town,  an  office  he  held  for  more  than  twenty-five 
years.  After  the  war,  he  entered  extensively  into  the  printing  and 
publishing  business  in  Worcester  and  elsewhere ;  and  most  of  the 
bibles  and  school-books  as  well  as  many  standard  works  published 
at  that  time  in  the  United  States,  emanated  from  his  establishment. 
He  had  at  one  time  eight  book-stores  in  various  parts  of  the  country, 
and  published  three  weekly  newspapers  and  one  monthly  magazine. 
He  also  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  paper,  erecting  for  that  pur- 
pose a  mill  at  Quinsigamond.  (Succeeded  by  Elijah  Burbank,  see  note 
to  inscription.  No.  33.)  He  retired  permanently  from  business  in 
1802.  He  was  the  founder  and  first  president  of  the  American 
Antiquarian  Society  and  a  liberal  patron  of  that  institution.  His 
valuable  History  of  Printing,  recently  re-published,  forms  volumes 
V.  and  VI.  of  the  Transactions  of  that  Society. 

Mr.  Thomas  married  three  times.  His  first  wife  whom  he  mar- 
ried in  1769,  was  Mary,  daughter  of  Joseph  Dill  of  Bermuda.  She 
was  the  mother  of  his  two  children,  Mary  Anne  and  Isaiah.  He 
married  2d,  Mrs.  Mary  Fowle,  who  died  in  1818.  His  third  wife 
was  Miss  Rebecca  Armstrong  of  Roxbury. 

Isaiah  Thomas,  died  April  4,  1831. 

278.  *****  I  Daughter  of  |  Elisha&  Mary  Town 
died  Sept.  i8,  iSio  |  aged  i6. 
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279.  Mrs.  ACHSAH  |  wife  of  |  Dea.  |  Wm.  Trow- 
bridge I  died  Nov.  13,  1847, 1  ^g^d  88  years. 

Our  dear  mother. 

280.  In  memory  of  |  Mr  James  Trowbridge  |  who 
died  July  21,  1806  |  in  the  90  year  |  of  his  age. 

He  married  Lydia  Ward. 

281.  In  Memory  of  |  Deacon  |  William  Trow- 
bridge I  who  died  |  Sept.  30,  1833,  |  aged  82. 

When  sixteen  years  old,  he  was  private  in  Capt.  Timothy  Bige- 
low's  company  of  minute  men ;  also  private  in  Capt.  Jonas  Hub- 
bard's company ;  also  private  in  Col.  Thomas  Crafts'  regiment  of 
artillery.  Deacon  of  the  Second  Church  for  twenty  years  from 
1 807.  He  was  a  nephew  of  Edmund  Trowbridge  of  Newton,  succes- 
sively attorney-general  and  chief  justice  of  Massachusetts  from  1 749 

282.  In  Memory  of  |  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Tucker,  | 
born  at  Leicester  \  Jany  23.  A.D.  1734  O.S.  |  died  \ 
Sep"^  13  A.D.  1806.  !  Mt.  LXXIII. 

An  honest  man  is  the  noblest  work  of  God  : 

283.  Such  was  I  ENOS  TUCKER,  |  To  whose 
memory  this  |  Stone  is  erected,  |  he  died  June  19. 
1822, 1  in  the  56  year  |  of  his  age. 

Son  of  Benjamin  Tucker  of  Leicester,  and  a  harness-maker  by 
trade.  He  and  his  wife  were  among  the  original  members  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church  in  Worcester,  and  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Building  Committee  to  erect  their  first  house  of  worship. 

284.  In  Memory  of  |Mrs.  MARTHA  TUCKER| 
Relict  of\  Mr.  Benjamin  Tucker,  |  Born  at  Rox- 
bury  I  Dec.  28,  1 730,  |  Died  at  Worcester  |  Nov.  3, 
1820, 1  R\..  XC. 
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285.  MARY  daug"^  |  of  Mr.  Enos  &  |  Mrs.  Mary 
Tucker  [  who  died  |  Jan  15  181 1,  |  aged  3  years. 

So  faids  the  lovely  blooming  flower 
Frail  smiling  solace  of  an  hour 
So  soon  our  transient  comforts  fly 
And  pleasure  only  blooms  to  die 

286.  In  Memory  of  |  MARY  |  wife  of  Enos  Tuck- 
er,  I  who  died  |  July  10,  185 1  |  in  the  83d  year  |  of 
her  age. 

Farewell  mother. 

287.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  Lucy  Tufts,  |  Wife  of  | 
Mr,  Walter  Tufts,  |  who  died  |  March  9,  1824,  |  in 
the  57th  year  |  of  her  age. 

288.  In  Memory  of  |  Miss  Rebecah  Tufts,  |  who 
died  j  Sept.  18,  182 1,  |  in  the  28  year  |  of  her  age. 

289.  In  Memory  of  |  Mr.  Walter  Tufts,  |  who 
died  I  July  19,  1806,  |  in  the  40  year  |  of  his  age. 

290.  ERECTED  1  In  memory  of  |  Mr.  Asa  Ward  J^| 
who  died  Oct"^  29  181 7  in  j  the  39  year  of  hi3  |  age. 

Retire  my  friends  dry  up  your  tears 
I  must  lie  here  till  Christ  appears. 

He  married  Sally  While,  April  3,  1802. 

291.  In  memory  of  |  Mr.  Asa  Ward,  |  who  died  | 
June  27.  1818. 1  Aii.  70. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  American  Political  Society,  and  it  was 
At  his  house  that  this  society  was  organized  Dec.  27,  1773.  Private 
in  Capt.  Timothy  Bigelow's  company  of  minute  men,  April  19, 
1775.  He  was  father  of  Artemas  Ward,  register  of  deeds  from 
1821  to  1846. 

292.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  Hannah  Ward  |  wife 
of  I  Mr  Asa  Ward,  [who  died  |  August  24,  1814,! 
JEt.  78. 
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Was  Hannah  Hey  wood,  widow  of  the  first  Abel  Heywood,  and 
formerly  Hannah  Goddard  of  Brookline. 

293.  ERECTED  I   In    Memory   of  ]    Mr.    Phineas 
Ward,  |  who  died  |  Nov'  20,  1808.  |  JEt  79. 

Private  in  the  company  of  minute  men  under  the  command  of 
Capt.  Timothy  Bigelow,  which  left  Worcester  on  the  alarm  at  Lex- 
ington, April  19,  1775*  Also  in  the  company  under  the  command 
of  Capt.  Jonas  Hubbard  in  service,  near  Boston,  three  months,  the 
same  year. 

294.  SARAH  WARD,  |  daughter  of  |  Asa  Ward 
Jr.  I  died  Oct.  31,  1847,  |  aged  44  years. 

295.  IN  I  memory  of  |  M"  Miriam  Warden,  |  wife 
of  I  M"^  Samuel  Warden,  |  who  died  |  Aug^  5*^  1 797 


aged  61  years. 

296.  In  Memory  of  |  Mr.  ADRIAN  WEBB  |  who 
died  Feb.  7.  1830.  |  aged  62  years:  |  and  of  |  Mrs. 
HARRIET  RACHEL,  f  his  wife.  I  who  died  Nov. 
13.  1840. 1  aged  70  years. 

Was  a  barber,  having  a  shop  in  a  building  owned  by  Mr.  Isaiah 
Thomas,  then  situated  on  Court  Hill. 

297.  In  Memory  of  |  Harrison  [  son  of  Mr.  Reu- 
ben I  &  Mrs.  Sally  Wheeler.  |  who  died  |  Aug  23 
181 3  I  aged  13  months  |  19  days.  » 

298.  Austin's,  son  I  of  Austin  &  |  Rebecca  Whitej 
died  Oct.  7,  1843  |  -^.  2  y's  &  2  m 

299.  In  [memory  of  |  M^*  Eliza  White  |  zvAo  died\ 
Oct^  16**^  1798. 
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300.  In  Memory  of  |  Major  John  White,  |  who 
died  I  Feb"^  2^  i797«  I  aged  51  years. 

Retire  my  friends  dry  up  your  tear 
1  muft  lie  hear  till  Chhft  appears 

Mementor  mori 

301.  In  Memory  of  |  LOIS  WHITE  |  daug.  of 
Mr.  Nathan  |  &  Mrs.  Eunice  White,  |  who  died  | 
Aug.  6.  1814.  I  Mt  25. 

302.  In  Memory  of  |  Mr.  PETER  WHITE  j  who 
died  I  August  8,  1814,  |  JEt  31. 

303.  In  Memory  of  I  PETER  WHITE,  |  Son  of  | 
Mr.  Peter  &  j  Mrs  Sally  White.  |  who  died  [  March 
9.  1832, 1  Aged  18. 

304.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  Sarah  White,  [  wife  of 
Maj.  John  White,  I  who  died  |  Feb.  23.  1820,  |  ^Et. 

79- 

305.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  [ABIGAIL  WHIT- 
NEY  I  relict  of  |  Capt.  Josh.  Whitney,  |  who  died 
Oct.  5,  1838,  j  aged  94  years. 

Was  Abigail  Wood  of  Rutland.     Married  March  13,  1797. 

306.  ERECTED  I  In  memory  of  |  Cap*  Joshua  Whit- 
ney, I  who  died  |  May  7  1809  |  JEt  72. 

Sweet  were  the  hopes  that  cheer'd  hb  soul» 
Those  hopes  by  God  were  given. 
And  tho'  his  body  sleeps  in  dust 
His  soul  ascends  to  Heaven. 

He  lived  on  what  is  now  Millbury  street,  opposite  the  head  of  the 
present  Cambridge  street.  Was  captain  of  a  train  band,  and  was 
active  in  drilling  and  furnishing  men  for  the  revolutionary  army. 

An  original  member  of  the  American  Political  Society.  Was  one 
of  a  committee  appointed  by  the  town.  May  16,  1774,  to  report  in- 
structions to  be  observed  by  Mr.  Joshua  Bigelow,  the  Representative 
to  the  Genera]  Court. 
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307.  IN  I  pemory  of  |  M^^  Mary  Whitney  |  wife  of 
Cap*  Jofhua  Whitney  ]  who  died  July  4  |  1796  in  y* 
56  y"^  I  of  her  age. 


Friends  &  Phyficians  could  not  fave, 
My  mortal  body  from  ye  grave  ; 
Nor  can  ye  grave  confine  jne  here ; 
When  Chrift  (hall  call  me  to  appear. 

308.  In  Memory  of  |  Miss.  Clarissa  Wight,  | 
daughter  of  \  Mr.  Oliver  Wight,  |  died  |  Sept.  29, 
18 18, 1  aged  24. 

If  innocence  &  worth,  united  In  a 

lovely  form  of  youth 

Demand  the  tribute  of  a  tear,-vlt  may  be 

shed  for. her  who 

slumbers  here. 

309.  In  Memory  of  |  LieiiL  Isaac  Willard  \  who 
died  I  Dec.  26,  1805,  |  ^E.  80. 

310.  In  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  Lucy  Willard.  |  wife 
of\|  Mr.  Archibald  Willard.  |  who  died  [  March  24. 
1822, 1  aged  20  years  5  months,  |  &  24  days 

Was  Lucy  Ranks.     Married  March  22,  1821. 

Archibald  Willard  who  died  Oct.  9,  1 848,  kept  a  hotel  just  east 
of  the  corner  of  Pleasant  and  Mower  streets,  and  on  the  north  side 
of  the  road  (Pleasant  street,)  for  some  eighteen  years  previous  to  his 
death. 

311.  In  Memory  of  ]  Mrs.  Mercy  Willard  |  Rel^ 
ict  of  I  Lieut.  Isaac  Willard^  \  who  died  |  July  26, 
181 3, 1  Mt  67. 

tmiWivixas. 

312.  FRANCIS  I  Son  of  Mr.  Montague  |  &Mrs. 
Chloe  Williams.  |  Died  |  Feby  4, 1814.  [  Aged  4  years 

313.  ERECTED  I  In  memory  of  |  Mrs  Nabby  Wil- 
liams I  wife  of  Mr.  James  Williams.  \  who  died  | 
Feby-  I,  181 1. 1  iEt.  36. 
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314.  In  Memory  of  |  Mr.  Tylor  Willington, 
who  died  [  July  26.  182 1,  |  aged  42. 

He  married  Lucretia  Gleason,  Nov.  12,  1801. 

315.  In  Memory  of  |  TYLOR  PUTNAM,  |  only 
son  of  I  Mr  Tyler  &  Mrs  |  Lucretia  Willington  |  who 
died  I  Nov.  2,  182 1,  |  aged  2  years. 

316.  Eliza  |  Daughter  of  |  James  &  Sarah  Wil- 
son, i  Ob.  23"^^  March  |  1804.  ^t  10  days. 

The  Flight  of  Hope  furvey 

Of  restless  Hope  forever  on  the  wing 

High  perch'd  o'er  ev'ry  thought. 

317.  ERECTED  I  In  memory  of  |  Mrs.  Sarah  Wil- 
son. I  zvt/e  of  I  Mr.  Hugh  Wilson  &  \  daug^  of  \  Dea^ 
William  Trowbridge,  |  who  departed  this  life  in  | 
firm  hopes  of  a  better,  Sept.  |  26,  AD.  181 3.  j  ^Et.  33. 

318.  W"  Wise 

This  name  ^as  found  on  a  footstone. 

319.  In  Memory  of  |  Capt.  Ebenezer  Wiswell,  j 
who  died  |  Jan.  20,  1822.  |  aged  67. 

"  Through  life's  mysterious  vale,  from  day  to  day, 
Man,  wretched  pilgrim  joumies  on  his  way. 
While  but  a  little  onward  hangs  the  gloom 
That  hides  the  solemn  precincts  of  the  tomb. 

A  member  of  Capt.  Timothy  Bigelow's  company  of  minute  men 
which  left  Worcester  on  the  alarm  at  Lexington,  April  19,  1775. 
Private  in  a  company  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Jonas  Hubbard 
in  service  near  Boston  in  the  same  year.  Corporal  in  Capt.  William 
Gates'  company  in  Col.  Jonathan  Holman's  regiment  in  the  Con- 
tinental army.  He  married  Sally  Mahan  of  Boylston,  Dec.  25,  1792. 
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320.  ERECTED  I  In  Memory  of  |  Mr  Samuel  Wood- 
burn.  I  who  died  |  March  1 1,  1803.  |  iEt.  80. 

He  for  many  years  occupied  the  Hancock  estate  on  Lincoln  street. 
The  mansion  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present  fine  residence  of  Philip 
L.  Moen.  Thomas  Hancock  formerly  owned  this  property,  but  at 
his  death  about  1 764,  he  bequeathed  it  to  his  nephew  Gov,  John 
Hancock.  Previous  to  about  1781  at  which  time  Gov.  Levi  Lin- 
coln purchased  the  estate,  Mr.  Woodburn  kept  the  mansion  open  as 
a  boarding-house  to  accommodate  the  judges,  officers  and  attendants 
during  court  sessions.  He  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the 
Political  Society  in  1774. 

321.  IN  1  Memory  of  (  Leonard  Wor  |  cefter  fon 
of  I  M^  Leonard  &  |  M"^  Elizabeth  |  Worcefter,  |  died 
July  ift|  1795  aged  |  fix  months. 

This  was  the  first  interment  in  this  ground. 

Leonard  Worcester,  senior,  was  a  printer,  and  was  associated  with 
Isaiah  Thomas  in  the  printing  of  books,  and  the  publication  of  the 
Massachusetts  Spy.  Deacon  of  the  Old  South  Church  from  1797  to 
1801.     Afterwards  became  a  minister,  and  settled  in  Peacham,  Vt. 


That  Worcester  has  furnished  many  true  and  noble  patriots,  men 
with  broad  intellects  and  high  aspirations,  our  printed  roll  will  attest. 
There  the  family  names  of  persons  may  be  found  who  sacrificed 
home,  property,  and  even  life,  for  the  sake  of  principle — ^those  who 
were  ready  to  assert  the  right,  and  dared  to  maintain  it  by  argument, 
and  with  the  force  of  arms  if  need  be.  The  patronymic  of  many 
of  the  prominent  families  of  our  land  are  to  be  seen  among  the  list. 
Adams,  Andrew,  Allen,  Bigelow,  Chandler,  Curtis,  Flagg,  Gates, 
Lincoln,  Lovell,  Paine,  Putnam,  Rice,  Thomas,  Ward,  Wheeler,  are 
names  closely  identified  with  the  protracted  struggle  with  the  Indians 
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during  the  early  settlement  of  this  section  of  our  country,  the  French 
war,  and  still  later  in  the  long  and  fierce  contest  with  the  mother 
country  for  our  National  Independence,  and  also  with  those  civil 
strifes  and  contentions  out  of  which  grew  so  noble  a  governmental 
structure. 

Among  the  persons  found  to  be  without  monuments  in  the 
Mechanic  Street  Ground,  at  the  time  of  the  transcription,  were  those 
of  the  Allen  family  occupying  lot  No.  53.  Here  were  deposited 
the  bodies  of  Hon.  Joseph  Allen,  Dorothy  his  wife,  and  their  daughter 
Maria. who  died  in  1826,  aged  26  years,  a  young  lady  of  rare  intel- 
lectual tastes  and  accomplishments,  possessing  a  sweet  disposition  and 
a  generous  heart,  justly  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her.  Also  their 
children,  Elizabeth,  Charles  and  James,  all  of  whom  died  young.'*' 

Hon.  Joseph  Allen.  Born  in  Boston.  Sept.  2, 1 749.  His  father 
was  James  Allen,  a  merchant  tailor,  who  married  the  sister  of  Samuel 
Adams.  Was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Boston.  In  1771,  he 
entered  into  business  in  Leicester,  and  in  the  preliminary  movements 
of  the  Revolution  was  a  firm  and  ardent  whig.  He  removed  to 
Worcester  in  1776,  and  succeeded  Levi  Lincoln,  senior,  as  clerk 
of  the  courts,  which  office  he  held  for  thirty-three  years.  In  1779, 
he  was  chosen  by  the  town  a  committee  to  consider  and  report  such 
resolutions  as  they  deemed  proper  to  be  passed  relative  to  the  ap- 
preciation of  the  currency.  In  May,  1783,  he  was  a  member  of  a 
committee  appointed  to  draw  up  an  expression  of  the  sentiment  of 
the  town  in  relation  to  absentees  and  refugees.  Was  chosen  a  mem- 
ber of  the  1 1  th  Congress  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death 
of  Hon.  Jabez  Upham,  declining  at  the  same  time  a  nomination  to 
the  1 2th  Congress.  Was  a  member  of  the  Convention  to  frame  the 
constitution  of  Massachusetts  in  1779-80,  and  one  of  the  secretaries 
of  that  body.  Member  of  the  Executive  Council  from  1 8 1 5  to  1818, 
and  twice  a  member  of  the  Electoral  College  of  Massachusetts.  One 
of  the  founders  of  the  Leicester  Academy.     He  married  Dorothy 

*  Rev.  George  Allen,  also  a  son  of  Hon.  Joseph  Allen,  born  Feb.  zst,  1799.  Graduate  of 
Yale  College,  18x3.  Studied  theology  with  Rev.  Dr.  Andrew  Yates  in  Union  College,  and 
ordained  minister  in  Shrewsbury,  Nov.  19,  1833,  a  colleague  with  Rev.  Dr.  Joseph  Sumner, 
and  after  his  death,  Mr.  Allen  was  sole  pastor  until  1839,  after  which  for  nearly  twenty 
years  he  officiated  as  chaplain  at  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital  in  Worcester  in  which  city  he 
now  resides  in  the  86th  year  of  his  age.  The  compilers  of  this  work  are  indebted  to  hjm  for 
many  suggestions  and  much  valuable  information. 
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Kingsbury  of  East  Hartford^  Connecticut.  She  died  May,  1 802.  He 
died  Sept.  2,  iSiy,  aged  78.  No  monument  was  ever  erected  over 
his  remains. 

Samuel  Allen,  Senior,  brother  of  Hon.  Joseph  Allen  was  born 
in  Boston  and  came  to  Worcester  in  1776.  He  received  his  educa- 
tion at  the  Latin  School  in  Boston  under  the  celebrated  Master  John 
Lovell.  He  married  for  his  first  wife,  Elizabeth  Honeywood,  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  John  Honeywood  of  Leicester,  an  Englishman  by  birth 
and  education,  and  a  surgeon  in  the  American  army  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. Dr.  Honeywood  was  father  of  St.John  Honeywood  who 
graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1782,  and  author  of  a  volume  of  Po- 
ems, one  of  which  was  famous  in  its  day,  entitled  "  Darby  and  Joan." 
Mrs.  Honeywood,  (the  Dr's  wife,)  was  daughter  of  Hon.  Thomas 
Steele  of  Leicester,  a  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for 
Worcester  County.  For  his  second  wife,  Mr.  Allen  married  a 
daughter  of  Gen.  Timothy  Newell  of  Sturbridge.  He  was  for 
forty-nine  years,  from  1781  to  1830,  Treasurer  for  Worcester 
County,  often  receiving  every  vote  in  the  county  for  that  office.  He 
died  Dec.  26,  1830,  aged  73. 


The  following  were  buried  in  the  Mechanic  Street  Ground,  and 
afterwards  removed  to  other  Cemeteries  : 

Francis  Blake,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  of  his  time. 
Bom  in  Rutland,  Mass.  A  graduate  of  Harvard  College  1789.  He 
studied  law  with  the  Hon.  John  Sprague  of  Lancaster,  and  was  admit- 
ted to  the  bar  in  1 794.  Practiced  in  Rutland,  and  removed  to  Wor- 
cester in  1802.  State  Senator,  1810-11.  Clerk  of  the  Courts, 
1 8 16  to  his  death.  He  delivered  Fourth  of  July  orations  in  Wor- 
cester, in  1 796  and  1 8 1 2,  which  were  printed.  He  possessed  all 
the  qualifications  of  the  true  orator.  His  body  was  removed  from 
the  Mechanic  Street  Ground  to  Rural  Cemetery,  where  may  be  seen 
on  the  original  stone,  the  inscription 

FRANCIS  BLAKE 

Born  Oct.  14,  1774 
Died  Feb.  23,  1817. 

^(Mtfte  Eioquentia  Fortnsis  FacUe  Princess. 
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Levi  LincoLpI^  Sen.,  was  son  of  Enoch  Lincoln  of  Hihgham. 
Their  ancestor,  Samuel,  came  from  Hingham,  County  of  Norfolk, 
England,  in  1627.  Levi  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith.  After- 
wards entered  Harvard  University,  and  graduated  in  1772.  Studied 
law  with  Daniel  Farnham,  Esq.,  of  Newburyport  and  Maj.  Joseph 
Hawley  of  Northampton.  In  April,  1775,  he  marched  as  a  volunteer 
with  the  minute  men  to  Cambridge,  and  soon  afterwards  came  to 
Worcestei*.  Was  a  member  of  many  important  local  revolutionary 
committees.  Was  appointed  Clerk  of  the  Courts  in  1776.  Judge 
of  Probate  from  1777  to  178 1.  In  1779,  was  designated  to  prose- 
cute the  claims  of  the  government  to  the  estates  of  the  refugees  con- 
fiscated under  the  Absentee  Act.  Delegate  to  the  convention  in 
Cambridge  for  framing  a  State  Constitution.  Elected  in  1781  rep- 
resentative to 'the  Continental  Congress,  but  declined.  Representa- 
tive to  the  General  Court  in  1 796.  Member  of  the  State  Senate  in 
1 797.  About  this  time  he  wrote  a  series  of  papers  called  '*  Farm* 
er's  Letters,"  in  opposition  to  the  Administration  of  John  Adams. 
In  I  ScxD,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  seventh  Congress.  In 
1 80 1,  he  was  appointed  by  President  Jefferson,  Attorney  General 
of  the  United  States,  which  office  he  held  for  nearly  four  years. 
In  1 806,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Council  of  Massachusetts. 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  1 807-1 808,  and  on 
the  decease  of  Gov.  Sullivan  in  1808,  he  discharged  the  duties  of 
chief  magistrate  for  the  unexpired  term.  He  was  again  elected 
councillor  in  18 10  and  in  181 1.  In  181 1,  he  was  offered  the  posi- 
tion of  associate  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
by  President  Madison,  but  declined  the  honor.  He  was  an  original 
member  of  the  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  long  at  the  head 
of  the  Massachusetts  bar.  His  sons,  Levi  and  Enoch,  were  Govern-^ 
ors  of  States,  and  another  son,  William,  was  the  historian  of  Wor> 
cester.     Born  May  5th,  1749.     Died  April  14th,  1820,  aged  71. 

His  remains  were  removed  to  Rural  Cemetery. 


Correction. — In  note  under  No.  17,  page  19,  last  line,  in  place 
of  *•  Thomas  Jr.  of  Charlestown,"  read  James  Barber. 

16 
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The  following  inscription  was  taken  from  a  stone  now  standing  in 
a  field  near  Nelson  Place  in  the  northern  part  of  the  city,  in  which 
locality  once  stood  the  pest  house  : 

Memento  mori. 

In  Memory  of  |  Mrs  Elizabeth  Blake  |  wife  of  |  Mr 
Increase  Blake  |  who  died  |  of  small  pox  |  Nov'  y* 
22^  AD.  1792, 1  aged  61  years. 

The  sweet  remcmbnuice  of  the  just 
Shall  flourish  when  they  sleep  in  dust. 

She  was  Elizabeth  Bridge,  and  the  second  wife  of  Mr.  Increase 
Blake,  his  first  wife  having  been  Ann  Crafts  of  Boston,  where  she 
died.  Mr.  Blake  was  born  in  Boston,  Oct.  28,  1726,  and  moved  to 
Worcester  just  after  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  He  was  a  tin  plate 
worker,  having  a  shop  or  store  in  Boston  on  King  street,  now  State 
street,  and  because  of  his  refusal  to  make  canteens  for  the  royal 
troops  was  driven  from  the  place.  He  found  refuge  in  Worcester, 
where  he  continued  at  his  trade,  having  a  shop  near  Lincoln  Square. 
He  died  Feb.  28,  1795. 


At  the  time  of  making  the  excavations  for  Mr.  Jonathan  Grout's 
Block  on  Main  Street,  opposite  Elm  Street,  June  8th,  1870,  a  slab 
was  found  bearing  the  following  inscription  : — "  Here  lies  the  body 
of  Elizabeth  Willard,  wife  of  Jonathan  Willard,  who  died  July  4, 
1720,  aged  38  years."  She  is  said  to  have  been  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  (Hapgood)  Whitney  of  Framingham.  Her  hus- 
band resided  at  what  is  now  South  Worcester.  Remnants  of  tomb- 
stones have  at  other  times  been  found  near  this  locality.  But  it  is  a 
matter  of  conjecture  whether  interments  were  ever  made  on  this  spot 
or  not. 


ADDENDUM 


TO  THE 

Inscriptions  from  the  Old  Burial  Grounds 

IN 

WORCESTER.  MASSACHUSETTS. 


1879. 


EXPLANATORY  PREFACE. 


The  very  generous  appreciation  with  which  the  publication  of 
the  Inscriptions  from  the  Old  Burial  Grounds  in  Worcester 
was  received,  has  given  the  Society  encouragement  to  issue  a  sup- 
plement to  that  portion  relating  to  the  Mechanic  Street  Ground. 
Little  did  we  realize,  at  the  time  those  records  were  transcribed, 
that  within  so  short  a  period,  that  historic  spot  would  be  called 
upon  to  give  up  its  dead  ;  but  in  this  rapid  current  of  progress  and 
improvement  even  the  sanctity  of  the  tomb  or  the  sacred  ashes  of 
the  dead  present  no  check  to  the  onward  rushing  tide.  The  fen- 
cied  public  needs  must  be  supplied,  even  at  the  cost  of  desecrating 
the  graves  of  our  fathers. 

It  had  been  proposed  to  extend  Foster  Street  along  the  north- 
ern border  of  this  cemetery ;  but,  as  is  often  the  case  in  dealing 
with  perplexing  questions,  there  was  a  sudden  change  in  affairs. 
At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  held  February 
17th,  1877,  the  following  was  passed  : 

"Ordered,  that  the  Mayor,  in  behalf  of  the  Board,  be  authorized  to  con- 
cur with  the  relators  in  the  petition  for  mandamus  now  pending  in  court,  or 
with  their  counsel,  in  obtaining  the  legislation  necessary  to  allow  the  con- 
struction of  the  extension  of  Foster  Street  substantially  as  provided  in  the 
plans  submitted  by  Mr.  Barnard  and  Mr.  Nelson,  instead  as  now  provided 
by  law."  • 

This  change  as  agreed  upon  by  the  passage  of  the  above  order, 
made  the  street  run  diagonally  through  the  burial  ground,  and 
although  a  strong  effort  was  put  forth  in  opposition  to  this  re- 
location, yet  nothing  could  shake  the  determination  of  the  friends 
of  the  scheme  ;  and  this  home  of  the  dead  must  be  sacrificed. 
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May  7th,  1877,  the  City  Council  adopted  the  following  ; 

"Ordered^  that  a  joint  special  committee  be  appointed  to  report  to  the 
City  Council  as  soon  as  may  be,  what  arrangements  can  be  made  to  remove 
the  bodies  from  that  part  of  the  Mechanic  Street  Bur3dng  Ground  which  will 
be  taken  by  the  extension  of  Foster  Street,  and  whether  it  is  advisable  to  re- 
move the  bodies  from  other  parts  of  said  burying  ground,  and  if  so,  what 
arrangements  can  be  made  therefor.'' 

That  committee  was  composed  of  Mayor  C.  B.  Pratt ;  Alder- 
men Samuel  D.  Harding  and  George  P.  Kendrick  ;  President  of 
the  Council,  George  E.  Boyden  ;  and  Councilmen  Ellery  B.  Crane, 
Thomas  Monahan  and  Albert  A.  Lovell  After  a  careful  con- 
sideration of  all  matters  in  point,  they  made  a  report  recommend- 
ing that  all  the  bodies  be  removed,  which  was  accepted  by  the 
City  Council,  July  i6th,  1877,  and  the  following  order  adopted  : 

"Ordered,  that  the  Joint  Special  Committee  appointed  under  an  order  of 
the  City  Council,  adopted  May  7th,  current,  to  see  what  arrangements  can 
be  made  to  remove  the  bodies  from  the  Mechanic  Street  Burial  Ground,  be 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  cause  all  the  bodies  to  be 
removed  from  said  burial  ground  to  such  place  or  places  as  may  be  provided 
by  those  having  friends  interred  there  or  as  the  committee  may  think  fit  and 
proper,  the  expense  thereof  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  con- 
struction of  Foster  Street  when  the  same  shall  be  made.  Estimated  expense 
not  to  exceed  four  thousand  dollars." 

Still  there  was  such  a  strong  feeling  of  aversion  existing  in  the 
City  Council  towards  constructing  that  street,  that  the  season 
passed  by,  and  with  the  opening  of  the  new  year,  a  new  city  gov- 
ernment came  into  power ;  and  on  finding  that  there  was  no  es- 
cape, the  order  of  the  court  must  be  obeyed.  The  following  was 
adopted  February^  18th,  1878  : 

"Ordered,  that  a  Joint  Special  Committee  be  appointed,  with  instructions 
to  report  as  soon  as  convenient  what  action  can  be  taken  in  relation  to  ob- 
taining more  land  for  the  enlargement  of  Hope  Cemetery  and  on  what  terms 
it  can  be  obtained;  and  that  said  committee  be  and  that  they  are  hereby  au- 
thorized to  make  contracts  for  and  to  take  such  action  as  they  deem  proper 
to  remove  the  bodies  from  Mechanic  Street  Burial  Ground,  or  such  portions 
thereof  as  may  be  ilecessary  for  the  construction  of  Foster  Street  extension, 
the  expense  thereof  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  extension  of 
Foster  Street,  when  the  same  shall  be  made." 

This  committee  was  composed  of  William  Dickinson  and  Henry 
A.  Marsh  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  ;  Albert  A.  Lovell, 
Ellery  B.  Crane  and  Frank  E.  Lancaster  on  the  part  of  the  Coun- 
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cil ;  and  subsequently  the  Mayor,   Charles  B.  Pratt,  and  George 
E.  Boyden,  President  of  the  Council  were  added  to  the  committee. 

The  contract  for  removing  the  remains  was  awarded  to  Messrs. 

George  Sessions  &  Sons,  experienced    undertakers,  and   under 

their  superintendence  II  i6  bodies  were  taken  up  and  deposited 

^in  other  places  of  burial,  most  of  them  in  the  lot  provided  by  the 

City  at  Hope  Cemetery. 

In  the  former  publication  330  names  of  persons  buried  in  the 
Mechanic  Street  Ground  were  printed.  The  Committee  present  in 
the  following  pages  the  record  of  100  more.^  These  additional 
names  and  dates  were  obtained  from  coffin  plates,  from  head  stones 
which  had  been  overlooked  in  the  previous  survey  or  were  found 
buried  beneath  the  surface,  and  from  friends  and  relatives  of  the 
deceased  who  visited  the  ground  in  search  of  their  remains.  The 
Committee  gave  personal  attention  to  this  work,  using  great  care 
in  the  authentication  of  the  information  thus  obtained,  and  it  is 
believed  that  the  work  will  be  found  tolerably  free  from  defect 

To  render  this  publication,  to  a  specified  time,  complete,  the 
record  of  deaths  in  Worcester  from  171 7  to  1825, — omitting,  of 
course,  the  names  which  appear  in  the  Inscriptions, — has  been 
copied  from  the  books  in  the  office  of  the  City  Clerk,  and  is  here- 
with supplied. 

This  Addendum  is  paged  continuously  with  the  book  of  In- 
scriptions issued  last  year,  and  is  intended  to  be  bound  with  it. 
At  the  end  will  be  found  an  Index  of  names  to  the  entire  work. 


i" 
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*jjt*  The  Numbers  given  in  the  Notes  in  the  following  pages, 
refer,  unless  otherwise  stated,  to  the  Mechanic  Street  Inscriptions 
ill  the  body  of  the  work. 


Additional  Names  and  Inscriptions 

FOUND  IN 

THE    BURIAL    GROUND 

On  Mechanic  Street, 


1.  Harriet  Adams,  aged  12. 

She  was  the  daughter  of  Rufus  Adams.   (No.  4-) 

miltn. 

2.  Abigail  Allen. 

Sister  of  the  wife  of  Reuben  Knight,  and  was  buried  in  his  lou 

3.  Elizabeth  Allen,  died  May  13th,  1795,  aged  9 
years. 

4.  Miss  Maria  Allen,  aged  33  years.  Died  May 
20th,  1826. 

The  last  two  were  daughters  of  Hon.  Joseph  Allen.  Elizabeth 
must  have  been  the  first  person  buried  in  this  ground  instead  of 
Leonard  Worcester,  Jr.,  as  was  stated  on  page  lio.  Her  death 
occurred  some  six  weeks  before  his. 

5.  Richard  Allen,  died  August  30,  1839,  a.  66. 
Buried  in  Leonard  Worcester's  lot. 
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6.  Augusta  Bigelow,  born  1808,  died  1842* 

Daughter  of  Silas  Bigelow.  (No.  1 7. )  She  was  a  teacher  in  the 
South  ;  was  shipwrecked  on  her  return  home,  and  contracted  the 
sickness  of  which  she  died. 

7.  Esther  Biscoe,  d.  1826,  a.  90. 

Buried  in  Willard  Moore's  lot. 

8.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Fidelity  Blackman,  born  on 
Long  Island.  Aged  80.  Mother  of  Isaiah  Thomas. 
Died  Jan.  14,  1798. 

The  stone  from  which  the  above  was  copied,  was  placed  over  a 
receptacle  in  the  Thomas  tomb  containing  the  remains  of  Mrs. 
Blackman.     Her  maiden  name  was  Grant 

9.  Mrs.  Hannah  Brooks,  a.  96.     Dec.  6,  18 19. 

10.  Charlotte  Caldwell,  d.  Aug.  1805,  a.  4-. 

Wife  of  Sheriff  Caldwell  and  sister  of  Francis  Blake. 

11.  John  W.  Caldwell,  d.  June  18,  1804,  a.  23. 

Son  of  Sheriff  Caldwell.  Another  son,  Joseph  Blake  Caldwell, 
died  1 8 13. 

12.  William  Caldwell,  d.  July  5,  1805,  a.  52. 

Was  High  Sheriff  of  Worcester  County  from  1793  to  1805. 
Some  time  before  his  death,  in  consequence  of  ill  health  and  men- 
tal depression,  he  attempted  suicide,  and  was  found  by  his  son 
on  Frost  Hill,  with  his  throat  cut.  He  recovered  from  the  wound 
but  died  a  short  time  after. 

13.  Mr.  Benjamin  F.  Casey,  a.  24,  d.  May  15,  1828 
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14.  Clark  Chandler,  d.  1804. 

Town  Clerk  1768  to  1775.  He  was  loyalist  in  the  Revolution; 
was  imprisoned  for  a  time,  but,  on  account  of  filing  health,  was 
released  and  allowed  to  reside  in  Lancaster.  While  Town  Clerk 
he  entered  upon  the  records  a  protest  of  the  tories  against  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  whigs  and  caused  the  same  to  be  published  in  the 
Boston  newspapers.  This  record  his  indignant  townsmen  com- 
pelled him  to  obliterate  in  open  meeting,  which  he  did  by  dipping 
his  fingers  in  ink  and  drawing  them  over  the  page.  After  the  Rev- 
olution he  returned  to  Worcester,  where  he  resided  until  his  death. 

15.  N.  C.  (Nathaniel  Chandler)  JEt.  51.  1801. 

Nathaniel  Chandler  was  son  of  Col.  John  Chandler  and  was 
born  in  Worcester,  Nov.  6,  1750.  He  was  early  a  pupil  of  the 
elder  President  Adams  when  he  kept  school  in  Worcester,  who 
was  wont  to  speak  of  his  scholar  as  possessing  fine  abilities.  He 
afterwards  was  under  the  tutorship  of  Rev.  Mr.  Harrington  of  Lan- 
caster and  graduated  at  Harvard  University  in  1 768.  He  studied 
law  with  James  Putnam  and  was  called  to  the  Bar  in  177 1.  At 
the  breaking  out  of  hostilities,  he  joined  the  English,  and  for  a 
time  commanded  a  corps  of  volunteers  in  the  British  service  in 
New  York.  From  New  York  he  went  to  England ;  returned  to 
this  country  in  1784,  and  engaged  extensively  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  Petersham,  Mass.  This  he  relinquished  on  account  of  ill 
health  and  removed  to  Worcester,  where  he  died  March  7,  1801. 

16.  Adaline  Clements. 

Daughter  of  Moses  and  Sarah  Clements,  d.  Dec.  17,  1850,  a,  48 

17.  Moses  Clements. 

Bom  in  Haverhill,  Mass,  in  1748  Came  to  Worcester  in  1814 
and  purchased  the  Moore  estate  at  South  Worcester,  afterwards 
owned  by  Deacon  Nathaniel  Brooks,  where  he  died,  April  8,  181 5. 

18.  In  memory  of  Nathan  W.,  son  of  Mr.  Moses 
&  Mrs.  Beulah  Clements,  who  died  ****  10,  18 16. 
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Son  of  Moses  Clements,  Jr. ,  who  married  Beulah  Trowbridge, 
and  grandson  of  the  preceding.  He  was  drowned  at  New  Worces- 
ter.    (See  No.  64. ) 

19.  Sarah  Clements,  wife  of  Moses  Clements,  Sr. 

She  was  Sarah  Bailey  of  West  Newbury,  Mass.  Died  Oct.  12, 
1 84 1,  aged  83  years. 

20  Charles  William  Clough,  d.  1861. 

Colored.     Grandson  of  Peter  Rich,  Sr. 

CurtfH* 

2 1  -24.  Samuel  Curtis,  Jr.  and  his  children,  Samuel, 
Abigail  and  Ephraim. 

See  Inscription  No.  69. 

25.  Alpheus  Eaton. 

Alpheus  Eaton,  Senior,  son  of  Thomas  Eaton,  died  June  12, 
1832,  aged  67.  His  son  Alpheus  died  July  14,  1833,  aged  47. 
To  which  of  these  the  above  name  belonged,  the  committee  were 
unable  to  ascertain. 

26.  Annis  Eaton,  2d.  wife  of  Alpheus,  d.  Nov.  10, 
1856,  a.  73  y.  3  m. 

27.  Frank  Eaton,  son  of  Alpheus,  d.  Nov.  17th, 
1848,  a.  34. 

28.  George  Eaton,  son  of  Alpheus,  d.  April  14, 
i855»  a.  37- 

29.  Samuel  Eaton,  d.  Jan.  14,  i8qo,  a.  22. 

iTfrltt- 

30.  Miss  Sarah  Field.     March  12,  1830. 

iTteflfl. 

31.  David  Flagg,  d.  April,  1805,  a.  47. 
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A  Sincere  Christian  triumphs  o^er  the  tomb, 

32.  Beneath  this  stone  are  the  remains  of  Mrs. 
Rebecca  Fowle,  mother  of  Mrs.  Mary  Thomas.  Born 
in  Boston,  Dec.  27th,  1727.    Died  July  17th,  1803. 

Life's  theatre  as  yet  is  shut,  and  death. 
Strong  death  alone  can  heave  the  massy  bar, 
This  gross  impediment  of  clay  remove. 
And  make  us,  embryos  of  existence,  free. 

From  the  Thomas  tomb. 

33.  Elizabeth  Gates,  died  July  29,  1858,  aged  64 
years,  10  months. 

34.  Nancy,  daughter  of  Samuel  &  Eunice  Gates, 
died  May  7,  18 10,  aged^2  years,  9  mo.  &  21  days. 

She  bade  her  dearest  friends  a  sad  adieu, 

No  more  we  hear  her  song; 
Her  little  grave  is  all  we  view 

Since  she  is  dead  and  gone. 

35.  James  Gleason,  d.  Jan.  10,  1844,  ^t.  60. 

Son  of  Jonathan  Gleason  and  brother  of  Captain  John  Gleason. 
(See  Nos.  123-4.) 

36.  James  F.  Gleason,  d.  1834,  a.  20. 

Son  of  Captain  John  Gleason.     He  died  while  in  college. 

37.  Mr.  Phineas  Gleason,  a.  56.     Dec.  26,  . 

38.  Sarah  Gleason,  d.  1823,  a.  5. 

Daughter  of  Captain  John  Gleason. 

39.  Mr.  Silas  Gleason,  d.  April,  1806,  a.  36. 

40.  Susanna  Gleason,  d.  June  28,  1825,  a.  41. 

Wife  of  James  Gleason.  She  was  Susanna  Simonds  of  Holden, 
sister  of  Captain  John  Gleason's  wife. 

41.  Susanna  Gleason,  d.  181 1,  a.  7  months. 

Daughter  of  James  Gleason. 
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42-43.  Samuel  and  Hannah,  children  of  Noah  and 
Lois  Harrington. 

See  Inscription  No.  153.  * 

44.  Silas  Harrington,  d.  June,  183 1,  a.  79. 

He  owned  and  lived  on  Grafton  Hill.  His  first  wife  was  Mind- 
well  Willington.  (No.-  154.) 

45.  Lydia  Johnson,  d.  18 19,  a.  44. 

Wife  of  Benjamin  Johnson. 

46.  Peter  Johnson,  d.  1798. 

47.  Timothy  Johnson. 

Father  of  Nahum  Johnson.  (No.  183.) 

IKnffiht. 

48-54.  Reuben  Knight,  Hannah,  his  wife,  and 
their  children,  Silas,  Sewell,  George,  Hannah  and 
Abigail. 

See  Inscription  No.  191. 

55.  Mrs.  Eliza  T.  Knox,  died  Dec.  23,  1825,  aged 
41. 

Her  maiden  name  was  Reed,  of  Thomaston,  Maine.  She 
married  in  1803,  Henry  Jackson  Knox,  eldest  son  of  Gen.  Henry 
Knox  of  Revolutionary  fame.  She  was  divorced  from  him,  he  be- 
ing of  intemperate  habits.  He  was  bom  in  1780  and  died  sud- 
denly, Oct.  9,  1832.     They  had  no  children. 

After  separating  from  her  husband,  she  lived  for  a  time  in  Ux- 
bridge,  Mass. ;  afterwards  was  housekeeper  for  Isaiah  Thomas  in 
Worcester,  in  whose  house  she  died  suddenly  while  in  apparent 
health.  Her  remains  were  deposited  in  the  Thomas  tomb.  She 
was  a  woman  of  more  than  ordinary  ability  and  culture. 
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56.  Mrs.  Abigail  Lovel. 

She  was  Abigail  Kingsbury. 

57.  Samuel  Marsh,  a.  2  years. 

Grandchild  of  Reuben  Knight . 

58.  Miss  Mary  M.  Martin,  aged  25.   May  9,  1836. 

59.  George  Merriam,  d.  Aug.  22,  1802,  a.  29. 

Bookseller  and  Bookbinder.  He  kept  a  store  on  the  place  now 
occupied  by  Taylor  and  Goodnow's  marble  building,  on  Main 
Street,  between  Pleasant  and  Pearl  Streets.  He  married  Dolly, 
daughter  of  Rev.  Dr.  Sumner  of  Shrewsbury. 

ft 

60.  Joseph  Mixter. 

61.  In  memory  of  Francis  C.  Mills,  son  of  Mr. 
Richard  &  Mrs.  Adline  Mills.  Born  Jan.  28,  1825. 
Died  July  30,  1826. 

No  pain  nor  grief  or  anxious  fear 
Can  reach  this  lonely  sleeper  here. 

ittoore. 

62.  Alexander  Moore,  d.  Jan.  6,  1833,  ^-  3^- 

63.  Ephraim  Curtis  Moore,  d.  Jan.  8,  183 1,  a.  16. 

Sons  of  Willard  Moore.  (No.  216.) 

64.  Lucy  Moore. 

Daughter  of  William  Moore.  (No.  217.) 

65.  Mary  M.  Moore,  d.  July,  1833. 

Second  wife  of  Willard  Moore.     She  was  a  widow  Maynard. 
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66.  Mrs.  Ruth  Moore. 

Second  wife  of  William  Moore.    She  was  Ruth  Rand  of  Rindge, 
N.  H. 

67.  Joel  Putnam,  d.  Oct.  11,  1858,  a.  69  y.  8  mo. 

See  Inscription  No.  241. 

68.  Christopher  Ranks,  d.  18 15,  a.  94. 

69.  Grace  Ranks,  wife  of  John  Ranks,  d.  June  24, 
1853,  a.  77. 

70.  Mary  Ranks,  d.  Aug.  13,  1840,  a,  77. 

71.  Sally  Ranks,  d.  Sept.  15,  1800.  a.  3. 

72.  In  memory  of  Samuel  T.  W.  Read,  son  of  Mr. 
Samuel  T.  &  Mrs.  Abigail  Read,  who  died  Dec.  26, 
1822,  aged  II  months. 

73.  Peter  Rich,  Sr. 

See  note  to  No.  259. 

74.  Peter  Rich,  Jr.,  d.  Nov.  1866,  a.  73. 

75.  Clara  W.  Rich,  d.  Dec.  1863,  a.  52. 

76.  Lucy  S.  Rich,  d.  Aug.  1852,  a.  33. 

77.  Lucy  Robbins,  wife  of  Amos  Robbins,  bom 
1799,  died  1849. 

Daughter  of  Silas  Bigelow.  (No.  17.) 

Sbtott. 

78.  Mary  Ann  Scott,  d.  1843,  ^t.  34. 

Colored.     Daughter  of  Peter  Rich,  Sr. 
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79-  In  memory  of  Capt.  Andrew  Slater,  who  died 
May  6,  1825,  aged  35. 

Son  of  Peter  Slater,  one  of  the  famous  Boston  Tea  Party,  Dec. 
16,  1773.  Peter  Slater  was  a  rope  maker  by  trade.  He  came  to 
Worcester  from  Boston  ;  bought  the  estate  now  occupied  by  the 
Quinsigamond  Bank  and  adjacent  buildings,  and  erected  a  rope- 
walk  in  the  rear.  He  was  captain  of  the  Worcester  Artillery  and 
was  Selectman  1818-21.  He  died  Oct.  13,  1831,  aged  71.  His 
remains  were  removed  to  Hope  Cemetery,  a  few  years  since,  where 
a  monument  commemorative  of  his  early  exploit  has  been  erected. 

80.  In  memory  of  Eunice  Slater,  daughter  of 
Capt.  Andrew  &  Persis  Slater,  who  died  May  3, 
1834,  in  the  i8th  year  of  her  age. 

Smftii. 

81-83.  Alice,  a»  16  years;  Asa,  a.  5  mos.;  Charles, 
a.  24  years. 

Children  of  Daniel  Smith. 

84.  Seraph  Smith,  d.  May  11,  1836,  a.  37. 

Buried  in  Willard  Moore's  lot 

85.  Servis  C,  Stiles,  d.  March  4,  1826. 

fitotorlL 

86.  In  memory  of  Maria  Stowell,  daughter  of  Mr. 
Nath****Mrs.  Caty  Stowell,  who  died  Nov.  22, 
1800,  aged  7  months  &  7  days. 

87.  Widow  Hannah  Taft,  d.  Sept.  25,  1833,  aged 
88  years. 

88.  Stephen  Taylor,  a.  87.     May  16,  1836. 
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89-90.  Caleb  Tebbetts  and  wife. 

91.  Isaiah  Thomas,  LL.  D.  Author  of  the  His- 
tory of  Printing.  Founder  and  First  President  of 
the  American  Antiquarian  Society.  Ardently  at- 
tached to  the  Independence  of  His  Country,  his 
efforts  were  identified  with  its  cause,  and  through 
life  his  press  contributed  largely  to  the  policy  and 
literature  of  his  age. 

Born  Jan'y  30th,  1749.  Died  April  4th,  1831. 
Aged  82. 

For  Biographical  Notice,  see  page  112. 

OPENING  OF  THE  THOMAS  TOMB. 

The  order  of  the  City  Council  relating  to  the  removal  of  the  re- 
mains of  persons  buried  in  the  Mechanic  Street  Burial  Ground, 
required  as  a  matter  of  course,  the  removal  of  the  Thomas  tomb, 
which  stood  in  the  Northwest  comer  of  the  ground,  directly  in 
the  line  of  the  proposed  extension  of  Foster  Street  This  tomb, 
which  was  built  in  181 7,  was  a  granite  structure,  13  feet  long,  11 
feet,  I  inch  wide,  and  about  6  feet  in  height  above  the  ground, 
while  the  floor  was  some  2  1-2  feet  below  the  surface.  The  in- 
terior of  the  tomb  was  lined  and  arched  with  brick. 

Previous  to  taking  any  steps  towards  removal,  the  Committee 
of  the  City  Council  having  the  matter  in  charge,  held  a  consulta- 
tion with  Judge  Benjamin  F.  Thomas  of  Boston,  representing  the 
Thomas  family,  respecting  the  disposition  of  the  tomb  ;  and  it  was 
determined  to  remove  it  to  such  a  lot  in  Rural  Cemetery  as  Judge 
Thomas  should  select  He  accordingly  designated  a  lot  in  the 
Southwest  part  of  that  cemetery,  as  the  place  of  its  final  location. 

With  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  condition  of  the  interior  and 
contents  of  the  tomb,  it  was  opened  on  the  morning  of  May  8th, 
1878,  in  the  presence  of  the  Mayor  and  the  Committee  of  the 
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City  Council ;  the  opening  being  also  witnessed  by  several  mem- 
bers of  the  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity,  who  transcribed  the 
inscriptions ;  and  interested  citizens. 

The  representation  below  gives  a  good  idea  of  the  interior  of 
the  tomb  : — 


E 

D 

F 

B 

A 

c 

• 

GROUND  PLAN  OF  THE  THOMAS  TOMB. 


A  is  a  passage,  at  the  end  and  on  each  side  of  which  were  brick 
receptacles  containing  the  coffins.  These  receptacles  were  cov- 
ered with  slabs  of  slate  bearing  the  inscriptions.  The  one  on  the 
left  marked  B,  contained  the  remains  of  Isaiah  Thom^  ;  that  on 
the  right,  marked  C,  those  of  Mrs.  Mary  Thomas  ;  and  the  body 
of  Mrs.  Eliza  T.  Knox  was  placed  in  the  one  at  the  end,  marked 
D.  At  each  end  of  Mrs.  Knox's  coffin  were  deposited  the  bones 
of  Mrs.  Blackman  and  Mrs.  Fowle,  taken  from  the  Thomas  fam- 
ily lot  on  the  right  of  the  entrance  of  the  ground  ;  the  stones  which 
had  marked  the  graves  being  pinned  to  the  wall  of  the  tomb  in  a 
perpendicular  position  at  E  and  F.  On  the  stone  over  Mrs.  Knox, 
rested  an  uninclosed  coffin  with  the  remains  of  the  daughter  of 
Isaiah  Thomas,  who  married  a  Simmons. 

After  inspecting  the  interior  of  the  tomb,  the  Committee  caused 
it  to  be  closed  until  preparations  could  be  made  for  its  final  re- 
moval. 

On  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  June  12th,  the  tomb  was  again 
opened,  and  the  removal  of  the  remains  accomplished  under  the 
direction  of  Messrs  Sessions  who  had  charge  of  the  work.     There 
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were  present  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  Dickinson  and  Marsh,  and 
Councilmen  Crane,  Lovell  and  Lancaster  who  constituted  the 
Committee  of  the  City  Council.  The  Worcester  Society  of  An- 
tiquity was  represented  by  many  of  its  members ;  and  a  large 
number  of  citizens  interested  in  the  proceedings  were  in  attendance. 

The  uninclosed  coffin  was  first  taken  from  the  tomb,  after  which 
the  stone  covering  the  remains  of  Isaiah  Thomas  was  removed. 
The  coffin  was  found  to  be  almost  entirely  decayed,  although  the 
lid  was  in  a  fair  state  of  preservation  after  an  entombment  of  forty- 
seven  years.  On  the  lid  was  a  silver  plate  bearing  the  same  in- 
scription as  upon  the  stone.  Nothing  remained  of  the  body  but 
the  skeleton  and  dust.  The  others  were  found  to  be  in  much  the 
same  condition  ;  the  coffin  of  Mrs.  Thomas  having  entirely  dis- 
appeared, not  even  the  outlines  being  traceable. 

From  the  condition  of  the  interior  of  the  tomb  and  its  contents, 
it  was  evident  beyond  question  that  no  violation  of  its  sacredness 
had  ever  taken  place,  notwithstanding  reports  to  that  effect  which 
had  been  circulated  to  some  extent  for  several  years. 

The  remains  of  Isaiah  Thomas  were  taken  to  the  undertakers' 
rooms  of  Messrs.  Sessions,  to  await  the  removal  of  the  tomb  and 
the  public  ceremonies  to  be  observed  on  the  24th  of  June.  The 
other  remains  were  temporarily  deposited  in  the  receiving  tomb 
at  Rural  Cemetery. 

On  June  24th,  the  remains  were  all  placed  in  their  final  resting 
place  in  the  newly  located  tomb  ;  the  transfer  of  those  of  Isaiah 
Thomas  being  attended  with  public  ceremonies  of  an  interesting 
character,  of  which  the  newspapers  of  that  and  the  following  day 
published  full  accounts. 


92.  Isaiah  Thomas,  3d,  a.  lomos.    Nov.  8,  1805. 

Son  of  Isaiah  Thomas,  Jr. 

93.  Mrs.  Mary  Thomas,  consort  of  Isaiah  Thomas. 
Died  Nov.  16,  18 18,  JEt.  67  years  &  5  months. 

94.  John  Tufts,  d.  March  2,  1829,  a.  60. 
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95.  William  Wesson,  d.  Feb.  9,  1852,  a.  74. 

Buried  in  Willard  Moore's  lot 

WMU. 

96.  Eunice,  wife  of  Nathan  White,  d.  Nov.  loth', 
1823,  a.  65. 

She  was  Eunice  Chapin. 

97.  Nathan  White,  d.  Jan.  27,  1829,  a.  74. 

Selectman,  1806-19.     Representative,  1808,  1812-15. 

98.  Mary,  wife  of  George  Wiley. 

She  was  formerly  the  wife  of  Rufus  Adams.  (No.  4. ) 

99.  Mrs.  Phillis  Winslow,  a.  91.  d.  April  7,  1836. 

Colored.     Mother  of  Peter  Rich,  Sr. 

100.  Mrs.  Hannah  Young,  d.  March  30,  1823,  a. 
33  years. 


NOTES  AND  CORRECTIONS. 


BLAIR. — Joseph  Blair  (No.  19,  Mechanic  Street  Ground.)  was 
son  of  Robert  Blair.  (No.  26,  Old  Common  Inscriptions. )  He 
married  a  daughter  of  Simeon  Duncan. 

BLAKE. — Increase  Blake,  whose  wife  was  noticed  on  page  124, 
was  at  one  time  Jailor  at  Worcester,  as  appears  by  the  following 
advertisement  from  the  Massachusetts  Spy  of  January  4,  1780: — 

FIVE  THOUSAND  DOLLARS  REWARD. 

Broke  gaol  this  morning  and  made  his  escape  from  my  custody,  John 
Williams,  Jr.  of  Shrewsbury,  Innholder.  Very  dark  complexion,  about  5  feet 
6  inches  high.  Contined  for  passing  counterfeit  money  and  suspected  to  be 
guilty  of  high  treason.  Whosoever  will  take  up  said  Williams  and  bring  him 
to  me  or  contine  him  in  any  gaol  in  the  United  States  so  that  1  may  have 
him  again,  shall  have  the  above  mentioned  reward  and  all  necessary  charges 
paid  by  IncrE/VSE  Blake,  GaoUr. 

N.  B.  A  young  woman  of  my  family  went  off  with  said  W^illiams  and  took 
with  her  several  silk  gowns.     She  is  supposed  to  be  still  with  him. 


Notes  concerning  the  Family  of  Hon.  Francis  Blake. 

(Noticed  on  page  122.) 

Francis  Blake  was  son  of  Joseph  and  Deborah  (Smith)  Blake. 
Joseph  Blake  was  a  native  and  an  eminent  merchant  of  Boston. 
His  children  were  : — 

Charlotte,  married  William  Caldwell,  High  Sheriff  of  Worcester  County. 

She  died  Aug.  1805.  (See  page  130.) 
John  Welland,  b.  1759;  d.  181 8.     Resided  at  Brattleborough,  Vermont. 
Harriet,  b.  1761;  d.  1780. 

Sophia,  married  Nathan  Rice  of  Burlington,  Vermont. 
Deborah,  b.  1764;  d.  1781. 
Joseph. 
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George,  b.  in  Hardwick,  1769.  H.  U.  1789.  United  States  District  At- 
torney at  Boston.     He  died  Oct.  6,  1841. 

Charles.     Physician  at  Northfield,  Mass. 

Francis,  the  distinguished  lawyer,  b.  1774. 

Joshua,  d.  young. 

Joshua  Barker,  b.  1779.  Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Navy.  Commanded  one  of  the 
gunboats  in  Decatur's  Bght  off  Tripoli.  He  married  Sarah,  daughter  of 
John  Stanton  of  Worcester.     Died  Dec.  22,  1844. 

Harriet,  b.  1780;  married  Elijah  Hunt  Mills,  U.  S.  Senator  from  Mass. 
She  d.  at  Cambridge,  Feb.  9,  1 87 1. 

Hon.  Francis  Blake  married  Eliza  A.  Chandler.  Their  children 
were — 

Francis  Arthur,  b.  at  Rutland,  April  4,  1796.  H.  U.  1814.  He  married 
Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Judge  Thomas  Dawes  of  Boston.  Died  at  New  York, 
March  22,  1834. 

Juliana,  b.  Oct.  8,  1798.  Married,  1st,  Charles  Carver  Tucker  of  Bruns- 
wick Co.  Va.  2d,  William  S.  Young,  Esq.  She  d.  at  Vicksburg,  Miss., 
Nov.  4,  1861. 

Joseph  Gardner,  b.  at  Rutland,  1800.  Clerk  in  store  of  Daniel  Waldo, 
Worcester.     He  married  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Johnson. 

George  Smith,  b.  at  Worcester,  March  5,  1802.  Entered  the  Navy;  was 
Midshipman  181 8,  Lieutenant  1827,  Captain  1855.  Superintendent  U.  S. 
Naval  Academy,  1857-65.  Commodore,  1862.  Died  June  24,  1871.  He 
married  Mary  Ann  Allen  Barron,  daughter  of  Commodore  James  Barron. 
She  is  now  (1879)  living  in  London,  England. 

Charlotte  Caldwell,  b.  Jan.  4,  1804;  married  Rev.  Thomas  Russell  Sullivan. 
She  died  July  2,  1863. 

Elizabeth,  b.  1806;  d.  1810. 

Dorothy  Ward,  b.  Oct.  9,  1807;  married  Dr.  Oliver  Hunter  Blood. 

Elizabeth  Chandler,  b.  Sept.  21, 1810;  married  George  T.  Rice  of  Worcester 

Francis,  b.  July  7,  181 2;  married,  1842,  Caroline  Burling  Trumbull.  Re- 
sides in  Worcester. 

Harrison  Gray  Otis,  b.  April  10,  1816.  H.  U.  1835.  Clergyman  and  Teach- 
er.    Resides  in  Worcester. 

For  most  of  the  above  information,  the  Committee  are  indebted  to  Dr. 
George  Chandler's  elaborate  Genealogy  of  the  Chandler  Family. 

HARRINGTON.— Francis  Harrington  (No.  144,  Old  Com- 
mon Inscriptions. )  was  Grandson  of  Robert  of  Watertown,  not 
son  as  was  stated.     His  father's  name  was  Edward. 

HUBBARD.— In  the  note  to  John  W.  Hubbard  (N.  181.)  it 
is  stated  that  his  mother  was  one  of  five  sisters  who  married  clergy- 
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men.  The  names  of  six  clergymen  follow,  that  of  the  Rev.  Sam- 
uel Hopkins,  D.  D.  having  been  inserted  by  mistake.  He  was 
father  of  the  ladies  mentioned. 

■ 

MOORE. — William  Moore  (No.  217,  Mechanic  Street)  was 
son  of  Asa,  and  grandson  of  James.  (Nos.  213,  217,  O.  Common.) 

PATCH. — Henry  and;  Joseph  Patch  (230-31.)  were  sons  of 
Nathan. 

TROWBRIDGE.— Deacon  William  Trowbridge  (281)  was  a 
second  cousin  of  Chief  Justice  Edmund  Trowbridge,  not  nephew. 

The  following  notes  concerning  the  femily  of  Deacon  William, 
are  copied  from  the  Genealog)'  of  the  family  by  Otis  Tr  owbridge, 
Newton,  Mass.,  May,  1854,  pp.  32  : — 

Deacon  Trowbridge's  first  wife  was  Sarah  Rice.  (306,  0.  Com- 
mon.)    Married  Dec.  12,  1776.     Their  children  were — 

Judith,  b.  Nov.  18,  1777;  married  Walter  Bigelow. 

Sarah,  b.  Oct.  15,  1780;  married  Hugh  Wilson,     Died,  1813. 

Mary,  b.  May  31,  1783;  married  Alpheus  Merrifield.  (See  note  to  207.) 

Beulah,  b.  July  12,  1787;  married  Moses  Clements.  (See  No.  64.) 

The  second  wife  of  Mr.  Trowbridge  was  Achsah  Hersey.  (279) 
They  were  married  Oct  8,  1789  and  had — 

William,  b.  Oct.  15,  1790. 
James,  b.  Feb.  10,  1792. 
Elijah,  b.  April  20,  1 794. 

Achsah,  b.  June  3,  1796;  married,  1814,  L.  Chapin. 

Huldah,  b.  Oct.  16,  1798;  married,  1828,  H.  Ripley,  and   1848,  Adophus 
Baylies. 

WISE. — William  Wise  (318)  was  son  of  Daniel,  of  Wells,  Me. 
He  was  a  student  and  boarded  with  the  elder  Nathan  Heard,  (165) 
at  whose  house  he  died,  aged  about  20.  His  brother  Daniel  at 
one  time,  owned  the  largest  boot  and  shoe  store  in  Boston. 


RECORD  OF  DEATHS  IN  WORCESTER. 


From  17 17  to  1825. 


*^*  The  following  List  of  Names  and  Dates,  was  copied  from  the  original 
records  in  the  office  of  the  City  Clerk.  The  names  printed  in  the  foregoing 
Inscriptions  are  omitted. 


Adams,  Aaron 

Adams,  Anne,  wife  of  Thomas, 

Adams,  Isaac,  son  of  Charles  and  Priscilla, 

Adams,  John,     "  "  " 

Adams,  Joseph,  son  of  Thomas  and  Anne, 

Adams,  Martha,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Priscilla, 

Adams,  Priscilla,  wife  of  Charles,  aged  6i, 

Allen,  Joseph,  son  of  Major  Samuel,  aged  9  months, 

Allen,  Marie  M.,  daughter  "        aged  5  years, 

Bancroft,  Rev.  Aaron,  born  in  Reading,  Mass.,  aged  84, 

Bancroft,  Caroline,  daughter  of  Rev.  Aaron  and  Lucretia, 

Bancroft,  Charles,  son  of 

Bancroft,  Lucretia,  wife  of 

Barker,  Jonathan,  aged  26, 

Beard,  David 

Biglo,  Ana,  daughter  of  John  and  Rebeckah, 

Biglow,  Dolly,  daughter  of  Walter, 

Biglow,  George,  son  of  Lewis  and  Sophia,  aged  2, 

Biglow,  Lewis,       "  " 

Bigelow,  Sarah,  wife  of  David, 

Bixley,  Joel,  aged  51, 

Bixley,  Solomon,  aged  76, 
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March  29,  1730 

October  6,  1740 

May  5,  1750 

November  22,  1739 

October  6,  1740 

June  27,  1746 

February  4,  1768 

June  23,  1823 

July  30,  1825 

August  19,  1839 

August  29,  1796 

April  15,  1805 

April  27,  1839 

January  18,  1807 

October  25,  1730 

November  14,  1735 

July  25,  1824 

October  4,  1821 

February  22,  1 81 6 

October  22,  1761 

May  13,  1820 

January  9,  1807 


Blackman,  Palmer  Goulding,  son  of  Nathan  and  Hannah,       August  6,  1796 


Blake,  Sulia,  child  of  Jason  and  Lydia, 

Bond,  Ruth,  wife  of  John,  aged  59, 

Boutell,  Hannah,daughter  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth, 

Boyden,  Joseph 

Brazer,  Betsey,  wife  of  Samuel,  Esq.,  aged  66, 

Bridge,  Mary,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary, 


February  26,  1794 

April  I,  1748 

February  9,  1 733-4 

April  17,  1748 

June  6,  1824 

August  3,  1760 
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Brooks,  Eunice,  wife  of  George  aged  27,  September  3,  1823 

Brooks,  Hannah,  wife  of  the  late  Captain  Samuel,  aged  96,  December  6,  1819 

BuUard,  Hannah,  dau.  Jonathan  and  Sarah,  aged  3  mo.        February  8,  1745 

Bullard,  Sarah       dau.         "  "       aged  8,  February  4,  1746-7 

Burling,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 

Burt,  Martha,  wife' of  Simeon,  Esq.,  aged  36, 

Butler,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Smith, 

Butler,  Jonathan,  son  " 

Butman,  Charles,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Susanna, 

Chaddick,  Lydia,  widow  of  the  late  David,  aged  84, 

Chaddick,  Sarah,  daughter  of  John,  Jr.,  and  Sarah, 

Chamberlin,  William,  son  of  Jacob  and  Lydia, 

Chamberlin,  Mrs.,  wife  of  William, 

Chandler,  Charles 

Chandler,  Gardner,  son  of  John,  Jr.,  and  Dorothy, 

Chandler,  Col.  Gardner 

Chandler,  Hannah,  wife  of  John,  Jr.,  aged  39, 

Chandler,  Hannah,  vnfe  of  Gardner, 

Chandler,  John 

Chapen,  Leonard,  son  of  Thadeas  and  Lucy, 

Chapen,  Luther       "  "  " 

Chapen,  Rufus,  son  of  Eli,  aged  26, 

Cheney",  Nabby,  daughter  of  Elisha, 

Child,  Jason,  son  of  Joshua  and  Mary, 

Child,  John,  husband  of  Tabitha, 

Child,  Joshua,  son  of  Joshua  and  Mary, 

Child,  Tabitha,  daughter  of  John  and  Tabitha, 


November  11,  1821 

March  22,  1820 

June  3,  1798 

August  3,  1797 

August  28,  1796 

March  12,  1824 

March  15,  1759 

July  25,  1767 

March  8,  1810 

April  9,  1798 

December  16,  1743 

June  28,  1782 

January  5,  1737-8 

December  i,  1765 

August  7,  1762 

May  31,  1804 

April  21,  1790 

May  19,  181 1 

December  16,  1803 

September  22  1755 

November  10,  1745 

September  9,  1755 

November  8,  1 745 


Coburn,  Sylvanus,  a.  32,  buried  at  Oxford  in  Masonic  order,  February  2,  1820 


Goes,  William  Seth 

Cook,  Caleb,  son  of  Oliver  and  Beulah, 

Craige,  Elias,  son  of  Jesse  and  Sarah, 

Craige,  Nabby,  dau.     "      .  " 

Craufford,  Mary,  wife  of  Robburt,  aged  26, 

Curtice,  Jonathan,  son  of  John  and  Rebeckah, 

Curtis,  Dolly,  daughter  of  Tyler, 

Curtis,  John,  son  " 

Curtis,  John  B.,  son  of  the  late  Captain  Samuel,  aged  25, 

Curtis,  Lydia,  wife  of  Jesse,  aged  26, 

Curtis,  Sally,  daughter  of  Tyler, 

Curtis,  Tyler,  son  " 


October  3,  181 7 

December  16,  1761 

September  5,  1796 

October  22,  1792 

January  6,  172^30 

January  4,  1 732-3 

January  20,  179 1 

September  14,  1783 

July  29,  1823 

July  28,  1820 

July  24,  1788 

May  23,  1777 


Curtise,  Ephraim  January  i,  1747-8 

Curtise,  Joseph,  son  of  John  and  Rebeckah,  September  20,  1 745 

Curtise,  Mary,  wife  of  Ephraim,  December  i,  1745 

Curtise,  Rebeckah,  daughter  of  John  and  Rebeckah,  October  4,  1745 


II 


If 


it 


it 


« 


it 


March  24,  1755 

April  16,  1749 

January  27,  1765 

July  26,  1755 

October  31,  181 3 

October  19,  18 19 

April  24,  1 8 19 

January  20,  1734-5 

February  17,  1734-5 

January  12,  1 742-3 

January  14,  1820 
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Curtise,  Rebeckah,  wife  of  John, 
Curtise,  William,  son  of  John  and  Rebeckah, 
Cutler,  Abner 

Cutting,  James,  son  of  Francis  and  Thankful, 
Dalrymple,  Mary,  daughter  of  Winslow  and  Mary, 
Dalrymple,  Nancy, 
Dalrymple,  Rhoda, 

Davenport,  Abigail,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Jemima, 
Davenport,  Jemima,  wife  of  Charles, 
Davenport,  Samuel,  son  **        and  Joanna, 

Davis,  Cynthia,  wife  of  Joseph,  2d,  of  Oxford, 
Dexter,  Lois,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Lois,  aged  3  weeks,  December  11,  1819 
Dexter,  Peter,  aged  37,  May  23,  1820 

Dunkin,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah,  April  16,  1744 

Dunkin,  Ezekiel,  son  of  John,  Jr.,  and  Sarah,  aged  I  year,  October  23,  1 728 
Dunkin,  Ezekiel,  son  of  Daniel  and  Sarah,  January  21,  1750 

Dunkin,  John,  husband  of  Sarah,  aged  67,  December  15,  1739 

Dunkin,  Jonas,  son  of  John  and  Sarah,  aged  3,  June  24,  1725 

Dunkin,  Samuel,  son  of  Samuel  and  Mehitable,  February  28,  1 741-2 

Dyar,  Mary,  dau.  of  Joseph  and  Mary,  a.  4  y.  8  mo.  31  d.    February  i,  1 740-1 

August  12,  1737 

July  21,  1814 

February  15,  1799 

May  15,  1816 

April  20,  1807 
December  6,  1808 


(( 


« 


Dyer,  Benjamin,  son 

Earle,  Clark 

Earle,  Hephzibah,  wife  of  Clark, 

Earle,  Lavonia,  daughter  of  Dexter  and  Susannah, 

Earle,  Metilda,  aged  24 

Earle,  Ralph,  son  of  Clark  and  Caroline, 

Earle,  Ralph 

Eaton,  Adeline  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Alpheus,  Jr.,  and  Betsy,     March  16,  18 14 


Elaton,  Anna,  wife  of  William, 

Eaton,  David,  son  of       "         and  Hannah, 

Eaton,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 

Eaton,  Hannah,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary, 

Eaton,  Joanah  Heard,  dau.  of  Amherst  and  Elizabeth, 

Eaton,  Russell,  son  of  Thomas  and  Susannah, 

Eaton,  Russell,   " 

Eaton,  Ruth 

Eaton,  Samuel 

Eaton,  Susannah,  wife  of  Thomas, 

Eaton,  Thomas,  son  of  Samuel  and  Ruth, 

Eaton,  Thomas  Rice,  s.  of  Thomas  and  Mary,  died  at  Ward,   March  15,  181 7 

Elder,  John  .  February  13,  181 9 

Flagg,  Amos    '  December  18,  1802 

Flagg,  Asa,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth,  aged  14  days,  March  20,  1 728-9 

Flagg,  Asa,  aged  39,  June  3,  1823 


October  24,  1792 

September  11,  1796 

February  23,  181 1 

February      ,1812 

October  10,  1810 

June  9,  1782 

June  5,  1786 

October  25,  1773 

December  16,  1768 

April  25,  1786 

August  25,  1788 


148 


Flagg,  Benjamin,  aged  80,  May  3,  1741 

Flagg,  Ebenezer,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Experience,  a.  33,    October  10,  1738 


Flagg,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Josiah, 

Flagg,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Elijah  and  Sarah, 

Flagg,  Experience,  wife  of  Benjamin, 

Flagg,  John 

Flagg,  Jonathan,  son  of  Josiah  and  Elizabeth, 

Flagg,  Josiah 

Flagg,  Lucretia  Chandler,  daughter  of  Francis  and  Phebe,  1787 

Flagg,  Lydia,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth,  aged  17,    June  18,  1736 


August  6,  1766 

September  21,  1803 

July  II,  1747 

September  4,  1824 

September,  15,  1790 

April  19,  1774 


Flagg,  Martha,  wife  of  Rufus, 

Flagg,  Mary,  daughter  of  Francis  and  Phebe, 

Flagg,  Molly,       **  Josiah  and  Elizabeth, 

^^ggf  Moore,  son  of  Elijah  and  Sarah, 

Flagg,  Nancy,  daughter  of  Francis  and  Phebe, 

Flagg,  Sally,  daughter  of  Rufus, 

Flagg,  Timothy,  son  of  Francis  and  Phebe, 

Fessenden,  Charles  Alanson,  son  of  Wyman, 

Fiske,  Mrs.  Matilda,  aged  29, 

Fiske,  Olive,  wife  of  Samuel, 

Foxcroft,  John 

Fuller,  Samuel,  by  means  of  a  tree  falling  on  him, 

Gardner,  Lucy,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary, 

Gates,  Asa,  son  of  Asa  and  Hannah, 

Gates,  Lucretia 

Gates;  Nathaniel,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Abigail, 

Geer,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Asa, 

Gleason,  Lucy,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Abigail, 

Gleason,  Sarah,      "  Captain  John, 

Glezen,  Benjamin,  died  at  Louisburg, 

Goddard,  Mary,  aged  45, 

Goodwin,  James,  aged  40, 


September  5,  1790 

October  16,  1782 

October  11,  1760 

September  8,  1810 

August      ,  1775 

December  5,  1790 

1788 

February  2,  1820 

August  28,  1820 

October  4,  1801 

July  27,  1824 

February  15,  1807 

October  2,  181 7 

August  2,  1823 

November  29,  1767 

July  I,  1743 

July  25,  1815 

September  18,  1776 

September  19,  1823 

January  2,  1745-6 

June  26,  181 7 

January  4,  1808 

May  17,  1820 

May  17,  1736 

June  8,  1767 

June  27,  1778 


Gould,  Hannah,  wife  of  Ebenezer,  aged  72, 
Goulding,  Abigail,  daughter  of  Palmer  and  Abigail, 
Goulding,  Levi,  son  of  Peter  and  Lucy, 
Goulding,  Sally,  dau.       "  " 

Gray,  Lydia,  dau.  of  Luke  and  Juliette,  bom  April  18, 1803,  August  15,  1804 
Gray,  Margret,  wife  of  Robert,  December  26,  1800 

Gray,  Nathaniel,  killed  by  lightning,  aged  48,  July  29,  1823 

*Green,  Isaac,  son  of  Dr.  John,  aged  23,  September  26,  1807 

Green,  Dr.  John  August  11,  1808 

Greenleaf,  Daniel  December  22,  1824 

Grout,  Abigail,  wife  of  Thomas,  May  18,  1768 
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Hair,  Edward  October      ,  1807 

Hale,  Capt.  Joshua,  died  at  New  Orleans,  aged  40,  August  29,  181 7 

Harrington,  Andrew,  son  of  Samuel,  Jr.,  and  Nancy,  a.  10,         June  9,  1823 


Harrington,  Lucretia,  wife  of  Samuel,  aged  22, 

Hastings,  Ebenezar 

Hastings,  Isabella,  aged  23, 

Hastings,  ,  wife  of  Ezra, 

Haws,  Joanna,  wife  of  James,  aged  23, 

Healy,  Nathaniel,  aged  63, 

Hearsey,  David,  a  pentioner,  aged  62, 

Heminway,  John,  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary, 

Henry,  Amos,  son  of  Robert  and  Lucy, 


September  4,  182 1 

October  22,  1807 

August  26,  1820 

September  13,  1806 

March  14,  1737-8 

December  30,  1 794 

April  27,  18 1 9 

September  7,  1 750 

September  27,  181 7 


Heywood,  Lucy,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Mehitable,    November  11,  1796 


Heywood,  Mary,  daughter  of  Abel, 

Heywood,  Nancy  Anne,  daughter  of  Hon.  Benjamin, 

Heywood,  Nancy,  daughter  of  Daniel  2d,  and  Sally, 

Heywood,  Nathaniel  Curtis,  son  of  Henry, 

Heywood,  Persis,  wife  of  Phinehas,  aged  54, 

Hodg,  Mary,  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Martha, 

Holbrook,  Abel 

Holbrook,  Benjamin,  son  of  Eleaser  and  Kesiah, 

Holbrook,  Eleazer 

Holbrook,  Hannah,  widow  of  Abel, 

Holbrook,  Lewis,  aged  47, 

Holdin,  Hannah,  daughter  of  James  and  Hannah, 

Holmes,  Jacob 

Holmes,  Katharine,  dau.  of  Jacob  and  Anna,  a.  19  y.  9  m.     Sept'mV  15,  1805 

Holmes,  Nancy,  "  "  " 

Holmes,  Rachel  wife  of  Jacob,  ♦        January  28,  1726-7 


January  11,  181 5 

August  30,  1 8 14 

April  28,  1790 

September  28,  1820 

August  16,  1 801 

April  26,  1746 

March  19,  1766 

March  20,  1775 

May  18,  1794 

February  21,  1823 

February  23,  1729-30 

January  18,  1803 


Holton,  Mary,  wife  of  Timothy, 

Houghton,  Nathan 

How,  Hannah,  wife  of  James,  aged  21, 

How,  James 

Hubbard,  John,  son  of  John  and  Hannah,  aged  4, 

Jennison,  Rev.  Samuel,  s.  Capt.  Wm.  and  Elizabeth,  a.  29, 

Jennison,  William,  died  at  Swanton,  Vt.,  aged  61, 

Johnson,  Abigail,  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Abigail, 

Johnson,  Abigail,  wife  of  Micah,  aged  66, 

Johnson,  Alpheus,  son  of  John  and  Lydia, 

Johnson,  Asa,  son  of  Micah,  Jr.,  and  Sarah, 

Johnson,  Bula,  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Abigail, 

Johnson,  Eli,  son  of  Clark  and  Patty, 

Johnson,  Eunice,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary,  aged  2, 


March  8,  1 740-1 

1809 

March  10,  1736-7 

August  17,  1734 

March  i,  1 727-8 

October  14,  1729 

July  21,  1818 

December  13,  1744 

February  20,  1823 

August  31,  1812 

August  7,  1798 

August  3,  1744 

April  25,  1800 

May  8,  1739 


ISO 


Johnsoiii  Eunice,  widow  of  Samuel, 

Johnson,  Levi,  son  of  Clark  and  Patty, 

Johnson,  Lucinda,  wife  of  Timothy,  aged  35, 

Johnson,  Mrs.  Mary,  aged  91, 

Johnson,  Nancy,  daughter  of  John  and  Lydia, 

Johnson,  Sally,  "  «*  «* 

Johnson,  Samuel,  aged  44, 

Johnson,  Samuel,  son  of  William  and  Susannah, 

Johnson,  Sarah,  wife  of  Micah,  Jr., 

Johnson,  Turall,  son  of  William,  aged  21, 

Jones,  Ashley,  son  of  Phinehas,  died  at  Savannah,  Ga., 

Jones,  Mary,  wife  of  Nathaniel, 


October      ,  1808 

December  2,  181 7 

July  6,  1809 

September  7,  1820 

May      ,  1806 

August  31,  1796 

January  15,  1807 

April  8,  1807 

September  6,  1820 

March  23,  1801 

November  21,  1724 


Kettell,  Daniel  Francis,  son  of  Daniel  G.  and  Susannah,    February  25,  1825 


Killough,  Rachel,  daughter  of  John  and  Jean, 

King,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Peter,  aged  25, 

Knapp,  Mr.,  aged  72, 

Knight,  Abijah,  son  of  Edward,  Jr.  and  Joannah, 

Knight,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Edward,  Senior, 

Knight,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Edward, 

Knight,  Experience,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Rebeckah, 

Knight,  Isaac 

Knight,  Isaac  West,  son  of  Richard  and  Mary, 

Knight,  John  L.,  died  at  New  Orleans,  aged  24, 

Knight,  Kate,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Rebeckah, 

Knight,  Lucy,       "  "  " 

Knight,  Lucy  R.,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Mary, 

Knight,  Lydia,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Joannah, 

Knight,  Martin,  died  at  New  Orleans, 

Knight,  Polly,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah, 

Knight,  Rebeckah,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Rebeckah, 

Knight,  Rebeckah,  wife  of  Isaac, 

Knight,  Richard,  son  of  Isaac  and  Rebeckah, 

Knight,  Ruthy,  dau.  "  «« 

Knight,  Sarah,  wife  of  Jonah,  aged  56, 

Lee,  Rebeckah,  wife  of  Henry, 

Lincoln,  Hon.  Abraham 

Lincoln,  Andrew,  son  of  Abraham  and  Nancy, 

Lincoln,  Hon.  Levi,  aged  72, 

Lincoln,  Rebeckah 

Lovell,  Abigail,  wife  of  Jonathan,  Jr.  and  daughter  of  Joseph 

Kingsbury  and  Margaret,  aged  22,  May  26,  1796 

Lovell,  Jonathan,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Mary,  September,  28,  1739 

Lovell,  Moses,  son  of  Jonathan,  Jr.,  and  Abigail,  May  12,  1796 


December  15,  171 7 

October  5,  1722 

February  18,  1822 

October  20,  1740 

February  3,  1793 

January  3,  1794 

August  15,  1 810 

February  7,  181 2 

October  10,  1814 

October  10,  1819 

October  13,  1792 

October  10,  1803 

October  3,  1814 

October  21,  1740 

October  9,  181 9 

September  19,  1783 

April  24,  1805 

February  16,  1807 

January  14,  181 3 

May  21,  1803 

October  15,  1825 

May  20,  1724 

1824 

August  27,  1796 

April  14,  1820 

May  28,  1796 
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Lynde,  Mary,  widow  of  Joseph,  £^q., 

Maccarty,  Thomas,  son  of  Rev.  Thaddeus  and  Mary, 

Mainord,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Joseph,  aged  59, 

Malvin,  Jack,  a  Negro, 

Mann,  Sylvester,  aged  27, 

March,  Prudence,  aged  62, 

McClellan,  James,  husband  of  Margaret, 

McDaniel,  Eunice,  wife  of  John,  aged  37, 

McDolland,  Archibald,  son  of  John  and  Eunice, 

McFarland,  James,  Senior, 

Miller,  Jacob,  Jr.,  son  of  Jacob  and  Polly, 

Miller,  Josiah,  son  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth, 

Moore,  Anna,  daughter  of  John  and  Elsther, 

Moore,  Calven 

Moore,  David,  aged  55, 

Moore,  Elijah,  son  of  Collins  and  Barsheba, 

Moore,  Henry,  husband  of  Mary, 

Moore,  Mary,  daughter  of  David  and  Martha,  aged  4  m.  July  20,  1 800 

Moore,  Nancy,      "  "  "  "      10  y.     October  14,  181 7 

Moore,  Phebe,      "  "  "  "      13  y.  September  14,  1817 

Moore,  Rebeckah,  daughter  of  James  and  Rebeckah,         December  6,  1776 


November  12,  179S 

May  15,  1750 

September  15,  1732 

December  12,  1809 

October  11,  1825 

Deceml^er,  22,  1820 

September  29,  1729 

May  10,  1823 

March  4,  1819 

April  9,  1783 

October  8,  1802 

December  26,  1748-9 

February  5, 

June  21,  1807 

August  28,  181 7 

February  19,  1729-30 

November  5,  1730 


Moore,  Samuel,  born  May  5,  1736, 

Moore,  Silas,  son  of  James  and  Comfort, 

Moore,  Silas,  died  of  small  pox, 

Morse,  Caleb,  son  of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth, 

Morse,  Joseph,  "  "  " 

Morse,  Sally,  daughter  of  Willard  and  Nabby, 

Mower,  Mary,  wife  of  Ephraim,  aged  20, 

Munroe,  Oliver,  son  of  Olive  Stearns, 

Nazro,  Stephen,  son  of  John  and  Mary, 

Newton,  Roxy,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Molly, 

Nichols,  Capt.  Thomas,  aged  72, 

Oakes,  Simon 

Oakes,  Uriah,  son  of  Simon, 

Osborn,  Israel 

Osborn,  Wilber,  aged  20, 

Paine,  Nancy  Leonard,  dau.  of  Nathaniel  and  Elizabeth, 

Parker,  Amity,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Amity, 

Parker,  Charlotte,  daughter  of  John  and  Welthena, 

Parker,  Eliza,         **  William  and  Azubah, 

Parker,  Elizabeth,  aged  84, 

Parker,  Hannah,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  A  nity, 

Parker,  William,  aged  78, 


December  19,  1803 

June  I,  1729 

June  10,  1777 

November  17,  1745 

November  25,  1745 

September  22,  1796 

February  23,  1745-6 

July  27,  1803 

April      ,  1784 

June  16,  1785 

March  17,  1828 

August  30,  1773 

December  16,  177 1 

January  8,  1800 

January  19,  1807 

January  8,  1803 

June  12,  1743 

August     ,  1796 

September  25,  1802 

September  25,  1801 

December  8,  1748 

September  9,  1801 
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January  14,  1736-7 

April  3,  1795 

February  17,  1822 

March  17,  1821 

June  23,  1 81 8 

September  16,  1822 

December  17,  1824 

March  2,  1808 


Parker,  2^dekiah,  son  of  Thomas  and  Amity,  aged  6, 

Patch,  Eliza,  daughter  of  Joshua, 

Patch,  Franklin  Turall,  son  of  John  and  Harriet, 

Patch,  John  Stillman,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Betsy, 

Patch,  Joshua,  aged  51, 

Patch,  Mary,  daughter  of  William  W.  and  Sally, 

Paul,  Mary 

Peirce,  Capt.  John,  aged  63, 

Peirce,  Lucretia,  daughter  of  John  and  Lydia,  aged  30  days,  March  15,  177 1 

Peirce,  Lydia,  wife  of  Capt.  John,  aged  53,  December  30,  1804 

Peirce,  Mary,  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Sarah,  April  23,  1754 

Pell,  Rausannah  September  9,  1824 

Perry,  Nathaniel  Fiske,s.  Moses  and  Hannah,  a.  i  y.  10  m.     October  15,  1804 

Percy,  Clark,  son  of  Moses  and  Hannah, 

Percy,  Moses,  son  of  Nathan  and  Hannah, 

Percy,  Prudence,  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Sarah, 

Percy,  Sarah,  wife  of  Josiah, 

Pratt,  Ebenezer,  aged  38, 

Pratt,  Levi,  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Elizabeth, 


August  13,  1796 

May  23,  1759 

February  18,  1803 

February  i,  1754 

October  13,  181 9 

January  8,  1819 


Rand,  Martha  Coburn,  daughter  of  Calvin  and  Elizabeth,  September  28,  181 8 


Ranks,  Persis,  wife  of  Christopher,  aged  58, 

Ranks,  Sally,  daughter  of  John  and  Grace,  aged  3, 

Rawson,  Elijah,  son  of  Mrs.  Betsy  Flagg,  aged  33, 

Rice,  Bathsheba,  daughter  of  Matthias  and  Mary, 

Rice,  Bazelai,  son  of  James,  aged  28, 

Rice,  Daniel,     "  "      and  Sarah, 

Rice,  Darius,     "        Gershom  and  Hester, 

Rice,  Darius,     "  "        Jr.  and  Easter, 

Rice,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Gershom  and  Hester, 

Rice,  Grace,  daughter  of  James  and  Sarah, 

Rice,  James,  Jr. 

Rice,  James,  husband  of  Sarah, 

Rice,  Jonathan,  son  of  Comfort  and  Martha, 

Rice,  Josiah,  husband  of  Sarah, 

Rice,  Keziah,  daughter  of  Gershom  and  Hester, 

Rice,  Lovinna,  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Sarah,  aged  13, 

Rice,  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary,  aged  10, 
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Roper,  Nathaniel,  son  of  Ephraim  and  Sibbel, 

Rowan,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Captain  James,  aged  28, 

♦Shaw,  Permelia,  wife  of  Elmer, 

Shepard,  Charles,  son  of  Paul  and  Elizabeth, 

Shepard,  Jarvis  Eaton,  s.    "  " 

Sikes,  Henry  M.  Jr.,  aged  7, 

Sikes,  Levi,  aged  41, 

Smith,  Benoni,  Son  of  Elisha,  Jr.  and  Persis, 

Smith,  Ezekiel,  aged  45, 

Smith,  James 

Smith,  Joel 

Sprague,  Lincoln,  son  of  Miles  and  Peggy, 

Spring,  Samuel,  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Martha, 

Steams,  Qark,  son  of  Ebenezer,  Jr.  and  Martha, 
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Stow,  Patty,  wife  "      (at  Shrewsbury) 
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Stowell,  Abigail,  daughter  of  Cornelius  and  Zerviller, 

Stowell,  Eliza,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Caty, 
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Stowell,  Palmer  Goulding,  son  of  Thomas  and  Anna, 

Stowell,  Capt.  Thomas,  son  of  Cornelius  and  Zerviller, 

Stowers,  John,  son  of  John  and  Abigail, 

Stowers,  Sophia,  dau.     "  " 

Stratton,  Charlotte,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Eunice, 

Stratton,  Thomas,  son  "  " 

Sturtefant,  Sarah,  wife  of  the  late  Jesse,  ^ed  36, 
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Taylor,  Hannah,  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Rachel, 

Taylor,  James,  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth, 

Taylor,  Lucy,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Susannah, 

Temple,  Abraham,  son  of  William  and  Sarah, 

Tenney,  Emmerson,  son  of  Stephen  R.,  aged  8, 

Tenney,  Harriet,  dau. 
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Thing,  Lois,  wife  of  Samuel,  aged  39,  November  5, 
Trowbridge,  Eliza,  daughter  of  Elijah  Hv,,aged  21  mo.    September  21, 

Trowbridge,  Jerusha,  wife  of  James,  April  26, 

Trowbridge,  William,  son  of  James  and  Jerusha,  July  7, 

Trumbull,  Joseph,  Esq.,  aged  67,  March  i, 

Tufts,  Lucy,  daughter  of  Walter  and  Lucy,  May  27, 

V^ant,  John  Milbum,  son  of  Mrs.  Relief,  September  12, 

Waite,  Sarah,  widow  of  Joseph,  April  24, 

Walker,  Daniel,  son  of  Joseph  and  Asenath,  December  2, 

Walker,  Levy  Johnson,  s.   "                   "  January      , 

Walker,  Samuel,                  "                   "  Juna  12, 

Wallice,  Sarah,  wife  of  Isaac  R.  November  30, 

Ward,  Eunice,  wife  of  Phinehas,  March  30, 

Ward,  Eunice,  daughter  of  Phinehas  and  Eunice,  October  6, 
Ward,  Mary  Grout,  daughter  of  Col.  Artimas  and  Sarah,  August  29, 
Ward,  Paty 

Ward,  Phinehas,  Jr.,  son  of  Phinehas  and  Eunice,  August  22, 

Ward,  Sarah,  wife  of  Daniel,  November  i. 

Ward,  Thankful,  wife  of  Elisha,  aged  56,  '  October  20, 
Ward,  William,  son  of  Daniel  aud  Sarah,  aged  3  weeks,       October  19, 

Warden,  Henry,  son  of  Samuel  and  Tamerson,  July  31, 

Warden,  Nancy,  dau.          "                     "  December  19, 

Waters,  Betsy,  aged  63,  March  11, 

Waters,  Mary,  aged  65,  March  9, 

Webb,  Emila,  daughter  of  Adrian  and  Harriet,  January  5, 

Weight,  Joseph,  aged  71,  October  5, 

Weston,  Olive,  wife  of  William,  aged  40,  January  9, 


Wheeler,  Abraham,  son  of  Abraham  and  Hannah,  a.  1 1,  February  25,  1745-6 

Wheeler,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary,  July  18,  1782 

Wheeler,  Elizabeth  D.  wife  of  Daniel  Greenleaf,  June  13,  1800 

Wheeler,  Elizabeth,        "            «              "  December  15,  1803 

Wheeler,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Daniel  G.  and  Nancy,  a.  2,  March  29,  181 7 

Wheeler,  George,  son  of  Daniel   and  Elizabeth,  August  18,  1803 
Wheeler,  Henrietta,  daughter  of  T^eophilus  and  Elizabeth,    August  14,  1796 

Wheeler,  Mary,  wife  of  Thomas,  aged  40  y.  i  m.  16  d.  May  18,  1740 

Wheeler,  Mary,  wife  of  Joseph,  August  27,  1783 

Wheeler,  Nancy  September  16,  1823 

Wheeler,  Deacon  Thomas  January  12,  1795 

White,  Eunice,  wife  of  Nathan,                          •  November  12,  1823 

White,  Thaddeus,  aged  22,  February  9,  1822 

Whitney,  Benjamin,  aged  86,  July  30,  1823 

Whitney,  Ebenezer  January  23,  1743-4 

Whitney,  Elizabeth,  aged  73,  November  10,  1823 
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Whittemore,  Dolly  Ann,  daughter  of  Clark  and  Patty, 

Wight,  Rachel,  wife  of  Oliver,  aged  65, 

Willard,  Aaron,  son  of  Solomon  and  Lydia, 

Willard,  Lydia,  dau.  "  « 

Willington,  Daniel,  aged  70, 

Willington,  Ebenezer 

Willington,  Rebeckah,  wife  of  Daniel, 

Wing,  Maj.  Moses 

Wise,  Martin  Tower,  son  of  Daniel  and  Sally, 

Wiswell,  Sarah,  wife  of  Samuel, 

Woodward,  Ruth,  wife  of  John, 

Wyman,  Lydia,  aged  iS, 

Young,  Catharine,  dau.  of  James  and  Mary,  a.  27,  (at 

Young,  Isabel,  wife  of  John, 

Young,  John,  husband  of  Isabel,  aged  93, 

Young,  Mary,  wife  of  James,  aged  53, 
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PROCEEDINGS 


For     1878. 


rri  HE  first  meeting  of  The  Worcester  Society  of 
-■-  Antiquity,  after  the  Annual  Meeting,  was  held 
at  the  Library  of  the  Society,  Tuesday  evening,  Feb. 
5th,  there  being  present  seventeen  members. 

The  President,  in  behalf  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, made  the  following  report,  which  was  accept- 
ed and  its  recommendations  adopted : — 

REPORT. 

Gentlemen  : — The  Proceedings  of  the  Societ}-  for  1877  have 
been  printed  in  accordance  with  previous  instructions,  the  same 
having  been  prepared  for  the  press  b}'  Mr.  Jillson.  It  was  decid- 
ed b}-  the  Committee,  that  it  was  not  expedient  to  print  the 
Papers  that  have  been  read  before  the  Society  during  the  3'ear, 
but  it  is  probable  that  those  of  Mr,  Crane  and  Mr.  Tyler  will  be 
privately  printed. 

The  Inscriptions  from  the  Old  Common  and  Mechanic  street 
Burial  Grounds,  have  been  printed  under  the  special  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  that  work,  Messrs.  Crane,  Lovell  and  Rice, 
making  124  pages,  which,  with  the  Proceedings,  make  164  pages. 
This  Pamphlet  has  been  numbered  III.     The  Inscriptions  have 
been  bound  in  a  separate  pamphlet,  and  numbered  IV. 
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The  printing  has  been  done  in  a  ver^^  acceptable  manner,  bj 
Messrs.  T^-ler  &  Seagrave,  as  the  work  will  show  to  tliose  into 
whose  hands  it  may  come. 

The  Committee  recommend  that  one  copy  of  the  Proceedings, 
No.  Ill,  which  contains  all  the  matter  published,  be  given  to  each 
member  of  our  Society,  both  Acitve  aoid  Honorary. 

Respectfull}'  submitted. 

S.  E.  Staples, 
Clark  Jillsok, 
E.  B.  Crane, 
Daniel  Seagrave, 
James  A.  Smith. 
Worcester,  February  5th,  1878. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  nominations,  proposed 
for  active  membership,  Dr.  Merrick  Bemis,  John 
Merrill  and  E.  H.  Marble,  all  of  Worcester,  and  they 
were  duly  elected. 

The  Librarian  read  a  list  of  numerous  donations 
received  during  the  preceding  month,  among  which 
were  a  collection  of  Directories  from  Messrs.  Drew, 
Allis  &  Co.,  and  a  volume  of  Poole's  Annotations, 
from  Mrs.  Clark  Jillson.  It  was  voted  that  tlie 
thanks  of  the  Society  be  tendered  Messrs.  Drew  Allis 
&  Co.,  for  their  donation.  By  request,  Mr.  Jillson 
gave  a  very  interesting  historical  account  of  the  vol- 
ume presented  by  Mrs.  Jillson,  after  which,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Lovell,  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to 
communicate  the  thanks  of  the  Society  to  Mrs.  Jill- 
son, for  her  valuable  donation. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Librarian  be  authorized  to 
make  such  exchanges  of  our  duplicate  matter  as  may 
be  for  the  advantage  of  the  Society. 


William  S.  Barton  Esq.,  made  a  few  compliment- 
ary remarks  in  relation  to  the  Society,  and  offered 
some  suggestions  in  regard  to  the  further  division  of 
w,ork  among  the  several  members.  He  presented  to 
the  Society  "Alden's  Epitaphs"  in  live  volumes, 
which  is  a  scarce  work,  and  a  valuable  addition  to 
our  library. 

Gilbert  A.  Lovell  was  appointed  a  committee  to 
collect  material  relating  to  certain  historical  local- 
ities in  Worcester  and  vicinity. 

Charles  R.  Johnson,  Chairman  of  the  Department 
of  Archaeology  and  General  History,  and  Ellery  B. 
Crane,  Chairman  of  the  Department  of  Local  History 
and  Genealogy,  reported  that  their  Departments  had 
been  organized,  and  that  the  members  thereof  had 
manifested  a  good  degree  of  interest  in  the  work 
contemplated. 

Hon.  Clark  Jillson,  Chairman  of  the  Department 
of  x\ncient  Manuscripts,  Publications  and  Engrav- 
ings, reported  concerning  the  organization  of  that 
Department,  and  proposed  work  for  the  same. 

Mr.  Jillson  then  read  the  following  brief  sketch, 
rehitijig  to  the  financial  management  of  the  pioneer 
Cotton  Manufacturer  of  America ;  showing  that  men 
of  ability  can  not  only  invent  and  manufacture  ma- 
chines to  establish  and  carry  on  a  great  industry, 
but  that  they  may  also  be  qualified,  without  special 
education  therefor,  to  deal  with  financial  problems, 
in  a  more  skillful  manner,  and  with  better  success 
thai!  many  who  have  made  that  subject  a  life-study. 
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A  nNANCIER  OF  THE  OLD  SCHOOL. 


Id  cases  of  long  coDtinued  depression  in  financial  circles,  we 
are  apt  to  seek  for  a  parallel  in  historj-,  hoping  that  a  knowledge 
of  the  methods  of  relief,  resorted  to  by  financiers  in  former  times, 
ma}'  suggest  a  remedj'  whereby  we  ma}*  avert  failui^e  in  business. 

The  financial  aspect  of  this  country  depends  lai^ely  upon  the 
financial  condition  of  individuals,  which,  to  be  satisfactory-,  must 
be  sustained  by  public  and  private  confidence  in  the  ability  of  the 
individual  to  promptly  meet  his  liabilities.  A  want  of  confidence 
will  destroy  the  prospects  of  a  business  man,  though  his  estate 
may  be  solvent,  and  his  chances  for  success,  with  proper  manage- 
ment, good.  To  avoid  disasters  of  this  kind,  and  for  the  puri)ose 
of  maintaining  confidence  in  each  other,  business  men  have  taxed 
their  financial  abilit}'  to  its  utmost  tension,  generall}'  with  indif- 
ferent results.  Formerly  when  one  creditor  became  alarmed, 
with  or  without  cause,  and  commenced  legal  action,  it  became  a 
signal  for  others  to  do  likewise,  leaving  the  debtor  surrounded 
b}'  the  tender  mercies  of  a  panic.  One  of  the  shrewdest  schemes 
to  avoid  such  a  state  of  affairs  was  successfully  resorted  to  by 
Samuel  Slatkr,  the  father  of  cotton  manufacture  in  America, 
by  which  device  he  was  saved  from  financial  ruin. 

Mr.  Slater,  bom  at  Belper,  England,  June  9,  17G8,  arrived  in 
New  York,  Nov.,  17^9,  at  the  age  of  twentj'-cme.  At  that  time 
Moses  Brown  had  attempted  to  spin  cotton  by  machinery,  in 
Rhode  Island,  but  had  made  a  total  failure.  Congress  had  just 
passed  an  Act  for  the  encouragement  of  manufactures  ;  and  the 
Legislature  of  Pensylvania  had  offered  a  bounty  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  Arkwright  patents.  Young  Slater  had  seen  these  laws 
and  was  thereb}'  induced  to  bring  across  the  ocean  Arkwright's 
improvements,  without  mo<lels  or  drawings,  carrying  the  details 
in  his  mind,  so  thoroughly  fixed  as  to  enable  him  to  build  a  com- 
plete set  of  cotton  machinery'.  He  wrote  to  Mr.  Brown  stating 
what  he  could  do,  but  received  a.discourging  reply,  although  it 
contained  this  proposition: — "'If  thou  canst  do  this  thing,  I  in- 
vite thee  to  come  to  Rhode  Island  and  have  the  credit  and  profit 
of  introducing  cotton  manufacture  into  America." 
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He  thereupon  went  to  Rhode  Island,  and  his  first  machine  for 
spinning  and  weaving  cotton  cloth  was  put  in  motion  at  Paw- 
tucket,  Dec.  2l8t  17i)0.  In  1812  he  erfected  his  mills  in  Oxford, 
(now  Webster,)  where  has  grown  up  a  large  establishment,  which 
still  bears  his  name. 

During  the  business  depression  of  1829,  Mr.  Slater  having  a 
large  amount  of  property  in  his  possession,  became  financially  in- 
volved ;  but  his  foresight  was  such  as  to  enable  him  to  overcome 
all  obstacles,  aiid  at  the  same  time  make  a  fortune.  To  relieve 
himself  from  embarrassment  he  issuetl  thirty  notes,  amounting  in 
all  to  $2 15, ()()(),  and  they  were  put  upon  the  market.  He  also 
j>laced  his  entire  property  in  the  hands  of  several  wealth}'  gentle- 
men in  Providence,  to  be  held  by  them  in  tnist  for  a  specific  pur- 
pose, the  conditions  of  which  exhibited  a  combination  of  honesty 
and  shrewdness  seldom  found  in  harmonv  with  each  other. 

The  remarkable  document  b}-  which  this  conveyance  was  made 
is  dated  August  loth  1829,  and  is  now  among  the  records  of  the 
town  of  Smithfield  R.  I.  It  provides  that  in  consideration  of 
ttro  hundred  andjiffeeii  doUarn^  and  the  covenants  and  tnists 
hereafter  mentioned,  Mr.  Samuel  Slater  convevs  to  Thomas  P. 
Ives,  Philip  Allen,  Samuel  Nightingale,  Richard  Bullock,  Nehe- 
miah  H.  Knight,  William  Church,  Cyrus  Butler,  William  Rich- 
mond and  William  T.  (irinnell,  all  of  Providence,  property  con- 
sisting of  a  block  of  buildings  on  South  Main  street ;  a  cotton 
factory  with  all  its  machinery,  engine,  two  dwelling  houses,  and 
land  on  which  they  all  stand  ;  also  one  other  building  and  a 
ilweliing  house,  all  in  Providence  ;  also  certain  parcels  of  land  in 
Smithfield  ;  also  certain  parcels  of  land  with  dwelling  houses,  a 
cotton  factory,  mill  privilege,  machinery,  etc.  etc.,  in  Attleboro 
and  Seekonk  ;  also  one  half  of  Union  Block  in  Pawtucket ;  also 
about  two  thousand  acres  of  land  in  Oxford,  Dudley  and  Douglas, 
in  Massachusetts,  with  all  the  cotton  factories,  mills,  rights  of 
water,  dwelling  houses,  stores  and  buildings  thereon,  machinery 
&c.,  which  had  been  conveyed  to  Mr.  Slater  by  seventeen  differ- 
ent deeds  ;  also  one  half  of  the  Jewett  City  Manufactunng  Com- 
j)any's  work«,  consisting  of  mills,  cotton  factories,  rights  of 
water,  dwelling  houses,  stores  etc.,  etc.,  conveyed  to  the  owner 
bv  eleven  <leeds  ;  for  the  above  named  to  have    and   to   hold    in 
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siMidal  fruist  for  the  purposes  liereinallter  declared  ;  that  is  to  say, 
whereas,  the  said  Slater  has  made  and  executed  thirty  notes  am- 
ountiug  in  all  to  $215,000  ;  therefore,  if  the  said  Slater  should 
take  up  these  notes  as  they  became  due,  then  this  deed  was  to  be 
null  and  void  ;  otherwise  it  should  be  tlie  dutv  of  the  trustees  to 
sell  the  property  to  pa}'  tlie  notes,  for  which  purpose  the  above 
named  gentlemen  were  attorneys,  irrevocable,  and  the}'  agreed 
to  perform  the  trust  committed  to  them. 

By  this  financial  strategy  the  large  estate  of  Mr.  Slater  was 
saved  from  plunder,  and  at  the  same  time  provision  was  made 
for  the  payment  of  all  his  debts. 

If  those  who  are  financially  embarrassed  at  the  present  day 
would  adhere  to  a  similar  code  of  honor,  business  would  revive 
and  confidence  be  restored. 


At  tlie  regular  meeting  held  March  5th,  at  the 
Hall  of  the  Society,  there  was  the  usual  good  atten- 
dance, and  much  interest  was  manifested  in  the  ob- 
jects of  the  Association.  E.  H.  Rice  of  Worcei?ter 
was  elected  an  active  member,  and  John  E.  Russell 
of  Leicester,  a  corresponding  member. 

The  Librarian  reported  several  acknowledgementf^ 
from  individuals  and  societies,  of  the  receipt  of  our 
Proceedings,  and  numerous  donations  to  the  Library, 
of  books,  pamphlets,  manuscripts  and  maps. 

Augustus  Stone  gave  notice  that  the  Department 
of  Relics,  Coins  and  Curiosities,  had  organized  by  the 
choice  of  Henry  Phelps  as  Chairman,  and  Theodore 
S.  Johnson,  Secretary 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seagrave  it  was  voted  to  place 
the  Pocumtuck  Valley  Association  of  Deerfield,  Mass. 
upon  the  exchange  list  of  this  Society. 
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Mr.  E.  B.  Crane  then  read  a  very  interesting  his- 
torical Paper  upon  the  "Lumber  Business  of  Worces- 
ter," from  its  earliest  settlement,  with  brief  biograph- 
ical notices  of  the  persons  engaged  therein,  to  the 
year  1835,  when  the  Boston  and  Worcester  Railroad 
was  completed.  Mr.  Crane  promised  that  at  some 
future  meeting  he  would  continue  the  subject,  bring- 
ing it  down  to  the  present  time. 

At  the  regular  monthly  meeting  held  Tuesday 
evening,  April  2d,  there  were  present  eighteen  mem- 
bers. Fisher  A.  Bosworth  M.  D.  of  Webster,  and 
J^'ranklin  C.  Jillson  of  Worcester  were  elected  to  ac- 
tive membership.  Valuable  donations  were  received 
from  Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury,  Messrs.  Putnam  and 
Davis,  and  from  various  members  of  the  Society. 

A  letter  from  S.  F.  Haven  Esq.,  Librarian  of  the 
American  Anti(iuarian  Society,  was  read,  acknowl- 
edging the  receipt  of  our  Proceedings  and  compli- 
mentary to  the  same. 

Mr.  C.  H.  J.  Douglas,  of  Brown  University,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  society,  was  introduced,  and  read  a  valua- 
ble Paper  upon  the  subject  of  "Family  Histories," 
which  was  listened  to  with  much  interest  and  satis- 
faction. Dr.  George  Chandler  of  Worcester,  the 
author  ol  a  very  elaborate  work,  on  the  Genealogy 
of  the  ^'Chandler  Family,"  being  present  by  invita- 
tion, was  called  upon  by  the  President,  and  made 
some  interesting  remarks  upon  the  same  subject. 

On  motion  of  Franklin  P.  Rice,  it  was  voted  that 
Mr.  Douglas  be  reciuested   to   furnish  a  copy   of  his 
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Paper  for  preservation  in  the  archives  of  this  Society. 
Hon.  Chirk  Jillson  presented  to  the  Societj^  a  pair 
of  Hands  recentlv  removed  from  the  Old  South  clock 
in  this  city,  prefacing  the  same  with  historical  rem- 
arks concerning  the  old  clock  and  its  labor,  for  a 
period  of  more  than  seventy-five  years. 

In  behalf  of  Mr.  A.  B.  Prouty  of  this  city,  Mr. 
Jillson  presented  the  Society  with  a  machine  for  the 
manufacture  of  card  teeth  previous  to  the  invention 
of  card  setting  machines.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  ten- 
dered to  Mr.  Prouty.  Interesting  remarks  were  made 
by  Dr.  Chandler,  Mr.  Jillson  and  others,  concerning 
the  various  stages  of  the  manufacture  of  card  teeth, 
and  setting  of  the  same,  before  the  invention  of  ma- 
chines for  doing  that  work. 

Mr.  Crane  read  a  continuation  of  his  Papef  on  the 
"Lumber  Business  of  Worcester,"  from  1835  to  the 
present  time,  together  with  brief  Biographical  sket- 
ches of  the  persons  engaged  therein. 

The  following  embraces  the  entire  Paper  read  by 
Mr.  Crane  before  the  Societv.  It  contains  an  abun- 
dance  of  Local  Historj^,  gleaned  with  the  greatest 
care  from  various  reliable  sources,  and  for  the  first 
time  gathered  into  a  single  article,  couched  in  such 
language  as  to  make  it  attractive  and  instructive  to 
the  general  reader.  Its  Genealogical  and  Biograph- 
ical information  make  it  exdeedingly  valuable  for 
future  reference,  to  all  who  are  or  may  become  resi- 
dents of  Worcester. 
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THE  LUMBER  BUSINESS  OF  WORCESTER. 

On  tlie  15th  daj*  of  Ma}',  1667,Capt  Daniel  Gookin,  Capt  Eid- 
ward  Johnson,  Mr.  Samuel  Andrew  and  Andrew  Belcher,  senior, 
were  instructed  b}-  the  Great  and  General  Court  at  Boston,  to 
view  the  countrj'  near  Quinslgamond  Ponds,  and  to  report  whe- 
ther in  their  opinion  ''the  place  be  capable  to  make  a  village." 

Messrs.  Gookin,  Johnson  and  Belcher  made  answer  to  that  re- 
quest, Oct.  20,  1668,  recommending  the  location  for  a  town; 
it  being,  as  they  said,  "conveniently  situated,  well  watered  with 
ponds  and  brooks,  and  containing  a  tract  of  very  good  chestnut 
tree  laud — a  large  quantity — but  the  meadow  we  find  not  so 
much."  By  tlie  report  of  this  Committee,  we  establish  the  fact 
that  the  territory  selected  for  the  Quinsigamond  Plantation,  called 
Worcester  in  1684,  was  a  well  timbered  country  ;  and  although 
the  chestnut  was  perhaps  the  most  abundant,  yet  the  pine,  oak, 
walnut,  ash,  birch  and  maple  were  also  natives  of  the  soil,  all 
doing  their  part  toward  making  up  the  shady  groves  and  leafy 
forests  that  covered  the  rock}'  hill-slopes,  and  darkened  the  deep 
valle3's  of  this  then  wild  and  trackless  wilderness.  Here  the  earlj' 
settlers  found  material  close  at  hand  with  which  to  construct  log 
huts  for  shelter  in  time  of  peace,  and  Garrison  houses  to  which 
the}'  might  flee  for  safety  from  attacks  of  the  prowling,  blood- 
thirsty Indians.  At  this  time  every  man  in  the  settlement,  from 
the  Parson  to  the  drudge,  was  a  Lumberman  and  .Carpenter, 
performing  the  duties  of  both  trades,  from  the  felling  of  the  tree 
toj^repariug  and  placing  the  logs  in  proper  position  to  complete 
the  cabin  ;  with  but  the  axe  and  the  hand-saw  for  tools  to  aid 
them  in  their  work. 

According  to  records  found  the  first  saw-mill,  an  institution  so 
indispensable  to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  new  town,  was 
built  about  1684,  by  Capt.  John  Wing  who  came  from  Boston 
and  located,  it  is  said,  on  Fort  River,  now  called  Mill  Brook,  a 
short  distance  above  Lincoln  Square,  where  a  tract  of  80  acres 
of  land  surrounding  his  mill,  and  on  the  north  side  of  the  brook, 
with  exclusive  privilege  of  its  water,  was  assigne<l  to  Ca[)t. 
Wing  in  1685. 

Owing  to  a  lack  of  confidence  in  the  i)retende(l  fricndshii)  of  the 
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Nipuuu'k  Iiulians  and  other  tribes  wlio  frequented  this  h>cality, 

the  settloiiii'iit  came  to  a  stand-still  and  was  even  (juite  deserted 

from  H>x(}  until  the  conclusion  of  peace  with  the  Indians  in  1713. 

In  October  of  that  vear  Mr.  .Jonas  Rice,  with  his  family,  moved 

•  ft 

into  the  town,  and  for  more  than  a  vear  were  the  only  white  oc- 
cupants.  The  boldness  of  Mr.  Rice  having  establisheti  confi- 
dence in  the  safety  of  a  renewal  of  the  settlement,  several  fami- 

ft. 

lies  found  their  way  within  the  iMninds  of  Worcester  in  the  year 
171o.  The  records  are  silent  !*o  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn 
as  to  whether  Capt.  Wing's  saw-mill  was  found  intact  at  this  time 
or  not ;  but  another  was  soon  built  by  Mr.  Obediah  Ward  of 
Sudbury,  who  was  born  Dec.  10,  KMJ/J,  son  of  Richard  and  Mary 
More  Ward,  and  grandson  of  William  Ward,  one  of  the  early 
settlersof  Sudbur}-,  and  proprietor  of  lands  there  as  earl^-  as 
1639.  Obediah  married  Joanna  Harrington  of  Watertown,  Dec. 
20,  1G98,  and  settled  in  Sudbur}'.  ^n  17U),  he  came  to  Worces- 
ter and  erected  this  saw-mill  on  Mill  Brook  near  the  present 
location  of  Mr.  Cieo.  Crompton's  Loom  Works  on  Green  street. 
This  mill  he  bequeathed  by  his  will,  dated  Dec.  16,  1717,  to  his 
eldest  son,  Richard,  and  died  in  Worcester  the  day  following  its 
execution,  aged  05  years. 

Richard  was  born  in  1(594,  and  married  Lydia  Wheelock  of 
Sudbury,  Jan.  1,  1718.  After  living  some  ^'ears  in  Worcester 
he  moved  to  Holden  where  he  died  in  1756,  aged  62  years. 

Jonas,  son  of  Richard,  married  Abigail  Child,  of  Newton, 
where  they  lived  for  some  time,  but  in  1744  were  in  Worcester,  in 
1759  in  Shrewsbury,  in  1774  in  Sutton.  It  is  uncertain  whether 
any  other  of  Richard's  children  made  their  home  in  Worcester. 

In  1718  the  village  of  Worcester  boasted  of  about  200  inhabi- 
tants and  58  dwellings,  constnicted  principally  of  logs,  with  oiled 
paper  to  let  in  the  light,  in  place  of  window  glass  that  being  a 
luxury  few  families  could  afford. 

Again  the  peace  of  the  country  was  disturbed  by  the  renewal 
of  Indian  hostilities,  and  the  growth  of  all  the  frontier  towns  re- 
ceived a  severe  check.  From  1 722  to  1 765  the  struggle  with  the 
Indians  and  French  invaders  absorbed  the  attention  of  the  early 
settlers,  and  many  of  the  new  plantations  were  left  to  languish 
for  a  time,  and  for  many  years  previous  to  1731 ,  Worcester  ranke<l 
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5  among  the  towns  in  the  county,  in  population   and   valuation. 

In  1749  Mr.  Simon  Gates  of  Marlboro,  a  son  of  Simon  and 
Sarah  (Woo<is)  Gates,  bom  Dec.  11,  1710,  took  unto  himself  a 
wife,  Miss  Sarah  Howe,  and  came  to  Worcester,  taking  up  his 
residence  on  the  souther!}'  side  of  what  is  now  Goes'  pond,  and 
soon  after  erected  a  saw-mill  on  the  site  where  now  now  stands 
Mr.  Loring  Goes'  brick  shop,  on  Tatnuck  Brook.  When  the 
workmen  were  putting  in  the  foundation  for  this  shop  the  old 
mud-sills  of  Mr.  Gates*  mill  were  found  in  a  good  state  of  pres- 
ervation, they  having  been  for  many  years  buried  deep  under 
the  surface  of  the  ground. 

In  1790  the  inhabitants  of  Worcester  numbered  2044,  showing 
an  increase  in  72  years,  of  1844  persons.  The  population  in 
1820  was  2962,  and  during  the  next  five  years  about  700  more 
were  added  to  the  number.  This  growth  in  population  caused  a 
greater  demand  for  lumber,  and  other  saw-mills  were  put  in  op- 
eration as  necessity  required.  The  owners  or  lessees  of  these 
mills  were  not  onl}'  the  manufacturers  but  dealers,  filling  orders 
for  frames  and  finish  lumber  directl}'  from  their  mill-jards. 

As  early  as  1 770  Mr.  Thomas  Drury  is  s^id  to  have  had  a  saw- 
mill in  operation  in  the  south  part  of  the  town,  (now  Auburn)  ; 
also  Josiah  Rice,  who.  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  owned 
another  some  ^'ears  later  just  uortli  but  near  the  present  boundary' 
line  of  Auburn  on  what  is  now  called  Kettle  Brook.  Stowell's 
mill  on  Weasel  brook  in  the  north  part  of  the  town  was  built  in 
1773.  Deacon  Elijah  Waters  advertised  his  saw-mill,  at  Mill-  , 
bury,  for  sale,  March  (>,  1815  ;  also  one  located  a  mile  from  the 
centre  of  the  town  of  Leicester,  belonging  to  Peter  Slater,  was 
placed  on  the  market  about  the  same  time.  Goming  down  a  little 
later  we  find  Pickfortl's  mill  on  Tatnuck  brook,  KajUv's  on  Beaver 
brook  at  its  junction  with  Pleasant  street,  Sargent's  at  Glierry 
Valley,  Patch  and  Moore's  on  Tatnuck  brook,  just  above  Goes' 
Pond.  These  mills  were  of  a  very  sim[)le  pattern  with  an  up 
and  down  saw,  manufacturing  lumber  not  more  than  KJ  feet  in 
length,  while  all  timber  over  that  length  was  hewn  from  the  log. 

A  first  class  mill  at  this  time  could  saw  1000  feet  of  boards 
evep'  day  in  the  year,  a  fact  of  which  the  owners  boasted  ;  but 
what  a  contrast  when  we  comi)are  that  with  the  capacity  of  one 
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of  the  UKKleni  mills  which  with  one  circular  saw  will  cut  20  to 
25  thousand  feet  per  day. 

As  early  as  IHIT),  and  previous  to  that  time,. the  store  keeiiere 
began  to  receive  limiber  in  exchange  for  merchandize.  Mr.  Fra- 
zier  Sargent  opened  a  new  store  one  door  south  of  the  Bank,  and 
under  date  of  Jan.  11,  18ir»,  advertised  to  receive  all  kinds  of 
lumber  in  payment  for  domestic  cotton,  woolen  and  other  goods, 
of  which  he  kept  a  general  assortment ;  but  I  have  been  unable 
to  learn  whetlier  much  lumber  passed  through  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Sargent  or  not. 

On  the  22  day  of  May,  IHKi,  Mr.  Horatio  (iates  llenshaw 
opened  a  store  at  New  Worcester  near  the  present  location  of  the 
residence  of  the  late  A.  (i.  Goes,  ottering  for  sale  a  general  as- 
sortment of  goods  such  as  was  usually  kept  in  a  country  store  ; 
advertising  to  receive  lumber  in  exchange  for  goods.  On  the 
26th  da}'  of  Feb.,  1H17,  he  advertised  for  sale  a  quantity  of 
boards  and  other  lumber  on  liberal  credit ;  and  on  the  1 7th  day 
of  Sept.,  1817,  he  gave  notice  in  the  Spy  of  his  removal  into 
his  new  store  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  which  was  where 
the  Elm  wood  House  now  stands.  For  many  years  Mr.  Henshaw 
carried  on  a  successful  business,  continuing  the  sale  of  lumlier 
as  late  as  1824.  He  was  born  at  Leicester  in  1 788,  and  was  son 
of  Col.  William  Henshaw  of  Revolutionary  fame  who  was  born  in 
Boston  in  1735,  and  removed  to  Leicester  with  his  father,  Daniel 
Henshaw  Esq.,  in  1748.  Mr.  Horatio  Gates  Henshaw,  when  a 
young  man,  served  his  time  as  clerk  in  the  store  of  Mr.  Stephen 
Salisbuiy,  father  of  the  present  Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury.  Aft^r 
retiring  from  business  at  New  Worcester,  Mr.  llenshaw  returned 
to  Leicester  and  was  for  many  years,  until  1845,  cashier  of  the 
Leicester  Bank.. 

On  the  16th  day  of  Sept.  1822,  a  copartnership  was  formed 
between  John  W.  Stiles  and  Benjamin  Butman.  They  immedi- 
ately opened  a  store  two  doors  north  of  the  Brick  Hotel,  where 
they  offered  for  sale  a  general  assortment  of  goods  such  as  was 
usually  kept  in  a  couutr}-  store,  not  even  omitting  the  rum  and 
molasses  then  so  common.  They  also  advertised  to  receive  lum- 
ber of  good  quality  in  exchange  for  other  go(xi8,  and  business 
was  continued  at  this  place  under  the  firm   name  of  Stiles  and 
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Biitinan  four  years,  when  the  firm  was  dissolved  Sept.  20,  1826, 
and  on  the  same  da}'  Mr  Butman  formed  a  new  association  with 
Mr.  Alfred  Dwight  Foster,  and  continued  the  same  business  un- 
der the  style  of  Benjamin  Butman  &  Co. 

Mr.  John  W.  Stiles  was  born  in  Keene  N.  H.,  a  brother  of 
Jeremiah  Stiles,  the  painter,  who  was  so  well  known  in  Worces- 
ter in  the  early  part  of  this  centurj',  and  was  drowned  in  Long 
l*ond.  Their  father  was  Capt.  Jeremiah  Stiles  who  served  in  the 
revolutionary  war,  receiving  special  notice  for  services  rendered 
on  several  occasions.  He  was  a  representative  from  Keene  for 
twelve  3'ear8.  Mr.  John  W.  Stiles  passed  his  3'ounger  days  in 
his  native  town,  where  he  married  Marj'  Maccarty,  while  a  stu- 
dent in  the  office  of  her  father.  Dr.  Maccarty.  He  soon  went  to 
Templeton  Mass.  ,an(l  engaged  in  mercantile  business,  where  he 
remained  until  April  9th,  1821,  when  he  came  to  Worcester  and 
was  prosperous  as  a  business  man. 

He  built  the  house  next  east  from  the  Library  Building  on  Elm 
street,  where  he  resided  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  left  two 
daughters,  L^dia  w^ho  married  A.  D.  Foster,  and  Mary  Maccarty 
who  married  Henry  K.  Newcomb,  for  manj'  years  Crier  of  the 
Courts,  and  sun  of  Judge  Newcomb  of  Greenfield. 

The  old  firm  had  estal)lished  quite  a  lumber  business,  and  the 
new  one,  Benjamin  Butman  &  Co.,  advertised,  Aug.  29,  1827, 
in  connection  with  other  trade,  Northern  and  Eastern  lumber. 
Perhaps  they  were  the  first  to  bring  eastern  lumber  into  Worces- 
ter, for  sale,  it  then  having  to  be  transported  with  teams  from 
Boston.  In  the  fall  of  1828,  on  the  opening  of  the  Blackstone 
Canal,  this  firm  received  lumber  in  considerable  quantities  from 
Bangor.  Maine,  and  must  have  carried  on  quite  a  trade  in  this 
line  until  the  dissolution  of  the  copartnership,  July  '2H^  1835. 

Alfred  Dwight  Foster  was  son  of  Hon.  Dwight  Foster,  born  in 
Brookfield  Mass.,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  University  in  1819,  and 
studied  law  in  the  office  of  Samuel  M.  Burnside  Esq.,  of  Wor- 
cester. He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1822,  and  after  two  year's 
practice  in  his  native  town  he  came  to  Worcester  in  1825  and  be- 
came a  law  partner  with  Mr.  Burnside  who  retired  from  practice 
in  1827.  He  was  representative  from  Worcester  in  1831,  1832 
and  1833.     He  was  selectman  in  1832  ;  one  of  the   trustees  of 
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the  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  and  treasurer  of  that  institution  for 
manj^  3'ears  from  1833.  In  1831  he  delivered  the  annual  address 
before  the  scholars,  teachers  and  friends  of  the  Center  School 
District.  He  was  secretary'  of  the  Worcester  Lyceum  in  1832, 
and  its  president  in  1836.  He  was  the  first  president  of  the 
Quinsigamond  Bank,  in  1833,  and  one  of  the  original  trustees  of 
the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society  to  which  office  he 
was  chosen  Sept  19,  1840.  He  died  in  August,  1852,  aged  52. 
All  the  duties  of  the  many  offices  of  trust  which  he  held  were  dis- 
charged with  abilit}'  and  fidelity,  and  he  was  one  of  our  most  re- 
spected citizens. 

After  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Foster  from  the  firm  of  Benjamin 
Butman  &  Co.,  the  business  was  continued  by  Mr.  Butman,  and 
on  the  30th  day  of  Sept.,  1835,  he  offered  for  sale  two  cargos 
of  Bangor  lumber  which  he  was  then  receiving  by  Railroad  and 
Canal.  He  sold  out  to  Mr.  E.  F.  Dixie,  April  6th,  1836,  which 
was  perhaps  the  end  of  his  trade  in  lumber,  although  some  yesLia 
later  he  was  again  engaged  in  the  grocer}^  business. 

Benjamin  Butman  was  son  of  Benjamin  Butman,  senior,  the 
Tailor,  whose  shop  was  on  the  east  side  of  Main  street,  at  Lin- 
coln Square,  it  being  the  second  building  south  of  the  comer ; 
and  his  residence  was  at  one  time  on  the  westerl}'  side  of  Salis- 
bury street  near  the  Jo  Bill  road,  where  Benjamin  Jr.  was  born, 
March  8th,  1787.  Mr.  Butman  Sr.  afterward  kept  the  Hancock 
Arms  Tavern,  which  stood  on  the  west  side  of  Lincoln  street  a 
short  distance  above  the  Square.  About  1805,  he  removed  to 
Dixmont,  Maine,  where  he  died  June  8th,  1843. 

Benjamin  Butman  Jr.  when  a  young  man,  was  clerk  in  the 
drug  store  of  Messrs  Dix  and  Brinlej',  at  Boston,  afterwards  es- 
tablishing himself  in  business  at  Portland,  Maine,  and  while  a 
merchant  there,  married  Sally  Robinson,  Feb.  22,  1813,  daughter 
of  Jeremiah  and  Mary  (Stevens)  Robinson,  of  Worcester. 

After  some  years  of  close  application,  his  health  failing,  he 
went  to  New  Orleans  where  he  remained  a  few  years  and  then 
returned  to  Worcester  and  formed  the  copartnership  with  Mr. 
Stiles  as  before  mentioned.  His  wife  died  Sept.  9th,  1828,  and 
he  married  for  his  second  wife  Mrs  Maria  Cooley  of  Longmeadow 
Mass.,  daughter  of  Col.  Burt,  Oct.  1829. 
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Mr.  Butman  was  an  energetic,  honest  business  man,  and  did 
much  for  the  growth  and  improvement  of  Worcester.  In  1818 
he  purchased  the  Ward  estate,  consisting  of  about  30  acres  of 
land,  located  on  the  west  side  of  Main  street,  nearly  opposite 
the  Common.  In  1825  he  sold  one  acre  of  the  land  on  which 
stood  the  Ward  or  Sheriff  Chandler  mansion,  to  Calvin  Willard, 
who  in  1834  conveyed  it  to  to  the  late  Judge  Barton.  Mr.  But- 
mau,  about  1827,  built  the  house  now  owned  and  occupied  by 
Dr.  Joseph  Sargent,  where  he  lived  for  several  years. 

Mr.  Butman  was  Deacon  of  the  second  parish  church  for  13 
3'ear8,  was  one  of  the  original  stock  holders  of  the  Central  Bank, 
and  president  of  that  corporation  from  1828  till  1836.  In  Octo- 
of  that  year  he  was  chosen  the  first  president  of  the  Citizens* 
Bank,  and  was  treasurer  of  the  Worcester  L3'ceum  in  1830.  He 
built  Brinley  block  and  Butman  block  on  Main  street,  besides 
adding  many  other  improvements  to  town  and  city.  He  died 
at  his  residence  on  Maj'  sti'eet.  May  12th,  1872,  and  his  wife 
died  March  19th  1876. 

Previous  to  1828  Worcester  had  been  a  farming  village  with 
less  than  4000  inhabitants,  but  the  sudden  increase  of  trade  and 
the  general  activity  of  busines,  caused  by  the  opening  of  the 
Blackstoue  Canal  in  October  of  that  3*ear,  induced  new  hands  to 
embark  in  mercantile  pursuits.  Mr.  Hammond  Howe,  Nov.  26, 
1828,  advertised  lumber,  including  Carolina  Hard  Pine  Flooring, 
for  sale  at  his  yard  on  Central  street,  at  the  head  of  the  Canal. 
On  the  24th  of  Dec.  of  the  same  year,  he  formed  a  connection 
with  Nathan  Perkins  and  David  Scribner,  of  Brunswick,  Maine, 
and  Samuel  R.  Jackson  also  of  Maine,  for  the  purpose  of  carr}'- 
ing  on  the  lumber  business  in  Worcester,  under  the  style  of 
Howe,  Jackson  &  Co. ,  at  the  Blackstone  Canal  Lumber  Yard. 
The}'  then  had  two  cai^os  of  lumber  at  Providence  awaiting 
transportation  b}'  Canal  to  Worcester.  For  four  years  this  firm 
flourished,  but  was  dissolved  Jan.  23,  1832. 

On  the  8th  of  Feb.  1832,  Mr.  Howe  formed  a  new  copartn- 
ership with  a  Mr.  Thaxter,  under  the  firm  name  of  Howe  &  Thax- 
ter,  continuing  the  sale  of  lumber  in  connection  with  East  India 
goods,  flour.  Grain  &c.,  but  they  were  not  verj'  successful,  enjoy- 
ing a  short  life  of  about  one  year. 
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Mr.  Howe  was  from  Shrewsbury,  born  Sei>t.  14,  1«()4,  a  son 
of  Lyman  and  Sylvia  (Slocomb)  Howe,  grandson  of  Gideon, 
and  great  grandson  of  Capt.  Daniel  Howe. 

Samuel  R.  Jackson,  after  making  his  residence  in  Worcester 
for  several  years,  went  to  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  IVoin  there  to 
California.  On  returning  home  the  vessel  in  which  he  sailed 
was  wrecked  on  the  Pacific  coast,  but  he  was  rescued  and  linally 
reached  his  famil}'  in  safety  at  Providence.  When  the  sad  news 
announcing  the  above  named  disaster  reached  his  home,  prayers 
were  offered  in  church,  but  the  voice  of  the  venerable  i)a8tor  had 
hardl}*  ceased  to  echo  before  Mr.  Jackson  appeared  among  his 
friends,  having  reached  Providence  almost  as  soon  as  tiie  news 
of  his  probable  death. 

As  early  as  Dec.,  1828,  Mr.  Daniel  Hey  wood  kept  Eastern 
Pine  and  Cedar  Shingles  for  sale,  and  on  the  21st  of  April,  1830, 
advertised  "Messrs.  Patch  and  Moore's  No.  1  &  2  Bundle  Laths 
constantly'  on  hand,  superior  to  all,  and  sold  lower  than  any  other 
make."  Mr.  Hey  wood  sold  lumber  for  several  j'ears,  from  his 
store  on  the  south  comer  of  Main  and  Elm  streets,  but  his  trade 
was  confined  principall}'  to  short  lumber.  He  was  son  of  Capt. 
Daniel,  and  grandson  of  Deacon  Daniel  He}' wood. 

About  1829,  Dea.  Alpheus  Merrifield  opened  a  yard  for  the 
sale  of  lumber  on  the  north  side  of  Central  street,  near  Summer 
street.  He  was  a  caq>enter  and  builder,  carrying  on  that  busi- 
ness in  connection  with  the  lumber  trade. 

Mr.  Merrifield  was  bom  Nov.  12,  1779,  son  of  Timothv  who 
came  to  Worcester  from  Sherbom  about  1 780,  and  settled  in  the 
north  part  of  the  town,  on  the  old  turnpike,  between  H olden  and 
Shrewsbury.  Alpheus  married  Marj-  TroA'bridge,  daughter  of 
Dea.  William  Trowbridge  who  lived  in  the  south  part  of  the 
town.  Dea.  Merrifield  was  one  of  the  staunch  men  of  the  town, 
often  occupying  places  of  responsibility  and  tmst.  He  was 
Deacon  of  the  second  parish  church  for  20  \'ears  fVom  1827,  was 
Chairman  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  for  several  years,  and  for 
four  years  one  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town.  He  was  one  of  the 
Directors  of  the  Worcester  Association  for  the  mutual  detecting 
of  thieves,  Surve3'or  of  Highways  for  the  first  district  in  1845, 
and  one  of  the  Assessors  in  1850. 
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Mr.  Merrifield  resided  on  Summer  street,  near  Central,  and 
for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  was  a  lumber  dealer  in  Worces- 
ter, continuing  the  business  until  his  death  in  1853. 

Mr.  William  T.  Merrifield,  son  of  Dea.  Alpheus,  began  the 
sale  of  lumber  in  1831,  opening  a  yard  near  his  residence  on 
Summer  street,  near  Bridge  street,  at  first  confining  his  trade 
mainly  to  shingles  and  clapboards.  In  1835,  he  removed  his 
business  to  Exchange  street,  where  he  associated  with  the  sale 
of  lumber  the  manufacture  of  sash,  blinds,  and  general  house 
finish  ;  also  the  taking  of  houses  to  build  by  contract. 

Previous  to  1830  nearly  all  the  lumber  consumed  here  had 
been  obtained  within  the  limits  of  the  town,  but  in  1835  the  de- 
mand had  so  far  increased  that  it  became  necessary  to  draw 
the  supph'  from  neighboring  places.  Holden,  Princeton,  Hub- 
bardston,  Templeton,  Gardner,  Winchendon,  New  Salem,  Or- 
ange and  Irving,  all,  each  in  its  turn,  were  robbed  of  their  choi- 
cest and  best  timber,  that  Worcester  might  be  developed  into 
a  prosperous  cit}' .  The  price  for  common  lumber,  in  1833,  was 
about  88  per  thousand  feet,  and  the  best  qualities  could  be  pur- 
chased at  $15  per  thousand. 

For  many  3'ears  IMr.  William  T.  Merrifield  in  company'  with 
his  ftither  often  made  tours  through  the  towns  above  mentioned, 
visiting  the  various  saw-mills,  for  the  purpose  of  making  con- 
tracts for  lumber  during  the  season,  or  to  purchase  special  lots 
that  might  come  to  their  notice,  all  of  which  had  to  be  convej^ed 
to  Worcester  by  teams ;  and  after  all  this  labor  and  expense, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  very  little  labor  saving  machinery 
was  then  in  use,  b}'  which  the  contractor  or  builder  could  gain 
any  advantage,  3'et  at  this  time,  a  house  of  good  size  and  stj'le 
could  be  constructed  for  from  $850  to  $1100. 

In  1837  or  1838  Mr.  Merrifield  put  in  operation  some  machi- 
nery for  working  lumber,  such  as  circular  saws  and  a  Daniels 
planer,  (a  Worcester  invention)  driven  by  horse  power.  In  1840 
he  established  the  first  steam  planing  mill  in  the  town. 

In  1842  he  erected  a  steam  mill  in  the  town  of  Princeton  for 
the  manufacture  of  lumber,  clearing  off  (500  acres  of  timber  land 
around  this  first  mill  of  the  kind  in  Worcester  Count}'.  Mr. 
Merrifield  continued  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  lumber  until 
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the  building  of  his  extensive  machine  shops  on  Exchange  street. 

The  first  circular  saw  used  in  Worcester  was  set  in  operation 
at  the  Old  R3d  Mills  on  Green  strset,  b}'  Mr.  Lewis  Brown  who 
also  had  in  use  the  first  steam  engine  in  the  town,  and  though 
it  was  an  object  of  great  curiosity' ,  its  motive  power  was  of  little 
value  for  practical  use. 

In  June  1834,  Messrs.  D.  &  J.  Bennett  of  Hubbai*dston,  John 
F.  Clark  and  Nathan  Heard  of  Worcester,  advertised  for  sale  at 
their  yard  on  iSummer  street,  corner  of  Central  street,  a  general 
assortment  of  lumber,  but  confined  themselves  principally  to  Nor- 
thern or  country  stock,  but  tliey  continued  the  business  only  a 
short  time. 

On  the  18th  day  of  Feb.,  1845,  Mr.  Elbridge  Hewett,  father 
of  the  present  Mr.  George  F.  Hewett,  offered  for  sale  Northern 
round  edge  lumber  on  the  stand  formerlj''  occupied  by  Messrs 
Howe  &  Thaxter,  on  Central  street.  Mr.  Hewett  was  also  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery-  business,  and  the  running  of  teams  carrying 
supplies  to  towns  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  count}-  returning 
with  lumber  to  replenish  his  stock  in  trade ;  but  he  discontinued 
the  sale  of  lumber  in  1850. 

Mr.  Hewitt  was  a  native  of  Uxbridge,  and  after  the  opening 
of  the  canal  run  the  boat  ''John  Tyler"  and  later  was  engaged 
in  the  grocery  trade  on  Central  street,  near  the  canal. 

On  Friday  the  3d  day  of  July,  1835,  the  people  of  Worcester 
were  delighted  by  the  arrival  of  the  long  expected  passenger  train 
fh>m  Boston,  laden  with  the  Directors  and  a  number  of  their 
friends,  to  witness  the  completion  of  the  Boston  and  Worcester 
Railroad,  which,  after  a  short  stop  at  the  Foster  street  station, 
returned  to  Boston  the  same  night.  The  next  day,  according  to 
previous  arrangement,  two  trains,  each  composed  of  eleven  cara 
drawn  by  two  engines,  started  simultaneously  from  Boston  and 
Worcester,  passing  over  the  road  twice  each  way  during  the  day, 
carrying  over  1500  passengers.  This  was  but  preliminary  to  the 
grand  opening  celebration,  which  occurred  on  Monday  Jul}'  6th. 

A  committee  of  arrangements  composed  of  30  persons,  with 
Charles  Allen  Esq.  as  chairman,  had  made  ample  preparation  for 
entertaining  all  persons  suflSciently  interested  in  the  prosperity 
of  the  town  and  the  success  of  the  railroad  enterprise,   to  be 
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present  and  participate  in  the  festivities  of  this  grand  occasion. 

Early  in  the  day  the  people  from  the  surrounding  towns  began 
to  flock  in,  giving  the  streets  a  lively  appearance,  while  from  the 
window  and  house-top  fluttered  the  time  honored  Stars  and 
Stripes.  About  1  o'clock  P.  M.  the  train  arrived  from  Boston, 
bringing  some  300  invited  guests,  including  directors,  stock- 
holders and  their  friends.  They  came  in  twelve  cars  propelled 
by  two  engines.  A  vast  concourse  of  citizens  had  congregated 
at  the  depot  to  meet  them,  and  the  arrival  of  the  train  was  an- 
nounced b}'  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  discharge  of  cannon. 

A  procession  was  formed  under  the  direction  of  Gen.  Nathan 
Heard  as  chief  Marshal,  and  moved  under  the  escort  of  the  Wor- 
cester Light  Infantrj^  under  command  of  Capt.  Chas.  H.  Geer, 
to  the  Town  Hall,  where  in  the  lower  part  of  the  building  col- 
lation had  been  prepared  for  the  invited  guests.  The  throng 
was  so  great  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  issue  tickets  of  admisson 
to  the  tables,  in  order  to  prevent  confusion,  and  award  proper 
treatment  to  those  who  were  to  be  entertained. 

Hon.  Levi  Lincoln  presided,  and  among  the  guests  were  Hon. 
Edward  Everett,  the  venerable  Chief  Justice  Artemas  Ward,  Hon. 
Francis  Baylies,  Hon.  Geoi-ge  Bliss,  Hon.  Alexander  H.  Everett, 
Hon.  Josiah  Quincy,  Hon.  Nathan  Hale,  Julius  Rockwell,  Esq. 
and  many  other  prominent  citizens  of  our  own  State,  and  some 
from  neighboring  States. 

On  the  '2Sd  of  Sept.,  1835,  the  Boston  and  Worcester  Railroad 
was  fonnally  opened  to  freight  traffic  by  advertising  that  Freight 
and  merchandize  generallj'  would  be  transported  from  Boston  to 
Worcester  at  $3.50  per  2000  pounds,  and  that  wool,  feathers  and 
other  light  and  bulky  articles  would  be  chained  higher. 

At  the  time  of  the  opening  of  the  Blackstone  Canal,  the  pop- 
ulation of  Worcester  was  about  4000,  and  for  the  ten  years  pre- 
ceding that  event  the  increase  was  very  slow,  the  rate  being  about 
121  per  year.  Following  that  occurrence,  and  up  to  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad,  the  increase  was 
2611  souls,  or  373  per  annum,  showing  that  water  communication 
with  Providence  R,  I.  had  been  a  great  advantage,  and  had  stim- 
ulated the  growth  of  Worcester  in  a  marked  degree,  and  now 
the  railroad  was  to  give  it  a  new  impetus,  for  during  the   next 
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fifteen  years  the  population  increased  at  the  rate  of  about  425 
each  3'ear,  with  a  corresponding  a<lvancement  in  business  affaii*s. 

There  were,  in  1835,  four  lumber  dealers  in  the  town.  Deacon 
Benjamin  Butman,  Deacon  Ali)heus  Merrifield,  his  son  William 
T.  Merrifield  and  Mr.  Elbridge  Hewett,  who  did  almost  the  en- 
tire business.  Others  may  have  done  something,  but  in  a  small 
or  secondary'  way. 

The  competition  of  the  railroad  presented  disadvantages  as 
well  as  advantages.  The  lumber  dealers  in  Boston  advertised 
their  stock  in  the  Worcester  papers,  creating  boraething  of  a 
competition,  which  continued  to  some  extent  until  lumber  was 
placed  by  rail  in  Worcester  as  cheaply  as  in  Boston,  an  accom- 
plishment attained  only  within  the  past  ten  or  twelve  ^'ears. 

On  the  18th  of  May,  1886,  Alvin  Waite  &  Co.  offered  for  sale 
a  general  assortment  of  eastern  and  northern  lumber,  at  their 
yard  on  Summer  street,  opposite  the  Hospital.  Mr.  Waite  was 
a  carpenter  and  builder  bj*  trade,  a  native  of  Hubbardston,  fit>m 
whence  he  came  to  Worcester.  He  owned  quite  an  estate,  in- 
cluding his  residence  on  Summer  street,  near  Howard,  which 
street  he  built  up,  as  well  as  the  greater  part  of  Blackstone  street. 

He  afterwards  built  a  fine  residence  on  the  corner  of  Main  and 
Chandler  streets  where  he  died.  This  place  was  afterwards 
owned  bj'  Thomas  H.  Dodge  Esq.  who  sold  it  to  the  Park  street 
Methodist  Societ}',  and  it  is  now  used  bj-  them  as  a  parsonage 
having  been  moved  to  the  rear  of  the  lot  to  make  room  for  the 
Trinity  Church  edifice.  Mr.  Waite  was  at  one  time  engaged 
with  William  J.  Baker  in  the  iron  business  on  Manchester  street 
in  an  old  building  now  used  b}-  Mr.  Baker  for  storing  lumber. 

On  the  4th  day  of  July,  1838,  Joseph  Pratt  and  Mr.  fikiward 
Earle  advertised  to  sell  Eastern  boards,  plank,  joist,  clapboards 
and  shingles,  at  Washington  Square,  under  the  style  of  Joseph 
Pratt  &  Co.  This  firm  was  dissolved  Feb.  27th,  1831),  and  a 
new  copartnership  was  formed  b}'  the  same  men  for  the  sale  of 
iron  and  steel,  using  the  firm  name  of  Edwai*d  Earle  &  Co.,  do- 
ing business  at  Washington  Square  as  before.  Mr.  Pratt  is  still 
engaged  in  the  same  business  on  the  same  spot,  with  Mr  Francis 
H.  Inman.  Mr.  Earle  was  the  late  Mayor. Earle  whose  goodness 
and  ability  were  so  well  known  to  Worcester  people. 
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On  the  10th  of  April,  1839,  Ajres,  Woodworth  &  Co.  offered 
boards,  shingles  and  laths  for  sale,  on  the  west  side  of  Washing- 
ton Square,  adding  brick  to  their  stock  in  trade.  In  the  month 
of  Oct.  following,  Geo.  M.  Rice  &  Co.  advertised  to  sell  Eastern 
claphoanis  in  connection  with  lime  and  cement,  having  a  store  at 
Washington  Square  ;  also  one  on  Central  street,  near  the  canal. 

Mr.  Rice  is  at  present  treasurer  of  the  Rice,  Barton  and  Fales 
Manufacturing  Co.,  and  president  of  the  Safe  Deposit  and  Trust 
Company.  The  amount  of  lumber  business  transacted  by  the 
firms  just  mentioned  was  not  large,  e\'idently  of  a  secondar}'^  na- 
ture, and  not  requiring  much  of  their  time. 

On  the  28th  of  August,  1839,  Henry  Goulding  &  Co.,  man- 
ufacturers of  woolen  machinery,  with  shops  on  School  street,  ad- 
ded the  sale  of  lumber  to  their  business.  They  advertised  all 
kinds  of  Eastern  Bangor  stock,  and  to  do  ^•epairing,  jobbing  &c. 

For  four  or  five  3'ears  this  firm  conducted  quite  an  extensive 
trade,  receiving  large  quantities  of  lumber  from  the  east. 

Gradually  they  began  to  relinquish  this  department  of  their 
business,  finally  giving  their  whole  attention  to  machiner}'. 

Henry  Cioulding  was  brother  of  Eli  and  Peter,  now  residents 
of  this  city,  and  father  of  the  present  William  H.  Goulding  who 
resides  at  No.  26  Harvard  street,  where  his  father  died,  Jan. 
30,  18GG,  aged  (53  years. 

On  the  ii)t\\  of  June,  1841,  a  yard  was  opened  on  Park  street, 
near  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Railroad  track,  by  Mr.  James 
C.  Morse,  where  for  about  two  years  he  carried  on  the  lumber 
business,  advertising  pine  and  cedar  shingles  to  be  sold  at  less 
than  Boston  prices  with  the  addition  of  freight.  He  kept  Geor- 
gia yellow  pine  strips  for  flooring,  and  received  Eastern  lumber 
in  considerable  quantities  from  Bangor,  that  place  then  being  the 
great  lumber  fountain.  In  the  course  of  a  3-ear  or  two,  ^Ir. 
Morse  became  financially  embarrassed,  and  from  July  2(5,  1843, 
Mr.  A.  P.  Barnes  conducted  the  business  as  agent  until  Dec.  20, 
when  Mr.  Benjamin  Buftum  took  the  .yard  and  introduced  the 
jsale  of  coal,  lime  and  wood,  in  connection  with  lumber. 

Mr.  Morse  came  to  Worcester  from  Canterbury  Ct.,  where  he 
had  been  living  on  his  father's  farm.  His  residence  while  here 
was  at  the  corner  of  Park  and  the  westerly  side  of  Portland  street. 


26 

and  hit}  office  stood  near  the  ceutre  of  the  location  now  occupied 
by  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  freight  house,  with  3'ani  extend- 
ing back  on  line  with  the  railroad  tracks  nearly-  to  M^-rtle  street, 
embracing  the  land  now  used  b}'  the  corporation  for  their  engine 
house  and  repair  shops.  At  this  time  freight  for  this  road  was 
received  at  their  passenger  station  on  Mechanic  and  Norwich 
streets.  Mr.  Morse  continued  at  his  old  stand  in  the  employ  of 
Mr.  Buffum  a  short  time,  and  then  became  a  partner  with  him 
for  a  3'ear  or  two,  perhaps  till  184S,  when  the  lumber  business 
was  discontinued  on  Park  street.  He  was  afterwards  emplo3*ed 
as  salesman  in  the  yard  at  Washington  Square,  and  later  bj*  Mr. 
Daniels  at  the  Grove  street  vard,  also  bv  Mr.  Chamberlin  at  4;he 
same  place.  He  finally  went  to  Chicago  to  reside  with  a  daugh- 
ter, where  he  now  lives. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Butfum  continued  the  sale  of  lumber  and  coal 
on  Park  street  about  four  3'ear8  when,  in  1848,  he  opened  an- 
other 3'ard  at  Washingtou  Square,  on  the  spot  now  known  as 
the  City  Lumber  Yard,  at  the  same  time  continuing  the  coal  trade 
at  Park  street.  About  1849  he  sold  out  the  coal,  lime  and  wood 
business  to  Mr.  Thomas  Earle,  who  conducted  it  but  a  short  time, 
when,  about  18*50,  Mr.  Buffum  disposed  of  his  lumber  yard  at 
Washington  Square  to  Thomas  and  Oliver  K.  Earle,  brothers, 
and  resumed  the  coal  trade  on  Park  street,  which  he,  in  1851, 
probably  bargained  to  J.  M.  Huntington  &  Co.,  as  they  appear 
to  have  succeeded  to  that  business.  Mr.  BuHbm  returned  to 
Providence  from  whence  he  came.  While  in  Worcester  his  resi- 
dence was  at  No.  2,  Pleasant  street. 

Messrs.  T.  &  O.  K.  Earle  appeared  in  1851  with  a  flaming  ad- 
vertisement and  drew  a  fine  picture  of  the  advantages  to  be  off- 
ered at  the  City  Lumber  Yard,  where  the}'  did  a  large  and  prosper- 
ous business  until  Feb.  1857,  when  Mr.  Oliver  K.  Earle  left  the 
firm  to  engage  with  Mr.  Dana  H.  Fitch  in  the  foundry  business, 
afterwards  carried  on  by  Earle  &  Jones  on  Southbridge  street. 

Thomas  continued  alone  until  1861 ,  when  Mr.  Charles  A.  Ten- 
ney,  who  had  been  in  his  employ  as  clerk  and  book-keeper,  be- 
came associated  with  him  under  the  style  of  Earle  &  Tenne}-. 

In  1862  another  change  was  made  in  the  firm  name  by  adding 
^^Co."  in  the  person  of  Jonathan  L.  Slocum,  the  object  of  which 
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seemed  to  be  to  allow  Mr.  Earle  to  try  the  chances  of  war,  for 
that  year  he  ealisted  for  three  years,  was  made  a  Lieutenant, 
and  served  in  the  25th  Reg.  Mass.  Volunteers.  In  1864  the 
sale  of  lime  and  cement  was  added  to  their  already  large  busi- 
ness, with  black  walnut,  white  wood,  ash  and  cherry,  the  follow- 
ing year.  I  think  it  can  safely  be  said  that  the  partnership  to 
which  Mr.  Earle  belonged  conducted  as  large  and  successful  a 
business  according  to  the  time  they  were  engaged  as  any  other 
firm  thus  far  in  the  history  of  the  lumber  trade  of  this  city. 

AI)out  1H65  Mr.  Tenne}'  retired  from  the  concern,  and  in  1867 
Mr.  Peter  J.  Turner  became  associated  with  Mr.  Earle,  and  for 
some  years  the  business  was  carried  on  in  the  name  of  Earle  & 
Turner.  After  a  time  Mr.  Earle's  health  became  impaired  and 
he  made  a  European  tour  with  the  hope  of  regaining  it,  but  on 
his  return  much  trouble,  aside  from  his  business,  wasted  his 
strength,  and  with  the  breaking  up  of  his  family,  his  reason  left 
him  and  he  was  taken  to  the  Lunatic  Asylum  where  he  died, 
deeply  lamented  bj'  relatives,  and  receiving  unbounded  sympathy 
from  man}'  friends  and  acquaintances.  Mr.  Thomas  Earle  was 
a  twin  brother  of  the  present  Timothy  K.  Earle  of  this  city,  bom 
at  Leicester  Jan.  11,  1823,  son  of  Henr}',  and  grandson  of  Rob- 
ert Jr.  Robert  Sr.  was  son  of  Ralph  Earle,  the  ancestor  of  all 
the  families  of  that  name  in  Leicester,  to  which  place  he  removed 
from  Rhode  Island  in  1717.  Mr.  Thomas  Earle  first  began 
business  in  Providence  R.  I.,  in  the  boot  and  shoe  trade,  where 
he  remained  but  a  short  time,  coming  to  Worcester  and  taking 
up  the  same  trade,  having  a  storcv  on  Main  street  until  about 
1849,  when  he  engaged  in  the  coal  trade  on  Park  street. 

In  1844  Mr.  Eli  Goulding,  a  carpenter  bj'  trade,  advertised  to 
sell  lumber,  and  continued  so  doing  for  several  years,  haVing  a 
3'ard  in  various  places  at  various  times,  at  least  on  Orchard, 
Union  and  Grove  streets.  He,  in  company  with  Mr.  Joseph  E. 
Gregor)',  started  what  is  now  known  as  the  Grove  street  yard  in 
18oG ;  but  in  1858,  1859  and  1860,  Mr.  William  O.  Thompson 
conducted  the  business  at  this  yard. 

In  1851,  Leonard  R.  and  Ozias  Hudson,  carpenters  and  buil- 
dei*s,  makers  of  doors  and  blinds,  kept  an  assortment  of  lumber 
for  sale,  on  the  corner  of  Union  and  Central  streets.     The  short 


28 

experience  of  one  3'ear  was  considered  to  be  quite  enough  for 
them.  In  the  vear  1844  there  were  in  Worcester  six  sash  and 
blind  manufacturers  and  over  one  hundred  carpenters  and  buil- 
ders, being  about  one  carpenter  to  each  100  inhabitants.  In 
1876  there  were  about  500  carpenters,  leaving  just  about  the 
same  proportion  as  before,  showing  that  the  same  general  law  of 
supply  and  demand  is  in  o[)eration  now  that  existed  then. 

In  the  year  1844,  Mr.  John  Gates  and  Mr.  William  (i.  Mav- 
nard,  both  of  whom  had  been  in  the  employ'  of  Henrv  (Moulding 
&  Co.,  formed  a  copartnership  under  the  style  of  (iates  and 
Maynard,  as  sextons  and  undertakers,  at  No.  30  Scliool  street. 
They  also  advertised  to  sell  pine  plank,  boards,  clapboards,  and 
rived  cedar  shingles,  very  low  for  cash.  This  business  was  con- 
tinued until  the  spring  of  1846,  when  they  divided  up,  Mr.  May- 
nard retaining  the  business  as  sexton,  and  Mr.  Gates  the  lum- 
ber business,  opening  a  new  yard,  April  1st,  1846,  on  Union 
street,  where  for  nearly  thirty-two  years  he  lent  his  presence  to 
the  development  of  that  trade,  begining  in  a  small  way  and  grad- 
ually working  up  to  a  large  and  prosperous  business ;  but  the 
financial  disaster  of  1857  compelled  him  to  ask  his  creditors  for 
a  compromise,  which  was  adjusted  at  about  50  cents  on  the  dollar. 
Mr.  Gates  then  applied  himself  to  business  with  renewed  energy, 
and  the  fortunes  of  trade  again  turned  in  his  favor,  so  that  with- 
in a  few  years  he  had  so  far  regained  his  financial  strength  as  to 
be  able  to  pay  up  the  balance  due  to  man}-  of  his  old  creditors, 
much  to  their  satisfaction  and  his  credit.  During  war  time  Mr. 
Gates  did  a  ver}'  large  business,  necessarily  carrying  a  lai^e 
stock  of  various  kinds  of  lumber,  and  the  swift  advancing  prices 
from  1862  to  1866  added  very  largely  to  his  prollts  each  year. 

In  1866  his  son,  George  A.  Gates,  was  made  a  partner  under 
the  stvle  of  John  Gates  &Co.,  which  was  continued  about  11 
years.  In  1870  this  firm  purchased  of  Mr.  Thomas  Earle,  his 
interest  in  the  Citj'  Lumber  Yard  at  Washington  Square,  fonn- 
ing  a  copartnership  with  Mr.  Turner  under  the  style  of  V,  J. 
Turner  &  Co. ,  carrying  on  this  3'ard  in  addition  to  the  one  on. 
Union  street.  Mr.  Peter  J.  Turner  retired  from  this  firm  in 
1873,  although  his  name  was  used  by  Messrs.  Gates,  who  grad- 
ually changed  their  business  from  Union  street  to  the  yard  at 
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Washington  Square,  continuing  at  the  latt«r  place  till  the  death 
of  thesenior  Mr.  Gates,  which  occurred  Dec.  12,  1877. 

Although  there  have  been  times  within  the  past  six  years  that 
the  estate  of  John  Gates  &  Co.  was  variously  estimated  at  from 
$75,000  to  $100,000,  yet  at  this  time  the  depression  in  the  val- 
ue of  real  estate,  together  with  severe  losses  in  trade,  compelled 
those  interested  in  the  matter  to  close  up  the  business. 

Thus  we  have  followed  out  the  course  of  the  oldest  lumber  firm 
in  the  number  of  years  engaged,  yet  connected  with  the  history 
of  Worcester,  and  one  whose  varied  experiences  are  but  a  rep- 
resentation of  the  histor}*  of  families,  neighborhoods,  towns, 
states  and  nations.  Rise  and  fall,  addition  and  diminution,  suc- 
cess and  adversity  seem  to  be  fixed  laws  of  the  universe. 

Mr.  John  Gates  was  twice  a  member  of  the  City  Council,  and 
twice  a  representative  to  the  General  Court. 

In  1858,  Charles  Baker  and  William  J.,  his  brother,  purchased 
the  estate  on  Manchester  street  now  owned  bj'  them,  where  they, 
in  compan}',  began  the  manufacture  of  boxes,  purchasing  native 
countr}'  lumber  in  considerable  quantities  for  their  own  use,  and 
offering  for  sale  such  portions  of  the  stock  as  the  trade  might 
demand.  From  this  the}*  gradually  grew  into  a  larger  trade,  and 
for  man}'  years  their  business  continued  to  increase,  finally  call- 
ing for  the  erection  of  their  new  brick  shop  on  Union  street, 
where  they  added  the  manufacture  of  builders*  finish  and  general 
planing  mill  work,  using  the  estate  on  Manchester  street  as  well 
as  their  3'ard  on  Grove  street,  which  the}'  took  possession  of  in 
Nov.,  1871,  for  storing  lumber.  For  many  3'ears  they  have  been 
extensive  dealers  in  all  kinds  of  lumber,  doing  business  in  the 
name  of  Charles  Baker  <&  Co. 

The}'  are  sons  of  Mr.  James  Baker  of  Phillipston  in  this 
county,  where  they  were  born,  William  J.  in  May,  1821.  He 
came  to  Worcester  in  Dec,  1843,  going  to  work  for  Mr.  Alvin 
Waite  at  the  carpenter's  trade.  He  was  subsequently  in  the  em- 
plo}'  of  Mr.  Osgood  Bradley  on  car  work,  after  which  he  went 
to  Norwich  Ct.,  where  for  three  years  he  worked  on  cars,  retur- 
ning to  Worcester  in  1852,  to  engage  in  the  iron  business  with 
Mr.  Alvin  Waite  and  a  Mr.  Chadsey  of  Whitford  R.  1.  The 
burning  of  their  foundr}'  in  June,   1855,  caused  a  dissolution 
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of  the  copartnership,  and  Mr.  Baker,  in  Oct.  following,  started 
the  box  business  in  the  Adriatic  mill,  at  South  Worcester,  re- 
maining there  until  1858.  Charles  Baker  was  born  in  April, 
1828,  and  came  to  Worcester  in  1855,  and  was  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile and  insurance  business  until  1858,  when  he  became  asso- 
ciated with  his  brother,  William  J.  Baker. 

About  the  jear  1860,  Mr.  William  P.  Daniels,  a  native  of  Pel- 
ham,  Mass,  a  carpenter  by  trade,  succeeded  Eli  Goulding  and 
William  O.  Thompson  at  the  Grove  street  jard.  Mr.  Daniels 
never  attempted  to  do  a  large  lumber  business,  but  for  about  two 
years  occupied  the  3'ard  in  a  small  wa3^  mainlj'  in  furnishing 
house  frames,  and  hemlock  boards  in  car-load  lots.  He  after- 
wards rented  the  old  wooden  freight  house  at  Lincoln  Square,  of 
the  Worcester  and  Nashua  R.  R.  Co.,  where  he  continued  the  sale 
of  lumber  until  Ma}',  1871,  when  he  retired  from  active  business, 
and  lived  but  a  few  years  afterwards. 

In  Feb.,  1862,  Mr.  Joseph  Chamberlin  came  to  Worcester,  and 
succeeded  Mr.  Wm.  P.  Daniels  at  the  Grove  street  yard,  selling 
lumber  as  agent  for  John  W.  Hooper,  of  Orange,  N.  H.  In  the 
spring  of  1866  Mr.  Chamberlin,  in  compan}*  with  Mr.  Marshall  S. 
Ballard,  of  Worcester,  purchased  Mr.  Hooper's  interest  and  con- 
tinued the  business  in  the  name  of  Chamberlin  &  Co. 

Mr.  Ballard  sold  his  interest  to  Thomas  J.  Hall,  of  Upton,  in 
the  spring  of  1867,  who  in  the  fall  of  that  year  disposed  of  it  to 
Mr.  C.  B.  Knight,  who  remained  with  Mr.  Chamberlin  something 
more  than  a  j^ear,  and  retired  in  the  spring  of  1869,  to  make 
room  for  Mr.  Charles  W.  Wright  of  New  Hampshire,  who  in  the 
autumn  of  the  same  year,  gave  way  for  the  incoming  partner,  Mr. 
William  H.  Sawyer,  who  also  withdrew,  Feb.  1, 1871.  In  Nov. 
of  that  year,  Mr.  Chamberlin  sold  out  the  remaining  stock,  with 
the  lease  of  the  yard,  to  Messrs.  Charles  Baker  <&  Co. 

Mr.  Chamberlin  was  born  at  Milford,  N.  H.,  Feb.  22,  1821, 
son  of  Joseph  and  Sally  (Abbott)  Chamberlin,  who  removed  to 
Lj^ndeborough,  N.  H.,  when  their  son  Joseph  was  but  two  years 
of  age.  Mr.  Chamberlin  is  a  man  who  has  passed  through  many 
experiences  of  a  social,  financial  and  political  nature,  even  before 
making  his  residence  in  Worcester.  Since  1871  he  has  done 
something  in  the  way  of  wholesaleing  lumber,  as  agent  tor  various 
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manufacturers  and  other  persons  dealing  in  such  merchandize. 

In  April,  1862,  Messrs.  Garfield  and  Parker  sold  country  lum- 
ber in  Worcester,  having  a  yard  at  first  on  Front  street,  at  the 
comer  of  Salem,  where  now  stands  C.  C.  Houghton's  boot  man- 
ufactory. In  1867,  they^  moved  to  Church  street,  where  the 
Last  factory  now  stands,  and  ft'om  there  to  School  street,  in  1869. 
Their  sales  of  lumber  were  strictly  confined  to  country  stock, 
bringing  in  from  the  country  mills  with  their  own  teams. 

Moses  M.  Garfield,  son  of  Moses,  is  a  native  of  Princeton  in 
Worcester  County.  David  F.  Parker,  son  of  Timothy,  is  a  na- 
tive of  Holden,  and  at  the  present  time  is  commissioner  of  high- 
ways for  the  city  of  Worcester,  which  ofllce  he  has  held  for  sev- 
eral years. 

In  April,  1867,  Jonathan  C.  French  and  Ellery  B.  Crane 
formed  a  copartnership  for  the  sale  of  lumber,  styled  French  & 
Crane,  and  opened  a  yard  on  Madison  street.  Mr.  Crane  soon 
purchased  the  interest  of  Mr.  French,  and  for  five  years  carried 
on  the  business  alone.  In  the  summer  of  1871,  he  leased  the 
James  Estabrook  estate  at  the  comer  of  Southbridge  and  Madi- 
son streets,  where  he  erected  new  lumber  sheds  and  continued 
the  business.  On  the  first  day  of  May,  1873.  a  copartnership 
was  formed  by  Mr.  Crane  and  William  S.  Perry  Jr.,  since 
which  time  the  business  has  been  transacted  under  the  name  and 
style  of  E.  B.  Crane  &  Co. 

In  1868,  Mr.  Charles  A.  Tennej'  established  the  Shrewsburj' 
street  yard.  After  his  retirement  from  the  firm  of  Earl,  Tenney 
4&  Co.,  he  had  been  somewhat  engaged  in  selling  woolen  cloths, 
having  a  store  or  salesroom  on  Main  street  opposite  the  cit}'  hall, 
but  his  strong  energy  and  extensive  experience  in  the  lumber 
trade  had  unfitted  him  for  anything  so  tame  as  selling  woolens. 
He  displaj'ed  great  care  and  spared  no  expense  in  fitting  up  this 
3-ard  with  every  convenience  for  doing  a  large  business,  but  died 
in  1870,  without  long  enjoying  the  fmits  of  his  labor. 

On  the  first  da}'  of  Sept.,  1870,  Lorenzo  L.  Kenney,  Lucius 
D.  and  Louis  T.  Ilazen,  and  Hazen  W.  Fiske,  formed  a  copart- 
nership for  the  sale  of  lumber,  and  leased  the  Shrewsbury  street 
3'anl  just  before  Mr.  Tenney's  death.  The}'  were  men  of  means, 
with  large  experience  as  manufacturers  of  lumber  in  northern  New 
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Hampshire,  but  little  as  retail  dealere.  Pro8i>erity  followed  them 
for  two  yearn,  but  in  the  fall  of  1H72,  the  Messrs.  Hazens  retired 
from  the  firm.  In  IS 75  the  lease  of  the  Shrewsbury  street  vard 
having  expired,  land  was  purchased  on  Mulberry  street,  where 
the  business  was  continued  by  Mr.  Kenney  and  H.  W.  Fiske, 
under  the  style  of  L.  C.  Kenney  &  Co.,  until  their  failure,  in  the 
spring  of  1877,  the  firm  finding  relief  in  the  bankruptc}*  cx)urt. 

Mr.  Kenney  soon  opened  another  office  for  the  sale  of  lumber 
at  wholesale,  and  after  having  associated  himself  with  Frederick 
£.  Fay,  again  began  the  retail  trade  on  Central  street  in  the  name 
of  Kennej'  &  Fay,  where  they  are  now  in  full  operation. 

Mr.  Kenney  came  to  this  city  from  Littleton,  N.  H.,  where  his 
father  lidwai'd  O.  Kennev  still  resides,  L.  D.  &  L.  T.  Hazeu 
are  brothers,  born  at  Hartford  Vt,  Lucius  in  1834,  Louis  in  1837, 
sons  or  Lucius  of  Hartford  Vt. 

William  H.  Sawyer  came  to  Worcester  from  New  Hampshire 
in  Sept.,  1869,  and  engaged  as  salesman  for  Messrs.  Chamberliu 
&  Co.,  April  1,  1870,  and  became  a  partner  in  the  business,  but 
on  the  Ist  day  of  Feb.,  1871,  he  withdrew  from  this  firm  and 
associated  himself  with  W.  P.  Daniels,  then  doing  business  in 
the  old  freight  house  at  Lincoln  Square. 

After  a  few  months  Mr.  Daniels  retired  from  the  business  lea- 
ving Mr.  Sawyer  alone,  who,  in  April,  1872,  purchased  the  Dr. 
Blood  estate,  or  what  is  more  recently  known  as  the  Burbank 
estate,  on  the  westerly  side  of  Lincoln  street,  some  distance 
above  the  Square,  which  he  fitted  up  with  sheds  &c.  for  the  lum- 
ber business,  and  where  he  is  now  engaged  in  conducting  a  pros- 
perous trade. 

This  brings  us  to  the  last  subject  of  our  sketch  in  the  matter 
of  The  Lumber  Interest  in  Worcester,  and  perhaps  the  shortent 
legitimate  dealer,  and  yet  the  to?i^e«^  one,  Mr.  Charles  B.  Knight, 
he  being  about  six  and  one  half  feet  in  height.  He  was  bora  in 
Leicester,  son  of  the  late  Horace  Knight  of  that  town. 

His  first  experience  as  a  retail  lumber  dealer  in  this  cit}'  was 
with  Mr.  Joseph  Chamberlin  at  the  Grove  street  3'ard,  beginning 
in  the  spring  of  1868.  which  engagement  lasted  but  a  brief  time, 
when  he  associated  himself  with  Mr.  W.  P.  Daniels  for  a  short 
time.     In  the  summer  of  1871  he  firmly  established  himself  with 
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a  partner,  Mr.  J.  C.  Davidson,  in  the  lumber  trade  on  the  yard 
just  then  vacated  by  E.  B.  Crane,  on  Madison  street,  where  they 
did  a  successfhl  business  until  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Davidson 
in  the  spring  of  1872.  Immediately  succeeding  this  event  a  co- 
partnership was  formed  by  Mr.  Knight,  Sextus  P.  Goddard  and 
William  P.  Goddard  for  continuing  the  trade,  under  the  style  of 
Knight,  Goddard,  &  Co.  The  looking  after  two  partners  and 
the  business  beside,  was  too  much  for  Mr.  Knight,  and  he  soon 
retired  from  the  firm  on  account  of  failing  health,  the  trade  con- 
tinuing in  the  name  of  Goddard  &  Co.  On  the  first  day  of  Jan. 
1873,  Mr.  Knight  had  so  far  regained  his  health  as  to  encourage 
him  to  buy  out  the  entire  firm  of  Goddard  &  Co.,  and  he  resu- 
med business  under  the  firm  name  of  C.  B.  Knight  &  Co.  The 
business  was  successfully  conducted  by  Mr.  Knight  till  the  sum- 
mer of  1874,  when,  owing  to  the  pressure  of  the  time,  the  stock 
was  closed  out  in  such  a  manner  as  to  reflect  credit  on  his  finan- 
cial abilitj'  and  skill  as  a  tradesman. 

The  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held 
Tuesday  evening,  May  7th,  there  being  a  good  atten- 
dance of  members  and  several  visitors,  among  whom 
were  Hon.  J.  Warren  Bigelow  of  Rutland,  Rev.  Geo. 
Allen  and  Albert  Curtis  Esq.  of  Worcester. 

The  following  letter  from  Mr.  John  E.  Russell  of 
Leicester,  was  read  at  this  meeting : — 

Leicester,  Mass.,  April  6,  1H78. 
Da}^iel  Seagrave  Esq., 

JSecretary  War.  JSoc.  of  Antiquity, 

Dear  Sir  : — The  uotification  that  I  had  been  unanimously  elect- 
ed a  Corresponding  Member  of  your  Society,  was  received  here 
in  m}'  absence,  and  mislaid,  or  1  shonld  have  sent  an  earlier  ac- 
knowledgment. I  am  deeply  sensible  of  the  honor  conferred 
upon  me  b}-  3'our  Societj',  and  gratefully  accept  it.  I  shall  do  all 
in  mj'  power  to  assist  the  objects  of  the  Association. 

Very  truly  3'our8, 

JOHN  E.  RUSSELL. 
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Among  the  many  letters  acknowledging  the  re- 
ceipt of  our  Proceedings  for  1877,  we  take  the  liberty 
of  printing  the  following,  from  Benson  J.  Lossing, 
LL.D,  an  Honorary  member  of  the  Society: — 

TiiK  KnxiE,  DovKK  Plains  V.  O., 
Duchess  County,  N.  Y.,  April  20,  187H. 

Sauuiel  E.  Staples  Escj.  President  of 

The  Worcester  Society  of  Autiquitv. 

« 

My  dkar  siH  : — I  have  been  absent  from  home,  and  this  fact  is 
m}'  apolog}'  for  not  sooner  acknowledging  the  kind  courtesy  of  the 
Worcester  Societ3'of  AAtiquity,  in  sending  me  a  cop}'  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Societ}'  for  the  3'ear  1«77,  together  with  the  in- 
scriptions from  the  old  burial  grounds  of  Worcester.  The  latter 
have  much  moi*e  than  a  local  interest,  illustrated  as  they  are  by 
valuable  notes  which  are  a  contribution  to  our  Biographical  lit- 
erature. 1  cordially  thank  the  Society  for  it.  1  have  read  the 
record  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Society,  with  great  interest. 

Thej-  show  a  remarkable  growth  in  a  brief  space  of  time,  not 
only  in  membership  but  in  public  esteem,  giving  a  sure  prophecy 
of  full  success.  1  heartily  congratulate  the  Society'  on  the  success 
of  its  work  in  a  most  delightful  field  of  research. 

I  regret  that  1  have  not  been  able  to  be  of  some  use  to  the 
Society.  It  is  not  for  want  of  inclination  but  lack  of  ability  or 
opportunity.  1  hold  that  unless  a  man  can,  by*  contributions, 
add,  positively,  something  useful,  to  the  knowledge  or  the  treas- 
ures of  a  Society',  it  is  wise  for  him  to  abstain  fix>m  intrusion.  I 
will  hope  for  an  opportunity. 

If  a  copy  of  my  History  of  the  Civil  War  in  America,  in 
three  volumes,  containing  an  aggregate  of  1900  pages  and  over 
1000  illustrations,  will  be  acceptable  to  the  Societ}*,  I  shall  take 
pleasure  in  presenting  a  copy. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  prosperity  of  the  Society,  and  kind 
salutations  for  ^^ourself, 

I  am,  dear  sir, 

Very  truly  3'our8. 

BENSON  J.  LOSSINC;. 
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The  President  transmitted  the  following,  in  reply 
to  the  very  interesting  letter  of  Mr.  Lossing: — 

Worcester,  April  24,  1878. 

Benson  J.  Lossing  Esq., 

My  dear  sir : — 

Your  esteemed  favor  of  the 
20th  instant  was  received  last  evening,  and  I  hasten  to  make  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  same,  and  to  thank  you  for  its  cordial 
spirit  and  your  appreciation  of  the  efforts  of  the  Society  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  represent. 

The  generous  offer  which  you  make  of  a  copy  of  your  valuable 
"'History  of  the  Civil  War  in  America,"  for  thelibrarj'  of  our  So- 
ciety, will  be  a  most  acceptable  gift,  and  will  be  highly  appreci- 
ated b}'  our  members. 

We  are  doing  in  a  quiet  way  what  we  can  to  collect  and  pre- 
serve historical  matter,  a  number  of  papers  of  much  interest  hav- 
ing been  read  at  our  meetings  this  year,  and  others  are  in  prep- 
aration. The  ''Departments  of  Work"  which  have  been  arran- 
ged are  promising  good  results. 

We  hope  that  sometime  we  may  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
3'ou  in  Worcester,  that  our  members  may  have  the  honor  of  your 
personal  acquaintance. 

With  sincere  regard,  I  am. 

Yours  most  respectfully, 

SAMUEL  E.  STAPLES. 


The  Librarian  reported  large  accessions  of  books 
and  pamphlets,  among  them,  the  "History  of  the 
Civil  War  in  America,"  in  three  volumes,  bj'^  Benson 
J.  Lossing,  LL.D. 

Francis  T.  Blackmer  Esq.,  of  Worcester,  was  unan- 
imously elected  an  active  member  of  the  Society. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Crane,  it  was  voted  to  invite  Col. 
Lsrael  Plummer,  of  Northbridge,  to  read  his  "History 
of  the  Blackstone  Canal,"  at  the  reguhir  meeting  in 
June.     Mr.  Jillson  read  the  first  installment  of  his 
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work  on  "The  Death  Penalty  in  Worceeter  County/* 
giving  the  Biography  of  two  of  the  criminals  execu- 
ted previous  to  1745,  which  was  listened  to  with 
marked  approval.  Interesting  remarks  followed  the 
reading  of  Mr.  Jillson,  by  Rev.  George  Allen,  Hon. 
J.  Warren  Bigelow  and  Albert  Curtis,  Esq. 

A  Special  meeting  was  held  at  the  Hall  of  the 
Society,  on  Saturday,  May  25th,  1878,  at  8  o'clock 
P.  M.  The  President,  Samuel  E.  Staples,  addressed 
the  members  as  follows: — 

GefUlenien  oftJie  Worcester  /Society  of  AiUiqaity : — 

By  a  painful  and  sudden  calamity  our  late  associate  and  friend^ 
Ransom  Mills  Gould,  has  been  called  awa}-  ftovx  the  activities 
and  pleasures  of  life,  to  that  "bourne  from  which  no  traveller  re- 
turns." All  present,  doubtless,  know  something  of  the  circum- 
stances that  caused  the  death  of  our  friend. 

Returning  from  Holden,  on  Friday  afternoon.  May  24th,  1H78, 
his.  horse  became  frightened  on  Grove  street,  near  the  works  of 
the  Washburn  &  Moen  Manufacturing  Company,  at  about  six 
o'clock  P.  M.,  where  he  was  thrown  tVom  his  carriage  and  recei- 
ved such  injuries,  that  from  the  time  of  the  accident  thej'  were 
thought  to  be  fatal.  He  lingered  in  an  unconscious  state  till  two 
o'clock  this  morning,  the  25th  da}-  of  May,  1878,  when  death 
relieved  him  from  all  mortal  suffering,  and  he  passed  on  to  the 
unknown  land. 

"Beyond  the  flight  of  Time, 

Beyond  this  vale  of  death. 
There  surely  is  some  blessed  clime 

Where  life  is  not  a  breath, 
Nor  life's  alfections  transient  fire. 
Whose  sparks  fly  upward  and  expire." 

Mr.  Gould  had  been  for  nearly  thirt}'  3'ears  a  resident  of  this 
city,  filling  various  positions  of  responsibility  and  trust,  and  was 
honorably  connected  with  many  of  its  local  associations.     He  was 
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widelj'  known  as  au  active  political  worker,  being  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Republican  Party  since  its  organization,  and  has 
done  meritorious  service  in  the  ranks  of  that  party. 

As  a  Deputy  Sheriff.,  he  was  an  efficient  officer,  and  merited 
the  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  had  business  relations. 

Mr.  Gould  was  a  native  of  Newfane,  Vt.,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  President  of  the  association,  known  as  the  Sons  and 
Daughters  of  Vermont.  In  that  Society  he  took  a  deep  interest, 
and  was  chairman  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  first  reunion, 
held  in  this  city,  Feb.  10th,  1874. 

As  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Antiquity,  he  manifested  his 
interest  b}^  attendance  upon  its  meetings  when  his  official  duties 
did  not  prevent,  and  by  his  willingness  to  share  the  burdens  and 
responsibilities  of  our  Association. 

Bj'  this  unexpected  bereavement  we  are  again,  in  a  most  for- 
cible manner,  reminded  of  the  uncertainty  of  life,  and  the  cer- 
tainty of  death,  showing  us  that  what  we  desire  to  accomplish 
must,  if  done  at  all,  be  done  daily  and  hourly,  as  each  duty  pre- 
sents itself  before  our  eyes. 

It  seemed  to  me  most  fitting  and  proper  that  this  Society  should 
be  called  together  at  this  time  to  adopt  some  suitable  Memorial 
upon  the  death  of  our  friend,  and  we  are  therefore  met  to  take 
such  action  as  the  circumstances  may  suggest. 

By  request  of  the  President,  the  Rev.  Thomas  E. 
St  John  prepared  the  following  Memorial,  which  in 
his  absence,  was  read  by  the  Secretary. 

Died  in  Worcester,  May  25th,  1878,  Ransom  Mills  Gould, 
aged  56  years.  Taken  suddenly  from  the  labors  of  life  in  the 
fhll  vigor  of  his  manhood,  his  death  calls  for  the  exercise  of  seri- 
ous thought  in  us  all.  It  is  indeed  a  brittle  thread  that  holds  us 
to  this  state  of  existence,  and  many  are  the  influences  that  may 
rend  it  assunder,  and  open  before  us  the  realities  of  that  world 
that  lies  beyond  the  shadow. 

In  making  a  record  of  this  death,  the  second  that  has  occurred 
in  the  list  of  our  active  membership  since  the  organization  of  this 
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Societ}',  we  are  impressed  with  a  deep  sense  of  our  own  depen- 
dence and  inability'  to  ward  off  approaeliing  danger.  "In  the 
midst  of  life  we  are  in  death."  We  know  not  why,  but  we  bow 
in  humble  submission  to  the  will  that  is  higher  than  ours,  and 
trust  that  what  is  dark  and  strange  with  us,  is  light  with  him. 

We  extend  to  his  bereaved  family  and  friends  our  most  heart- 
felt sympathy,  in  this  their  deep  affliction ;  and  although  our 
words  may  be  of  little  avail  in  alleviating  the  sorrow  or  helping 
them  to  bear  the  burden  of  grief  thus  suddenly  thrown  upon  them, 
yet  the}'  reveal  the  common  ties  that  bind  us  together,  and  speak 
of  the  source  from  which  we  may  all  gain  strength  and  consola- 
tion in  time  of  need. 

We  mention  with  gratefhl  remembrance  his  interest  in  this  So- 
ciety, his  earnest  manliness,  his  cordial  greetings,  and  conscien- 
tious life.  His  record  is  closed ;  but  the  memor}-  of  his  living 
remains,  and  he  has  not  lived  in  vain. 

Brief  remarks  in  eulogy  of  the  deceased  were  made 
by  Messrs.  Jillson,  Barton,  Harding,  Lovell,  John- 
son, Seagrave  and  Crane,  and  on  niotion,  the  Me- 
morial was  unanimously  approved  by  a  rising  vote. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crane,  it  was  voted  that  the 
members  attend  the  funeral  in  a  body.  It  was  also 
voted  that  the  Secretary  transmit  a  copy  of  the  Me- 
morial to  the  family  of  the  deceased,  and  that  the 
same  be  published  in  the  newspapers  of  this  city. 

Funeral  services  were  held  on  Tuesday,  the  28th 
day  of  May,  1878,  at  Plymouth  church,  conducted 
by  t}ie  pastor,  Rev.  George  W.  Phillips.  Appropri- 
ate remarks  were  made  by  Col-  W.  S.  B.  Hopkins, 
Rev.  Thomas  E.  St.  John,  Hon.  Clark  Jillson,  Gen. 
A.  B.  R.  Sprague  and  Hon.  Geo.  F.  Verry,  represent- 
ing the  difierent  bodies  and  associations  with  which 
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the  deceased  was  connected.  This  Society  was  rep- 
resented on  the  occasion  by  Messrs.  Staples,  Crane, 
St.  John,  Seagrave,  Israel  Plummer,  O'Flynn,  E.  F. 
Thompson,  C.  R.  Johnson,  Metcalf,  Monroe,  Mar- 
shall, Thos.  E.  Bartlett,  Sumner,  Harding  and  F.  P. 
Rice.  Other  members  were  present,  but  with  other 
organizations. 

By  invitation  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Phillips,  Rev.  Thos. 
E.  St.  John  assisted  in  the  devotional  services,  and 
in  behalf  of  The  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity 
spoke  as  follows : — 


There  is  but  one  thought  in  our  minds  to-day.  An  honored 
citizen  has  been  taken  from  our  sight,  and  with  sjonpathizing 
hearts  we  come  to  pay  our  tribute  of  respect.  '^In  the  midst  of 
life  we  are  in  death.  No  one  knows  at  what  hour  the  summons 
will  come  that  calls  him  hence,  and  it  becomes  us  to  consider  with 
serious  intent  how  we  can  make  life  worthy  of  remembrance. 

1  can  cheerAillj'  and  heartily  endorse  what  has  been  said  of  our 
brother  and  friend  in  regard  to  his  worth  as  a  man.  He  was 
warm  and  cordial  in  his  friendships,  earnest  and  true  in  his  con- 
victions of  right  and  duty,  faithflil  and  Just  in  his  business 
relations.  His  love  for  the  old  made  him  an  interested  worker 
in  The  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquitj' ;  and  we  have  always 
found  him  to  be  a  wise  counsellor  and  ready  helper  in  all  that 
could  contribute  to  its  success.  When  the  project  of  preparing 
an  historical  sketch  of  the  lives  of  the  members  was  proposed  to 
him,  he  said  ^^It  is  well,  but  let  it  be  understood  that  it  shall  be 
a  sealed  book  until  the  man's  work  is  done."  Little  did  we  think 
that  his  would  end  so  soon. 

It  is  in  the  light  of  a  great  hope  that  we  can  speak  of  him  to- 
day. What  better  record  can  a  man  leave,  than  that  which  en- 
ables us  to  say,  "He  was  true  to  his  trust?"  That  which  is  built 
into  one's  character,  of  manliness  or  devotion  to  principle,  never 
dies.     The  worker  may  lie  in  the  dust,  but  the  work  goes  on. 


40 

The  body  ma}'  be  laid  aside,  but  the  spirit  still  lives.  All  that 
made  him  worth}'  of  our  respect  here  on  the  earth  remains  to  add 
beaut}'  and  grace  to  his  spiritual  nature,  and  with  confidence  may 
we  assert  that  an  immortalit}'  of  light  and  truth  awaits  him  there. 

For  those  who  were  associated  with  him  in  the  nearer  relation- 
ships of  the  family  circle,  we  would  express  our  warmest  S3'm- 
pathy,  and  point  to  that  promise  of  redemption  which  the  Gospel 
reveals.  There  is  a  light  be^'ond  the  river ;  there  is  a  home  in 
the  land  of  the  hereafter  where  the  broken  ties  of  earth  are  re* 
united.     Trust  God  for  all  that. 

He  who  made  these  human  hearts,  and  inspired  the  love  that 
binds  them,  will  not  rudely  obliterate  all  the  memories  of  the  past. 
They  live  within  us  forever,  and  bj'e  and  bj'e  the  old  associations 
are  ours  again,  in  the  life  that  never  ends. 

The  remains  of  Mr.  Gould  were  conveyed  to  Upton 
where  they  were  buried  under  Masonic  rites. 

At  the  meeting  held  June  4tb,  1878,  there  were 
seventeen  members,  and  a  number  of  visitors  pres- 
ent. Albert  Curtis  Esq.,  of  Worcester,  was  elected 
an  active  member,  and  J.  F.  D.  Garfield  of  Fitch- 
burg,  a  corresponding  member. 

The  Librarian  reported  13  volumes,  304  pamphlets 
and  several  articles  of  value,  as  donations  to  the  So- 
ciety. Col.  Israel  Plummer,  of  Northbridge,  read 
his  "History  of  the  Blackstone  Canal,"  which  was 
listened  to  with  much  interest.  Remarks  in  relation 
to  the  same  were  made  by  Mr.  Nathaniel  Paine  and 
others,  and,  on  motion,  it  was  voted  to  request  of 
Col.  Plummer,  a  copy  of  his  paper  for  preservation. 

Mr.  Paine  presented  a  collection  of  Portraits  and 
Engravings,  for  which  a  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered 
him.  The  following  is  the  Paper  read  at  this  meet- 
ing by  Col.  Plummer: — 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  BLACKSTONE  CANAL. 

The  project  of  opening  Inland  Navigation  from  the  waters  of 
Narragansett  Bay,  in  Rhode  Island,  to  Worcester,  in  Massachu- 
setts, through  the  valley  of  the  Blackstone  river,  was  first  seri- 
ously attempted  about  the  year  1796,  by  the  late  John  Brown, 
Esq.,  of  Providence,  and  others.  The  vast  advantages  which 
must  necessarily  result  fh>m  still-water  navigation  a  distance  of 
forty-five  miles  from  tide-water,  through  one  of  the  most  fertile 
tracts  of  country'  in  New  England,  could  not  escape  the  keen 
sagacity  of  that  enterprising  individual.  He  had  no  sooner  fixed 
his  attention  upon  this  contemplated  improvement  than  he  re- 
solved, if  practicable,  to  carry  it  into  full  effect.  He  therefore, 
with  a  promptness,  zeal  and  untiring  perseverance  which  distin- 
guished him  from  most  men  in  the  prosecution  of  public  enter- 
prises, hastened,  with  the  aid  of  an  Engineer,  to  survey  the  route ; 
and  found  the  plan  not  only  practicable,  but  easy  of  execution. 
Many  intelligent  gentlemen  were  disposed  to  aid  in  accomplish- 
ing this  desirable  work.  A  deep  interest  was  excited ;  and  all 
who  careAill}'  and  candidlv  considered  it,  were  as  fully  convinced 
of  its  importance  as  Mr.  Brown  himself.  To  effect  it,  however, 
an  Act  of  Incorporation  from  the  States  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Massachusetts  was  necessary.  The  General  Assembl}''  of  the 
former  availed  itself  of  the  earliest  opportunity  to  testify  its  ap- 
probation of  the  plan  by  passing  an  Act  which  vested  a  Company 
with  ample  powers  and  privileges  to  prosecute  the  design. 

Thus  far  ever\'  step  taken  was  attended  with  success,  and 
promised  a  favorable  result.  But  the  labors  of  Mr.  Brown  and 
his  coadjutors  were  brought  to  a  premature  end,  and  the  hopes 
of  those  who  lived  adjacent  to  the  Blackstone  were  blasted,  at  a 
moment  and  in  a  manner  not  anticipated  at  the  commencement 
of  the  enterprise.  The  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  which  had 
been  distinguished  for  its  liberality  and  for  a  prompt  encourage- 
ment of  individuals  in  all  that  related  to  public  improvements, 
withheld  its  assent,  from  local  considerations,  to  a  coiTesponding 
Act  of  Incorporation  ;  and  the  plan  thus  failed,  for  a  time,  for 
want  of  power  to  execute  it.  It  is  a  cause  of  deep  regret  that  an 
enterprise  from  which  a  large  section  of  our  Commonwealth 
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would  have  been  reaping  the  most  signal  advantages,  should  have 
been  thus  unfortunately  defeated.  Much  time  which  would 
otherwise  have  been  employed  in  improvements,  was  wasted  ;  and 
mach  capital  which  would  have  been  amassed,  was  thus  lost  to 
the  State. 

Since  that  period  the  mill-privileges  ujx>n  the  Blackstone  have» 
to  a  great  extent,  been  occupied  by  large  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments, which,  by  adding  greatly  to  the  value  of  the  land,  have 
caused  embarrassments  that  could  not  now  be  overcome,  were 
not  the  proprietors  favorably  disposed  towards  the  plan.  Such 
was  the  discouraging  effect  of  the  vote  of  the  Legislature  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, that,  from  the  time  the  bill  was  negatived,  the  project 
remained  till  subsequently  revived,  unattempted,  and  its  failure 
was  deeply  lamented.  The  subject,  however,  as  business  exi)an- 
ded,  acquired  fresh  interest  from  the  daily  want  of  comnmuica- 
tion  by  water,  which  was  long  and  severel.y  felt. 

The  opinion  had  become  so  general  in  favor  of  a  renewed  ettbrt, 
that  meetings  earlj-  in  the  spring  of  1822,  both  in  Providence  and 
Worcester,  were  held.  The  subject  was  discussed  in  the  latter 
place  among  many  of  the  most  intelligent  citizens  and  the  senti- 
ment was  unanimous  that  the  time  had  arrived  when  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  population  in  the  Valley  of  the  Blackstone  required 
that  Canal  Navigation  should  be  opened  with  all  possible  expe- 
dition. Committees  were  appointed  to  further  investigate  the 
subject,  by  ascertaining  the  probable  expense  of  constructing  a 
Canal,  whether  the  supplies  of  water  were  sufficient,  and  whether 
the  amount  of  tonnage  annually  would  justifj'  an  investment  of 
fhnds  necessar}"^  to  accomplish  the  design.  The  committees  en- 
tered without  delay  upon  the  duties  assigned  them  ;  and  with  the 
funds  subscribed  by  individuals  were  eniibled  to  engage  Benja- 
min Wright,  Esq.,  (Chief  Engineer  upon  the  middle  section  of 
the  great  Erie  Canal,)  to  make  a  topographical  survey  of  the 
route — ^to  examine  the  character  of  the  soil — to  ascertain  wheth- 
er the  supplies  of  water  were  sufficient — to  estimate  the  expense 
of  construction,  and  to  report  thereon.  The  survej-  was  accor- 
dingly commenced,  the  levels  taken  ;  and  the  whole  completed 
in  September,  1822,  \>y  Mr.  Wright,  with  the  aid  of  two  assist- 
ant engineers,  from  the  result  of  which  they  made  the  following 
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REPORT. 

^'Mr.  Hutchinson,  accompanied  by  some  of  the  gentlemen 
ix)mmittee,  has  completed  a  level  over  the  route  for  the  proposed 
Canal ;  and  they  find  the  distance,  b}'  measure,  45  miles,  as  a 
Canal  would  run,  and  the  descent  451  1-2  feet  from  Thomas 
street  in  Worcester,  to  tide-water  in  Providence.  The  ground  is 
remarkabl}'  favorable.  The  soil  generally  easy  to  excavate  ;  the 
embankments  neither  lai^e  nor  extensive  ;  very  little  solid  rock 
to  be  removed ;  the  aqueduct  and  culverts  are  not  numerous  or 
expensive.  On  viewing  the  country  intended  to  be  benefitted 
by  this  Canal,  taking  into  consideration  its  probable  future  gro- 
wth and  increase  of  trade,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a 
Canal  32  feet  wide  at  top,  18  feet  at  bottom,  and  31-2  feet  depth 
of  water,  would  be  the  proper  size  to  be  formed  ;  and  that  Locks 
of  70  feet  between  the  Gates,  and  10  feet  in  width,  would  be 
sufficiently  large  for  the  trade  intended,  bearing  in  mind  a  proper 
economy  in  use  of  water  and  in  the  erection  of  the  Locks.  In 
the  examination  of  this  important  work,  an  object  of  primary 
and  indispensable  importance  was  to  ascertain  whether  a  sufficient 
supply  of  water  could  be  obtained  without  injury  to  the  valuable 
hydraulic  works  now  erected  on  the  Blackstone  river  and  its 
branches.  The  summit  level  being  most  deficient  in  water,  it 
was  found  that  North  Pond,  lying  two  miles  northerly  from  the 
Court  House  in  Worcester,  was  the  principal  source  of  the  Wor- 
cester branch  of  tfie  Blackstone  river ;  and  the  Pond  is  •  said  to 
contain  or  cover  a  surface  of  about  100  acres  ;  and  at  an  expense 
of  $1000  would  make  it  cover  180  acres,  by  raising  a  dam  eight 
feet  high,  and  thereby  retaining  the  flood- waters  of  the  Spring  for 
hummer  use.  Admitting  these  premises,  it  is  reduced  to  math- 
ematical calculation  that  a  superficial  surface  of  140  acres  and 
eight  feet  deep,  would  give  48,787,200  cubic  feet  of  water." 

From  the  commencement  at  Thomas  street,  in  Worcester,  to 
the  outlet  of  Dority  Pond,  in  Millbury,  a  distance  of  about  7 
miles,  Mr.  Hutchinson  very  properly  located  Locks  of  six  feet 
lift  each.  These  Locks  would  require  4200  cubic  feet  of  water 
each  time  they  were  filled  ;  and  admitting  that  the  casual  falls 
of  rain  would  make  good  the  evaporation  of  the  North  Pond,  this 
reservoir  would  give  21,616  Locks  full  of  Water,  of  six  feet  each. 

After  arriving  at  the  outlet  of  Dority  Pond  in  Millbur}',  near 
the  Goodell  Manufacturing  Company's  works,  Mr.  Hutchinson  so 
formed  his  plan  as  to  take  the  water  of  Dority  Pond,  and  located 
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Locks  below  that  point  of  8  feet  litl  each.  These  Locks  require 
5,600  cable  feet  of  water  to  fill  them  each  time ;  and  in  order  to 
obtain  a  full  supply,  resort  must  be  had  to  making  Dority  Pond 
a  reservoir.  It  is  believed  that  an  expense  of  $150  would  form  a 
dam  to  raise  Dorit}'  Pond  ten  feet  higher  than  its  then  summit 
surface,  and  it  would  then  contain  or  cover,  according  to  estima- 
tion, at  least  140  acres,  which  at  ten  feet  depth,  would  give  60, 
984,000  cubic  feet  of  water.  This  added  to  the  water  of  North 
Pond,  would  give  lockage  water  for  19,602  Locks  of  8  feet  lift 
each.  From  Thomas  street  in  Worcester  to  the  point  where  a 
branch  would  probably-  go  off  to  Long  Pond,  a  distance  of  11 
miles,  there  would  be  26  Locks,  and  1 76  feet  descent. 

The  expense  was  estimated  at  $88,748.  From  the  last  men- 
tioned point  to  the  north  line  in  Rhode  Island,  17  1-2  miles,  15 
Locks  and  107  feet  descent.  The  expense  was  estimated  at 
$105,739.  From  the  north  line  in  Rhode  Islaml  to  the  south  end 
of  Scott's  Pond  to  tide- water  in  Mooshassuck  river,  4  1-2  miles, 
8  Locks,  50  feet  descent,  expense  $29,699,  making  45  miles  dis- 
tance, 62  Locks,  451  1-2  feet  descent,  and  an  estimated  expease 
of  $323,319. 

The  Charter  of  the  Blackstone  Canal  Company-  was  executed 
b}'  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  in  March,  1823,  and  appro- 
ved, and  b}'^  Rhode  Island  at  its  June  session  of  the  General 
Assembly  the  same  year. 

In  1824  the  excavation  was  commenced  in  Rhode  Island,  and 
and  in  the  ye&T  1826  the  first  earth  was  removed  in  Massachu- 
setts, near  Thomas  street,  Worcester.  The  first  boat  which  was 
completed  was  the  canal  packet,  called  the  ''Lady  CAmtiNoxoN," 
built  in  Providence,  and  finished  June  28,  1828.  It  was  fitted 
up  in  the  best  style  for  the  accomodation  of  passengers. 

On  July  1st,  1828,  the  Lady  Carrington  started  from  tide- 
water, Providence,  on  an  excursion  up  the  Blackstone  Canal,  the 
first  trip  that  had  been  attempted.  The  boat  passed  the  first 
Lock  nearly  opposite  the  jail  on  Canal  street,  Providence,  about 
10  o'clock  A.M.,  and  the  Lock  at  Mill  Bridge  at  11  o'clock,  under 
salute  of  artillery,  with  great  rejoicings  on  the  whole  route,  to 
Albion  factory,  ten  miles. 
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I  will  here  introduce  an  abridged  account  from  the  Rhode  Island 
-.'l7nf:'?-eca?i,  of  Providence,  of  Jul}^  1st,  1828: —    ' 

**At  about  10  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  'Lady  Carrington' 
started  from  the  first  lock  above  tide- water  (opposite  the  jail,) 
on  Canal  street.  A  salute  of  artillerj'  announced  her  departure, 
seconded  by  the  cheers  of  those  on  board,  and  the  shouts  of  hun- 
dreds of  spectators  who  crowded  the  banks  and  surrounding 
eminences,  to  witness  this  novel  spectacle.  The  boat  is  of  the 
largest  size  that  can  be  admitted  into  the  locks,  being  about  sev- 
enty feet  long,  nine-and-a-half  wide  and  as  high  as  will  admit  of 
a  safe  passage  under  the  bridges  crossing  the  canal.  She  is  cov- 
ered on  top,  having  below  a  cabin  nearly  the  whole  extent  of  the 
boat,  conveniently  and  neatl}'  arranged.  Her  draft,  when  filled 
with  passengers,  does  not  exceed  eight  or  nine  inches.  Among 
the  passengers  were  His  Excellency*  the  Governor,  two  of  the 
Rhoile  Island  Canal  Commissioners,  and  about  fifty  citizens. 
The  Boat  was  drawn  up  the  Canal  by  a  tow-line  attached  to  two 
horses,  that  travelled  with  rapidity  on  the  straight  levels  (of  which 
there  are  some  verj'  beautiful  ones  before  you  come  to  the  Black- 
stone  River. )  8he  might  be  conveyed  with  ease  at  the  rate  of 
four  or  five  miles  per  hour.  Between  tide-water  and  the  Albion 
Factor}',  nine  granite  locks,  of  most  substantial  masonr}*,  were 
passed.  Just  before  entenng  Scott's  Pond,  a  beautiful  basin  of 
deep  water,  there  are  three  continuous  locks,  by  which  you  ascend 
an  elevation  of  t went v- four  feet.  The  novelt^'  of  ascending  and 
descending  from  the  diiTerent  levels  was  particularly  gratifying 
to  those  who  had  never  i)efore  witnessed  the  operation.  The  boat 
glides  into  a  solid  iron  box  (so  to  speak,)  in  which  she  is  Enclosed 
by  the  shutting  of  folding  gates.  The  water  is  then  admitted 
through  wickets  in  the  upper  gates,  and  the  Boat  is  rapidly  raised 
to  the  level  she  is  to  ascend  ;  the  upper  gates  are  then  opened, 
and  she  passes  on.  In  descending,  the  lock  is  filled  and  the  boat 
glides  in  on  the  level  and  the  upper  gates  are  closed,  and  the 
water  drawn  from  the  lower  gates  until  the  water  is  depressed  to 
the  level  below.  This  operation  occupied,  in  passing  up,  about 
four  minutes,  and  in  descending  about  three  minutes.  The  aver- 
age height  of  the  locks  is  about  ten  feet.  There  were  men  hired 
for  lock-tenders,  whose  duty  it  was,  for  Boats  ascending  to  see 
the  lower  gates  opened,  and  after  the  Boat  glided  into  the  lock, 
to  close  tiie  lower  gates,  and  draw  the  water  from  the  upper  level 
until  the  lock  was  full,  and  then  open  the  upper  gates  and  let  the 
Boat  pass  out  on  the  level ;  and  when  Boats  were  descending, 
locks  were  to  be  filled  and  upper  gates  opened,  so  the  boat  would 
glide  in.  On  the  4th  of  Jul}'  the  *Lady  Carrington'  carried  ex- 
cursion j)arties  to  Scott's  Pond,  six  miles,  amid  great  rejoicings." 
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The  first  boat  wliich  passed  hrough  the  whole  length  of  the 
Blackstone  Canal,  arrived  at  the  n[>i)er  basin  in  Worcester,  Oct. 
6,  1828.     Oct.  \Hthfrel(jht  boats  came  up  as  far  as  Uxbridge. 

Three  Commissioners,  viz  :  Edward  Carringtou,  Moses  B.  Ives 
and  Stephen  Smith,  were  elected  in  Khode  Island.  John  W. 
Lincoln  and  Sylvanus  Ilolbrook  were  chosen  for  Massachusetts. 

The  expense  of  the  work  was  8700, (HK).  $;')00,()()0  were  taken 
and  paid  bj-  citizens  of  Rhode  Island,  and  $2.^0,00;)  bv  citizens 
of  Massachusetts.  The  Stock  was  in  such  demand  that  as  soon 
as  the  half  million  dollars'  worth  was  taken  up,  mostly  in  Prov- 
idence, an  express  was  started  by  some  parties  in  Providence  for 
Worcester  in  great  haste,  to  take  an}'  balance  of  stock  that  was 
not  sold  or  taken  in  Vv'^orcester. 

The  first  subscription  paid  on  the  stock  was  $s,000.  Ma}'  2ud, 
1825.  The  second  amount  assessed,  of  $8  on  a  share,  on  3i)07 
shares  pa3'able  Aug.  11,  1825,  was  not  acknowledged  by  the 
Treasurer,  Thomas  Burgess,  until  Jan.  2,  182(),  which  amounted 
to  $31,256.  The  first  acknowledgin3nt  from  Worcester,  $3,864, 
March  23,  1826.  The  amount  of  the  third  installment,  of  $5  on 
the  share,  3692  shares  was  due  June  7,  and  was  received  Aug. 
12,  1826,  $18,460.  The  fourth  installment  of  $5  on  a  share,  was 
received  Oct.  11,  $17,165.  On  Nov.  11th,  $4,330  was  paid  in 
b}'  the  Worcester  subscribers.  The  whole  amount  paid  in  up  to 
Dec  30,  1826,  was  $121 ,941 ,75.  The  whole  amount  of  subscrip- 
tions and  interest  received  to  Jul}-  2,  1828,  was  $351,3()8,08. 

The  stockholders  in  the  Blackstone  Canal  Company,  originallv 
formed  in  Massachusetts,  and  the  stockholders  in  the  Blackstone 
Canal  Company,  originallj-  formed  in  Rhode  Island,  having  be- 
come united  in  pursuance  of  the  Acts  passed  by  the  Legislatures 
of  the  two  States  for  that  purpose,  held  their  first  meeting  for 
business  at  Uxbridge,  July  5,  1828.  The  committee  which  was 
appointed  to  raise  money  to  complete  the  Blackstone  Canal,  dis- 
posed of  77  certificates  of  $1,000  each,  and  the  committee  gave 
their  personal  notes  for  $7,200,  guaranteed  individually,  on  four 
months  from  Nov.  28,  1828.  The  certificates  were  all  dated 
Sept.  8,  1828,  payable  in  five  years  from  the  19th  of  Oct.,  1828, 
the  interest  paid  in  advance,  to  Oct.  1,  1829,  and  semi-annually 
afterwards,  also  in  advance,  commencing  on  that  day.     The  whole 
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amount  realized  was  679,486,40.  The  Company  reserved  the 
light  to  pay  at  an  earlier  period,  and  they  were  paid  from  the 
4th  to  the  17th  of  June,  1831. 

In  a  small  paper  published  in  Worcester,  called  The  Taliainan^ 
under  date  of  Oct.  18,  1828,  may  be  found  the  following: — 

*'It  is  expected  that  the  whole. line  of  the  Canal  will  be  opened 
for  full  trade  in  the  course  of  two  weeks.  Boats  come  now  up 
as  far  as  Uxbridge,. laden  with  cotton  and  other  merchandise. 
The  day  of  the  arrival  of  the  first  boat  from  Providence,  in  this 
village,  was  a  proud  and  joj^ous  one  to  the  people  of  this  county, 
as  well  as  the  stock-holders  and  others  interested  in  the  execution 
of  the  work.  The  honor  of  this  undertaking  is  not  with  one  man, 
or  any  body  of  men.  It  belongs  not  to  this  town  (Worcester), 
or  to  that  town,  in  particular  preference  to  others  ;  but  is  due  to 
the  spirit  of  enterprise  which  appertains  to  the  people  at  large. 
We  presume  that  those  persons  who  a  few  j'ears  since  expressed 
a  desire  to  live  no  longer  than  to  see  the  completion  of  the  Canal, 
have  prepared  their  wills  and  made  all  necessary  arrangements 
for  their  departure." 

The  Blackstone  Canal  proved  more  useful  to  the  public  than 
to  the  stockholders,  as  by  building  reservoirs  it  increased  and 
equalized  the  volume  of  water  verv  materiallv  in  the  Blackstone 
River,  and  the  power  for  hydraulic  purposes  was  much  increased, 
and  more  mills  and  manufactoiies  were  built,  and  villages  sprung 
up  and  increased.  The  (anal  was  also  used  for  man}'  miles  for 
trenches.  The  manufactories  on  the  line,  or  within  ten  miles, 
were  nearly  doubled,  and  Rhode  Island  was  much  benefitted.  In 
particular  did  Providence  receive  great  advantage  ;  while  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  particularly  Worcester,  were  proportionately 
benefitted.  An  impetus  was  immediately  given  to  trade  and 
manufactures. 

But  there  were  three  serious  draw-backs  to  the  prosperity  and 
profits  of  the  Canal,  which  soon  made  it  unpopular  with  most  of 
its  stockliolders  and  patrons.  Unfortunately  a  portion  of  the 
Canal  was  located  in  the  Blackstone  River,  and  boats  were  more 
or  less  detained  in  high,  and  also  in  low  water,  and  in  some  sea- 
sons for  weeks  were  detained  with  goods  which  were  wanted  for 
immediate  use  or  sale.  In  some  vears  the  Canal  was  four  or 
five  months  closed  with  ice.     In  the  season  of  much  drouth  the 


I 


48 

manufacturers  were  jealous  of  the  boat-raen  drawing  so  much 
water ;  and  on  several  occasions  in  Rhode  Island  the  ownei*s  of 
the  mills  and  water  power  (notwitlistanding  the  Canal  Company 
had  greatlj'  increased  the  amount  of  water  by  building  dams  and 
thus  saving  back-watcu*  in  VV^inter  and  Spring  for  the  drouth  in 
the  Summer  and  Fall)  ordered  large  loads  of  stone  tipped  in- 
to the  locks,  to  prevent  the  boats  from  passing,  which  almost 
caused  a  Riot  among  the  boat-men  (who  were  a  resolute  set  of 
men,)  and  some  mill  owners  were  afraid  their  mills  would  be 
fired,  as  thev  had  been  threatened. 

Our  Hon.  friend,  Anthony  Chase,  was  appointed  agent  for  the 
collection  of  Tolls,  at  a  salary  of  $U)()  per  year ;  but  goods  were 
sent  from  Providence  and  liristol  to  sell  at  wholesale  oii  commis- 
sion, which  made  a  fair  business.  He  continued  about  four 
years.  Horace  Buffum  was  agent  for  the  collection  of  Tolls  in 
Pi'ovidence  for  a  long  time,  and  Willard  L(»vering  was  also  agent 
and  Collector  of  Tolls.  Thomas  Burgess  was  Treasurer  from 
first  to  last,  at  a  salary  of  8100  per  year.  Towards  the  close  he 
was  one  of  the  commissioners  and  agents.  From  Dec,  1«41,  to 
Dec.,  1848,  the  time  when  the  navigation  nearly  terminated, 
seven  3'ears,  his  salary  was  $401)  per  3'ear.  His  services  for  the 
final  closing,  from  Dec,  l«4<i,  to  Dec,  1851,  three  ^ears,  was 
$100  per  3'ear,  and  compensation  as  secretary  from  Dec,  l«4ii, 
to  Dec,  1851,  two  years,  was  only  $100  ;  and  in  all  this  series 
of  3*ear8,  from  the  starting  in  1828  to  1851,  money  was  paid  out 
for  almost  everything  but  to  the  stock-holders.  In  the  year 
1850  under  date  of  April  1,  by  cash  of  George  T.  Ric3  and  oth- 
ers for  the  sale  of  >«'orth  Pond,  and  in  closing  all  the  concerns  in 
relation  to  that  Reservoir,  $825,73  were  received.  In  1850,  on 
the  23d  of  April,  bj'  the  proceeds  of  Dority  Pond  or  Reservoir, 
sold  to  Andrus  March,  for  his  note  at  six  months  guaranteed  by 
his  father,  for  $375.  In  1850,  Oct.  1 7,  b}'  the  proceeds  of  Rams> 
horn  Pond,  or  Reservoir,  sold  to  Charles  Washburn  and  others 
for  $500,  interest  collected,  $700.  In  1854.  May  14,  by  pro- 
ceeds of  Long  Pond,  sold  to  the  Grafton  Compau}',  at  $400,  in- 
terest collected  $20.  Dec,  15,  184tJ,  b^-  cash  received  of  Prov- 
idence and  Worcester  Railroa<l  Co.,  in  full  adjustment  of  all  de- 
mands, $1000. 
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The  last  Toll  collected  was  on  the  9th  of  Nov.,  1848,  and  that 
was  onl}'  for  a  short  distance,  as  the  last  boat  passed  Woonsocket 
in  the  Fall  of  that  year.  In  1849,  May  25,  the  Boating  Hoase 
in  Providence  was  sold  at  auction  to  Thomas  Burgess  and  Joseph 
Veazie  for  notes  at  2  <Sb4  months,  for  $415.  The  Locks  and 
some  parcels  of  land  as  far  as  Woonsocket,  were  sold  in  May 
or  June,  1849.  Ma}'  25,  proceeds  of  land  above  Randall  Lock, 
sold  to  Philip  Allen  &  Son,  for  $1,150.  May  31,  proceeds  of 
Randall  Lock  at  auction,  to  Christopher  Rhodes,  for  $330.  Hor- 
ton  Lock,  sold  at  auction  to  Wm.  Randall,  for  $250.  Mineral 
Spring  Lock,  sold  to  Samuel  Saunders,  for  $217,50,  Northbridge 
$105,56,  and  prices  of  land  as  above  sold  to  Joseph  Veazie 
and  Edward  P.  Knowles  for  $137,50.  Lovell  Lock  and  lot  sold 
to  Thomas  Burgess  for  $1,110.  Three  Locks  at  Scott's  Pond, 
and  the  land  on  which  the  two  upper  Locks  stand,  sold  to  the 
Lonsdale  Co.  for  $385.  Proceeds  of  the  Arnold  Lock  $345. — 
The  middle  Lock  at  Woonsocket,  $380,  half  of  the  lower  Lock 
at  Woonsocket,  $1 1 7,50,  sold  to  Geo.  C.  Ballou.  Whole  amount 
$832,50.  June  16,  1849,  upper  Lock  at  woonsocket  sold  to  Ed- 
ward Harris,  he  to  fit  up  the  road  and  head  of  the  Lock  (See 
Bond),  amount  $100.  The  last  account  was  audited  b}'  a  com- 
mittee, viz  :  Truman  Beck  with  and  Joseph  Veazie,  Dec.  15, 1849. 

The  last  entrj'  made  on  the  Cash  Book  was  Feb.  25,  1853. 
Whole  amount  paid  out  since  the  above  was  audited,  $8,914,94, 
and  amount  received  was  $7,015,23,  leaving  a  balance  due  the 
Treasurer  of  $1,899,71. 

The  Charter  for  the  Providence  and  Worcester  Railroad  was 
obtained  in  Rhode  Island  at  the  Ma}'  session  of  the  Legislature, 
1844,  and  in  Massachusetts,  approved  March  12, 1844.  The  pop- 
ulation of  the  towns  through  which  it  passed,  including  Provi- 
dence and  Worcester,  was,  according  to  the  census  of  1840,  as 
follows :  — 

Providence,  23,171;  Smithfield,  9,554;  Worcester,  7,497; 
Cuml>erland,  5,225  ;  North  Providence,  4,207  ;  Mendon,  3,524  ; 
Gratton,  2,934;  Sutton,  2,379;  Millbury,  2,171;  Uxbridge, 
2,004  ;  Northbridge,  1,449  ;  making  an  aggregate  of  64,115,  to 
which  should  be  added,  Pawtucket,  2,184  ;  Douglas,  1,617  ;  Up- 
ton, 1,466;  Milford,  1,173,  making  at  this  time,  1844,   70,555. 
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At  a  railroad  meeting,  or  festival,  held  at  Brinley  Hall  in  Wor- 
cester, Thursday,  Nov.  11,  1847,  the  Canal  to  Providence  and 
its  failure  having  been  referred  to,  one  of  the  toasts  given  was — 
"The  two  Unions  between  Worcester  and  Providence — The  first 
was  weak  as  wate)\  the  last  is  utrong  as  iron." 

\_Frovt  the  MafUfadi  usettft  *S'y>?/,  of  Dec.  29^  IS47.'\ 

**ln  our  list  of  deaths  will  be  found  the  name  of  Abner  Cooper, 
of  Northhridge..  About  twenty-five  3'ears  since  he  was  a  ijost- 
rider ^  carrying  papers  from  this  office  on  the  rout«  from  Worces- 
ter to  Providence.  For  some  time  he  went  in  a  one-horse  wagon, 
once  a  week  ;  then  he  added  the  second  hoi'se,  and  after  a  further 
lapse  of  time,  went  twice  or  three  times  a  week.  lie  carried  the 
mail,  and  his  carriage  was  the  only  public  conveyance  for  passen- 
gers between  Worcester  and  Providence.  Less  than  a  quarter 
of  a  century  has  passed  bj- ,  and  we  find  on  the  same  route  a  rail- 
road constructed  at  an  expense  of  more  than  a  million  and  a  half 
dollars,  with  two  long  passenger  trains  nnming  twice  a  day  both 
ways,  and  so  well  patronized  that  the  stock  promises  to  be  one 
of  the  best  in  the  country.  During  this  time  the  population  of 
Providence  was  increased  from  12,000  to  near  40,000,  while  that 
of  Worcester  has  increased  from  3,000  to  15,000.  Such  an  in- 
crease of  population  and  business  in  so  short  a  time,  in  the  midst 
of  the  oldest  settled  portion  of  the  countr}-,  is  remarkable.  It 
shows  what  can  be  accomplished  b}'  free  labor,  under  free  institu- 
tions. Notwithstanding  the  gain  has  been  so  great,  it  is  still 
going  on,  and  we  look  for  a  greater  growth  in  the  next  fifteen 
3*ears  than  there  has  been  in  the  past,  unless  it  should  be  checked 
by  the  tiuwise  legislation  of  the  General  Government." 


The  cars  on  the  Providence  and  Worcester  Railroad  commenc- 
ed running  Oct.  25,  1847,  and  at  this  time,  Oct.  4,  1«7«,  Provi- 
dence contains  one  hundred  thousand  inhabitants^  and  Worcester 
fifty  thousand. 

The  monthly  meeting  succeeding  the  Summer  va- 
cation, was  held  Tuesday  evening  Sept.  3,  1878,  at 
the  usual  place.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meet- 
ing having  been  read  and  approved,  on  nomination 
by  the  Standing  Committee,  R.  Hovenden,  of  Surrey, 
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England,  was  elected  a  Corresponding  member^  and 
Norton  L.  Cook,  of  Worcester,  an  active  member. 

The  following  letter  From  J.  F.  D.  Garfield,  of 
Fitchburg,  was  read  by  the  Secretary : — 

FiTCHBURO  Mass.  June  29,  1878. 

Daniel  !Seagrave  Esq.y  Secretary; 

Dear  sir : — I  am  in  re- 
ceipt of  your  favor  of  the  13th  informing  me  of  my  election  as 
corresponding  member  of  The  Worcester  Societj'  of  Antiquity. 

1  need  not  assure  you  of  the  interest  I  feel  in  the  objects  of 
your  institution,  and  if  I  can  aid  in  any  manner  in  the  promotion 
of  those  objects  it  will  afford  me  pleasure  to  do  so.  In  accepting 
membership,  allow  me  to  thank  the  Society'  for  its  action,  and 
yourself  for  the  complimentary  manner  in  which  j'ou  have  seen 
lit  to  communicate  it. 

With  high  regard,  I  remain. 

Very  trulj-  youre, 

J.  F.  D.  GARFIELD. 

Franklin  P.  Rice,  in  behalf  of  the  Librarian,  who 
WH»  absent  on  account  of  other  engagements,  reported 
that  110  volumes  of  Public  Documents  had  been  re- 
ceived by  the  Society  from  Hon.  W.  W.  Rice,  M.  C, 
also,  several  other  books  and  pamphlets  from  various 
sources. 

Mr.  Albert  G.  Mann  of  this  city  presented  a  huge 
Bear  Trap,  which  has  a  novel  and  interesting  his- 
tory, and  for  which  a  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered 
to  Mr.  Mann. 

On  motion  of  Franklin  P.  Rice,  the  thanks  of  this 
Society  were  voted  to  Hon.  W.  W.  Rice  for  his  val- 
luible  contribution  to  our  library. 
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Hon.  Clark  Jillson  then  read  •a  very  interesting 
Biographical  sketch  of  M'Donald  Clarke,  the  "Mad 
Poet"  of  New  York,  a  small  edition  of  which,  with  a 
portrait  of  Clark,  has  been  printed  in  pamphlet  form 
by  the  author. 

At  the  regular  meeting  Tuesday  evening,  Oct.  1, 
1878,  there  were  present  nineteen  members.  A.  let- 
ter from  Rev.  Silas  Ketchum,  President  of  the  New 
Hampshire  Antiquarian  Society,  was  read  by  the 
Secretary.  The  Standing  Committee  on  nomina- 
tions made  a  report,  nominating  Stephen  Salisbury 
Jr.  Esq.,  of  Worcester,  for  Honorary  membership, 
and  Rev.  Silas  Ketchum  of  Windsor  Conn,  for  Cor- 
responding membership,  and  they  were  duly  elected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crane  it  was  voted  to  invite 
Rev,  Mr.  Ketchum  to  read  a  Paper  before  this  So- 
ciety at  some  future  meeting. 

Mr.  Crane  then  favored  the  Society  by  reading  an 
Historical  account  of  the  Obelisks  and  monuments 
of  like  character  in  Egypt,  special  mention  being 
made  of  Cleopatra's  Needle,  which  has  recently 
been  removed  to  the  city  of  London. 

Mr.  Jillson  read  an  interesting  biography  of  the 
late  Ransom  Mills  Gould,  the  same  having  been 
printed  by  the  author  in  a  pamphlet  of  thirty-two 
pages. 

The  next  regular  meeting  occurred  Tuesday  eve- 
ning, Nov.  5th,  1878,  when  the  following  letter  from 
Stephen  Salisbury  Jr.  was  read  by  the  Secretary  : — 
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Worcester  Oct.  17,  1878. 
Daniel  Seagrave^  Esq,^ 

Sec.  Wor,  ISoc.  of  Antiquity ; 

Dear  sir : — Your  letter  informing 
me  of  m}'  election  as  Honorary  member  of  The  Worcester  Societ}'" 
of  Antiquit}'  has  been  duly  received.  I  am  grateful  for  the  hon- 
or of  the  appointment,  and  shall  hope  to  be  able  to  express  the 
interest  I  feel  in  the  Society  and  its  purposes  in  some  personal 
and  practical  way. 

Respectfully  yours, 

STEPHEN  SALISBURY  Jr. 

Mr.  Jillson  in  behalf  of  Nathaniel  Paine  Esq.,  pre- 
sented a  collection  of  Coins  and  Medals,  for  which  a 
vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  to  Mr.  Paine. 

Mr.  Charles  W.  Fenno,  presented  to  the  Society 
an  Oil  Painting  of  the  "Banished  Lord,"  after  Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds,  by  Francis  Wood,  formerly  of 
Worcester,  and  a  Portrait  by  the  same  artist  of 
Marco  Bozzaris,  the  defender  of  Liberty  in  modern 
Greece,  who  was  born  in  1789,  and  died  in  battle 
Aug.  20,  1823.  These  Portraits  were  painted  about 
thirty  years  since  by  Mr.  Wood,  and  are  in  Antique 
oval  gilt  frames  of  great  age,  which  were  formerly 
in  the  old  Sykes  Tavern  at  the  comer  of  Market 
and  Main  streets  in  this  city. 

After  reading  the  following  letter  from  Rev.  Silas 
Ketchum,  there  being  no  further  business,  the  meet- 
ing was  adjourned  for  two  weeks: — 

PoQUANOCK,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  Oct.  7,  1878. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother : — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your 
esteemed  favor  of  the  5th  lust. ,  infoiming  me  of  my  election  as 
a  Corresponding  Member  of  The  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity. 
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I  cordially  respond  to  3'our  expressed  wish  and  hope,  ''that  the 
relation  thus  formed  may  be  mutually  pleasant  and  profitable.'* 
In  accepting  the  same,  therefore,  I  shall  not  allow  myself  to  re- 
gard it  as  a  simple  compliment  from  your  honored  body,  but  shall 
hold  myself  alwaj-s  in  readiness  to  l>e  useful  to  the  Society'  when- 
ever opportunity  offers.  In  whatever  direction,  therefore,  you 
may  discover  that  I  can  be  so,  oblige  me  b}-  commanding  my 
services. 

Have  the  goodness  to  convey*  to  the  members  of  your  Society 
my  sincere  thanks  for  this  expression  of  their  good  will  and  con- 
fidence, and  the  honor  thev  have  conferred  on  me,  and  assuran- 
ces  of  mv  unwearied  zeal  in  the  commendable  work  which  thev 
have  undertaken. 

1  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

SILAS  KETCHUM. 
Daniel  Seagrave,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  The  Worcester 

Society  of  Antiquity. 

The  adjourned  meeting  was  held  at  the  Hall  of 
the  Society  on  Tuesday  evening,  Nov.  19,  1878, 
there  being  present  twenty-three  members  and  about 
forty  visitors. 

Prof.  Alfred  S.  Roe  of  this  citv  was  introduced^ 
and  gave  his  "Reminiscences  of  Southern  Prisons^ 
narrating  at  considerable  length  his  personal  expe- 
rience while  a  prisoner  of  war  at  Danville,  Vn*- 
ginia,  which  was  listened  to  with  special  interest  and 
attention  by  all  present. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  St,  John,  a  vote  of  thanks 
was  tendered  Prof.  Roe  for  his  interesting  narrative. 
Edward  H.  Thompson  of  Worcester  was  elected  an 
active  member  of  this  Society. 

The  Librarian  reported  several  donations  of  books^ 
pamphlets,  portraits  and  views,    they    having   been 
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received  during  the  month,  most  of  the  latter  being 
the  gift  of  Mr.  Chas.  W.  Fenno. 

The  project  of  a  Lecture  for  tlie  purpose  of  raising 
funds  to  replenish  the  treasury,  was  discussed  at 
some  length  and  afterwards  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  entertainments,  appointed  January  15,  1878, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Crane,  Jillson,  Lovell,  Metcalf 
and  Stone,  to  report  at  the  next  meeting. 

The  closing  meeting  of  the  year  1878,  was  held  at 
the  Hall  of  the  Society  on  Tuesday  evening,  Dec.  3, 
there  being,  a  fair  attendance  of  members. 

John  Brooks  Esq.,  of  Princeton,  Mass.,  was  elected 
a  corresponding  member,  and  Henry  M.  Smith,  an 
active  member. 

Mr.  Crane,  in  behalf  of  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  matter  of  a  Lecture,  reported  that  it  was 
inexpedient  to  have  one  as  contemplated,  as  there 
were  doubts  in  the  minds  of  the  committee  concern- 
ing its  final  success.  After  some  discussion  the  sub- 
ject was  re-  committed  to  the  same  conunittee  for  the 
purpose  of  further  consideration,  and  upon  which 
they  were  instructed  to  report  at  a  future  meeting. 

A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  held 
Saturday  evening,  Dec.  7,  1878,  when  arrangements 
were  made  for  printing  the  Proceedings  of  the  So- 
ciety far  the  current  j^ear,  and  Samuel  E.  Staples  was 
authorized  to  prepare  the  matter  for  publication. 

Thus  closes  the  record  of  what  The  Worcester 
Society  of  Antiquity  has  accomplished  during  the 
fourth  year  of  its  existence,  and  our  members  have 


good  reasou  to  be  grateful  lor  the  result  of  personal 
effort,  diligently  applied  in  a  worthy  cause. 

The  hours  which  have  been  spent  in  gatliering  up 
the  scattered  details  of  Local  History  and  other  ma- 
terial worthy  of  preservation,  placing  them  within 
reach  of  those  who  are  to  come  after  us,  have  not 
been  spent  in  vain ;  and  cheerfully  we  enter  upon 
the  duties  of  another  year,  inspired  with  new  hope, 
confidently  believing  that  our  labors  will  be  crown- 
ed with  success. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


For    1879. 


The  Annual  meeting  of  The  Worcester  Society  of 
Antiquity  was  held  at  the  Library,  Worcester  Bank 
Block,  Foster  street,  on  Tuesday  evening  January  7, 
1879.  The  roll  was  called  by  the  Secretary,  and 
there  were  found  to  be  present  thirty-two  members. 
The  record  of  the  preceding  meeting  was  read  and 
approved.  The  Standing  Committee  on  nominations 
presented  the  name  of  Mr.  Augustus  E.  Peck  of  Wor- 
cester, for  active  membership,  and  he  was  unani- 
mously elected.  A  number  of  proposals  for  member- 
ship were  presented  in  due  form  and  referred  to  the 
committee  on  nominations. 

The  large  number  of  members  in  attendance  at 
this  meeting  contrasted  favorably  with  the  Annual 
meeting  in  1878 ;  and  a  spirit  of  determination  to 
make  the  work  of  the  present  year  more  complete 
than  heretofore,  was  clearly  indicated  by  the  prompt 
manner  in  which  the  business  was  transacted,  and 
by  the  several  reports  then  and  there  presented. 
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The  President,  Mr.  Samuel  E.  Staples,  then  pre- 
sented his  Annual  Report,  as  follows : — 

Gentlemen  of  The  Worcester  /Society  of  AiUiquity : — 

Humbly  acknowledging  Him  by  whose  power  alone  our  lives 
are  continued  to  the  present  time,  I  am  again  peniiitted  to  pre- 
sent mj'  Annual  Report,  which  embraces  the  transactions  of  this 
Societ}'  for  the  fourth  vear  of  its  existence.  Permit  me,  however, 
before  narrating  the  events  that  have  transpired,  first  of  all  to 
present  to  30U  the  compliments  of  the  season,  and  xny  best  wishes 
for  your  happiness  and  future  welfare. 

Wc  are  reminded  that  one  of  our  number,  whose  prospects  for 
life  one  year  ago  were  as  good  as  ours  who  remain,  has  passed  to 
the  unseen  land,  and  his  place  among  us  henceforth  will  be  va- 
cant. At  the  time  of  the  sad  calamity  b3'  which  our  friend  was 
so  suddenly  removed  from,  our  midst,  appropriate  notice  of  the 
event  was  taken  by  this  Societ}',  which  1  need  not  now  repeat. 

The  year  past  has  been  one  of  prosperity  for  this  institution, 
there  having  been  a  good  degree  of  interest  manifested  b\'  the 
members  generall}-,  and  some  of  them  have  devoted  much  time, 
labor  and  mone}'  to  promote  its  usefulness. 

There  have  been  twelve  meetings  during  the  year,  with  a  fair 
attendance  of  members  at  all  of  them,  besides  the  informal  week- 
1}'  gatherings  which  have  been  held  on  each  succeeding  Tuesday' 
evening,  making  more  than  fifty  occasions  when  we  have  met  to- 
gether for  profitable  and  pleasant  intercourse.  Much  could  be 
said  concerning  the  advantages  of  frequent  intercourse  between 
members  of  this  Societ}',  the  stimulus  derived  from  such  gather- 
ings of  thoughtful  and  practical  men,  plans  proposed  and  devel- 
oped to  further  the  objects  which  we  have  in  view,  all  tending  to 
promote  the  usefulness  of  this  institution,  "not  onh'  to  ourselves 
and  the  communit}'  around  us,  but  to  those  also  who  shall  come 
after  us.  It  is,  however,  unnecessary  to  enlarge  upon  this 
thought,  and  I  pass  to  notice  other  matters  which  require  our 
consideration  at  this  time. 

At  the  meetings  of  the  Society  the  following  papers  have  been 
read,  all  of  which  have  been  received  with  much  favor,  a  number 
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uf  them  being  contributious  to  our  local  histori'  and  are  therefore 
of  permanent  value. 

At  the  meeting  in  February,  Hon.  Clark  Jillson  gave  aome  in- 
teresting facts  concerning  '^A  Financier  of  the  old  school,"  Sam- 
uel Slater,  the  pioneer  cotton  manufacturer  of  America. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  in  March,  Mr.  Crane  gave  a  portion 
(jf  his  valuable  historical  Paper  upon  ^^The  Lumber  business  of 
Worcester,"  with  bic^aphical  and  genealogical  notes,  and  com- 
pleted the  same  at  the  next  meeting. 

At  the  April  meeting,  Mr.  Chas.  H.  J.  Douglas,  of  Providence, 
R.  I.,  read  an  interesting  Essay  upon  '*Family  Histories,"  which 
was  received  with  much  favor  by  those  present.  I  regret  that 
no  copy  of  this  paper  has  been  received. 

At  the  regular  meeting  in  May,  Mr.  Jillson  gave  the  first  in- 
stalment of  his  contemplated  work  on  '^The  Death  Penalty  in 
Worcester  County,"  which  was  listened  to  with  great  interest  by 
all  present. 

In  June,  Col.  Israel  Plummer,  of  Northbridge,  who  had  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  man}'  of  the  facts  which  he  relates,  read  his 
^''History  of  the  Blackstone  Canal,"  a  paper  of  much  local  as  well 
as  general  interest. 

At  the  September  meeting,  Mr.  Jillson  entertained  the  mem- 
bers present  b}-  reading  a  sketch  of  the  life  of  M'Donald  Clarke, 
who  was  known  as  the  ^^Mad  Poet,"  and  whose  sad  historv  is 
painful  in  the  extreme. 

In  October,  Mr.  Crane  gave  an  account  of  the  monuments  of 
Egypt ;  and  Mr.  Jillson  favored  the  meeting  with  an  interesting 
biograph}'  of  the  late  Ransom  M.  Gould,  the  latter  having  been 
neatly  printed  b}^  the  author. 

In  November,  Mr.  Alfred  8.  Roe  narrated  at  considerable 
length  his  reminiscences  of  prison  life  at  Danville,  Ya.,  while  held 
as  a  prisoner  of  war,  bringing  to  our  remembrance  the  painf\il 
scenes  through  which  so  man}*  of  our  bravo  sons  were  called  to 
pass,  and  where  so  man}'  laid  down  their  Uves  that  the  country 
might  live.  All  honor  to  the  heroic  men,  living  or  dead,  who, 
caring  less  for  home  and  its  endearments  than  for  the  perils  of 
their  threatened  country,  left  all  and  gave  themselves  for  its 
preservation.     And  here  I  am  reminded  of  other  perils  and  other 
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dangers  that  have  called  for  the  best  blood  of  our  3'oung  men,  who 
have  sacrificed  everjthing,  even  life  itself,  that  the  march  of  pro- 
gress should  not  be  hindered  as  it  speeds  its  way  across  our  west- 
em  prairies,  up  and  down  the  great  rivers,  and  over  the  loft^' 
mountains  till  it  reaches  the  Pacific  ocean  on  the  West.  Shall 
these  die  unhonored  and  their  praise  never  be  sung  ?  Let  us  re- 
member these  men  also,  who  have  made  it  possible  to  occupy 
our  new  territories,  to  build  railroads,  to  cultivate  unnumbered 
acres  producing  the  great  staples  of  life,  where  a  few  years  since, 
only  the  prowling  Indian  was  found  and  the  tread  of  the  buffalo 
shook  the  solid  ground. 

Since  the  Annual  meeting,  January'  1,  187H,  there  have  been 
elected  eighteen  members,  four  of  whom  are  Corresponding,  and 
one  an  Honorary  member. 

When  we  consider  that  for  the  last  3'ear  an  admission  fee  has 
been  required,  and  an  assessment  has  been  laid  upon  the  active 
members,  the  additions  seem  to  be  as  large  as  could  reasonably 
be  expected,  as  there  are  eomparativeh'  few  persons  in  a  com- 
munity like  this  who  take  any  real  interest  in  liistorical  research 
and  the  objects  for  which  this  Society  was  organized. 

And  just  here  I  desire  to  acknowledge  the  very  complimentary 
notice  bestowed  upon  our  Society  at  the  time  of  the  Thomas 
obsequies,  in  June  last,  by  the  Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury,  Presi- 
dent of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society',  showing  as  it  did  to 
the  distinguished  persons  present  that  there  is  no  ambitious 
rivalry  on  the  part  of  this  young  Association,  but  that  it  is  calcu- 
lated to  supply  a  local  want  that  the  older  Societ}'  was  not  de- 
signed to  fill. 

The  work  of  the  special  committee,  Messrs.  Crane,  Lovell  and 
Rice,  chosen  Sept.  12,  1876,  to  cop}'  the  inscriptions  in  the  an- 
cient burial  grounds  of  Worcester  and  vicinitj',  has  l)een  contin- 
ued during  the  last  season,  many  new  names  having  been  obtained 
fh>m  cofi9n  plates  and  otherwise,  while  the  remains  were  being 
removed  from  the  Mechanic  street  burial  ground,  which  will  be 
published  with  our  Proceedings  as  an  addenda  to  the  volume  of 
Inscriptions  issued  in  Feb.,  1878. 

There  have  been  many  and  various  donations  to  the  librarj' 
and  to  our  collection  of  relics  and  curiosities,  which  are  becoming 
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quite  valuable,  which  will  be  suitably  noticed  by  the  librarian  in 
his  annual  report,  or  in  the  reports  that  will  be  presented  by  the 
proper  officers  of  the  several  Departments  of  Work. 

The  duties  of  the  Librarian,  Mr.  Albert  A.  Lovell,  are  now 
quite  onerous,  requiring  much  time  to  catalogue  the  various  do- 
nations, as  well  as  skill  and  taste  to  so  arrange  them  that  they 
may  be  properly  displayed  and  made  accessible  for  use ;  and  we 
are  largel}'  indebted  to  him  for  the  pleasant  and  home-like  appear- 
ance which  these  apartments  now  present.  Especially  would  we 
acknowledge  the  gift  of  the  black  walnut  Show-case,  containing 
the  collection  of  Medals  and  Coins,  the  work  of  his  own  hands ; 
and  to  him,  to  Mr.  Crane  and  Mr.  Fenno,  are  we  indebted  for 
the  upright  case,  containing  various  choice  articles  which  have 
been  presented  to  the  Society. 

The  ordinary  expenses  of  the  year  have  been  met  from  the  re- 
sources of  the  Society,  as  wiU  api^ear  b}^  a  statement  in  detail, 
showing  our  receipts  and  expenditures,  which  will  be  submitted 
by  the  efficient  Treasurer,  James  A.  Smith  Esq. 

The  correspondence  of  the  3'ear  has  been  quite  extensive,  and 
numerous  letters  of  appreciation  of  our  efforts  and  encouragement 
in  our  work,  have  been  received. 

I  desire  to  express  my  gratitude,  and  that  of  the  Society,  to 
our  Secretary,  for  the  very  complete  and  accurate  record  that  he 
has  kept  of  our  transactions,  and  for  the  faithflil  manner  in  which 
he  has  discharged  all  his  duties.  I  am  sensible  that  this  notice 
is  justly  due  to  him,  for,  by  the  Constitution  no  report  is  required 
from  this  officer  by  which  his  work  could  be  properly  known. 

The  duties  of  the  Committee  on  Biograph}'  have  been,  I  doubt 
not,  faithfully  discharged,  but  I  fear  it  will  be  shown  in  their  re- 
port that  few  of  our  members  have  complied  with  the  vote  by 
which  each  was  requested  to  fbniish  a  biographical  sketch  of  his 
life,  and  to  place  his  photograph  in  the  archives  of  our  Society 
for  the  admiration  of  future  generations. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  nominations,  whose  faithful  dis- 
charge of  their  duties  has  been  made  manifest  from  month  to 
month,  need  no  worci  of  commendation  from  me. 

And  now,  what  more  shall  1  say  unless  I  speak  a  word  in  m}' 
own  behalf?    For  four  years  I  have  given  to  this  Society  what 
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little  of  talent  I  possess,  have  devoted  many  hours  of  thought  as 
well  as  work  for  its  success,  have  made  some  sacriGces  to  further 
its  interests,  and  now  rejoice  with  you  in  seeing  it  established  as 
one  of  the  permanent  institutions  of  this  growing  city.  I  wish  I 
could  have  brought  more  ability  to  the  performance  of  these  de- 
lightful duties,  but  such  as  I  have  has  been  freely  given.  Had  it 
not  have  been  for' the  faithful  cooperation  of  my  fellow  officers 
and  the  united  efforts  of  the  members  at  lai^e,  not  much  could 
have  been  done,  but  with  these,  1  am  conscious  that  very  much 
has  been  accomplished.  I  shall  ever  regard  these  four  3'ears  as 
the  critical  period  of  our  history  as  a  Society,  but  having  passed 
them  safely  over,  1  have  now  entire  confidence  in  our  future 
prosperity,  and  shall  always  look  back  with  pleasure  and  satisfac- 
tion upon  the  work  we  have  accomplished  during  this  period  of 
experiment  and  probation. 

Having  called  attention  to  several  matters  that  to  me  seemed 
worth}'  of  mention  and  discharged  my  duties  to  3'ou  with  such 
fidelity  as  I  have  been  capable  of,  with  many  thanks  for  your 
courtes}'  and  forbearance,  I  now  tender  mj'  resignation  as  Presi- 
dent of  this  Society,  trusting  and  doubting  not  that  he  upon 
whom  all  will  unite  as  m3'  successor  in  office,  in  the  administration 
of  its  affairs,  will,  by  his  strength  of  mind,  his  long  experience 
in  public  stations,  his  spotless  integrit}'  and  sound  judgment,  so 
direct  your  councils  that  no  harm  shall  come  to  this  body,  but  its 
future  prosperity  thereb}-  shall  be  secured. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  E.  STAPLES. 

Worcester,  Mass.,  Jan.  7,  1879. 

At  this  meeting  the  following  members  were  pres- 
ent, viz. ;  Messrs.  Staples,  F.  P.  Rice,  Howe,  Stone, 
Seagrave,  OTh-nn,  Marshall,  C.  R.  Johnson,  Phelps, 
James  A.  Smith,  Clark  Jillson,  Lawrence,  Comins, 
Lovell,  Crane,  Dodge,  Metcalf,  Scott,  W.  H.  Bartlett, 
Tucker,  Shumway,  Roe,  E.  P.  Thompson,  Bosworth, 
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Jones,  T.  S,  Johnson,  Marble,  Frank  C.  Jillson,  Cook, 
Curtis,  Henry  M.  Smith,  and  Nathaniel  Paine  by 
invitation. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Treasurer  was  then 
read  and  accepted. 

TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


To  THE  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity. 

Gentlemen : —  In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  your  By- 
Laws,  I  herewith  submit  my  third  Annual  Report,  showing  the 
Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  Society,  for  the  year  1878,  as 
follows : — 

James  A.  Smith  Treasurer^  in  account  with 

The  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity. 


1878. 


Cash  Received. 


Assessments,        .     .     $193,50 


Admission  Fees, 

Donations, 

Sale  of  Proceedings 

From  Treasurer, 

From  Librarian, 

Temporary  Loan, 


12,00 
13,00 
49,30 
58,73 
5,00 
200,00 


1878. 


Cash  Paid. 
Cr. 


Due  Treasurer,  .  .  $  55,02 
Rent  to  Jan.  1,  1879,      150,00 

Gas  bill, 7,45 

Printing, 282,26 

Newspapers  &  Station'ry,  10,00 
Incidentals,  ....  13,53 
Furniture  &c.,    .     .     .     13,27 


$531,53 


$531,53 
Worcester,  Jan.  7,  1879. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  A.  SMITH,  Treamrer. 
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The  Librarian,  Albert  A..  Lovell,  read  his  Annual 
Report,  which,  together  with  the  list  of  donations, 
will  be  found  in  subsequent  pages. 

A  letter  was  received  from  Wni.  S.  Barton  Esq. 
presenting  to  the  Society  three  volumes  of  Ancient 
Laws  of  Massachusetts,  editions  of  1759,  1763  jind 
1775,  with  supplementary  additions. 

On  motion  of  Chas.  R.  Johnson,  it  was  voted  to 
proceed  to  the  election  of  officers.  Messrs  E.  H. 
Marble  and  F.  C.  Jillson  were  appointed  to  receive 
and  count  the  votes,  who  reported  that  the  Society 
had  upon  the  first  ballot  made  choice  of  Hon.  Clark 
Jillson  for  President,  and  he  was  declared  elected. 

Mr.  Jillson  upon  assuming  the  duties  of  the  office 
to  which  he  had  been  elected,  made  a  few  compli- 
mentary remarks  to  the  members  and  thanked  them 
for  the  honor  conferred  upon  him. 

The  following  officers  were  then  elected  :  Ellery 
B.  Crane,  first  Vice-President ;  A^lbert  Curtis,  second 
Vice-President;  Daniel  Seagrave,  Secretary;  James 
A.  Smith,  Treasurer;  Albert  A.  Lovell,  Librarian; 
Franklin  P.  Rice,  Nominating  Committee  for  3  years. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Staples  it  was  voted  that  week- 
ly meetings  be  continued  during  the  present  year, 
and  that  the  Librarian  be  requested  to  have  the  Hall 
in  readiness  each  Tuesday  evening  for  that  purpose. 

It  was  voted  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lovell,  that  the 
subject  of  the  Annual  Assessments  be  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee  for  their  consideration,  and 
that  they  report  at  the  adjourned  meeting. 
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The  tlianks  of  the  Society  were  voted  to  Mr.  Par- 
don A.  Lee,  for  his  donation  of  a  case  of  Relics  and 
Curiosities,  and  to  Mr.  Henry  Phelps  for  a  rare  and 
valuable  collection  of  Coins  and  Medals.  The  meet- 
ing was  then  adjourned  for  two  weeks. 

By  adjournment  the  Society  convened  on  Tuesday 
evening,  Jan.  21,  1879,  the  following  members  being 
present,  viz :  the  President,  Hon.  Clark  Jillson,  and 
Messrs.  Crane,  Staples,  Seagrave,  F.  P.  Rice,  Cook, 
Feuno,  Chan.  R.  Johnson,  Sumner,  Tyler,  E.  H.  Rice, 
F.  C.  Jillson,  Lovell,  Phelps,  Stone,  Lawrence,  Lamb, 
Marble,  Comins,  Tucker,  J.  A.  Smith,  and  by  invita- 
tion, Rev.  Geo.  Allen  and  Mr.  Pardon  A.  Lee. 

The  oath  of  office  was  administered  to  the  Clerk 
and  Treasurer  by  Hon.  Clark  Jillson,  after  which  the 
following  business  was  transacted. 

Correspondence  from  the  publisher  of  the  "Argus 
and  Patriot"  of  Montpelier,  Vt.,  was  read  for  informa- 
tion, and  subsequently  the  Secretary  was  instructed 
to  subscribe  for  that  Journal. 

Reports  from  the  Departments  of  Work  were  read, 
accepted  and  placed  on  file.  That  of  Archaeology 
and  General  History,  by  Mr.  Charles  R.  Johnson, 
Chairman ;  Local  History  and  Genealogy,  by  Mr. 
Ellery  B.  Crane,  Chairman ;  Relics,  Coins  and  Curi- 
osities, by  Mr.  Henry  Phelps,  Chairman. 

The  Report  upon  the  Department  of  Ancient 
Manuscripts,  Publications  and  Engravings,  having 
been  delayed  in  consequence  of  the  pressing  engage- 
ments of  the  officers  ol  thaj»  Department,  further  time 
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was  granted  them  in  which  to  make  their  report. 
The  several  reports  will  be  found  in  subsequent 
pages  of  this  publication. 

Rev.  Albert  Tyler,  by  invitation,  read,  as  a  con- 
tribution from  the  Department  of  Local  History,  a 
narrative  of  the  Butman  Riot  in  Worcester,  October 
30,  1854,  which  was  listened  to  with  njarked  interest 
and  attention.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Staples  a  vote  of 
thanks  was  tendered  Mr.  Tyler  for  his  interesthig 
historical  Paper. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Crane,  in  behalf  of  the  Lecture  Commit- 
tee, made  the  following  report  which  was  accepted, 
and  the  recommendations  adopted. 

REPORT. 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  matter  of  entertain- 
ments, after  having  carefully,  and  as  they  think  thoroughly,  in- 
vestigated the  subject,  have  arrived  at  a  unanimous  conclusion, 
and  would  respectfully  offer  the  following  report. 

In  their  opinion  it  is  expedient  to  present  for  the  patronage 
of  the  public  at  this  time,  a  course  of  three  entertainments,  to  be 
given  in  Plymouth  Chapel.  The  first  one  to  be  a  Lecture  by  Frank 
A.  Hill  M.  A.,  of  Chelsea,  Mass.,  on  Tuesda}'  evening,  Jan.  28  ; 
Subject — "The  Mound  Builders."  The  second,  Select  Readings 
by  Professors  A.  S.  Roe  and  E.  H.  Rice,  with  Musical  Selections 
for  the  Flute  by  Mr.  Frank  E.  Fitch,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Walter 
IL  Merrifield,  all  of  this  city  ;  to  be  given  on  Thursday  evening, 
Feb.  6  ;  and  the  third  and  last  to  be  a  Lecture  on  "Moorish  Re- 
mains  in  Spain,"  Feb.  II,  by  Mr.  John  E.  Russell  of  Leicester. 

Your  Committe  in  recommending  this  report  for  the  consider- 
ation of  the  Society,  desire  to  express  their  hearty  approval  of  the 
same,  believing  that  it  will  prove  a  sure  success,  financially  and 
intellectual^ ;  and  unless  we  have  been  seriously  misinformed, 
show  itself  to  be  the  most  profitable  and  instructive  course  of 
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the  season.  We  would  earnestly  solicit  your  zealous  co-operation 
in  the  undertaking.  .  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 
your  Committee. 

ELLERY  B.  CRANE,  Chairman. 

Upon  recommendation  erf  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, it  was  voted  to  assess  the  members  three  dollars 
to  defray  the  ordinary  expenses  for  the  year  1879. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Albert  A. 
Lovell,  was  unanimously  adopted: — 

Resolved^ — That  we  tender  to  Mr.  Samuel  E.  Staples,  on  his 
retirement  from  the  office  of  President  of  this  Society,  our  sincere 
thanks  for  the  acceptable  manner  with  which  he  has  performed 
the  duties  of  that  position  for  the  past  four  years  ;  and  that  we 
hereby  express  to  him  our  gratefbl  appreciation  of  his  earnest  and 
persevering  efforts  in  the  organization  of  this  Association,  and  in 
its  maintenance  through  the  early  and,  critical  period  of  its  exist- 
ence. 

Mr.  Staples  said  that  were  he  to  retifiain  silent,  it 
might  be  thought  that  he  failed  to  appreciate  the 
very  generous  recognition  by  the  Society  of  his  im- 
perfect service  in  its  behalf,  and  he  desired  therefore 
to  express  to  the  members  his  heart-felt  gratitude  for 
their  approval  of  his  endeavor  to  promote  the  inter- 
ests of  this  Association. 

The  Rev.  Geo.  Allen  was  invited  by  the  President 
to  address  the  meeting.  In  response  to  this  invita- 
tion, Mr.  Allen  complimented  the  Society  upon  the 
interest  manifested  by  the  members  in  the  work  of 
their  several  departments,  and  upon  what  had  been 
accomplished  by  them  us  indicated  in  their  reports. 
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DEPARTMENT  REPORTS. 


REPOUT  ON  ARCiLfiOLOGY  AND  GENERAL  HISTORY. 

The  members  of  the  Department  of  Archaeology  and  General 
History  met  at  the  Hall  of  the  Societj',  on  Thursday  evening, 
June  24,  1878,  and  organized  by  the  choice  of  Charles  R.  Johnson 
as  Chairman,  and  E.  F.  Thompson  as  Secretary'. 

After  a  somewhat  protracted  discussion  as  to  methods  of  work, 
it  was  decided,  for  purposes  of  investigation,  to  divide  the  mem- 
bers into  two  classes ;  those  paying  special  attention  to  the  An- 
tiquities of  the  Western  Hemisphere  constituting  one  class,  and 
those  paiticularl}'  interested  in  the  Eastern  Hemisphere  the  other. 

A  division  having  been  made  on  this  basis,  the  meeting  adjourn- 
ed, it  being  understood  that  the  two  branches  should  prosecute 
their  work  as  diligently  as  possible,  and  report  to  the  general  body 
whenever  called  upon.  Such  a  beginning  having  been  made, 
considerable  results  might  have  been  expected  from  the  organ- 
ization. It  must  be  confessed,  however,  that  not  as  much  has 
been  done  as  could  be  wished.  The  remoteness  of  the  fields  of 
labor  has  precluded  almost  anything  in  the  wa}'  of  original  dis- 
covery, and  although  much  might  be  accolnplished  by  reading  up 
and  digesting  the  accounts  of  the  researches  of  others,  it  is  to  be 
feared  that  not  enough  has  been  done  in  this  direction.  Hence 
this  Department  cannot  lay  claim  to  so  nmch  success  as  some  of 
the  others,  especially  that  of  Local  History.  When  one's  work 
is  at  his  own  door,  so  that  he  has.  as  it  were,  but  to  reach  out 
his  hand  and  gather  in  the  fniits  from  fields  ^' white  already  to 
harvest,"  the  task  is  not  a  very  dificnlt  one,  and  large  returns  are 
sure  to  be  the  reward  of  even  moderate  exertions ;  but  when  the 
laborer  is  far  removed  from  the  scene  of  duty  and  peculiar  hard- 
ships beset  his  way,  it  is  not  to  be  greath*  wondered  at,  if  for  a 
time  at  least,  he  seems  to  accomplish  but  little,  yet,  although  we 
must  admit  thatr  small  progress  has  been  made  at  home  in  Arch{e- 
ological  research,  it  is  gratifving  to  know  that  elsewhere  the 
subject  is  receiving  that  attention  which  its  importance  merits. 
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The  marvellous  discoveries  attending  the  labors  of  Schliemann 
and  Di  Cesnola  in  the  East  have  commanded  world-wide  atten- 
tion, the  study  of  Archaeology*  has  received  a  new  impetus,  and 
already  there  has  sprung  up,  in  Europe,  a  multitude  of  aspirants 
for  fame  to  follow  in  the  steps  of  these  illustrious  pioneers. 

Nor  is  there  hardly  less  interest  manifested  on  this  side  the 
ocean.  Much  has  been  done  under  the  auspices  of  the  United 
States  Geographical  survey,  and  we  ma}'  expect  from  that  source 
a  great  deal  more  in  the  future.  * 

To  Major  Powell,  of  this  service,  and  his  valuable  corps  of  as- 
sistants great  credit  is  due  for  the  elaborate  descriptions  given 
118  of  the  vestiges  of  lost  races  which  once  peopled  the  Rocky 
Mountain  region.  The  Rev.  Stephen  Bowers,  who  has  made 
several  exploring  expeditions  to  Southern  California,  the  last 
having  occupied  the  past  Summer,  has  in  preparation  a  work  de- 
tailing his  discoveries  which  ma}'  be  looked  to  for  exhaustive  in- 
formation as  to  the  ruins  of  that  locality.  In  the  Northwest  we 
have  accounts  of  the  investigations  of  W.  J.  McGee  among  "'the 
artificial  mounds  of  Iowa,"  while  from  the  Southeast  reports  reach 
us  of  curiosities  unearthed  by  Mr.  Henry  Oilman  in  opening  the 
tumuli  of  f^lorida.  These  are  mentioned  as  merely  casual  instan- 
ces of  the  energ}'  with  which  the  study  of  this  subject  is  lieing 
prosecuted  in  our  country. 

The  work  of  exploration  is  also  going  bravel}'  on  in  Central 
and  South  America.  Especially  from  the  former  ma}'  we  soon 
exi^ect  rich  contributions,  for  there  the  indefatigable  Dr.  Ilapel, 
who  has  been  toiling  among  the  ruins  of  Gautemala,  has  brought 
to  light  a  remarkable  collection  of  sculptured  slabs  whose  inscrip- 
tions, if  they  can  be  deciphered,  (and  it  is  believed  that  they  may,) 
will  shed  a  Hood  of  light  on  the  early  histor}'  of  this  continent, 
heretofore  so  shadowy  and  obscure.  In  this  connection  I  cannot 
forbear  alluding  to  the  valuable  services  to  the  cause  of  archaeo- 
logical research,  of  our  own  townsman,  Stephen  Salisbury  Jr.,  an 
honorary  member  of  this  Society.  Some  of  the  results  of  this 
gentleman's  extensive  explorations  in  Yucatan  are  set  forth  in 
volumes  which  grace  our  library,  and  doubtless  many  more  con- 
tributions to  this  department  of  knowledge  will  follow  when  he 
shall  liave  found  time  to  examine  and  classif}*  the  large  collections 
which  he  brought  with  him  f\x>m  the  land  of  the  Mayas. 
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The  study  of  Archaeolog}-  is  a  very  interesting  and  instructive 
one.  By  it  we  are  led  to  investigate  the  history  of  ancient  peo- 
ples, and  to  attempt  the  solution  of  difficult  questions  concern- 
ing the  existence  and  disappearance  of  lost  races.  Often  the 
only  data  for  solving  these  problems  consists  of  fragments  scat- 
tered over  the  face  of  the  earth  or  buried  beneath  its  surface. 
But  this  is  no  discouragement  to  the  archaeologist.  He  is  not 
accustomed  to  3'ield  to  obstacles.  He  sees  the  Past  confmnting 
him  read}'  to  deliver  up  of  the  riches  of  her  exhaustless  treasury  if 
he  will  but  prove  himself  worthj*  by  his  energy-  and  perseverance. 

^*To  him  her  voice  is  swelling 
In  solemn,  friend I3'  rhyme. 
The  might}'  stories  telling 
Of  long  evanished  time. 

The  Foreworld's  holy  breezes 
Around  his  temples  play. 
And  caver ned  night  releases 
To  him  a  quenchless  ray." 

Surely,  if  it  is  ever  proper  to  connect  the  sacred  promise,  ""Seek 
and  ye  shall  find,"  with  anj'thing  but  moral  truth,  it  TOaj*  most 
justly  be  applied  to  the  students  of  antiquit}'. 

As  has  been  said  but  little  has  been  done  b^'  our  Department 
during  the  y^ear.  Circumstances  have  been  unfavorable.  We 
confidently  expect,  however,  to  make  a  better  record  in  the  fu- 
ture, and  at  the  close  of  another  twelve-month  to  present  a  far 
more  satisfactory  report. 

Respectflill}'  submitted, 

CHAS.  Q.  JOHNSON,  Chairman. 


REPORT  ON  LOCAL  HISTORY  AND  GENEALOGY. 

The  vote  passed  at  a  meeting  held  Nov.  9,  1877,  assigning 
members  to  certain  Departments  of  Work  and  investigation,  also 
laid  upon  each  of  those  departments  the  obligation  of  presenting 
to  the  Society  at  the  end  of  each  year,  a  written  report  of  their 
doings  ;  and  in  compliance  with  that  demand,  I  take  pleasure  in 
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l>re8enting  to  3'ou  this,  our  first  report,  from  the  department  of 
Local  Histor}'  and  Genealogy. 

Promptly  after  the  assignment  of  members  to  this  department, 
a  meeting  was  called,  at  which  ever}'  resident  member  was  pres- 
ent, and  an  organization  was  perfected  b}'  the  selection  of  a 
Chairman.  After  numerous  suggestions  and  general  expressions 
of  interest  in  the  work,  from  members  present,  it  was  thought  best 
not  to  place  anj*  special  burden  or  task  on  anj'  one  in  this  divi- 
sion, except  the  Chairman,  but  to  leave  each  member  free  to  act 
from  his  own  choice  as  to  what  he  should  take  up  either  for  col- 
lection or  investigation  ;  expecting  of  course  that  it  would  follow 
generally  within  the  lines  prescribed  by  the  title  of  the  depart- 
ment. Ever3'  it^m  that  met  our  eye  relating  to  Local  History  or 
(ienealog}'  was  to  be  carefuUy  collected  and  preserved,  either  in 
the  form  of  scrap-books  or  manuscript. 

The  line  of  work  thus  inaugurated,  if  carried  out,  as  we  believe 
it  will  be  in  the  future,  cannot  fail  to  be  of  great  value  to  the 
Society.  The  matter  of  collecting  and  compiling  records  relating 
to  the  several  branches  of  industry  in  our  city  will  prove  of  great 
interest.  It  might  be  expecting  too  much,  and  perhaps  result  in 
an  endless  task  to  reach  them  all,  but  if  we  could  write  up  some 
of  the  most  prominent,  it  would  add  largely  to  the  resources  of 
the  Society. 

Some  members  of  the  department  are  now  collecting  items 
with  the  object  of  preparing  Papers  to  be  presented  to  the  Society 
during  the  coming  season,  which  I  have  no  doubt  will  prove  both 
instructive  and  interesting.  In  addition  to  that  excellent  essa}' 
'•History  of  the  Blackstoue  Canal,"  by  Col.  Israel  Plummer,  of 
Northbridge,  »nd  the  very  interesting  Paper  on  Family  Histories 
by  Mr.  Douglas,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  as  well  as  the  sketch  of  the 
Lumber  Trade  in  Worcester,  we  have  heard  several  Biographical 
sketches,  all  of  which  have  been  added  to  our  collection. 

I  desire  to  call  3'our  attention  to  the  man}'  valuable  books, 
pamphlets,  papers  &c.,  that  have  been  presented  to  the  Society 
during  the  past  3'ear,  relating  to  this  department,  some  of  them 
being  of  special  interest,  but  might  escape  the  notice  of  those  who 
lack  the  requisite  amount  of  curiosity  for  scanning  ever}*  gift  that 
finds  its  wa}'  into  our  cozy  and  attractive  room. 
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We  have  nearly  a  complete  8et  of  Worcester  Directories  ;  a  full 
set  of  City  Documents,  and  numerous  pamphlets  and  pa[>er8  re- 
lating to  municipal  matters,  with  a  full  set  of  Reports  on  the 
Cit}'  Hospital ;  pamphlets  relating  to  nearly  all  the  Musical 
oi^anizations  in  the  city  ;  the  Soldiers  Memorial,  Imng  an  ac- 
count of  the  Dedication  of  the  Soldier's  Monument  on  the  com- 
mon ;  a  Map  of  the  Village  of  Worcester  in  1829,  published  by 
Clarendon  Harris  Esq. ;  a  new  Map  of  the  City  of  Worcester  in 
1878;  a  complete  Histor}' of  the  Worcester  Water  Works,  b^- 
Hon.  Clark  Jillson  ;  Assessors  Documents,  giving  the  Valuation 
of  the  Town  of  Worcester,  in  1832  ;  a  List  of  the  Voters  in  Wanl 
2,  for  the  years  1850  and  1851  ;  the  Centennial  Commemoration 
of  the  First  Parish  Meeting-house,  Worcester,  Mass.,  1863,  with 
the  Introductory  Address  bj*  Judge  Ira  Moore  Barton,  together 
with  an  Historical  Discourse,  bj-  Leonard  Bacon,  D  D.,  giving 
the  past  history  of  the  Society  ;  a  Ilistorj-  of  the  Centennial  An- 
niversary' of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  with  Notes,  His- 
torical and  Chronological,  of  Worcester,  by  Nathaniel  Paine  Esq.  ; 
the  History  of  Worcester  in  the  Revolution,  by  Albert  A.  Lovell 
Esq. ;  a  bound  file  of  the  Massachesetts  Spy  for  the  years  1 795 
and  1 796  ;  a  full  set  of  Rcmini8cen(«s  of  the  Worcester  Fire  So- 
ciety, or  Fire  Club,  instituted  Jan.  21,  1793,  an  organization  3*et 
in  existence,  full  of  vigor,  although  at  present  their  efforts  are 
given  more  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  '"Feast  of  Reason  and  flow  of 
Soul,"  at  the  banquet  table,  than  to  the  extinguishing  of  fires  ; 
also  a  cop}'  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Mutual  Fire  Society,  organ- 
ized in  July,  1822,  presented  by  Rev.  Geo.  Allen  ;  Reminiscences 
of  Worcester  by  Caleb  A.  Wall ;  a  Pamphlet  relating  to  the  early 
Railroad  Depots  in  the  town  of  Worcester ;  a  complete  set  of  the 
Transactions  of  the  Worcester  Countv  Horticultural  Societv,  and 
a  valuable  pamphlet  entitled.  Address  to  the  members  of  the  Bar 
of  Worcester  County,  delivered  Oct.  2,  1829,  by  Joseph  Willard 
Esq.,  of  Lancaster,  embracing  what  could  be  gathered  at  that 
date,  concerning  the  history  of  the  early  Legal  Profession  in 
Worcester  County.  It  is  quite  complete  and  is  considered  ver^- 
valuable  for  its  accuracy,  and  often  referred  to  by  local  writers  in 
eulogizing  prominent  men  of  the  past,  in  this  County . 

In  matters  relating  to  Genealog}',  we  have  in  addition  to  the 
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Inscriptions  from  the  Ancient  Burial  Grounds  on  the  Common 
and  Mechanic  street,  alreadj'  published  b}-  the  Societ}',  other  rec- 
ords, carefully  gathered  at  the  time  of  removing  the  remains 
from  the  Mechanic  street  ground,  which  will  be  given  you  in  print- 
ed form  before  man^'  weeks.  We  also  have  in  manuscript  In- 
scriptions from  the  North  Burial  Ground  at  Lunenburg,  Mass., 
together  with  those  from  the  Private  Grounds  of  Thomas  Arnold 
and  Levi  Goodrich,  copied  for  the  Society  b}'  one  of  our  members, 
Mr.  E.  H.  Marshal.  Also,  Inscriptions  from  the  Old  Burial 
Ground  in  West  Brook  field,  Mass.,  copied  by  Mr.  T.  S.  Knowlton, 
our  corresponding  member  at  that  place  ;  also.  Inscriptions  from 
the  first  Burial  Ground  in  the  town  of  Lancaster,  it  being  }'*  most 
AueiiMit  Burial  Ground  in  y*  County  of  Worcester ;  also.  Inscrip- 
tions from  the  Old  Burial  Grounds  in  Mendon  and  Shrewsbury*, 
as  well  as  those  presented  to  the  Societ}'  bj*  Mr.  Richard  OTl^'nn, 
copied  by  him  from  the  first  Roman  Catholic  Burial  Ground  in 
Worcester,  located  on  Pleasant  street. 

We  also  have  the  American  Genealogist,  by  Whitmore  ;  Suffolk 
Surnames,  ]\v  Bowditch  ;  Index  to  American  Pedigrees,  by  Dur- 
rie  ;  Derivation  of  names,  bj'  Arthur ;  15  volumes,  with  10  extra 
numbers  of  the  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Regis- 
ter ;  Genealogical  Memorial  of  the  Ammidown  Famih*,  and  the 
Paine  Family  Records  ;  the  revised  Rawson  Memorial ;  Genealo- 
gy of  the  Jillson  Family  ;  Robert  Campbell  and  his  descendants  ; 
Genealogy  of  the  Miles,  Dana,  ReN'nolds  and  Hodges  families ; 
Proceedings  of  the  Chapin  Gathering,  at  Springfield,  Mass.,  in 
1862  ;  the  Greenes  of  Warwick,  in  Colonial  history,  and  the  Slaf- 
ter  ^loniorial ;  Collections  of  the  Surrey  Archaiological  Society, 
vol.  7,  part  1,  London,  1878  ;  Genealogical  Memoranda,  relating 
to  the  family  of  Ilovenden,  London,  1872,  and  also  to  the  Graze- 
brook  family,  London,  1878;  Genealogical  Sketch  of  Dr.  Arte- 
mas  Ballard  and  his  descendants,  of  Sutton,  by  Wm.  S.  Barton, 
Esq. ;  one  volume  of  the  Genealogica  et  Ileraldica,  for  1878, 
published  by  the  Ilarleian  Society,  London,  England. 

Durins:  the  vear  1878,  several  of  our  older  citizens,  once  active 
in  affairs  of  the  tovvn  and  city,  have  laid  aside  their  annor  and 
])assed  on  to  their  final  rest.  Among  the  list  I  find  the  following 
names:  Mr.  A.sa  Walker,  who  died   Jan.    18;  Mr.    James   L. 
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Burbank,  Jan.  31  ;  Dea.  Samuel  Perry,  Feb.  12 ;  Mr.  Pitt  Hol- 
mes, March  8  ;  Rev.  Seth  Sweetser,  D.  D.  March  24  ;  Mr.  Cynis 
Lovell,  June  24 ;  our  associate,  Deputy  Sheriff  Ransom  Mills 
Gould,  May  25  ;  Gen.  Nathan  Heard,  Sept.  9,  and  Judge  Henr3' 
Chapin,  Oct.  13.  Appropriate  reference  to  the  character  and 
deeds  of  some  of  these  men  has  already  been  made  through  the 
dail}'  Press,  of  which  we  have  copies,  but  some  of  them  are  wor- 
th}', and  should  receive  more  extended  notices,  through  members 
of  this  Societv. 

In  closing  this  Report,  there  is  one  thought  that  I  deslw  everv 
member  of  the  Societ}'  to  keep  constantly  in  mind,  which  is,  that 
the  work  done  in  the  interest  of  this  Soc-iet\  is  not  altopjether  for 
the  present,  but  for  the  future.  Antique  Relics  now  prized  so 
highly* ,  once  were  commonplace,  and  it  ma}'  be,  almost  worthless, 
but  their  preservation  has  created  for  them  untold  value.  Little 
items  that  seem  now  to  be  so  trifling,  if  kept  from  the  spoiler's 
hand,  will,  at  some  future  time,  tell  whole  chapters  in  the  histor}- 
of  Worcester.  The  papers  that  record  the  daily  news,  and 
which  we  have  made  an  etfort  to  preserve,  though  by  some  thought 
to  be  so  cumbersome  or  worthless,  are  of  superior  importance  in 
their  relation  to  local  history.  Almost  everj*  event  worth  re- 
cording is  there  to  be  found,  and  should  we  desire  to  write  up  the 
histor}'  of  an}'  business  enterprise  or  note  progress  in  the  growth 
and  changes  in  our  local  affairs,  the  first  thing  we  would  desire 
to  consult  would  be  a  file  of  those  very  papers,  where  at  once  we 
could  refresh  the  memory  and  perhaps  obtain  far  more  information 
relating  to  one  subject  than  we  had  dared  to  hope  for. 

For  example,  in  the  stone  axe,  the  fragment  of  coarse  cloth, 
or  even  an  arrow  head,  exhumed  from  those  mysterious  mounds, 
we  read  the  history  of  a  tribe  or  race  of  people,  their  intelligence, 
mechanical  skill,  customs,  habits  &c. ;  and  by  the  records  our 
Puritan  fathers  left  behind  them,  we  are  able  to  discern  their 
traits  of  character  and  customs  of  life. 

We  must  know  no  discouragement,  and  while  it  costs  us  so 
slight  an  effort,  let  us  treasure  up  everything  we  find,  bearing  on 
the  history  of  Worcester  or  our  noble  ancestry,  to  whom  we  owe 
BO  much,  and  of  whom  we  are  so  justly  proud. 

ELLERY  B.  CRANE,  Chairman. 
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REPORT  ON  ANCIENT  MANUSCRIPTS,  PUBLICATIONS  AND  KNGRAVIKGS. 


In  presenting  a  report  from  the  Department  of  Ancient  Manu- 
scripts, Publications  and  engravings,  to  this  Societ}',  the  fact  of 
my  inability  to  deal  with  matters  of  such  grave  importance  so  as 
to  make  the  words  I  use  interesting  and  instructive,  must  not  be 
overlooked  at  the  outset. 

The  art  of  writing,  or  the  manufacture  of  manuscript,  is  of  very 
ancient  date,  and  was  suggested  b}*  the  making  of  pictures  as  a 
means  of  communicating  thought  from  one  person  to  another. 
The  tirst  writings  of  which  we  have  any  authentic  account  were 
upon  hard  substances  such  as  stones  and  metals.  Hermes  is  said 
to  have  been  the  author  of  the  Hierogl^'phics,  2112,  b.  c.  It  is 
claimed  by  historians  that  writing  was  taught  to  the  Latins  as 
earl}'  as  1494,  b.  c,  bj-  Europa,  daughter  of  the  king  of  Phoenicia. 
The  Commandments  were  written  on  two  tables  of  stone,  1491 
B.  c.  The  Greeks  and  Romans  used  their  wax  table-books  long 
after  the  invention  of  pai>er  in  China,  170,  b.  c.  Various  kinds 
of  material  have  been  used  to  write  upon,  among  which  may  be 
mentioned  sheets  of  wood  covered  with  wax,  to  be  written  upon 
with  a  stylus,  ivory,  palm  leaves,  birch  bark,  leather,  vellum, 
parchment  and  paper.  Paper  was  first  made  of  cotton,  a.  d. 
1000  :  and  the  most  ancient  manuscripts  written  on  such  material, 
now  in  existence,  bear  date,  a.  d.  1050. 

In  early  times  manuscripts  were  prepared  with  great  care,  being 
in  many  cases  written  in  gold  and  silver  letters,  on  purple,  blue 
or  red  parchment,  decorated  with  the  most  gaudj*  initial  letters, 
sometimes  a  foot  high,  ornamented  with  figures  of  men,  biiTls, 
and  animals,  covering  nearl}-  the  entire  page.  Miniatures,  pic- 
tures and  portraits,  were  introduced  into  manuscripts  at  an  early 
day,  and  V'arro  illustrated  his  biograph}'  of  distinguished  persons 
with  700  portraits.  Some  of  these  beautiful  specimens,  both 
plain  and  ornamental,  have  been  preserved,  the  most  ancient  of 
which  are  the  papyrus  rolls  from  the  tombs  of  Egj-pt,  where  the}- 
have  been  buried  and  preserved  for  thousands  of  years.  One  of 
the  oldest  known  hieratic  manuscripts  is  the  Prisse  papynis  in  the 
National  Librar}*  at  Paris,  said  to  have  been  begun  89;)  1,  b.  c 
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Numerous  scribes  were  emplo3-ed  in  makinjj:  and  copying  these 
manuscripts,  which  became  an  important  industry  ;  and  any  one 
who  examines  those  old  works  will  see  that  thev  were  executed 
b}'  professional  hands. 

The  most  ancient  manuscript  on  parchment  since  the  time  of 
Christ,  is  the  palimpsest  of  Cicero's  De  Rf^p'tbiiva  now  in  the 
Vatican  library,  supposed  to  have  been  written  in  the  second  or 
third  century  ;  and  the  Laurcntian  library  of  Florence  cx>ntaiii.s 
the  celebrated  Medicean  Virgil,  belonging  to  the  fourth  or  tifth 
centurj'.  Some  of  thes^e  ancient  manuscripts  have  been  scattertd, 
parts  of  the  same  book  being  found  in  (liferent  li)>raries,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  Codex  Pm-j^ureut*^  four  leaves  of  which  are  in  the 
British  Museum,  six  in  the  Vatican,  two  in  the  Imperial  Librar3' 
at  Vienna,  and  thirty-three  leaves  were  found  b}'  Tischendorf  in 
the  island  of  Patmos. 

Most  of  the  earl}'  manuscripts  were  quite  plainly  written,  but 
after  a  time  abbreviations  came  into  use,  and  in  the  Iv^th  century- 
were  so  common  as  to  render  man}*  manuscripts  nearly  or  quite 
unreadable.  The  comma  was  introduced  during  the  ninth  cen- 
tury', and  marks  of  interrogation,  exclamation  and  parentheses, 
in  the  fifteenth  century. 

All  manuscript  produced  previous  to  the  introduction  of  print- 
ing is  of  peculiar  interest  to  Antiquarians,  for  the  reason  that  only 
a  few  copies  were  produced,  however  valuable  the  work  might 
have  been,  which  makes  such  matter  comparatively  scarce. 

It  is  true  that  many  of  these  writings  have  been  printed  from 
time  to  time,  but  a  large  quantity  of  valuable  information  lies  as 
a  hidden  treasure  in  the  archives  of  the  old  libraries  of  Eun)pe,  and 
in  many  instances  but  one  copy  was  made,  and  that  the  life-work 
of  some  eminent  scholar.  The  Prince  Societ}'  of  Boston  has 
done  a  good  work  in  bringing  some  of  these  manuscripts  to  pub- 
lic notice,  but  there  are  still  uncounted  treasures  waiting  to  be 
recognized  b}'  some  friendly  e^'e. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  our  Society  will  become  the  own- 
er of  any  of  these  rare  specimens,  but  if  we  gather  up  those  of 
modem  date  and  place  them  in  a  position  to  be  preserved,  time 
will  make  them  valuable,  and  the  generations  that  follow  will 
rejoice  in  their  inheritance. 


When  the  Printer  emerged  from  the  shadow  of  the  dark  ages, 
with  a  gleam  of  sunlight  upon  his'  radiant  brow, 

''All  the  world  wondered," 

aud  it  was  generall}'  believed  that  the  Devil  had  been  let  loose 
fur  a  thousand  years.  The  scribes,  however,  on  seeing  their  em- 
ployment begin  to  vanish,  mustered  sufficient  courage  to  make 
war  on  his  Majest}',  and  it  is  said  that  after  a  desperate  struggle, 
wherein  thev  declared  that 

'•We  mvst  roote  ovt  Prj'ntiuge 
Or  Pryntinge  will  roote  ovt  vs," 

a  compromise  was  made,  b}-  permitting  the  scribes  to  rubricate 
and  ornament  the  books  printed,  thus  retaining  a  portion  of  their 
former  employment,  and  ending  a  most  bitter  feud. 

During  the  last  few  ^ears  there  has  been  considerable  strife 
among  collectors  of  ancient  publications,  for  the  possession  of 
early  specimens  of  printing,  till  it  has  become  quite  a  task  to  ob- 
tain any  printed  book  bearing  an  earlier  date  than  1475.  The 
printing  of  books  in  earl}'  times,  without  title-page,  date,  signa- 
ture or  pagination,  has  cause<l  much  controversy'  among  antiqua- 
rians, in  relation  to  the  age  of  a  few  earlj'  publications. 

In  some  cases  Maittaire,  Brunet  and  others,  have  supplied  the 
date  of  certain  books,  but  those  most  familiar  with  earl}'  printing 
are  now  of  opinion  that  a  book  without  a  date,  although  bearing 
evidence  of  great  antiquity,  might  have  been  printed  an^'where 
between  1400  and  1490,  from  the  fact  that  the  first  printed  book 
bearing  a  date  and  the  name  of  the  printer  was  issued  from  the 
press  in  1457,  and  after  that  time  there  were  printed  from  year 
to  vear  numerous  books  both  with  and  without  date. 

The  progress  in  the  art  of  printing,  from  the  time  of  its  dis- 
covery up  to  the  close  of  the  15th  centur}',  was  very  remarkable. 
The  first  printiiig  done  on  movable  metalic  t^'pe  was  completed 
in  1454,  and  this  Society  has  Cicero's  Orations  printed  onl}'  18 
}'ears  after  that,  almost  as  bright  and  perfect  as  the  books  print- 
ed yesterday.  I  have  a  book  printed  in  1472,  the  t^'pogi'aphy 
of  which  will  compare  favorabl}'  with  the  work  of  the  present  day  ; 
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and  another  in  ^tatk  Iftttr,  printed  in  1495,  the  execution  of 
which  does  not  appear  to  have*  been  excelled  up  to  this  time. 
I  also  have  a  book  printed  on  the  celebrated  Aldine  press,  by 
Aldus  himself,  dated  1564,  an  elegant  specimen  of  early  printing. 

Some  idea  may  be  obtained  of  the  scarcity  of  thes^e  ancient 
publications  by  perusing  the  history  of  the  Caxton  Exhibition, 
opened  at  South  Kensington,  Jime  80,  IS 77,  for  the  purpose  of 
celebrating  the  four  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  introduction,  in 
1477,  of  the  art  and  m3'stery  of  printing  into  England. 

The  Bible  having  been  the  earliest  book  printed,  groat  effort 
was  made  to  obtain  all  the  early  editions  possil)le,  and  strange  as 
it  may  seem,  onl}'  seven  books  were  exhibited,  with  authenticated 
dates,  older  than  Cicero's  Orations,  owned  by  this  Society. 

The  first  book  printed  in  America  was  a  '^Manual  for  Adults," 
from  the  press  at  Mexico,  in  the  year  1540.  The  first  printing 
press  in  North  America  was  established  at  Cambridge,  Mass., 
about  1638  ;  and  the  first  book  issued  therefrom  was  the  ''Ba3^ 
Psalm  Book,"  in  1 040.  The  first  newspaper  printed  in  America, 
was  the  Boston  News  Letter  which  appeared  April  '24,  1704. 
It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  the  members  of  this  Depart- 
ment collect  and  preserve  all  American  publications  of  earl3'  date, 
especially'  those  printed  on  the  loj'al  press  of  Isaiah  Thomas,  in 
the  town  of  Worcester,  during  the  American  Revolution. 

But  to  m}'  mind  the  most  important  subject  coming  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  Department  is  that  of  engraving,  about  which 
much  less  is  known  among  mankind  generall}'  than  of  either  of 
those  heretofore  considered,  the  magnitude  of  which  precludes 
an}'  detailed  account  in  a  report  like  this. 

A  person  of  ordinary'  abilit}'  may  become  a  good  penman,  and 
produce  the  most  elegant  manuscript ;  and  many  a  printer  who 
is  able  to  boast  of  his  professional  skill  in  that  art,  would  be  un- 
able to  collect  his  thoughts  and  present  them  on  paper  with  a 
reasonable  degree  of  elegance.  But  the  employment  of  the  scribe 
and  the  printer  is  so  completely'  mechanical  as  not  to  necessarily- 
require  anj^  great  mental  effort. 

To  some  extent  this  may  be  true  of  one  class  of  engravers,  but 
of  those  who  become  masters  of  the  art,  it  is  not  true.  To  them 
the  design,  traced  upon  the  block  they  are  about  to  cut,  is  only 
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a  hint  of  what  is  yet  to  be  developed  b}*  the  myster}-  of  mental 
dictation  into  the  semblance  of  life  itself,  so  suggestive  as  to 
compel  the  imagination  to  supply  the  tint  and  expression  of  health 
and  beaut}'. 

*'This  brow  so  fair, 
Half-curtained  in  this  glossy  hair, 
These  eyes,  the  ver}'  home  of  love. 
The  dark  twin  arches  trac'd  above. 
These  red-ripe  lips  that  almost  speak, 
The  fainter  blush  of  this  pure  cheek, 
The  rose  and  lily*s  beauteous  strife — 
It  is— ah  no  !— 't  is  all  hut  life  !" 

The  art  of  engraving  is  not  of  modern  origin,  it  having  been  dis- 
covered and  extensivel}'  practiced  nearly'  loOO  years  b.  c.  Men- 
tion is  made  of  this  art  in  £xodus  xxviii.  36,  and  the  fact  is  well 
established,  that  the  Egyptians  and  Assyrians  understood  how  to 
engrave  on  stone  and  metal  at  a  very  remote  period. 

Among  a  quantity  of  Egyptian  antiquities,  there  was  found  a 
small  axe,  tied  to  the  helve  with  strips  of  cloth,  on  the  head  of 
which  were  engraved  certain  characters  in  such  a  manner  that, 
if  the  head  had  been  inked  and  submitted  to  the  action  of  the 
rolling  press,  impressions  might  have  been  obtained  as  ft*om  a 
modern  copper-plate. 

The  Greeks  and  Romans  engraved  laws,  contracts  and  other 
documents  on  metal  plates,  and  when  a  fire  occurred  in  the  Cap- 
itol, during  the  reign  of  Vespasian,  3000  bronze  muniments  were 
destroyed. 

The  earliest  print  which  has  come  down  to  us  with  a  date,  is 
the  ''Buxheim  Saint  Christopher,"  of  1423.  Previous  to  this  time 
Playing  Cards  were  in  existence,  but  they  were  considered  to 
have  been  painted  b}*  means  of  stencils.  In  the  Imperial  Librar}' 
at  Paris  is  a  print  of  of  the  Virgin  and  Child,  which  is  probabl}' 
earlier  than  the  Saint  Christopher,  but  it  bears  no  date. 

Numerous  attempts  have  been  made  to  antedate  the  Saint 
Christopher,  but  no  satisfactory  proof  has  been  obtained  to  show 
that  wood  engraving  was  known  previous  to  1423  ;  and  metal 
plates   engraved   for   the   purpose   of  being  printed  from  were 
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not  known  till  14(55.  The  first  book  containing  wood  cuts  was 
the  second  edition  of  Caxton's  ''6amie  and  ^lajje  of  the  itht^fitr'* 
supposed  to  have  been  printed  about  1476,  the  first  edition  hav- 
ing been  isisiied  in  1474. 

Early  in  the  1  ()lh  centuiy  the  art  of  engraving  had  reached  a 
high  state  of  perfection  ;  but  in  the  17tli  century  wood  engraving 
was  almost  entirelv  abandoned,  and  vvas  not  revived  till  about 
1830,  since  which  time  rapid  progress  ha?  been  made,  aiid  wood 
engraving  has  reached  such  a  degree  of  completeness  that  some 
of  the  best  work  is  now  done  upon  that  material. 

It  would  require  more  space  than  can  be  allowed  for  this  r**- 
l^ort,  to  give  a  detailed  account  of  what  has  been  done  to  perfect 
this  art.  Nor  is  it  possible  to  give  even  the  names  of  all  those 
distinguished  artists  whose  lives  have  been  spent  in  this  great 
work.  Among  the  earlv  laborers  in  this  field  of  art,  mav  be 
mentioned  Botticelli,  Andrea  Mantegna,  Giovanni  Bellini,  Albert 
Durer,  Rembrandt,  Vandyke,  Marc  Antonio,  and  in  later  times, 
Vertue,  Hogarth,  Strange,  "VVoollett,  Bailolozzi,  Raphael  Mor- 
ghen,  Toschi,  and  many  others,  all  of  whom  left  unmistakable 
traces  of  their  own  individuality  upon  the  works  they  have  hand- 
ed down  for  the  admiration  of  the  world  in  all  time  to  come. 

Our  Society  has  made  commendable  progress  in  collecting  en- 
gravings, photographs  and  views,  some  of  which  are  rare  an<l 
valuable.  We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  C'has.  W.  Fenno,  of  this  city, 
for  his  generous  contributions  in  this  department,  comi)rising  a 
large  number  of  choice  engravings,  portraits  and  views,  a  more 
particular  description  of  which  will  be  given  in  the  list  of  dona- 
tions connected  with  the  Librarian's  report. 

It  would  have  been  gratifs'ing  to  me  to  have  given  a  detailed 
account  of  our  collections  in  the  Department  of  Ancient  Manu- 
scripts, Tublications  and  Engravings,  but  for  want  of  time  and 
space,  I  propose  to  leave  that  dehcious  labor  to  those  whose 
pleasure  it  shall  hereafter  be  to  make  these  reports ;  hoping  that 
the  Society  will  continue  to  collect  rich  treasures  of  Art,  which 
will  never  fail  to  attract  the  attention  of  those  who  admire  the 
highest  type  of  civilization  and  refinement. 

CLARK  JILLSOX,  Chairman. 
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REPORT  ON  RELICS,  COINS  AND  CURIOSITIES. 


It  is  well  known  to  all  members  of  this  Society  that  we  are  yet 
in  our  infancy,  having  hut  just  started  in  what  we  believe  to  be  a 
good  work.  A  little  more  than  a  year  ago  the  idea  of  forming 
Departments  and  apportioning  a  work  to  every  active  member 
of  the  Society  was  earned  into  effect,  allowing  each  to  consult  his 
own  taste  and  inclination  in  regard  to  the  particular  Department 
in  which  he  could  serve.  And  now,  at  our  annual  meeting,  it  has 
seemed  pix)per  to  make  some  report,  or  at  least  a  pretence  of 
such,  regarding  .what  has  been  accomplished  b}'  this  Department 
relating  to  Relics,  Coins  and  Curiosities. 

As  members  of  this  Department  we  do  not  come  boldl}'  to  the 
front  with  our  arms  burdened  with  sheaves ;  neither  do  we  come 
saying,  **Lord,  I  was  afraid  and  went  and  hid  thy  talent  in  the 
earth :  lo,  there  thou  hast  that  is  thine, "but  with  the  feeling  that 
we  as  learners  in  a  new  science  we  have  tried  to  help  each  other 
along,  with  here  and  there  a  friendl}'  suggestion,  an  encouraging 
word,  or  a  sympathetic  feeling  in  a  common  cause.  This  Depart- 
ment has  but  just  made  a  l)eginning ;  yet  with  members  so  ac- 
tively engaged,  we  are  making  some  advancement  in  the  collection 
of  various  articles  which  may  be  classed  as  relics  and  curiosities. 

To  go  somewhat  into  detail  is  perhaps  not  out  of  place  at 
this  time. 

The  Hand  Machine  for  the  manufacture  of  Card  Teeth,  one  of 
the  first  made  for  forming  the  tooth,  is  a  contril)ution  from  Mr. 
A.  B.  Prouty,  of  New  Worcester.  This  interesting  and  valuable 
relic  was  obtxiined  and  presented  to  the  Society  through  one  of 
our  most  active  and  interested  members,  Hon.  Clark  Jillson. 

A  granite  Indian  Mortar,  of  large  size,  in  a  good  state  of  pres- 
ervation, from  Lunenburg,  presented  bj-  E.  H.  Marshall,  is  wor- 
thy of  mention  ;  also  an  unusually  long  and  perfect  Pestle,  plow- 
ed up  in  a  field  on  the  banks  of  the  Kennebec,  in  Mainland  pre- 
sented to  us  by  Richard  O'Fl^nn,  as  necessarj'  to  complete  this 
indispensable  article  of  the  wigwam ;  an  ancient  Bear  Trap  of 
rude  construction,  from  A.  G.  Mann  of  this  cit}',  made  in  1771. 
It  has  a  historv  of  its  own,  and  at  least  haa.  been  a  terror  to  the 
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Bears  of  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont  in  time  gone  b^^  and  is 
said  to  have  depopulated  the  forests  of  those  regions  of  somewhat 
over  forty  of  its  earty  natives  which  at  that  time  were  quite  nu- 
merous and  troublesome  to  the  earl}'  settlers.  From  Cumberland, 
R.  I.,  we  have  sent  us  for  preservation,  Door  Hinges  and  Wooden 
Latch  and  String  taken  from  a  house  built  by  Joseph  Bartlett, 
dating  back  to  1745,  presented  b^'  Thos.  E.  Bartlett ;  a  case 
of  Shells,  Minenils,  and  other  Curiosities,  presented  by  Pardon 
A.  Lee,  containing  also  historical  relics,  such  as  pieces  of  the 
Charter  Oak  of  Connecticut,  the  Old  Elm  from  Boston  Common, 
the  Frigate  Lawrence,  Perry's  Flag  Ship,  Washington's  Tomb, 
Isaiah  Thomas*  Coffin,  and  many  other  articles  of  interest. 

Contributions  have  been  made  of  Minerals,  Spinning- Wheel, 
Reel,  Shuttle,  Bobbins,  Spool,  Temples,  Bread  Toaster,  Wood- 
en Compass,  Snuffers  and  Tray,  Ancient  Chairs,  and  many  other 
valuable  articles  of  an  hundred  3*ears  ago. 

To  Nathaniel  Paine  Esq.,  we  are  indebted  for  a  collection  of 
67  Medals  and  Medalets,  mostly  American,  very  interesting,  an<l 
some  quite  scarce,  making  a  good  foundation  for  future  additions. 

In  regard  to  the  case  of  Medals  and  Coins  which  you  see 
before  you  I  will  say,  that  having  long  indulged  a  taste  for  those 
things  and  circumstances  favoring,  it  was  m}'  pleasure  some  years 
since  to  spend  my  leisure  time  in  making  a  collection  for  m^'self ; 
and  I  am  very  happ}'  to  offer  these  to  this  Society  in  which  I  take 
special  interest,  with  the  hope  that  a  foundation  may  be  laid  iu 
this  Department  which  at  some  future  time  shall  be  a  stud}*  for 
the  student  as  well  as  a  pleasure  to  the  eye. 

The  Medals  in  this  collection  embrace  a  wide  range  of  subjects, 
beginning  with  the  Emperors  of  Rome.  A  fine  collection  of*  the 
Kings,  and  other  celebrated  men  of  France,  with  some  rare  pieces 
of  the  first  Napoleon,  England's  Kings  and  Queens,  and  English 
Medals  relating  to  its  wars  with  France. 

There  is  also  a  good  collection  of  Washingtous,  and  Medals 
presented  by  the  Government  to  the  officers  of  the  Army  and 
Nav}',  from  the  revolution  to  the  close  of  the  war  with  Mexico, 
besides  man}*  others  of  a  miscellaneous  character. 

In  closing  this  report  allow  me  to  congratulate  the  Societ}*  up- 
on its  general  prosperity  in  all  its  departments,  believing  we  have 
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only  to  put  our  shoulder  to  the  wheel  to  make  this  Society  as 
successful  as  our  most  ardent  members  could  desire. 

To  complete  a  set  of  Medals  of  the  Revolution,  I  present  yoa 
to-night  eight  pieces ;  also  five  Washington  Buttons,  I  believe  all 
the  varieties  at  present  known.  If  3'ou  will  pardon  me  the  time 
I  will  give  an  outline  of  this  interesting  collection. 

There  were  1 1  Medals  struck  by  order  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, to  commemorate  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  as  follows,yiz : 

1.  The  Gold  Medal  which  commemorates  the  evacuation  of 
lk>ston  by  the  Brilish  troops  in  1776.  This  Medal  of  Washings 
ton  was  prepared  and  struck  in  Paris,  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 

■ 

Franklin,  then  our  Minister  to  France. 

2.  To  Maj.  Gen.  Horatio  Gates,  for  the  surrender  at  Sara- 
toga, of  Lieut.  Gen.  Burgojne  and  his  army,  Oct.  17, 1777,  a  Gold 
Medal  was  presented  by  resolution  of  Congress,  Nov.  4,  1779. 

3.  To  Brig.  Gen.  Anthony  Waj-ne,  a  Gold  Medal  was  award- 
ed by  resolution  of  Congress,  Julj-'i  6,  1779,  for  the  taking  of 
Stony  Point,  by  storm,  on  the  night  of  July  15,  1779. 

4.  To  Maj.  John  Stewart,  a  second  Medal,  of  Silver,  com- 
memorative of  the  taking  of  Stony  Point,  was  awarded  by  reso- 
lution of  Congress,  July  26,  1779. 

o.  A  third  Medal,  of  Silver,  under  the  above  resolution,  was 
awarded  to  Lieut.  Col.  De  Fleur}*,  for  his  gallant  conduct  during 
the  engagement  at  the  taking  of  Stony  Point. 

G.  By  resolution  of  Congress,  Sept.  24,  1779,  a  Gold  Medal 
was  directed  to  be  presented  to  Maj.  llenr^'  Lee,  for  his  attack 
on  a  body  of  British  troops  and  the  fort  at  Paulus  Hook,  N.  J.,  on 
the  19th  of  July,  1779. 

7'.  Three  Silver  Medals  were  awarded  b}'  vote  of  Congi^ess, 
Nov.  3,  1780,  to  John  Paulding,  David  Williams  and  Isaac  Van 
Wart,  for  the  capture  of  Maj.  John  Andre.  These  Medals  were 
presented  to  the  recipients  in  the  presence  of  the  whole  American 
Arm}',  b}'  General  Washington. 

8.  By  resolution  of  Congress,  March  9,  1781,  a  Gold  Medal 
was  ordered  for  presentation  to  Gen.  Daniel  Morgan,  for  the  vic- 
tory of  the  American  arms,  at  Cowpens,  North  Carolina. 

9.  By  resolution  of  Congress,  March  9,  1781,  a  Silver  Medal 
was  awarded  to  Lieut.  Col.  John  Eager  Howard,  for  his  skill  and 
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intrepidity  in  the  management  of  troops  at  the  battle  of  Cowpens. 

10.  To  Col.  William  A.  Washington,  a  Medal  was  struck  in 
honor  of  the  brilliant  victor}-  obtained  at  Cowpens  by  the  Amer- 
ican troops,  over  a  far  superior  force  of  British  Regulars,  then 
under  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Tarleton. 

11.  B}-  resolution  of  Congress,  Oct.  29,  1781,  a  Gold  Medal 
was  awarded  to  Gen.  Nathaniel  Greene,  for  his  gallant  conduct 
at  the  battle  of  Eutaw  Springs,  South  Carolina,  Sept.  8.  1781. 

This  closes  the  list  of  the  Medals  of  the  Revolution.  Four  dies 
only  are  now  in  possession  of  the  Government,  viz  :  Washington 
before  Boston,  Gen.  Horatio  Gates,  John  Eager  Howard  and 
Colonel  William  A.  Washington. 

HENRY  PHELPS,  Chairman. 


On  the  evening  of  Jan.  21,  1879,  Rev.  Albert  Tyler 
read  the  following  graphic  account  of  the  "Butmaii 
Riot,"  which  occurred  in  Worcester,  October  30, 1854. 

The  rendition  of  Fugitive  Slaves  was  creating  the 
most  intense  excitement  in  Massachusetts  at  the  time 
of  this  remarkable  Riot ;  and  there  seemed  to  be  a 
general  disposition  on  the  part  of  many  prominent 
citizens  to  resist  the  encroachments  of  the  slave  hun- 
ter in  the  city  where  the  free-soil  party  was  born, 

Mr.  Tyler  has  presented  the  facts  connected  with 
that  transaction  in  such  a  clear  and  concise  manner 
as  to  make  it  interesting  to  those  who  were  not  eye 
witnesses,  while  those  who  were  present,  and  active 
in  the  contest  will  at  once  recognize  each  and  eveiy 
point  described  as  though  it  occurred  but  yesterday. 
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THE  BUTMAN  RIOT. 

Oct.  30,  1854. 


The  Histor}'  of  New  England  is  singularly  free  from  reminis- 
cence of  riot  and  violence.  Only  occasional}'  has  there  been  a 
ripple  on  the  surface  of  affairs  as  indicative  that  the  public  feel- 
ing could  be  stirred  into  resistance  to  the  form  or  spirit  of  the  law. 
The  cold  and  phlegmatic  blood  of  the  New  England  fathers  cour- 
ses too  steadily  through  the  veinous  life  of  the  present  genera- 
tion, to  become  easily*  excited  bej'ond  the  limits  of  a  strict  and 
staid  observance  of  order  and  quiet  in  its  social  relations.  It  has 
l>een  the  blood  of  forbearance,  the  blood  of  endurance,  the  peace- 
able blood  of  men  not  easilj*  or  frequently  given  to  outbursts  of 
impatience,  or  to  the  outbreakings  of  indignant  and  active  resist- 
ance to  individual  or  social  wrong.  It  is  the  blood  of  men  who 
have  trusted  to  law,  and  to  legal  formalities,  for  the  redress  of  al  1 
grievances  that  have  naturally  or  occasionall}'  arisen  in  the  com- 
munity, to  disturb  its  stead}'  circulation  and  to  endanger  the  reg- 
ularity of  the  public  pulsation. 

All  forms  of  crime,  that  so  frequently  arouse  the  general  feel- 
ing to  riotous  manifestation  in  other  sections  of  our  country,  in 
New  England  awaken  only  a  more  sober  and  more  determined 
reliance  upon,  and  a  more  confiding  appeal  to  the  omnipotent 
behests  of  the  broken  law.  Unpopular  laws,  born  of  oppression, 
and  burthensome  to  bear,  are  submitted  to  without  resistance, 
because  even  these  come  of  the  social  agreement  or  compact  up- 
on which  all  laws  are  based.  And  in  the  experience  of  New 
England,  it  has  only  been,  when  the  adverse  party  to  an  unpop- 
ular law,  for  whose  benefit  alone  it  was  enacted,  has  repudiated 
its  claims  upon  themselves,  and  at  the  same  time  insisted  upon 
the  observance  of  them  on  the  other  part,  that  the  spirit  of  resist- 
ance has  broken  forth  in  acts  of  open  violence. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  people  on  the  earth  who  have  been  trained 
to  so  conscientious  an  obedience  to  the  enacted  law  as  the  people 
of  New  England.     A  public  compact  once  entered  into,  though 
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proven  in  its  operation  to  be  wholly  adverse  to  New  England 
interests,  is  still  religiousl}'  observed.  And  the  only  event  of 
violence  in  the  history  of  New  England  life,  in  which  the  puritan 
blood  has  broken  over  the  limits  of  law,  in  hostility  to  the  New 
England  instinct  for  liberty,  has  been  incited  by  the  conscientious 
regard  of  New  England  men  for  Constitutional  agreements  entered 
into  by  the  fathers,  who,  by  concessions  to  what  were  considered 
xninor  interests,  consummated  a  Union  of  States  for  the  safeguard 
and  perpetuation  of  those  interests  they  believed  to  be  more  im- 
portant. I  allude  to  the  Boston  Riots  in  the  early  stage  of  the 
Anti-Slavery  Agitation.  All  other  riots  that  mark  New  England 
life,  have  been  in  the  interest  of  freedom,  and  have  been  the  nat- 
ural outbreakings  of  public  feeling  against  required  obedience  to 
agreements  which  the  adverse  party  had  broken,  and  which  it  had 
demonstrated  had  no  binding  force  upon  itself  which  it  was 
bound  to  respect.  Of  this  class  of  riots  may  be  reckoned  the 
Boston  Tea  Party,  the  Shays  Rebellion,  the  Dorr  War  in  Rhode 
Island  and  the  popular  outbreaks  which  accompained  the  attempt 
to  execute  the  Fugitive  Slave  law  in  Boston  and  Worcester. 

The  Butman  riot,  of  which  this  paper  proposes  to  treat,  was 
the  last  of  the  latter  class  of  riots.  Its  locality  was  W^orcester, 
its  occasion,  the  supposed  attempt  to  arrest  and  carry  back  a 
fugitive  from  the  South,  who  for  nearly  a  dozen  years  had  l>eeii 
an  industrious  and  respectable  citizen  of  Worcester.  All  this  in 
accordance  with  a  law  which  had  been  recenth'  passed  by  the 
National  Congress,  for  the  better  carrying  out  of  that  constitu- 
tional compact  by  which  those  owing  ser\'ice  or  labor  and  escap- 
ing to  other  jurisdictions,  were  to  be  given  up  and  returned  to 
those  claiming  their  services.  This  law  was  enacted  in  the  inter- 
est of  that  section  of  the  nation  which  had  refused,  repeatedly- 
and  unitedly,  to  obey  the  requirements  of  that  same  compact  by 
which  they  had  agreed  to  respect  the  lights  and  privileges  of  cit- 
izens of  the  free  states,  and  accord  to  them  the  same  freedom  they 
enjo3'ed  at  home.  They  had  simply  repudiated  all  the  national 
laws  and  constitutional  agreements  they  imagined  to  be  in  conflict 
with  the  selfish  interests  of  the  slave  owners,  and  had  violated 
both  the  national  law  and  the  obligations  of  honor  and  justice  to 
which  they  proposed  to  hold  the  rest  of  the  nation. 
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Citizens  of  the  North  whose  business  or  calling  brought  them 
into  the  Southern  cities,  were  imprisoned,  and  if  not  ransomed 
by  friends,  were  sold  into  perpetual  bondage  to  pay  their  jail  fees  ; 
the  muls  of  the  nation  were  rifled  of  their  contents  at  the  pleas- 
ore  of  every  petty  village  despot,  and  the  nation  was  powerless 
to  prevent  the  robbery ;  debts  owing  to  merchants  in  communi- 
ties obnoxiousl}'  favorable  to  freedom,  were  repudiated ;  and 
there  was  no  law  of  their  own  or  of  the  nation,  which  could  be 
executed  in  favor  of  a  northern  man  and  a  citizen  of  a  Friee  State. 

British  seamen,  though  black  as  darkness  itself,  were  safe  from 
molestation  in  ever}'  Southern  port,  and  walked  the  streets  with 
the  conscious  assurance  of  freemen, — because  there  was  a  whole- 
some fear  of  the  British  Lion's  paw,  and  of  the  roar  of  British 
cannon.  Massachusetts  seamen,  bom  on  her  hills,  as  free  as  the 
freest,  having  a  taint  of  African  blood  in  their  complexion,  were 
dragged  to  jail,  and  sold  into  bondage.  Massachusetts  had  no 
cannon  to  compel  respect  to  constitutional  obligations  !  She  ap- 
pealed to  the  LAW,  and  sent  her  Honored  and  learned  Commis- 
sioners, the  most  respected  and  beloved  of  her  citizens — men 
whom  any  cluilized  commanity  would  have  deemed  it  a  high 
privilege  to  receive,  and  to  accord  the  fullest  exercise  of  those 
peaceable  and  lawful  purposes  for  which  they  were  sent  among 
them — to  initiate  such  legal  action  in  the  national  courts  as  would 
test  and  settle  the  question  of  constitutional  obligation  towards 
the  free  citizens  of  Massachusetts.  These  honored  and  venerable 
men  were  driven  by  mob  violence  from  the  South,  the  mobs  being 
made  up  from  the  very  civil  authorit}-  of  the  State  bound  b}'  oath 
to  preserve  the  public  peace ;  and  thus  was  demonstrated  in  the 
last  resort,  that  Slaver}'  would  not,  even  in  a  peaceable  wa}-,  ob- 
serve the  law  she  would  impq^se  upon  the  rest  of  the  nation  ! 

The  compact  was  broken  ! !  .  No  longer  could  the  moral  obli- 
gation enforce  the  unsavory  agreement  upon  the  unwilling  but 
conscientious  people  of  New  England.  Massachusetts  immedi- 
ateh'  passed  laws  forbidding  her  officers  to  assist  in  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  obnoxious  Fugitive  Slave  law,  and  forbidding  the  use 
of  her  prisons  to  the  United  States  officers  for  the  safe  keeping 
of  such  prisoners  as  they  should  arrest  in  the  endeavor  to  en- 
force it.     This  was  not  considered  a  repudiation  of  the  law,  but 
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a  declination  of  the  obligation  to  assist  in  enforcing  it.  It  was 
but  sa^'ing  to  the  Slave-master,  ''You  chose  the  United  States  as 
3'our  assistant  in  the  recover}-  of  fugitives  from  slavery  when  3'ou 
required  and  obtained  the  passfige  of  this  law — therefore,  let  the 
United  States  catch  and  keep  your  slaves,  we*ll  have  no  hand  in 
the  base  and  inhuman  business  !"  This  being  the  condition  of 
things,  it  was  thought  to  be  a  point  of  honor  by  the  South  to  be- 
gin the  slave  hunt  upon  Massachusetts  soil.  They  desired  to 
show  her,  that  the  General  Government,  which  was  so  powerless 
in  South  Carolina  when  her  aid  was  invoked  to  protect  freeiiien 
from  being  enslaved — was  all  powerful  in  Massachusetts  when 
invoked  to  re-enslave  men  who  had  achieved  their  freedom. — 
They  wished  to  have  it  understood,  that  there  was  no  spot  under 
the  American  flag  where  a  slave  owner  might  not  hold  and  work 
his  slaves  ;  and  one  prominent  southern  politician  boasted  that 
he  would  yet  call  the  roll  of  his  servitors  under  the  * 'shadow  of 
Bunker  Hill."  ♦ 

Well,  the  slave-hunt  began.  A  Deputy  United  States  Mar- 
shal, named  Butman,  by  false 'charges  of  theft  and  burglar}-,  it  was 
said,  succeeded  in  getting  into  his  keeping  two  colored  fugitives 
from  slavery,  named  Burns  and  Suns  ;  then  throwing  off  the  mask 
of  pretence,  he  held  them  as  fugitive  slaves  for  rendition  to  their 
masters. 

No  one  event  up  to  that  date  had  ever  created  such  excitement 
in  New  England  as  this  obnoxious  work  of  Butman.  Crowds  as- 
sembled from  every  quarter,  the  Court  House  was  chained  up 
to  keep  them  out,  the  United  States  military  guarded  the  prison- 
ers, and  they  were  sent  back  to  slaver}*  at  an  expense  to  the 
government  of  about  $15,000,  enough  money  to  have  bought  a 
dozen  such  men  in  the  slave  markets  of  the  South.  Of  course 
Butman  was  execrated,  not  only  because  he  was  a  party  in  the 
execution  of  the  obnoxious  law,  but  because  he  was  believed  to 
have  adopted  a  mean  and  contemptible,  lying  course  to  get  the 
fugitives  into  his  power.  He  had  shown  himself  to  be  the  willing 
tool  of  his  Southern  employers — and  not  the  high-minded  officer 
his  position  implied.  Every  where  he  went  his  purpose  was  sus- 
pected, and  his  movements  watched.  He  was  believed  to  be  the 
only  oDicer  of  the  General  Government  in  Massachusetts  who 
would  willingly  engage  in  such  a  nefarious  business. 
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Vigilance  Committees  were  speedil}*  formed  in  Boston  and  in 
the  adjacent  cities  and  towns,  both  to  watch  the  slave  hunter  and 
to  communicate  the  intelligence  of  danger  in  any  direction  toward 
which  a  movement  seemed  to  point ;  for  there  were  very  many 
escaped  slaves  quieth'  living  in  the  cities  and  towns  of  Massa- 
chusetts, whom  the  citizens  of  the  St:ite  felt  bound  to  warn  of 
ap[)roachlng  danger,  and  protect  from  violence  by  all  feasible 
means. 

So  on  the  29th  of  October,  (Sunda}*,)  word  came  to  Worcester 
that  the  obnoxious  Asa  O.  Butman,  ^^the  kidnapper,**  had  gone 
up  there  from  Boston  on  a  slave-hunting  expedition.  The  intel- 
ligence was  found  to  be  true  so  far  as  his  coming  was  concerned,  # 
as  his  name  appeared  upon  the  books  of  the  American  Temper- 
ance House,  placed  there  late  on  Saturday  evening.  Immedi- 
ately there  was  issued  from  the  press  of  the  Spy,  the  following 
notice,  put  in  type  and  printed  by  the  junior  editor,  himself: 


kk 


LOOK  OUT  FOR  KIDNAPPERS  !  Butman  the  Kidnapper 
OF  Thomas  Sims  and  Anthony  Burns  is  in  town,  accompanied 

BY    ANOTHER    OFFICER  !  !       ThEY    ARE    BOOKED    AT   THE    AMERICAN 

Temperance  House  !     Look  out  for  them  !  !'* 


n^ 


Of  course  this  notice,  posted  in  the  streets,  and  read  by  the 
multitudes  of  church  goers  on  their  way  home  from  worship, 
created  a  measure  of  excitement,  in  exact  accord  with  the  fever 
heat  of  those  exciting  times.  A  public  meeting  was  called  in  the 
evening,  which  was  addressed  In'  several  well  known  citizens, 
and  a  special  Vigilance  Committee  was  appointed  to  watch  the 
hotel  that  night,  and  the  proceedings  of  Butman,  if  he  made  anj' 
attempt  to  curry  out  his  supposed  purpose.  He  was  seen  during 
the  evening,  and  in  conversation,  declared  that  he  only  came  up 
to  look  for  some  horse  thieves  !  As  he  was  believed  to  have  lied 
to  Burns  and  Sims,  so  he  was  believed  to  falsify  in  this  declara- 
tion of  his  errand  to  Worcester,  and  subsequent  investigation 
seemed  to  confirm  the  idea  that  the  belief  was  well  founded. 

Some  12  years  before,  Mr.  William  H.  Jankins,  who  had  been 
the  slave  of  Gen.  Wm.  E.  Taj'lor,  of  Norfolk,  Va.,had  escaped 
to  the  North.  He  had  lived  several  years  at  Worcester,  and  by 
industry  had  become  a  well-to-do  citizen  in  the  way  of  his  calling. 
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On  the  passage  of  the  fugitive  slave  law,  a  man  named  Seabur}% 
who  had  by  some  means  learned  of  the  wherealK)iits  of  Mr.  Jan- 
kins^  proposed  to  return  him  to  his  master  for  a  stipulated  sum. 
The  conditions  were  agreed  to,  and  the  hunter  came  to  Worcester 
for  his  man.  Mr.  Jankins,  somehow,  was  absent,  and  the  blood- 
hound, after  waiting  two  or  thi^e  weeks  for  his  victim's  return, 
became  discouraged,  and  went  away,  ^er  securing  as  was  sup- 
posed, the  services  of  Butman  to  accomplish  the  work.  If  this 
was  the  object  which  brought  him  to  Worcester,  we  shall  see  how 
he  prospered  in  his  errand. 

Immediately  on  the  adjournment  of  the  public  meeting,  the 
tt  committee  of  vigilance  appointed  to  watch  the  Hotel,  together 
with  a  goodly  number  of  volunteer  assistants,  proceedevl  to  the 
post  of  duty,  surrounding  the  hotel  and  keeping  up  a  continuous 
stream  of  ^^chafT,"  concerning  tlie  obnoxious  inmate.  Occasion- 
ally the  door  bell  would  be  rung  and  the  landlord  annoyed  b}* 
inquiries  with  reference  to  his  guest.  The  leaders  of  the  crowd, 
if  thej*  had  leaders,  were  no-government,  non-resistance  men,  who 
did  not  believe  in  violence  other  than  such  as  the  tongue  could 
inflict ;  and  they  did  believe  in  the  use  of  this  weapon  of  oJfence 
unsparingly.  The  Cit}'  Marshal  was  summoned  to  still  their 
clamor,  but  he  found  no  violation  of  tlie  citj'  ordinances ;  the 
High  Sheriff  came  and  looked  on  from  the  opposite  side  of  the 
street,  but  decided  there  was  no  ostensible  cause  for  his  interfer- 
ence ;  the  Mayor  was  appealed  to  at  last,  and  after  looking  over 
the  condition  of  things,  requested  the  crowd  to  ''let  the  door  bell 
alone,"  and  went  to  his  home. 

All  this  while  the  "kidnapper,"Butman,  was  uneasily  endeavor- 
ing to  stifle  his  fears  of  the  danger  gathering  over  his  head.  In 
his  excitement  he  unwisel}',  but  fortunately  for  the  crowd,  par- 
tially drew  from  his  pocket  a  pistol.  A  glimpse  of  the  weapon 
was  sufficient  for  the  leaders  of  the  atching  Committee, — for  a 
warrant  was  immediately  issued,  upon  which  Butman  was  arrest- 
ed for  carrying  dangerous  weapons,  placed  in  charge  of  an  offi- 
cer, and  the  crowd  of  watchers  dispersed  to  their  homes  and  re- 
tired to  rest. 

The  next  morning  Butman  was  brought  before  the  Court  and 
gave  bonds  to  appear  and  answer  to  the  charge  at  a  future  da\'» 
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In  the  mean  time,  there  had  been  steadil}'  gatherings  the  excited 
and  the  fun-loving  elements  of  the  cit}', — the  former  pressing  to 
the  front,  the  latter  hanging  upon  the  outskirts  to  enjo}'  the  scene. 
Perhaps  no  really  guilt}'  wretch  ever  was  confronted  with  such 
a  Niagara  of  ponderous  Anglo-Saxoi# denunciation,  as  greeted 
the  ears  of  Butmau  as  he  came  out  from  the  Court  Room,  — and 
as  he  looked  around  him  he  saw  a  gi*eater  danger  than  words  of 
condemnation,  in  the  manj-  dark  faces  ^hat  lowered  U(X)n  him 
from  representatives  of  the  class  and  color  he  was  believed  to  be 
pursuing.  He  saw  in  those  faces,  flashing  from  those  eyes  into 
which  he  looked,  that  tiger  hate^  which  the  most  trifling  circum- 
stance might  unloose.to  his  destruction.  His  spirit  quailed  before 
the  vision,  and  he  begged  of  the  city  officers  help  and  protection. 
He  was  taken  into  the  Room  of  the  Cit}'  Marshal  and  while  there, 
promised,  if  suffered  to  depart,  never  again  to  visit  the  city! 
Upon  this  promise  being  given,  a  gentleman,  since  called  to  the 
foremost  place  in  the  gift  of  Massachusetts,  proceeded  to  address 
the  crowd  in  deprecation  of  further  violence,  and  asking  a  peace- 
able passage  of  the  defeated  and  foiled*^ slave  hunter,**  to  the  de- 
pot, that  he  might  take  the  earliest  cars  for  Boston. 

While  he  was  si^eaking  to  the  multitude  from  the  balcony  or 
portico  of  tl>e  building,  the  first  scene  of  violence  thus  far  in  the 
alFair,  was  being  enacted  in  the  Marshal's  room.  Three  colored 
men,  taking  advantage  of  the  general  attention  to  the  speaking, 
forced  the  door,  and  proceeded  to  wreak  their  vengeance  upon 
Butman.  Though  immediatel}'  discovered,  the}*  had  stricken  him 
to  the  floor,  and  were  endeavoring  to  do  further  violence  to  his 
person.  One  was  arrested  in  the  act,  but  succeeded  in  escaping 
through  the  window  during  the  subsequent  excitement ;  and  who 
he  was  is  unknown  to  this  dav. 

On  the  conclusion  of  the  speaking,  and  in  the  belief  that  the 
crowd  had  accepted  the  pledge  of  Butman  ^*not  again  to  visit  the 
city,"  and  that  it  had  acquiesced  in  the  engagement  of  the  speak- 
er to  guarantee  him  a  safe  conduct  to  the  depot,  a  few  staunch 
friends  and  well  known  advocates  of  freedom  gathered  around 
the  quailing  '* kidnapper,"  and  taking  him  by  the  arms,  at  the 
same  time  being  surrounded  by  a  squad  of  policemen,  the}'  pro- 
ceeded through  the  crowd  to  the  cars.     The  sight  of  the  quariy 
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proved  to  be  too  much  for  the  feeble  resolution  of  many  in  the 
crowd,  to  abstain  from  an  active  expression  of  their  indignant 
condemnation  of  Batman's  supposed  purpose  in  coming  to  Wor- 
cester. The  colored  men  especialh',  were  almost  beside  them- 
themselves  in  their  desire  #9  convince  him  that  it  was  a  dangerous 
mission  upon  which  he  had  come  to  the  city.  Even  the  editor 
who  had  printed  the  hand-bills,  and  who  had  placed  himself  as  a 
guard  to  keep  off  the  crowd,  found  flesh  and  blood  too  strong  for 
him  when  a  tempting  opportunity  offered  to  kick  the  foe  in  the 
rear ;  and  the  no-government,  non-resistant  guardian  who  had  in- 
terposed his  own  person  as  a  shield  against  danger,  while  urging 
the  crowd  to  abstain  from  all  acts  of  violence,  gave  them  full 
permission  "to  abuse  him  as  much  as  the}'  pleased," — meaning  of 
course,  only  such  abuse  as  spoken  words  could  bestow. 

As  the  procession  moved  on,  an  occasionl  missile  was  thrown  ; 
here  and  there  an  egg  broke  upon  the  person  of  Butman  or  some 
one  of  his  anti-slavery  guardians,  and  now  and  then  an  attempt 
would  be  made  to  force  the  guard  in  order  to  assault  the  prisoner. 
As  appeared  in  the  legal  investigation  which  followed,  it  was  the 
negro  element  of  the  crowd  that  made  these  attempts,  which 
were  not  always  unsuccessful.  Once,  on  the  passage,  the  victim 
was  struck  such  a  blow  as  would  have  prostrated  him  had  he  not 
been  supported  on  either  hand  by  his  faithful  guards. 

On  their  arrival  at  the  Western  Railroad  Station,  the  train  had 
gone  in  which  Butman  designed  to  return  to  Boston,  and  some 
hours  would  intervene  before  the  coming  of  another.  The  crowd 
kept  increasing,  and  its  elements  became  more  unrul}'  as  it  in- 
creased. The  negro  blood  was  up,  and  growing  more  violent  in 
its  demonstrations  every  moment — the  Anglo-Saxon  blood  was 
sufficiently  excited  to  countenance  almost  anj'  act  the  African 
blood  might  perform.  What  was  to  be  done?  What  could  be 
done  to  ensure  the  safety  of  the  "kidnapper"  during  these  waiting 
hours  ?  The  best  expedient  was  to  place  him  in  the  privy  of  the 
depot  for  the  time  being,  while  the  peace-makers  harrangued  the 
crowd,  and  kept  their  attention  from  more  violent  counsels. 

Thus  the  moments  flew  away,  while  the  guards  taxed  their  wits 
for  a  plan  that  should  indicate  a  safe  wa\'  out  of  the  present 
dilemma.     The  present  conditions  were  growing  more  prccaiious 
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every  moment.  Violent  men  had  forced  themselves  once  and 
again  into  the  unsavory  harbor  of  refuge,  and  had  been  forced 
out  again  bj'  some  soft  and  some  strong  words  of  its  peace  com- 
pelling guardians.  At  last  it  was  considered  best  not  to  wait 
longer  the  issue  of  the  affair  in  the  present  condition  of  things,  but 
to  send  the  frightened  and  humbled  and  baffled  Butman  out  of 
the  city  by  other  means.  8p  a  hack  was  called, — driven  by  that 
veteran  hackman  who  has,  in  his  da}^  had  all  the  celebrities  of 
the  age,  both  good  and  bad,  behind  his  horses, — and  fVom  the 
back  door  of  that  odoriferous  strong-hold  he  had  occupied,  But- 
man entered  the  carriage  that  carried  him  from  the  city  ;  but  his 
escape  was  not  free  from  danger — for  an  unfriendly  hand  dealt 
him  a  cruel  blow  as  he  entered  the  hack,  and  the  windows  of  his 
carriage  were  broken  by  the  unfriendly  missiles  that  followed  him 
as  he  was  driven  away.  He  was  taken  to  Westboro,  and  from 
thence  he  reached  Boston,  a  sadder  and  a  wiser  man,  than  when 
he  on  Saturday,  had  gone  up  to  Worcester,  as  it  was  believed,  in 
full  hope  of  a  successful  slave  hunt. 

Thus  ended  the  last  attempt  to  execute  the  odious  Fugitive 
Slave  Law  in  Massachusetts !  Subsequent  events,  issuing  in  the 
emancipation  of  ever}*  slave,  have  made  all  such  laws  unnec- 
essary ;  and  to-day,  ever}*  where  in  the  nation,  there  are  no 
slaves.  This  result,  no  doubt,  is  the  legitimate  consequence  of 
many  causes,  among  which  we  may  class  ttie  insane  attempt  of 
the  slave  master^ to  secure  the  privileges  of  slavery  every  where 
in  the  Union,  in  defiance  of  public  sentiment  and  b}'  means  of  the 
fugitive  slave  law ! 

Of  Mr.  Jankins,  we  may  say,  that  he  is  still  with  us,  steadily 
and  industriously  pursuing  his  calling,  as  he  has  been  through 
many  of  the  years  since  the  attempt  to  kidnap  him,  and  cany' 
him  back  to  slavery.  He  had  too  many  interests  here  and  too 
much  at  stake  to  feel  safe,  after  this  attempt,  and  so  he  arranged 
the  matter  with  his  old  master,  obtained  his  free  papers  b}'  pur- 
chase, and  they  are  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
Courts — the  only  free  papers  ever  thus  recorded  on  the  books  of 
this  county  I  Since  the  war,  he  has  visited  his  old  master,  and 
from  his  lips  learned  the  true  inwardness  of  this  attempt  upon 
his  liberty. 
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Thus  endeth  the  episode  denounced  in  its  day  as  a  riot,  but 
now  seen  in  the  light  of  the  present  as  a  grand  exhibit  of  those 
instincts  of  human  nature,  which  lead  men  to  obej'  the  higher  law 
of  life,  in  preference  to  the  lower,  or  statute  law,  when  that  de- 
mands unjust  and  unrighteous  action  of  its  subjects. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  BIOGRAPHIES. 


To  the  members  of  The  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity. — 

Your  committee  to  whom  has  been  confided  the  duty  of  secur- 
ing  and  arranging  for  preservation  biographical  sketches  of  the 
members  of  our  Society'  have  but  a  meagre  report  of  work  accom- 
plished. This  department  was  instituted  within  the  present  year, 
and  perhaps  sufficient  time  has  not  yet  elapsed  to  allow  of  the  frui- 
tion of  its  plans.  Imraediatel}-  on  our  appointment  the  committee 
met  and  arranged  a  form  of  address  to  members,  asking  their  im- 
mediate personal  attention  to  the  work  proposed,  wliich  was  mail- 
ed to  all  members,  and  sufficient  expenditure  was  incurred  to  pro- 
vide paper  of  uniform  size  and  quality',  for  the  proposed  records. 
Thus  far  that  paper  remains  blank,  except  the  few  sheets  used 
by  the  two  or  three  members  who  have  responded  to  our  request. 

We  avail  ourselves  of  the  opportunity  presented  in  an  annual 
report,  to  present  anew  to  the  members  of  the  Society*  the  im- 
portance of  the  work  we  have  undertaken.  There  is  no  one  class 
of  matter  more  valuable  to  the  student  of  history  than  individual 
biography,  and  when  this  is  coupled  with  genealogical  material 
its  value  is  greatl}*' increased.  It  is  also  true  that  there  is  no 
class  of  historical  matter  more  commonly  neglected  nor  more 
carelessly  preserved.     It  is  a  rare  occurrence  to  find  a  man,  even 
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in  so-called  intelligent  and  well  educated  circles,  who  can  answer 
a  question  concerning  his  ancestrj'  more  remote  than  his  grand- 
father, and  of  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  grand-parents  most 
men  are  entirely  ignorant.  Members  of  this  Societ}',  devoted  to 
antiquarian  research,  will  find  no  little  opportunit}'  for  such  as 
which  will  bring  a  rich  reward  in  expenence,  no  less  than  in  fresh 
information  of  unknown  famil}'  ties,  if  they  will  undertake  the 
work  which  is  planned  for  them  by  this  committee. 

Our  object  is  to  cover  this  field,  so  far  as  our  members  are 
concerned.  We  propose  to  receive  such  sketches  of  the  biogra- 
phies of  our  members  as  can  be  secured,  with  their  photographs, 
and  to  preserve  them  in  manuscript  form  in  our  library ;  and 
further,  after  the  record  is  once'^begun,  to  add  to  it  the  eventful 
features  of  the  histor}'  of  each  member,  thus  keeping  the  record 
full  and  complete.  We  especially  desire  to  incorporate  in  these 
personal  histories  as  much  genealogical  matter  as  can  be  secured. 
If  this  feature  can  be  successfully  maintained  we  shall  have,  in 
time  a  collection  of  material  which  will  be  as  valuable  as  it  will 
be  unique. 

We  would  suggest,  in  view  of  the  danger  of  loss  of  material  by 
too  long  delay,  and  the  important  influence  which  a  good  begin- 
ning will  have  upon  the  rapid  accumulation  of  the  proposed  rec- 
ord, that  the  present  members  begin  at  once  their  work  of  prep- 
aration, and  press  it  to  a  conclusion  without  unnecessary  delaj*. 
The  obituary  recoixi  of  our  young  Society  reminds  us  thst  we  can 
not  be  too  earnest  nor  too  prompt  in  putting  in  form  the  available 
material.  If  the  genealogical  record  of  a  member  is  incomplete, 
what  is  accessible  can  be  given  now,  and  additions  can  be  made 
at  any  time,  the  plan  of  the  committee  contemplating  additions, 
ad  libitum^  until  the  record  is  ended  b}'  death. 

We  are  aware  that  for  the  immediate  present  the  work  we  pro- 
pose offers  more  of  labor  and  trouble  than  of  important  results, 
but  we  can  gain  some  idea  of  its  true  importance  and  bearing  by 
looking  at  the  older  societies  of  similar  character,  and  asking 
ourselves, — what  would  be  the  value  to  them,  after  perhaps  half 
a  century  of  existence,  if  they  had  in  a  permanent  and  available 
form  the  personal  history,  genealog}',  and  the  faces  of  each  one 
of  their  members  ?     We  believe  such  a  record  would  answer  the 
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question  for  itself,  to  everj'  one  who  consulted  its  pages,  and  we 
ask  jour  immediaie  co-operation  that  our  work  mav  be  properly 
inaugurated,  and  that,  beginning  thus  at  home  we  mny  present 
an  apologia  pro  vita  sua  for  our  Society,  secure  at  once  a  sub- 
stantial and  valuable  nucleus  for  a  most  important  and.  interest- 
ing department  of  our  work,  and  through  the  experience  gained 
in  this  work  prepare  ourselves  for  the  better  prosecution  of  more 
extended  and  general  researches. 

For,  and  in  behalf  the  Committee, 

HENRY  L.  SHUMWAY,  Chairman. 


LIBRARIAN'S    REPORT. 


To  the  Ojfficfrs  and  Members  of 

The    Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity: 

The  Librarian  respectfully  submita  the  following  Report : 

In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Executive  Committee, 
there  have  been  forwarded  to  various  organizations  and  individu- 
als not  members  of  the  Society,  during  the  past  year,  26  copies 
of  Proceedings  No.  III. 

Societies  and  Associations  with  objects  kindred  to  our  own  have 
generously  favored  us  with  their  publications,  which  have  been 
placed  upon  our  shelves.  1*he  Societies  thus  contributing  are  The 
N.  E.  Historic,  Genealogical  Society,  Vermont  Historical  So- 
ciety, Essex  Institute,  Providence  Athenteum,  New  Hampshire 
Antiquarian  Society,  Surrey  Archaeological  Society,  London,  Eng., 
American  Antiquarian  Society,  State  Historical  Society  of  Wis- 
consin, Minnesota  Historical  Society,  Davenport  Academy  of  Nat- 
ural Sciences,  Peabody  Institute,  (through  the  Hon.  Stephen 
Salisbury,  Trustee.)  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  Canadian 
Institute,  Toronto,  C.  W.;  and  contributions  have  also  been  re- 
ceived from  Joseph  Jackson  Howard,  LL.  D.,  London,  Eng.,  Geo. 
Grazebrook,  F.  S.  A.,  London,  Eng.,  and  from  Robert  Hovenden, 
Croyden,  Eng.  A  full  list  of  donations  will  be  found  in  the  de- 
tailed report  appended. 

Each  active  member  has  been  supplied  with  a  copy  of  Proceed- 
ings, No.  III.,  and  a  copy  has  been  forwarded  to  each  Honorary 
member.  There  have  been  distributed  during  the  past  year,  91 
copies  of  No.  III.,  14  copies  of  No.  IV.,  5  copies  of  No.  IL,  4 
copies  of  No.  I.  There  have  been  disposed  of  by  sale  5  copies 
of  No.  III.,  31  of  No.  IV.,  and  1  of  No.  I. 
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There  have  been  added  to  the  Library  during  the  past  year, 
470  bound  volumes,  1256  pamphlets,  509  magazines,  besides  news- 
papers, broadsides,  circulars,  manuscripts,  prints,  engravings,  por- 
traits and  maps.  The  total  number  of  bound  volumes  now  in  the 
library  is  838,  of  pamphleta  3283,  while  upon  our  walls  are  38 
engravings,  portraits,  prints  and  photographs. 

The  donations  to  the  library  during  the  past  year  have  been  to 
a  very  great  degree  of  such  a  character  as  this  society  was  organ- 
ized to  collect  and  preserve.  Not  only  have  the  members  and  in- 
dividuals who  are  interested  in  our  work  contributed  largely  of 
books,  pamphlets  and  documents  which  will  enable  the  future  his- 
torian to  preserve  to  coming  generations  the  events  of  our  time,  but 
they  have  also  by  their  diligence  sought  out  and  contributed  many 
rare  and  valuable  works  pertaining  especially  to  the  early  history 
of  this  country  and  of  the  Old  World. 

Our  library  divided  into  a  few  leading  divisions  will  be  found 
to  consist  mainly  of  works  of  the  following  descriptions :  General 
History,  Local  History,  Biography  and  Genealogy,  Theology, 
Medicine  and  Surgery,  National  and  State  Documents,  and  Ancient 
Fiction. 

Your  librarian  would  suggest  that  special  effort  be  made  for  the 
collection  of  whatever  relates  to  the  history  of  the  Great  Rebell- 
ion in  the  United  States,  whether  of  books,  manuscripts,  pam- 
phlets or  relics,  as  the  time  will  soon  come,  as  new  generations 
who  were  not  observers  of  the  transactions  of  those  trying  times 
come  upon  the  stage,  when  whatever  throws  a  light  upon  this 
greatest  war  of  modern  times  will  be  eagerly  sought  and  corres- 
pondingly valued. 

As  custodian  of  the  collection  of  relics  belonging  to  the  society, 
the  librarian  would  report  accessions  of  great  interest  and  value, 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  detailed  report  appended,  and  also  by  the 
Department  reports.  The  donations  of  medals  and  coins  by  Mr. 
Henry  Phelps,  of  an  Indian  mortar  by  Mr.  E.  H.  Marshall,  a  case 
of  curiosities,  and  ancient  furniture  by  Mr.  Pardon  A.  Lee,  and 
ancient  furniture  by  Hon.  Clark  Jillson  are  worthy  of  special 
mention.  Should  the  Society  be  as  abundantly  favored  during  the 
next  year  as  during  the  year  past,  the  seeking  of  larger  and  more 
commodious  quarters  will  be  necessitated. 
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While  we  have  been  the  recipieuts  of  so  many  valuable  gifts, 
during  the  past  year,  it  would  seem  invidious  to  single  out  any  for 
special  mention  ;  for  he  who  contributes  to  our  shelves  but  a  sin- 
gle sheet  or  pamphlet  may  be  placing   in   the  way  of  the  future 
seeker  of  facts  pertaining  to  the  past  and  present,  just  the  informa- 
tion he  desires  to  obtain  ;  and  as  general  history  is  but  the  result 
of  gathering  here  a  little  and  there  a  little,  the  solitary  sheet  often 
assumes  its  place  in  after  years  as  a  gift  of  greater  worth  than  one 
considered  of  far  greater  value  at^he  time  of  gift.     But  notwith- 
standing all  this,  I  cannot  forbear  mentioning  in  a  special  way  the 
donation  of  a  medallic  collection  by  Mr.  Henry  Phelps.     This  col- 
lection consists  of  copies  of  rare  and  valuable  medals  of  various 
countries,  to  which  is  also  added  a  fine  collection  of  coins.     The 
study  of  medallic  history  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  in- 
rttructive  pursuits.     From  classic  days  medals  have  taken  the  high- 
est rank  as  marks  of  honor  and  memorials  of  great  deeds.     They 
bring  to  us  representations  of  the  features  of  the  men  and  women 
they  are  designed  to  honor  and  also  the  representation  of  some 
deed  or  deeds  which  have  rendered  their  names  immortal.     In  fact 
the  historic  significance  of  medals  cannot  be  overestimated.     The 
materials  of  which  they  are  composed,  their  devices  and  inscrip- 
tions, the   events   which    they   commemorate,  the  authority  from 
which  they  emanated,  the  history  of  the  engraver,  all  have  an  inter- 
est absorbing  in  its  character.     They  also  show  in  a  great  degree 
the  temper  and  disposition  of  the  nation  in  which  they  have  their 
origin,  and  the  state  of  the  art  of  engraving  at  the  time  of  their 
production.     The  total  number  of  pieces  in  this  collection  is  518, 
of  which  193  are  foreign  medals,  93  American,  146  pieces  of  coin, 
American  and  foreign,   5    Washington   buttons,  and   81    tokens, 
while  in  addition  to  these  are  67   medalets,  the  gift  of  Nathaniel 
Paine,  Esq. 

Among  the  finest  specimens  of  foreign  medals  in  our  collection 
are  those  of  Napoleon.  (Bataille  De  Marengo,)  Napoleon,  (Pro- 
test to  the  English  Government,)  a  remarkably  deep  struck  medal 
by  Rogat,  Arthur,  Duke  of  Wellington,  the  Elgin  Medals,  three 
fine  Shakespeares,  the  English  Army  upon  the  Scheldt,  Pierre 
Abailard,  12  Roman  Emperors,  Pierre  Jean  Berauger,  Titianus 
Vecellius,  Louis   Phillippe  I.,  Roi  des  Francais,  and  a  German 
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School  medal.  The  study  of  the  medalUc  history  of  the  United 
States  has  for  us  a  peculiar  interest.  The  total  number  of  medals 
belonging  to  our  national  history  is  86  ;  17  of  these  belong  to  the 
period  of  the  American  Revolution,  27  to  the  War  of  1812,  4  to  the 
Mexican  War,  and  2  to  the  late  civil  war.  The  earlier  American 
medals  were  generally  the  work  of  French  engravers,  and  are  fine 
specimens  of  the  art.  the  designs  of  some  of  the  finest  being  fur- 
nished by  the  French  Royal  Academy  of  Inscriptions  and  Belles 
Lettres  ;  Dupr6,  Duvivier,  Gatteaux,  Andrieu  and  Gayrad,  design- 
ed those  which  are  of  chief  historical  interest  and  of  the  highest 
artistic  superiority  Among  the  finest  specimens  of  American 
national  medals  are  the  W  ashington,  Greene,  and  Gates,  the  Mor- 
gan. Howard,  and  John  Paul  Jones,  the  Libertas  Americana,  De 
Fleury,  Anthony  Wayne,  and  John  Stewart.  Of  the  above  Na- 
tional medals,  we  have  in  our  collection  copies  of  the  Washington, 
(Boston  Retaken.)  Greene,  Gates,  Morgan,  Howard,  De  Fleury, 
Anthony  Wayne  John  Stewart,  and  John  Paul  Jones.  The  first 
American  medal  authorized  was  the  Washington,  voted  March 
25,  1776,  commemorative  of  the  Siege  and  Evacuation  of  Boston. 
Although  this  was  the  Hrst  medal  voted,  it  was  not  engraved  until 
after  the  Libertas  Americana  and  the  De  Fleury  pieces  were 
struck.  The  history  of  this  medal  is  particularly  interesting.  It 
appears  that  this  medal  has  come  down  to  us  through  several  gen- 
erations of  Gen.  Washington's  elder  brother.  During  the  VVar  of 
the  Rebellion  it  was  in  the  possession  of  George  Lafayette  Wash- 
ington, then  living  on  the  road  from  Harper's  Ferry  to  Winches- 
ter, which  country  was  alternately  in  the  possession  of  one  or  the 
other  of  the  contending  armies.  The  medal  in  its  seal  skin  case 
was  wrapped  in  cotton,  deposited  in  a  box  and  buried  in  the  cellar 
of  the  old  mansion.  Gov.  Andrew  had,  while  living,  made  ar- 
rangments  for  the  purchase  of  the  medal,  but  his  death  pre- 
vented a  completion  of  the  transaction.  In  December,  1875,  fifty 
gentlemen  of  Boston,  at  the  head  of  whom  was  the  Hon.  Robert 
C.  Winthrop,  agreed  to  be  responsible  to  the  amount  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars  each,  and  succeeded  in  purchasing  it,  and  on  the  one 
hundredth  anniversary  of  the  event  which  it  commemorates  it  was 
presented  to  the  city  of  Boston,  and  is  deposited  in  the  Public 
I-ibrary. 
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At  the  time  some  of  our  early  medals  were  struck,  Benjamin 
Frauklin  was  at  Paris,  aud  was  quite  active  as  the  representative 
of  our  government  in  perfecting  the  devices  and  in8^riptions,  and 
in  negotiating  with  the  artists.  As  indicating  the  practical  bent  of 
his  mind,  and  to  show  how  desirable  it  was  to  him  to  combine  use- 
fulness with  the  bestowal  of  honor,  the  following  letters  are  given  : 

Pabst,  March  4, 1780. 
To  his  Excellency^  Mr.  Huntington^  President  of  Congress : 

Sir — Agreeably  to  the  order  of  Congress,  I  have  employed  one  of  the 
best  artists  here  in  cutting  the  dies  for  the  medal  for  M.  De  Fleury.  The 
price  of  such  work  is  beyond  my  expectations,  being  1000  livres  for  each 
<lie.    I  shall  see  it'  it  is  not  possible  to  have  the  others  done  cheaper.  *  * 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and 
humble  servant.  B.  FKANKLIK. 

On  the  10th  of  March,  1785,  Franklin  wrote  to  John  Jay,  Min- 
ister of  Foreign  Affairs,  as  follows : 

Pasby,  (France,)  May  10, 1785. 

The  forming  of  dies  in  steel  to  strike  medals  or  money  is  generally  with 
the  mtentiim  of  making  a  great  number  of  the  same  form  Thn  engrav- 
inj:  of  those  dies  in  steel  is,  from  the  hardness  of  the  substance,  very  dlf- 
flc!ult  and  expensive,  but  once  engraved,  the  great  number  to  be  easily 
produced  afterwards  by  stamping,  Justifies  the  expense,  it  being  but  small 
wlien  divided  among  a  number.  Where  only  one  medal  of  a  kind  is  want- 
ed, it  seems  an  unthrifty  way  to  form  dies  for  it  in  steel  to  strike  the  two 
sides  of  it,  the  whole  expense  of  the  dies  resting  on  that  medal. 

It  was  by  this  means  that  the  medal  voted  by  Congress  to  M.  De  Fleury 
cost  one  hundred  guineas,  when  an  engraving  of  the  same  figures  and  in- 
scriptions might  have  been  beautifully  done  on  a  plate  of  silver  of  the 
same  size  for  two  guineas. 

The  ancient^  when  they  ordained  medals  to  record  the  memory  of  any 
laudable  action,  and  do  honor  to  the  performer  of  that  action,  struck 
a  vast  numbtT  and  used  them  as  money.  By  this  means  the  honor  was 
extended  through  their  own  and  neighboring  nations.  ^Every  man  who 
received  or  paid  a  piece  of  such  money  was  reminded  of  the  virtuous  ac- 
tion of  the  person  who  performed  it,  and  the  reward  attending  it,  and  the 
number  gave  such  security  to  this  kind  of  monuments  against  perishing 
and  being  forgotten  that  som  eof  each  of  them  exist  to  this  day,  though 
more  than  two  thousand  years  old,  and  being  now  copied  in  books  by  the 
art  of  engraving  and  printing,  are  not  only  exceedingly  multiplied  but 
likely,  to  remain  some  thousands  of  years  longer. 

The  man  who  is  honored  only  by  a  single  medal  is  obliged  to  show  it  to 
enjoy  the  honor,  which  can  be  done  only  to  a  few  and  often  awkwardly. 
I  therefore  wish  the  medals  of  Congress  were  ordered  to  be  money,  and  so 
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continued  as  to  be  convenient  money,  by  being  in  value  aliquot  parts  of  a 
dollar. 

Copper  coin«  are  wanting  in  America  for  small  change.  We  have  none 
but  those  of  ihe  king  of  England.  After  one  silver  or  gold  medal  is  struck 
fk'om  the  dies  for  the  person  to  be  honored,  they  may  be  usefully  employed 
in  striking  copper  money,  or  in  some  cases  small  silver. 

The  nominal  value  of  the  pieces  might  be  a  little  more  than  the  rest,  t<> 
prevent  their  being  melted  down,  but  not  so  much  more  as  to  be  an  en- 
couragement of  counterfeiting." 

Signed,  B.  FRANKLIN. 

Our  coins  show  for  themselves  that  the  suggestions  of  the  phi- 
losopher were  never  adopted. 

I  am  quite  confident  the  members  of  our  society  will  derive 
great  pleasure  from  an  examination  of  this  medallic  collection,  and 
instruction  from  a  study  of  it. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALBERT  A  LOVELL, 

Worcester,  Jan.  7,  1879.  Librarian. 


DONATIONS. 

Allen,  Rev.  Gbobge. — ^A  History  In  manuscript  and  the  Constitution  or 
Articles  of  Association  of  the  Mutual  Fire  Society,  Worcester. 

Amsbicak  Antiquablajt  SociETY.—Proceedings  Noe.  70  and  71,  and 
1  newspaper. 

AMMii>oirN,  Hon.  Holmes.— Genealogical  Memorial  of  the  Ammidown 
Family. 

Babtlett,  Thomas  E.— 7  volumes,  17  pamphlets,  19  magazines,  88  cat«« 
logues,  3  prints,  hinges,  door  latch,  and  wall  paper  to  house  built  by 
Joseph  Bartlett,  Cumberland,  R.  L,  in  1745;  and  lock  to  clock  case.  Old 
South  (Worcester,)  Church  tower. 

BAitTOiT,  William  S.— 5  vols.  Alden's  Collection  of  American  Epitaphs 
and  Inscriptions,  his  G^enealogical  Sketch  of  Dr.  Artemas  Ballard  and 
his  descendants,  1  vol.  Acts  and  Resolves—Revolution,  1  vol.  Mass. 
Province  Laws,  Temporary,  1  vol.  Mass.  Province  Laws,  Perpetual. 

BoswoBTH,  Dr.  F.  A.,  Webster,  Ma8s.-^7  pamphlets. 

BoYDBN,  Geo.  K.— 2  nos.  Liberal  Freemason. 

Canadian  Institute,  Toronto,  C.  W.--Canadian  Journal  of  Science, 
Literature  and  History. 
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Ohambkrlajn.  Joshua  L.,  LL.  D.  Brunswick,  Me. — His  Maine,  Her 
Place  in  History. 

Chandler,  Dr.  Gborob. — 2  vols.  Collections  American  Antiquarian  So- 
ciety, 10  nos.  Proceedings  of  same,  2  nos.  Proceedings  N.  K,  Historic, 
Genealogical  Society,  21  Reports  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  6  bound  vols., 
5  miscellaneous  pamphlets,  3  Genealogies,  1  vol.  N.  H.  Magazine. 

("henry,  Mrs.  A.  B. — Spectacle  case  which  belonged  t-o  Henry  Dunster, 
first  President  of  Harvard  College. 

(/RANE,  A.  O.,  Boston. — 1  portrait,  1  view,  broadsides  and  map. 

Crane..  Ellert  B. — His  Lumber  Trade  of  Worcester  in  pamphlet  form ; 
also,  his  Memoranda  concerning  recent  Archssological  Research  and 
Thoughts  su^^ested  by  Relics  of  Antiquity,  29  vols.,  11  nos.  N.  E.  His- 
torical and  Genealogical  Register,  Reading  Stand,  40  nos.  Historical 
Magazine,  Notes  and  Queries,  1  Photograph,  Portfolio  of  Political  Docu- 
ments, piece  of  Charter  Oak,  lumber  for  shelves  and  case,  1  pamphlet. 

Cook,  Norton  L. — 1  Foot  Stove,  I  broadside,  I  volume. 

Davenport  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  Davenport,  Iowa, — 
Proceedings,  Vol.  2,  No.  1. 

Devens,  Gen.  Charles. — His  Address  at  the  Dedication  of  the  Soldiers 
and  SailorH  Monument,  Boston. 

Dodge,  Benj.  J.— 1  vol..  Report  of  American  Antiquarian  Society,  1877, 
several  pamphlets  and  catalogues. 

DouoLAS,  Henry  F.,  Providence,  R.  I. — His  Genealogy  of  Robert  Camp- 
bell and  his  descendants. 

Drew,  Allis  &  Co. — ^7  Worcester  Directories,  5  Newton  Directories. 

Drew,  Thomas,  Boston. — Siege  and  Evacuation  of  Boston  and  Charles- 
town  ;  Consecration  of  Trinity  Church,  Boston. 

Essex  iNsfrruTE,  Salem.— Bulletin,  1877-8. 

Fenno,  Charles  W. — 5  portraits,  1  lock,  1  chest  of  drawers,  6  Venetian 
Photographs,  A*amed ;  3  small  portraits — Henry  Clay,  Isaiah  Thomas, 
and  John  Quincy  Adams ;  2  old  copper-plates  1766  and  *67, 1  photograph, 
1  volume.  Relic  from  Frigate  Constitution,  and  Relic  from  Confederate 
Ram  Merrimac. 

Gebbs,  Iyebs. — 1  volume. 

Gbazebbook,  Geobgb,  F.  S.  A.,  London,  Eng.— His  Genealogical  Mem- 
oranda relating  to  the  Family  of  Grazebrook. 

Harding,  Wm.  B.—File  of  Boston  Daily  Journal  from  Nov.  1877  to  Sept. 
23, 1878,  Indian  stone  implement  found  near  Lake  Quinsigamond. 

Hbtherington,  Joseph,  Webster. — ^9  ancient  and  rare  pamphlets. 

Historical  Society  op  Pennsylvania. — History  of  New  Sweden, 
and  12  publications  of  the  Society  in  pamphlet  form. 

HoYENDEN,  Robert,  Croyden,  Eng.— His  Genealogical  Memoir  relating 
to  the  Family  of  Hovenden. 

Howard,  Joseph  Jackson,  LL.  D.,  London,  Eng.—Miscellanea,  Gknea- 
logica  et  Heraldica,  12  nos. 
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IIowE,  Wm.  B.— 3  vols,  magazines,  Greek   Lexicon,  diploma,  libretto,  and 

shelves. 
Hudson,  Hon.  Chas. — Certificate  of  Lexington  Monuitient  Association. 

iliLLBON,  Hon.  Clabk. — 161  volumes,  147  sermons — Henry  Ward  Beech- 
er,  42  miscellaneous  pamphlets,  file  of  SSouthbridge  Transcript,  65  new.**- 
papers,  mostly  old,  9  broadsides,  10  magazines,  1  circular,  geological 
specimens,  lists  of  City  OflBcers  and  Committees  of  Worcester  and  other 
cities,  Hands  of  the  original  Old  South  Church  clock — Worcester,  Chief 
Marshal's  flag  used  at  Centennial  Celebration  of  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, at  Worcester,  July  4, 3876,  2  Chinese  printing  plates,  Wail- 
paper  from  Murray  house,  Rutland,  Mass.,  1  Advertising  sheet — Daniel 
Waldo,  Iramed,  Waterloo  button,  Relic  of  Witch-house,  Salem,  Relic  ot 
Mt.  Vernon,  Piece  of  Old  Elm,  Boston  Common,  Piece  of  Gen.  Warren 
Tree,  Roxbury,  Autograph  copy  of  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Re- 
building ot  Lynde  Brook  Dam. 

J11.L8OM,  Fbank  C. — A  number  ol  mineral  specimens,  and  collection  of 
Amateur  Newspapers. 

JiJLLBON,  Hon.  Clark,  and  Rev.  Albebt  Ttlkr. — 2  volumes. 

Johnson,  Cuablks  R. — 1  School  Report,  1876, 1  volume,  I  copy  Consti- 
tution of  Worcescer  Fire  Society,  8  speeches  and  2  pamphlets. 

Johnson,  T.  S.— 1  old  Revolver. 

JoBDAN,  Dr.  Geobgb—  9  American  Almanacs,  1  Black  Book,  Western 
Gazetteer,  1817,  Observations  of  Scottish  Dialect. 

Eetchum,  Rev.  Silas,  Poquonock,  Ct. — Boston  Directory,  1842,  Hand 
Book  of  Mt.  Auburn,  1  sermon,  1  Church  Manual,  Specimens  of  Japan- 
ese Literature. 

KiDDEB,  Fbkdkkio — His  pamplilet — The  Discovery  of  North  America. 

Lawbbnce,  £.  R. — 1  volume,  1  package  of  Papers,  1  medalet,  30  pani  - 
phlets. 

Lee,  Pabdon  A. — 1  case  of  Relics  and  Curiosities,  2  framed  Pictures, 
Description  of  the  Tremont  House,  Boston,  Portraits  of  the  Rebellion, 
Ancient  Chair— 1760,  Poringer— 1740,  Minnie  ball  from  Bull  Run  battle* 
field. 

Lossing,  Benson  J.,  LL.D. — His  History  of  the  Civil  War  in  America, 
3  vols. 

LovELL,  Albebt  a. — His  Memorial  of  George  Jaques,  Assessors'  Valua- 
tion of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Worcester,  1832,  List  of  Voters, 
Ward  2,  Worcester,  1850  and  '51,1  pamphlet.  Exhibition  Case  for  Medals* 

Mann,  A.  G. — An  ancient  Bear  Trap,  1771. 

Mabshall,  Elvah  H. — 29  volumes,  13  pamphlets,  Bunker  Hill  Monu- 
ment Association  Certificate,  pair  Lasting  Pincers — 1807,  Indian  Gran- 
ite Mortar  from  Lunenburg,  Mass. 

Mabvin,  Chablrs. — Specimen  of  peculiar  growth  of  Wood,  1  volume, 
1  old  Shoe  Hammer. 

McEensie,  D.  Banks,  Needham,  Mass.,  through  His  Honor,  Mayor 
Pratt  of  Worcester.— Bound  File  of  Massachusetts  Spy,  1795-96. 
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Mbllish,  Rev.  John  H.,  Scitaate,  R.  I. — 1  pamphlet. 

Merriam,  Olin  L. — Folio  of  Freight  Reports — Worceett^r  A  Nashua 

Railroad — 1852,  Coflin  handle,  1  manuscript  Title-page,  2  pamphlets.  1 

newspaper,  1  old  Account  book — 1795. 
Metcalf,  I.  N. — 1  pamphlet 
Minnesota  Historical  Society. — Proceedings  from  1849  to  1858  In 

one  pamphlet.  Annual  Report,  1877. 
Moore,  Miss  Sarah  A. — ^9  nos.  Worcester  High  School  Thesaurus. 

New  Bedford  Public  Library.— 26th  Annual  Report. 

N.  E.  Historic,  Genealogical  Society. — Annual  Proceedings — 1878, 
Register,  Vol.  xxxn. 

New  Hampshire  Antiquarian  Society. — ^9  publications  of  the  Socie- 
ty, 1  volume,  lot  Confederate  and  other  Currency,  Marking- tool,  (ante 
1790,)  Bread-toaster — 1800,  Head  of  Spinning  wheel,  piece  of  Wasting- 
ton's  Tomb,  Cotton  Tags — Internal  Revenue,  Snuffers  and  Tray,  and 
Lincoln  Medal. 

O'Flynn,  Richard. — 1  vol.  Manuscript  Lectures,  1  autograph,  1  deed 
—1707,  framed,  1  passport,  1  broadside,  package  of  Ballots — 1877,  100 
pamphlets,  copy  Holy  Scriptures,  1  New  Testament,  1  vol.  Hymns  for 
Social  Worship,  Call  for  Volunteers— 1861, 1  vol.  Public  Libraries  of  the 
U.  S.,  8  vols.  Supplement  to  Hartford  Courant— 184(M4,  2  MS.  Lectures 
by  George  Jaques. 

Paine,  Nathaniel. — His  Notice  of  the  Library  of  the  American  An- 
tiquarian  Society,  19  consecutive  Nos.  of  Proceedings  of  same,  his 
publications  of  same  Society,  bis  Account  of  same  Society,  his  Portraits 
and  Busts  in  public  buildings  at  Worcester;  his  Notes  Historical 'and 
Chronological  of  the  Town  of  Worcester,  46  fac  simile  Letters  of  Sign- 
ers of  Declaration  of  Independence,  85  fac  simile  specimens  of  Confed- 
erate Currency,  12  pamphlets,  8  catalogues,  1  map,  6  fac  simile  Signa- 
tures, 2  portraits,  2  photographs,  1  autograph,  67  medalets.  Annual 
Report  of  President  and  Treasurer  of  Harvard  College — 1877,  Loan 
Exhibition  of  Worcester  Art  Society— No.  1,  Paine  Family  Record,  Me- 
morial of  Rev.  Seth  Sweetser,  2  pieces  Colonial  Currency. 

Pease,  Wm.  E,  Oxford,  Mass.— 4  volumes. 

Phelps,  Henry.— 193  copies  Foreign  Medals,  03  copies  American  Med- 
als, 146  pieces  of  Coin — ^American  and  foreign,  5  Washington  buttons,  81 
tokens,  ancient  Pen  and  Ink  Sketch,  framed ;  Flag  taken  from  a  prison- 
er captured  at  the  sinking  of  the  Alabama,  June  19, 1864. 

Plummbr,  Israel,  Northbridge.— 1  autograph,  his  Sketch  of  Blackstone 
Canal. 

Plummbr,  Osgood. — 2  volumes. 

Pbxnticb,  Mrs.  John,  Shrewsbury. — ^28  magazines,  8  Reports  of  State 
Board  of  Education,  7  nos.  History  of  U.  S.,  2  vols.  Debates  Mass.  Con- 
vention, 1853, 4to. 

PrincB)  Lucibn.— 12  volumes,  59  pamphlets. 
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Pboutt,  a.  B. — Ancient  Machine  for  making  Card  teetli. 
Pbovidenck  ATHB27i£Uif. — Wd  Annual  Report. 

Putnam  &  Davis. — 12  yolumes,  68  pamphlets,  172  catalogues,  packagt^ 
of  illustrated  circulars,  cardS,  3  broadsides,  1  calendar,  2  views  of  City 
of  Worcester,  6  Annual  Reports  of  Am.  Bible  Society,  photograph  of 
Co.  A,  Association,  25th  Reg't  Mass.  Vols. 

Rice,  Franklin  P.— 14  volumes,  8  pamphlets,  4  magazines,  100  news- 
papers, 1  broadside,  4  tracts,  his  Extracts  Irom  the  Diary  of  John 
Quiucy  Adams,  ttle  of  Boston  Recorder— 1821  and  1822,  bound,  1  view, 
1  Scrap-book — political,  Ac. 

Rice,  Hon.  W.  \V.— 110  Public  Documents. 

Rob,  Alfbbd  S. — 2  volumes,  1  pamphlet 

Salisbury,  Hon.  Stephen. — His  Essays — Memorial  of  Gov.  Endicott, 
Troy  and  Homer,  and  National  Songs,  read  by  him  before  the  American 
Antiquarian  Society,  11th  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  Peabody 
Instil  ute. 

Salisbury,  Stephen,  Jr. — Map  of  Yucatan  and  Neighboring  States,  2 
newspapers.  Discourse  on  the  Mexican  Calendar  Stone  by  Prof.  Ph. 
Valentin  i. 

Scott,  Nelson  R. — 18  volumes,  complete  set  of  City  Hospital  Reports, 
and  copy  of  the  Will  of  Greorge  Jaques. 

Seaqrave,  Daniel. — 6  volumes,  4  pamphlets,  15  nos.  Worcester  Railroad 
Directory,  1  caricature,  1  newspaper,  1  calendar,  14th  and  15th  Annual 
Reports  ot  Insurance  Commissioners  of  Massachusetts,  Address  at  the 
Social  Festival  of  the  Worcester  County  Bar,  1866,  by  Emory  Wash- 
burn, late  Gov.  of  Mass. 

Seagbave,  Daniel,  and  Fbanklin  P.  Rice.— ^A  copy  of  Savage's  Por- 
trait of  Washington— 1700,  framed. 

Smith,  Jambs  A. — Mineral  specimens. 

Smith,  Woodbuby  C. — 1  toI.  Biographia  Britannlca,  London,  1747. 

Smyth,  W.  A.  S. — 1  volume. 

Staples,  Samuel  £.— 4  volumes,  81  pamphlets,  Transactions  of  Worces- 
ter County  Horticultural  Society— 1847  to  1878,  2d  Annual  Report  of 
Board  of  State  Charities  and  Special  Report  on  Prisons  and  Prison  Dis- 
cipline, 1  Almanac  with  autograph  of  Isaiah  Thomas,  29  tracts,  2  Col- 
lege publications,  6  broadsides,  6  vols,  and  4  nos.  Missionary  Herald 
unbound,  1  plate,  lot  miscellaneous  programmes. 

State  Histobical  Society  of  Wisconsin.— 24th  Annual  Report,  Cat- 
alogue cf  Picture  Gallery. 

St. John,  Rey.  Thomas  E.— 2  vols.  Record  of  Mass.  Volunteers. 

Stone,  AuausTUS. — 12  volumes,  67  pamphlets,  21  catalogues,  2  newspa- 
pers, 4  reprints  of  old  Newspapers,  1  map,  2  broadsides. 

SuBBET  ABCHiEOLOGiOAi.  SOCIETY,  Loudon,  Eug.— Collections,  Vol.  yn. 
Part  I. 
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SuMXEB,  George. — 1  ancient  deed,  0  Toliimes,  46  pamphlets,  16  maga- 
zines, 15  catalogues,  10  newspapers,  2  specimens  of  War  Scrip,  file  of 
The  Pellet. 

Titus,  Anson,  Jr.  Charlton,  Mass. — His  Charlton  Historical  Sketches. 

TuoKEB,  Ephbaim. — Kecord  of  the  Federal  Dead. 

TuBNEK,  Henby  E.,  M.  D.,  Newport,  R.  I. — His  Greenes  of  Warwick  in 
Colonial  History. 

Tyler,  Rev.  Albebt. — His  Bennington  Centennial,  9  volumes,  1  manu- 
s(*ript,  1  newspaper,  220  magazines. 

Tyleb  a  Seagbave. — Map  of  Worcester— 1829,  Reprint  of  Worcester 
Village  Directory — 1829,  24  miscellaneous  pamphlets. 

Vkbmont  Histobical  Society. — Governor  and  Council  of  Vermont, 
V(.l.  6,  Proceedings,  1878. 

Wall,  Caleb  A. — His  Reminiscences  of  Worc«ater. 

Wrsbt,  Hebbert. — 8  pamphlets. 

Wksby,  J.  S.  A  Son. — I  volumes. 

Whiting,  Chables  B.— 3  volumes,  6  pamphlets,  1  Portrait  of  Lafayette, 
framed,  formerly  the  property  of  George  Jaques. 

WooDWABD,  Dr.  Rupus.— Norwich  Courier,  Jan.  8, 1800,  framed. 

WoKCESTEB  Moulding  Works.— Their  Catalogue,  1878. 


INDEX  TO  PROCEEDINGS, 


1878. 


Allen,  Hon.  Charles,  22. 

Allen,  Rev.  George,  33, 36,  66,  67,  72. 

Allen,  Philip,  9. 

Alien,  PhUip  &  Son,  49. 

American  Antiquarian  Society,  60. 

American  Med^,  the  tirst,  and  his- 
tory of  the  same,  100. 

Ancient  Manuscripts,  Publications 
and  Engravings,  Report  on,  75. 

Andrews,  Samuel,  13. 

Anti- Slavery  Riots,  86, 

Archieology  and  General  History, 
Report  on,  68. 

Argus  and  Patriot,  subscriVd  for,  65. 

Arnold,  Thomas,  73. 

Assessment  for  1879,  67. 

Ayres,  Wood  worth  &  Co,,  25, 


B 


Bacon,  Rev.  Leonard,  D.  D.,  72. 

Baker,  Charles,  29,  30. 

Baker,  James,  29. 

Baker,  WiUiam  J.,  24,  29,  30. 

Ballard,  Marshall  S.,  30. 

Ballon,  George  C,  49. 

Barnes,  A.  P.,  25. 

Barton,  Judge  Ira  M.,  19,  72. 

Barton,  William  S.,  7,  38,  64,  73. 

Bartlett,  Joseph,  82. 

Bartlett,  Thomas  E„  39,  82. 

Bartlett,  William  H.,  62. 

Baylies,  Hon.  Francis,  23. 

Beck  with,  Truman,  49. 

Belcher,  Andrew,  13. 

Bemis,  Merrick  M.  D,,  6. 

Bennett,  D.  &  J.,  22. 

Bible  the,  earliest  printed  book,  78. 

Bigelow,  J.  Warren,  33,  36. 


Biographies  of  members,  importance 
of,  95 ;  Report  of  committee  on, 
94, 

Blackmer,  Francis  T.,  86. 

Blackstone  Canal,  history  of,  41-60; 
report  of  engineers,  43 ;  when 
chartered,  44, ;  cost  of,  46 ;  as- 
sessments paid,  46 ;  last  toll  col- 
lected, 49 ;  sale  of  locks,  49. 

Bliss,  Hon.  George,  28. 

Book,  first  printed  on  the  American 
continent,  78. 

Boston  News  Letter,  78. 

Boston  &  Worcester  Railroad  com- 
plete4t  11 ;  grand  opening  cele- 
bration, 22,  23. 

Bosworth,  Fisher  A.,  M.  D.,  11,  62. 

Bradley,  Osgood,  29. 

Brooks,  John,  55, 

Brown,  John,  (of  Providence)  41. 

Brown,  Lewis,  22. 

Brown,  Moses,  8. 

Buffiun,  Benjamin,  25,  26. 

Buifum,  Horace,  agent  to  collect 
canal  tolls,  48. 

Bullard,  Artemas,  73. 

Bullock,  Richard,  9. 

Burbank,  James  L.,  78. 

Butman,  Benjamin,  16,  18,  19,  24. 

Butman  Riot,  by  Rev.  Albert  Tyler, 
85-94. 

Burial  ground  inscriptions,  commit- 
tee on,  5  ;  work  of  committee,  60, 

Burn  side,  Samuel  M.,  17. 

Buyers  of  canal  property,  49. 


Card  teeth  machine  presented,  12. 
Carpenters  Sc  builders,  number  of,  28. 
Carrington,  Edward,  46, 


no 


Caxton  exhibition  of  1877,  78. 

Chambcrlin,  Joseph,  30,  82. 

Chainberliii  &  Co.,  32. 

Chandler,  George,  M.  D.,  11,  12. 

Chapin,  Henry,  74. 

Chase,    Anthony,    agent   to     collect 

canal  tolls,  4H. 
Clark,  .Tohn  F.,  22. 
Coes,  Loring,  15. 
Cook,  Norton  L.,  51,  63,  05. 
Cooper,  Abner,  50. 
Commissioners  of  Blackstone  canal, 

46, 
Comins,  Edward  I..  62,  (>5. 
Committee  on  entertainments,  55. 
Conveyance  by  Samuel  Slater,  9. 
Crane,' EUerv  B.,  5,  6,  7,  11,  12,  31, 

33,  35,  38,  39,  52,  55,  50,  60,  61. 

62,  64,  (yoy  CAiy  67,   74 ;    account 

of  the  monuments  of  Egypt,  52 ; 

Paper  on  I^umber  Trade,  13-33. 
Curtis,  Albert.  33,  36,  40,  63,  64. 


D 


Daniels,  WUliam  P.,  30,  32. 
Davidson,  J.  C,  33. 
Deaths  of  old  citizens  1878,  73,  74. 
Death  penalty  in  Worcester  Countv, 

36. 
Department  reports,  68,  70,  75,  81. 
Departments   of  Work,   4 ;    reports 

concerning,  7,  10,  65. 
Dixie,  E.  F.,  18. 
Dodge,  Benjamin  J,,  62, 
Dodge,  Thomas  II.,  24. 
Donations  in  1878,  102-107, 
Dority  pond,  43,  44,  48. 
Douglas,  C.  II,  J.,  11,  59,  71. 
Drew,  AUis  &  Co.,  6. 
Drewrj',  Thomas,  15. 


E 


Earle,  Ancestry,  27. 
Earle,  Edward*  24. 
Earle,  Oliver  K.,  26. 
Earle,  Thomas,  26,  27,  28. 
Earle,  Timothv  K.,  27. 
Earle,  Ralph,  27. 
Earle,  T.  &  O.  K.,  26. 
Earle  &  Jones.  26. 
Earle  &  Tenney,  26. 
Earle,  Tenney  *&  Co.,  27. 
Earle  &  Turner,  27. 


Engraving,  antiquity  of,  79, 
Engraving,  importance  of^  78, 
Engravers,  of  note,  80. 
Estabrook,  James,  31. 
Everett,  Hon.  Alexander  H.,  23. 
Everett,  Hon.  Edward,  23. 
Executive  committee,  report  of,  5. 


F 


Familv  Ilistorv,  Works  on,  73. 

Fay,  Frederick  E.,  32. 

Fenno,  Charles  W.,  53,  55,  61,  65,  80. 

First  printed  book  with  date  and 
name  of  printer,  77. 

Fisk,  Ilazen  \V.,  31,  32. 

Fitch,  Dana  H.,  26. 

Fitch,  Frank  E.,  66. 

Fort  River,  or  Mill  Brook,  13. 

Foster,  AllVed  D wight,  17. 

Foster,  Hon.  D wight  Sen.,  17. 

Fourth  vear  of  the  Society's  history, 
close  of,  55. 

Franklin,  Benjamin,  letter  of  concer- 
ning medals,  101. 

Free  papers,  recorded,  93. 

French,  Jonathan  C,  31. 

Fugitive  slave  law,  attempt  to  exe- 
cute, 93. 

Funeral  of  Ransom  M.  Goidd,  38,  39. 


G 


Gartield,  J.  F.  D.,  40;  letter  of,  51. 

(larfteld,  Moses  M.,  31. 

Garfield  &  Parker,  31. 

Gates,  George  A.,  28. 

(lates,  John,  28,  29, 

Gates,  John  vS;  Co.,  28,  29. 

(lates  &  Mavuard,  28. 

(lates,  Simon,  15. 

(iecr,  Charles  H.  23. 

Goddard,  Sextus  P.,  33. 

Goddard,  William  P.,  33. 

Goodrich,  Levi,  73. 

(iookin.  Capt.  Daniel.  13. 

Gould,  Ransom  M.,  36,  37,  52,  59, 
74  ;  announcement  of  his  death, 
36  ;  his  funeral  services,  ,S8,  39  ; 
burial  of.  40. 

Goulding,  Eli,  25,  27,  30. 

Goulding,  Henry  &  Co,,  25,  28. 

Gouldmg,  Peter,  25. 

Goulding,  William  H.,  25. 

Grazebrook,  George,  F.  S.  A.  of 


Ill 


London,  Eng.,  97. 
Gregory,  Joseph  E.,  27. 
GrinneU,  William  T.,  9. 

H 

Hale,  Hon.  Nathan,  23, 
Hall,  ThomaH  J.,  30. 
Hancock  Arms  Tavern,  18. 
Harding,  WUliam  B.  38,  39. 
Harris,  (clarendon,  72. 
Harris  Edward,  49. 
Haven,  Samuel  F.,  11. 
Hazen.  liudus,  32. 
Hazeu,  Lucius  D.,  31.  32. 
Hazcn,  Louis  T.,  31,  32. 
Heard,  Nathan,  22,  23,  74. 
Henshaw,  Horatio  Gates,  16. 
Hewett,  Elbridgc,  22,  24. 
Uewett,  George  F.,  22. 
Hevwood,  Daniel,  20. 
Hill,  Frank  A.,  60. 
Holmes,  Pitt,  74. 
Hooper,  John  \V..  30. 
Hopkins,  Col.  W.  S.  B.,  38. 
Houghton,  C.  C,  31. 
Hovenden,  R.,  (of  England)  51,  97. 
Howard,  Joseph  Jackson,  97. 
Howe,  Capt,  Daniel,  20. 
Howe,  Hammond,  19. 
HowCj  Lvman,  20. 
Howe,  William  B.,  62. 
Howe,  Jackson  &  Co.,  19. 
Howe  &  Thaxter,  19,  22. 
Hudson,  Leonard  R.,  27. 
Hudson,  Ozias,  27. 
Huntington,  J.  M.  &  Co.,  20. 
Hutchinson,  Mi:.,  surveyor  of  Black- 
stone  canal,  43. 


Inman,  Francis  H.,  24. 
Ives,  Moses  B.,  46. 
Ives,  Thomas  P.,  9.   - 


Jackson,  Samuel  R.,  19,  20. 

Jankins,  William  H.,  89,  93. 

Jillson,  Clark,  5,  6,  7,  12,  35,  30,  38, 
52,  53,  55,  59,  62,  64,  05,  72,  80, 
81, 98 ;  read  sketch  of  M'Donald 


Clarke,  52 ;  Biography  of  Ran- 
som M,  Gould,  52. 

Jillson,  Mrs.  Clark,  6, 

Jillson,  Franklin  C,  11,  63,  64,  65. 

Johnson,  Charles  R.,  7, 38,  39,  62,  64, 
05,  08,  70, 

Johnson,  Capt.  Edw^ard,  13. 

Johnson,  CoL  Theodore  S.,  10,  63. 

Jones,  Preston  D.,  63. 


K 


Kenney,  Edward  O.,  32. 

Kenney,  L.  C.  &  Co.,  32. 

Kennev,  Lorenzo  L.,  31,  32. 

Kenney  &  Fay,  32, 

Ketchum,  Rev.  Silas,  52,  54 ;  letter 

of,  53. 
Knight,  Charles  B.,  30,  32. 
Knight.  C,  B.  &  Co.,  33, 
Knight,  Horace,  32. 
Knowles,  Edward  P.,  49. 
Knowlton,  T.  S.,  73. 


Lamb,  Thomas  M.,  65. 

Lawrence,  Edward  R.,  62,  65. 

Lecture  committee,  55 ;  report  of^  66. 

Lee,  Pardon  A.,  65,  82,  98. 

Librarian,  authorized  to  make  ex- 
changes, 0 ;  his  report,  97-102. 

Library,  additions  to  in  1878,  98 ; 
description  of,  98. 

Lincoln,  John  W.,  46, 

Lincoln,  Hon.  Levi,  23, 

Local  History  and  Genealogy,  report 
dn,  70. 

Lossing,  Benson  J.  LL.  D.,35 ;  letter 
of,  34. 

Lovell,  Albert  A.,  5,  6,  7,  38,  55,  60. 
01,62,04,05,67,72,  102;  ap- 
pointed to  collect  local  historical 
matter,  7. 

Lovell,  Cyrus,  74. 

liovering,  Willard,  agent  to  collect 
canal  tolls,  48. 

Lumber  business  of  Worcester,  pa- 
per by  EUery  B.  Crane,  13-33. 

Lumber  dealers  of  Worcester — 
Ayres,  Woodworth  &  Co.,  25. 
Baker,  Charles  &  Co.,  29. 
Ballard,  Marshall  S.,  30. 
Barnes,  A.  P„  25. 


112 


Lumber  dealers  continued — 
Bennett,  D.  &  J.,  22. 
Buffum,  Benjamin.  25. 
Butman,  Benjamin,  16. 
Butman,  Benjamin  &  Co.,  17. 
Chamberlin,  Joseph,  80. 
Chamberlin  &  Co.,  80. 
Clark,  John  F.,  22. 
Crane,  E.  B.  &  Co.,  31. 
Daniels,  WiUiam  P.,  30. 
Davidson,  J.  C,  38. 
Dixie,  E.  F.,  l^. 
•  Earle,  T.  &  O.  K„  26. 
Earle  &  Tenney,  26, 
Earle  &  Turner,  27, 
Fay,  Frederick  E.,  32. 
Foster,  Alfred  D wight,  17. 
French  &  Crane,  81. 
Gates,  George  A.,  28. 
Gates,  John  &  Co.,  28. 
Gates  &  Mavnard,  27. 
Garfield  &  Parker,  31. 
Goddard  &  Co.,  33. 
Goulding,  Eli,  27. 
Goulding,  Henry  &  Co.,  25. 
Gregory,  Joseph  E„  27. 
Hall,  Thomas  J.,  30. 
Hazens,  Messrs.,  31. 
Heard,  Nathan,  22. 
Henshaw,  Horatio  Gates,  16. 
Hewett,  Elbridge,  22. 
Heyyood,  Daniel,  20. 
Hooper,  John  W.,  30. 
Howe,  Hammond,  19, 
Howe,  Jackson  &  Co.,  19. 
Howe  &  Thaxter,  19. 
Hudson,  L.  R.  &  Ozias,  27. 
Kenney  &  Fay,  32. 
Kenney,  L.  C.  &  Co.,  32. 
Knight,  C.  B.,  30. 
Knight,  C.  B,  &  Co.,  33. 
Knight,  Goddard  &  Co.,  33. 
Merrifield,  Alpheus,  20. 
Merrifield,  William  T.,  21. 
Morse,  James  C,  25. 
Pratt,  Joseph  &  Co.,  24. 
Rice,  George  M.  &  Co.,  25. 
Sargent,  Frazier,  16. 
Sawyer,  William  H.,  30, 
Slocum,  Jonathan  L,,  26. 
StUes,  John  W.  &  Co.,  16. 
Thompson,  William  O.,  27. 
Waite,  Alvin  &  Co.,  24. 
Wright,  Charles  W.,  30. 


M 


Maccarty.  Rev,  Thaddeus,  17. 

Mann,  Albert  G.,  51,  81. 

Marble,  Edwin  H.,  6,  63,  64,  66,  81, 

98. 
March,  Andrus,  48, 
Marshall,  Elijah,  H.,  39,  62,  73. 
Mass.  Spy  1847,  extract  from,  50. 
Maynard,  William  G.,  28. 
Medals  and  coins  presented,  82« 
Medals  of  the  Revolution,  83. 
Members  elected,  6, 10, 11,  35,  40,  50. 

51,  52,  54,  55,  57. 
Members,  number  elected  in  1878,  60, 
Merrifield,  Alpheus,  20,  24. 
Merrifield,  Timothy,  30. 
Merrifield,  Walter  H.,  66. 
Merrifield,  William  T.,  21,  24, 
Merrill,  John,  6, 
Metcalf,  Isaac  N„  39,  55,  62, 
Morse,  James  C,  25. 
Munroe,  Alexander  C,  39. 


Xewcomb,  Henry  K.,  17. 
Nightingale,  Samuel,  9. 

O 

Officers,  1879,  3. 

Officers  elected,  64. 

O'Flynn,  Richard,  39,  62,  73,  81. 

Old  South  clock  hands  presented,  12. 


Paine  Collection  of  medals  and  coins, 

82. 
Paine,  Nathaniel,  40,  53,  63,  72,  82. 
Papers  read   before   the   Society   in 

1878,  59. 
Parker,  David  F., 
Pock,  Augustus  E.,  67. 
Pekins,  Nathan,  19. 
PeiTv,  Dea.  Samuel,  74. 
Perry,  William  S.  Jr.,  31. 
Phelps  collection  of  medals  and  coins, 

99. 
Phelps,  IIonr\%  10,  62,  Cy5,  84,  98,  99. 
Phillips,  Rev.*  George  W.,  38,  39. 
Plummer,  Israel,  35,  39,  40,  69,  71 ; 

hist*y  of  Blackstone  canal,  41, 50, 


o  NoTE.~Sainuel  E.  Staples  was  book  keeper  Ibr  Messrs.  T.  A  0.  K.  Earle,  fW)in  April,  1852, 
to  April,  1857,  and  was  a  member  of  that  firm  during  the  year  1854. 
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Pocumtuck  Valley  ARSOciation,  10.     ;  S 

Population  of  towns  in  1840  thrdugh 

which  runs  the  Ih-ovidence  and     Salary   of  Treasurer  of  Blackstone 


Worcester  railroad,  49. 

Population  of  Worcenter  in  1718,  14  ; 
179U,  1.");   1H20,  i;»;   1828,  19. 

Post- rider  from  Worcester  to  Provi- 
dence, 50. 

Pratt,  Joseph,  24. 

Presideiit's  annual  report,  58-62. 

Prince  Society,  of  Boston,  76. 

Printing  first  done  with   movable, 

metal  type,  77,  , ,  __- 

Proceedings,  annual  me»^t'g,  1879,  67.  '  Saw  Mils  in  Worcester,  15. 

Proceedings,  number  of,  5.       ,       _     Sawyer,  William  H.,  30,  32, 

Proceedings,  publication  of,  65.  e«-t^*  v^i^...,  u    co 

Providence  &  Worcester  Kailroad, 
charter  obtained,  49 ;  cars  com- 
menced running,  50. 


canal,  48. 
Salisburv,  Hon.  Stephen,   11,  16.  60, 

97.  ' 
Salisbury,  Stephen  Jr.,  52,  69  ;  letter 

of,  53. 
Sargent,  Frazier,  16. 
Sargent,  Joseph,  M.  D.,  19. 
Saunders,  Samuel,  49. 
Saw  Mill,  first  in   Worcester,   IS, 

second,  location  o^  14. 


Publications  of  the  Society,  2. 
Putnam  &  Davis,  11, 
Prouty,  A.  B.,  12,  81. 


K 


Ramshom  pond,  48. 
Randall,  WUliam,  49. 
Relics,  coins  and  curiosities,  report 
on,  81. 


Scott  Nelson  R.,  62. 
Scribner.  David,  19. 
Seagrave,  Daniel,  6, 10,  33, 38, 39, 51, 

53,  62,  64,  65. 
Secretary's  services  recognized,  61. 
Shumway,  Henry  L.,  62,  96. 
Slater,  Peter,  15. 
Slater,   Samuel  59 ;    sketch  of^  by 

Clark  Jillson,  8-10. 
Soldiers,  regular  army  and  volunteer, 

tribute  to,  59,  60. 
Smith,  Henry  M.,  55,63, 
Smith,  James  A.,  6,  61,  62,  63,  64,  65, 
Smith,  Stephen,  46. 


Resignation  of  Samuel  E.  Staples  as  i  Society,  work  for  the  future,  74. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


For   i88i. 


1^"°*^'' ]^^  HE  first  rcguliir  monthly  meeting  of  the 
f  T^  ^^  year  was  held  at  the  Hall  of  the  Society, 
?jl  E^  **"  Tuesday  evening,  January  4,  1881,  and 
'^■^^  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Mr. 
Ellery  B.  Crane. 

Present,  Messrs.  Clark  Jillson,  Shumway,  Ames, 
J.  A.  Smith,  Potter,  Staples,  Roe,  F.  C.  Jillson,  Sea- 
grave,  Lovell,  Marshall,  Metcalf,  Tucker,  Sumner, 
Paine,  Lee,  Dodge,  Barton  and  F.  P.  Rice — 20. 

The  oath  of  office  was  administered  to  Clerk  Shum- 
way and  Treasurer  Smith  by  the  Hon.  Clark  Jillson. 
The  President  in  assuming  the  duties  of  his  office 
made  the  following  addreaa: — 
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Members  of  The  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity : — ^Through 
the  change  of  certain  events  over  which  I  had  no  immediate 
control,  you  have  seen  fit  to  select  me  as  the  presiding  officer  of 
this  Association  for  the  year  1881 ;  an  honor  which  was  certainly 
not  expected,  and  a  position  which  I  feel  myself  illy  prepared  to 
occupy  ;  and  while  with  much  diffidence  I  accept  the  respousi 
bility  and  return  sincere  thanks  for  this  distinguished  mai'k  of 
your  esteem,  I  cannot  forget  the  valuable  services  rendered  this 
Society,  by  those  who  have  so  ably  filled  the  office  of  President 
in  times  past,  and  the  great  difficult}'  under  which  I  shall  labor, 
with  my  short  comings,  not  to  make  my  efforts  comparative 
failures. 

To  me  the  re-election  of  our  late  President  was  by  no  means 
a  surprise ;  but  his  prompt  and  unqualified  resignation  of  the 
office  was  a  complete  surprise,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  we 
were  so  summarily  deprived  of  the  valuable  services  of  one  so 
well  qualified  by  long  experience  as  a  presiding  officer,  and  in 
the  possession  of  such  rare  qualities,  so  essentially  needed  in  the 
chief  officer  of  this  Society.  I  trust,  howcA-er,  that  although  he 
declined  to  accept  the  office  of  President,  we  shall  continue  to 
have  the  aid  of  his  good  counsel  and  untiring  zeal. 

In  looking  over  m}'  morning  paper,  one  of  the  first  items  that 
impressed  me  was,  that  an  address  was  to  be  made  by  President 
Crane.  This  certainlj-  was  news,  for  that  was  my  first  intima- 
tion of  it,  but  I  consoled  myself  by  thinking  that  it  was  n  mis- 
print, the  fact  of  the  case  being,  that  the  President  had  sent  a 
notice  that  an  address  would  be  deliyered  this  evening,  meaning 
of  course  his  valedictor}',  and  that  the  adding  of  mj'  name  was 
a  most  serious  mistake.  Another  thought  that  impressed  me, 
was  the  need  and  existence  in  our  midst,  of  so  great  a  number 
of  societies,  I  say  need,  for  their  very  existence  proves  their 
necessit3\  Men  are  so  constituted  that  they  are  not  satisfied 
with  their  own  narrow  limitations.  Believing  in  progression, 
they  are  ever  striving  to  enlarge  the  circle  of  their  information 
and  usefulness.  From  their  varied  inclinations  and  sensibilities 
spring  up  these  varied  and  numerous  societies  of  which  there  are 
about  100  in  this  city.  Their  objects  are  mainly  to  promote 
Charity,  Sociability,  Education,  Temperance,  Development  and 
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Reformation.  Well  conducted  they  are  all  useful  agents  for 
good.  There  are  those  who  must  have  their  Debating  Clubs, 
Social,  Temperance,  Reform  and  Commonwealth  Clubs,  Masonic 
Conclaves,  Horticultural  and  Agricultural  Societies,  in  which 
they  are  helped  and  elevated. 

It  is  with  supreme  satisfaction ,  and  this  is  said  with  no  spirit 
of  boasting,  that  we  can  look  back  over  the  history  of  this  young 
organization.  Six  years  ago  this  present  month  was  held  the 
first  preliminary  meeting,  and  from  that  CA^ent  this  Society  dates 
its  existence.  There  was  no  ostentatious  display  at  its  birth, 
and  the  beginning  of  the  second  year  of  its  usefulness  found  but 
ttvelve  members  upon  its  official  register.  Firm  and  steady  has 
been  the  growth.  In  April,  1877,  thei*e  were  thMy -seven  name^ 
upon  the  roll,  while  we  begin  this  new  year  with  a  list  number- 
ing one  hundred  and  tiventy-six ;  88  active,  21  corresponding, 
1 7  honorar3\  So  well  were  the  foundations  laid  for  a  stable 
structure  that  not  a  single  backward  step  has  been  required. 
The  genuine  interest  and  manly  determination  everywhere  dis- 
pla^'cd  by  the  members  of  The  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity 
has  given  this  organization  a  well  deserved  prominence  among 
kindred  societies  throughout  the  country,  and  it  is  fair  to  con- 
jecture that  no  effort,  however  arduous  it  may  be,  will  be  spared 
to  retain  that  honorable  position. 

Our  first  publication  (No.  I.)  appeared  in  March,  1877,  and 
since  that  date  we  have  given  to  the  public  10  numbers,  each 
averaging  about  138  8vo.  pages,  containing  much  valuable  his- 
torical matter,  a  considerable  portion  of  which  is  now  to  be  found 
onlj'  in  the  publications  of  this  Societj*.  Surel}'  we  have  been 
so  far  true  to  the  objects  of  our  organization.  It  is  especially 
gratifying  to  thus  contemplate  the  progress  made  in  the  past, 
and  I  sincereh'  hope  that  our  growth  has  not  been  so  rapid  but 
that  the  future  may  give  us  a  picture  none  the  less  pleasing  to 
look  upon.  Certainly  never  were  our  prospects  more  promising 
than  now.  These  well  filled  shelves  and  this  crowded  room  are 
indeed  sj'mbols  of  prosperity  and  success.  The  Librarian  in- 
forms us  that  already  more  room  is  needed  to  enable  him  to 
displa}'  to  advantage  our  rapidly  increasing  collection  of  books 
and  curiosities,  a  fact  that  would  at  once  suggest  the  enlarge- 
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ment  of  oar  quarters,  necessitating  an  increase  of  the  annual 
expense.  Additional  room  would  certainly  be  a  most  welcome 
aquisition,  and  it  would  no  doubt  be  greatly  to  our  advantage  to 
have  it,  but  I  hope  that  careful  attention  will  be  given  to  the 
subject  before  any  action  is  taken  that  will  tend  to  increase  our 
running  expenses.  Perhaps  it  would  be  better,  for  this  year, 
to  be  considerably  crowded  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of 
friends,  than  to  crowd  our  friends  to  assist  in  paying  for  more 
spacious  rooms ;  however,  this  matter  is  in  3  our  hands,  and 
whichever  way  3'ou  may  decide,  will  no  doubt  tend  to  promote 
the  best  interests  of  the  Society. 

Our  monthly  meetings  have  always  been  one  of  the  chief  fea- 
tures of  this  organization.  They  are  exceedingly  social,  and< 
there  is  a  certain  amount  of  inspiration  to  be  derived  in  coming 
together  in  this  room  at  least  once  a  month  and  enjoying  a  brief 
discourse  on  some  subject  in  harmony  with  our  personal  relish 
or  in  the  interest  of  the  objects  of  the  Societ}'.  It  is  hoped  that 
every  member  will  value  these  meetings,  and  not  onl}'  be  pres- 
ent, but  contribute  in  every  way  possible  to  their  enjoj^ment. 
An  earnest  effort  will  be  made  to  have  something  in  the  form  of 
an  essay  read  before  the  Society  at  least  once  a  month  during 
the  year,  and  to  secure  such  a  result  I  would  invite  everj-  mem- 
ber to  contribute,  and  would  esteem  it  a  special  favor  if  those 
willing  to  so  contribute  would  hand  in  their  names  and  give  the 
time  when  the}'  can  be  called  upon. 

A  word  or  two  on  finance.  It  ought  to  be  said  to  the  credit 
of  our  Executive  Committee,  that  should  all  dues  to  the  Society, 
including  the  $3  tax  levied  for  the  year  1881,  be  paid  to  the 
Treasurer,  there  would  be  funds  sufficient  to  pay  all  probable 
obligations  for  the  present  year  and  leave  us  free  of  debt  Jan. 
1,  1882.  We  must  not  overlook  the  fact  that  our  success  as  a 
Society  has  been  mainly  due  to  the  united  exertions  of  individ- 
ual members,  and  that  by  our  own  hands  we  must  stand  or  fall. 
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Hon.  Byron  Weston  of  Dalton,  Mass.,  was  elected 
an  honorary  member ;  and  Theodore  C.  Bates,  Ed- 
gar W.  Warren  and  Reuben  Col  ton,  of  Worcester, 
and  Frank  F.  Starr  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  were 
elected  active  members. 

Mr.  Lovell  presented  resolutions  complimentary 
to  the  Hon.  Clark  Jillson  and  Mr.  Daniel  Seagrave 
upon  their  retirement  from  the  offices  of  President 
and  Secretary  in  which  they  had  so  ably  served 
the  Society.  They  were  unanimously  adopted  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  in  the  Proceedings  of  1880, 
where  thev  will  l)e  found.  Brief  remarks  were 
made  by  Messrs.  Roe,  Paine,  Jillson,  Seagrave,  Bar- 
ton, Potter  and  others,  and  after  some  unimportant 
discussion  upon  matters  pertaining  to  the  conduct 
of  the  Society,  the  meeting  was  adjourned. 


The  next  regular  meeting  was  held  Tuesday  eve- 
ning, Feb.  4,  President  Crane  in  the  chair.  Twenty- 
two  members  were  present.  Correspondence  from 
several  societies  and  institutions  and  the  following 
letter  from  the  Hon.  Byron  Weston  were  read : — 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusells, 

Council  Chamber. 

Boston^  Jan'y  19^  1881, 
Henry  L.  Siiumway,  Seo't'y  ; 

My  dear  sir: — Please  thank  "The  Worcester  Society  of 

Antiquity"  for  doing  me  the  honor  of  electing  me  an  Honorary 

Member.     I  appreciate  their  kindness  and  accept  with  great 

pleasure.     I  am,  dear  sir, 

Yours  trulv, 

BYRON  WESTON. 


14 

The  Committee*  appointed  at  the  December  meet- 
ing  for  procuring  additional  room,  made  a  report 
recommending  the  hiring  of  the  apartment  next  east 
of  the  one  occupied  by  the  Society.  The  report  was 
accepted  and  the  committee  authorized  to  engage 
the  room. 

Mr.  Thomas  A.  Dickinson  read  an  interesting 
sketch  of  the  life  of  Eleazer  Smith,  the  inventor  of 
the  Card-setting  Machine,  from  an  autobiographical 
manuscript  in  his  posession.  This  with  some  modi- 
fications is  here  printed.  Mr.  Dickinson  exhibited 
a  portrait  of  Mr.  Smith,  and  also  one  of  the  first 
machines  made  by  him. 


Sketch  of  the  life  of  Eleazer  Smith,  the  invenlor  of 
the  Card-Setting  Machine,  from  a  manuscript  written 
by  himself  about  the  year  1828, 


BY  TH0MA.8    A.  DICKINSON, 


During  the  revolutionary  war,  and  directly  after,  hand  cards 
for  carding  cotton  and  wool  were  made  in  a  few  places  in  New 
England,  including  Boston,  Framingham  and  Cumberland.  The 
process  of  manufacture  was  almost  wholly  by  hand.  In  1785, 
Edmund  Snow  began  the  manufacture  of  hand  cards  in  Leicester. 
In  1790,  Pliny  Earle  made  the  first  machine  cards  for  Samuel 
Slater.  The  holes  in  the  leather  numbering  1 00,000  were  prick- 
ed by  Mr.  Earle  with  two  needles  in  the  end  of  a  stick.  From 
this  commencement  the  business  of  card  making  rapidly  increased 
in  this  town  until  Leicester  became  the  great  center  of  the  trade 
in  this  country,  and  before  the  introduction  of  card  setting 
machinery,  cards  were  made  here  to  the  value  of  $200,000. 


*  Messrs.  Lovell,  Crane  and  Dodge. 
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Tlie  holes  were  pricked  in  the  leather  and  the  teeth  cut  and 
bent  by  a  machine  (of  which  we  have  one  here  to-night,  made 
by  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  for  Pliny  Earlc  &  Brother,  of  Lei- 
cester) and  all  set  in  by  hand,  giving  emplo3'ment  to  hundreds 
of  families  in  the  vicinity.  In  1837  there  were  17  Card  Facto- 
ries in  the  town  of  Leicester,  and  from  this  center  grew  the  other 
manufactories  which  were  started  about  this  time  in  Worcester, 
Enfield,  Philadelphia  and  other  places.  The  manuscript  from 
which  the  following  sketch  is  drawn,  was  obtained  from  Mr.  Eli- 
jah Thompscm,  of  Walpole,  (now  deceased)  who  was  with  Mr. 
Smith  during  his  last  sickness,  and  received  it  as  a  gift  fVom 
him.  It  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Thomas  A.  Dickinson  of 
Worcester.  It  is  written  in  Mr.  Smith's  own  hand,  plain  and 
distinct,  and  is  entire  with  the  exception  of  the  first  two  pages, 
whicn  relate  to  his  boyhood. 

He  was  born  in  Medfield,  Mass.,  April  1,  1754,  but  in  early 
life  removed  to  the  adjoining  town  of  Walpole.  His  house  and 
shop  which  stood  on  the  highest  elevation  of  land  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  Walpole,  and  one  of  the  finest  locations  in  the  town, 
was  long  since  demolished.  The  cellar  hole,  a  few  old  bricks 
and  some  old  poplar  trees  only  remain  to  mark  the  spot. 

His  education  was  simplj'  what  the  village  schools  of  those 
daj's  afforded.  He  was  a  good  reader,  possessed  a  very  reten- 
tive memory,  and  had  considerable  knowledge  of  astronomy, 
chemistry  and  botanj',  and  was  also  quite  skillful  in  certain 
branches  of  surgcr}'.  It  is  said  that  he  was  •frequently'  visited 
by  professional  gentlemen  among  whom  was  Dr.  Jackson,  of 
Boston.  But  it  was  in  mechanical  inventions  and  operations 
that  he  displaj'ed  his  greatest  genius.  When  a  boy  he  made  a 
wooden  spring  trap  for  catching  rabbits,  very  similar  to  the 
common  steel  trap  now  in  use. 

At  the  age  of  15  he  made  a  watch  complete,  the  case  being 
made  of  pewter.  He  sa3's ''The  construction  of  this  watch 
movement  was  so  calculated  that  it  had  to  beat  a  third  quicker 
than  common,  to  go  fast  enough,  until  I  put  in  a  crown  wheel 
with  a  less  number  of  teeth."  The  tools  which  he  used  consisted 
of  a  pocket  knife,  a  three-square  file  and  compasses.  The  watch 
he  presented  to  Mr.  Aaron  Wight,  of  Med  way.  who  was  so 
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much  pleased  with  his  ingenuitj-  that  he  gave  him  his  board  for 
four  months,  and  helped  him  make  tools  for  watch  and  clock 
making.  The  nest  3'ear  he  made  a  wooden  clock,  using  a  wine 
glass  for  the  bell,  the  wheels  being  made  af  apple-tree  wood. 

This  attracted  the  attention  of  one  Simon  Pett^e,  a  clock 
maker  of  Wrentham,  who  wished  to  take  3*oung  Smith  as  an 
apprentice,  but  his  father  could  not  spare  him,  nor  had  he  any 
faith  in  that  kind  of  business.  And  here  he  says  '^M}-  father 
found  so  much  of  my  time  employed  in  this  wa}'  that  he  deter- 
mined to  put  a  stop  to  it,  and  forbade  me  working  at  such  things, 
saying  that  it  was  no  profit  to  me.  1  soon  found  m3*self  embar- 
rassed, and  to  give  up  the  taste  for  these  things,  I  found  impos- 
sible ;  but  not  wishing  to  disobey  m}*  parents,  1  thought  if  I 
redeemed  time  and  did  nothing  for  m\'self  when  he  set  me  about 
other  business  that  it  would  not  be  criminal.  However,  this 
was  distasteful,  so  the  onlj'  means  was  to  steal  time  or  work  in 
secret,  which  I  did  man}-  an  hour  b}'  fire-light  in  the  evening." 

The  next  thing  which  he  speaks  of  is  a  wooden  gun  lock  which 
he  applied  to  a  stock  of  wood,  with  an  iron  barrel  in  the  inside. 
This  he  carried  on  training  daj's  much  to  the  amusement  of  the 
soldiers,  who  fired  it  a  great  number  of  times.  From  this  time 
to  the  commencement  of  the  revolutionary'  war,  his  desire  for 
Tuechanism  increased,  and  was  chiefly'  confined  to  clock  work. 
A  clock  which  he  made  about  this  time  is  now  running  in  Wal- 
pole,  Massachusetts.* 

"In  the  summer  of  1776,"  he  writes,  "there  was  a  requisition 
for  men  to  enlist  for  Ticonderoga,  and  as  the  soldiers  were  very 
loth  to  'list,  and  I  conceived  the  cause  of  liberty  to  be  good, 


•  This  clock  is  now  in  possession  of  Mr,  Lewis  Bowker,  of  Walpole  Mass. 
It  has  been  running  over  100  years,  keeps  good  time,  and  is  probably  the 
only  one  of  this  pattern  ever  made  by  Mr.  Smith.  The  construction  is  sim- 
ple and  curious.  The  workmanship  would  do  credit  to  any  clock  maker  of 
modem  times.  The  face  is  of  brass,  about  7  inches  in  diameter,  with  the 
figures  well  cut,  and  the  name  Eleazer  Smith  neatly  engraved  on  the  same. 

It  has  but  three  wheels,  and  pendulum  which  beats  seconds.  The  man- 
ner of  winding  is  peculiar,  the  key  being  inseited  through  the  arbor  on 
which  the  hands  move,  and  wound  once  in  24  hours. 
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induced  me  to  tr}'  the  military  life,  although  I  had  no  taste,  nei- 
ther had  I  a  constitution  for  the  task.     We  set  out  to  march 
the  29th  of  July,  and  reached  Ticonderoga  sometime  in  August. 
We  were  quartered  in  tents.     The  long  march  and  exposure 
brought  on  the  camp  trouble — dysentery — making  me  unfit  for 
duty.     While  in  the  hospital  one  of  the  company,  Ephraim 
Smith,  had  a  watch  which  was  out  of  order  and  would  not  go. 
This  I  repaired  with  my  pen-knife.     On  the  14th  of  September 
I  was  arrested  and  put  under  guard  for  passing  bad  money,  the 
bill  being  so  large  as  40  shillings,  'Sword  in  hand'  ^Massachu- 
setts,' that  I  did  not  pass  it  before,  and  had  forgotten  where  I 
had  taken  it.     While  in  prison  the  same  fellow  who  had  given 
me  the  bill  wtis  brought  in  for  a  like  crime.     In  a  moment  it 
brought  to  mind  the  circumstance  of  my  taking  the  bill  of  this 
man,  who  tended  store  for  one  Jones  who  lived  below  the  fort. 
When  brought  before  the  court  martial,  they  asked  me  if  I  knew 
it  was  a  counterfeit  bill?    1  told  them  yes,  but  did  not  know  it 
when  I  passed  it.     On  holding  it  to  the  light  they  showed  me 
that  it  had  been  scraped  out  '4  and  6  pence'  and  made  into  40 
shillings.'     I  told  them  of  the  man  I  had   taken   it  of,   whose 
name  was  Amos  Tonsle}',  then  under  guard*     This  man  was 
brought  in  and  denied  giving  me  the  bill,  sajing  that  he  could 
prove  that  I  told  him  I  could  not  tell  where  I  had  taken  the  bill, 
in  consequence  of  which  they  would  not  give  me  my  oath,  but 
condemned  me  to  be  guilty  of  passing  the  currency  of  Massa- 
chusetts, knowing  it  to  be  counterfeit.     I  pleaded  innocence  of 
the  charge  and  asked  them  to  enquire  of  the  Colonel  of  my 
regiment  about  my  character,  being  born  in  the  same  town  and 
well  acquainted  with  me.     They  asked  me  how  I  dared  to  call 
my  Colonel  to  support  my  villainy, — that  I  was  capable  of  doing 
it  bj-  examining  my  hand  writing,  and  because  I  could  mend 
watches  with  a  pen-knife.     So  I  was  sent  to  jail,  and  my  doom 
was  twice  read  in  general  orders.     Our  Lieutenant  was  sent  or 
came  to  me  desiring  me  to  own  it,  saying  I  should  fare  better 
if  I  did.     I  told  him  m^'  punishment  would  be  just  if  I  owned 
to  a  lie ;  that  I  was  willing  to  die  for  innocence,   but  did'nt 
thank  him  for  his  advice." 


18 

It  soon  became  evident  that  young  Smith  was  not  a  dangerous 
man,  and  he  was  allowed  considerable  liberty  about  the  fort,  and 
after  15  days  was  restored  to  his  rank. 

In  another  adventure  at  Ticonderoga,  he  came  near  being  shot 
as  a  deserter.  He  was  detailed  with  some  others  to  go  to  Crown 
Point  for  wheat  and  hay.  They  made  up  their  load  by  lashing 
two  boats  together,  and  returned  to  camp  quite  late.  The  others 
left  the  boat,  but  he  got  leave  to  sleep  on  the  ha.y  until  morn- 
ing. During  the  night  the  wind  came  up  and  drifted  him  out 
into  the  lake  a  mile  or  more.  ^'The  guard  boat  came  out  and 
hailed  me.  At  first  I  did  not  answer.  The  third  time  they  fired 
a  ball  near  my  head  which  waked  me  up.  I  expected  they 
would  help  me  off  but  they  would  not.  Being  near  the  middle 
of  the  lake,  and  finding  it  impossible  to  row  against  a  head  wind, 
and  seeing  no  signs  of  relief  and  being  hungr}-,  I  started  for  the 
opposite  shore,  where  near  the  land  a  boat  overhauled  me,  and 
we  returned  to  camp." 

After  this  he  was  drafted  to  go  on  a  secret  expedition  to 
Rhode  Island,  under  Capt.  Adam  Peters,  of  Medfield.  This  was 
contrary'  to  his  ideas  of  liberty,  and  while  stationed  at  the  house 
of  a  Quaker  in  Little  Compton,  he  conversed  with  them  on  the 
propriety  of  taking  arms.  The  Quakers  must  have  had  consider- 
able influence  upon  him,  for  he  seemed  never  to  have  previously- 
had  the  desire  to  run  away.  However,  he  says,  ''I  concluded 
to  go,  taking  this  resolution,  that  I  never  would  take  up  arms 
again.  I  escaped  safe  home,  and  have  never  taken  arms  since. 
I  wish  to  do  good  and  not  harm  to  my  fellow  creatures,  and  all 
mankind,  and  in  the  sequel  of  this  narrative  Shall  endeavor  to 
show  that  I  have  contributed  as  much  to  the  real  advantage  of 
the  communitj-  as  any  person  in  America." 

After  his  return  home,  and  during  the  war,  he  seems  to  have 
been  busy  at  work  inventing  machines  for  making  cards,  nails, 
tacks,  pins,  needles  &c.,  in  order,  he  says,  "to  do  without  Eng- 
land." His  father  was  something  of  a  Tory,  and  alwajs  dispu- 
ted the  possibility  of  doing  without  England,  on  account  of  all 
these  articles  which  were  brought  from  there. 

One  of  his  first  machines  after  his  return  home  was  for  ma- 
king solid  headed  pins,  and  also  drawing  the  wire  for  the  same. 
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In  one  day  he  made  1500  pins,  and  he  sa^'s  most  of  the  time  was 
spent  in  pointing  them  on  a  grindstone.  He  was  at  work  during 
this  time  for  John  Rogers,  of  Newton,  clock  maker.  Jeremiah 
Wilkinson,  of  Cumberland,  card  maker,  emplo3'ed  him  to  con- 
struct a  machine  for  making  card  teeth,  which  he  finished  in  one 
month,  capable  of  cutting  3  sorts  of  wire.  The  value  of  a  pair 
of  hand  cards  at  this  time  was  16  shillings.  This  machine,  he 
saj's,  answered  the  purpose  well,  and  he  soon  had  calls  from 
three  different  parties  who  wished  to  employ  him  to  construct 
like  machines. 

'*B3'  this  time,"  he  says,  '*!  found  great  difficultj'  in  doing 
work  to  my  mind  awa}'  from  home,  to  convince  people  where  I 
worked  of  the  necessity'  of  having  proper  tools  and  convenien- 
cies,  tlierefore  I  resolved  to  have  a  shop  of  my  own.  My  father 
consented  to  give  me  a  piece  of  wild  land  and  help  me  build  a 
house.  Everything  excepting  timber  and  stone,  in  the  line  of 
building  material,  was  scarce  and  high."  The  chimney  was 
made  of  stone  excepting  500  old  brick  which  he  obtained  from 
Boston  to  furnish  the  fire-place  and  oven.  "M}'^  building  being 
enclosed  and  all  the  implements  and  tools  I  had  collected  being 
moved  in,  and  likewise  two  of  m}-  sisters  to  keep  house." 

Necessaril}-,  in  building  his  house,  he  had  run  in  debt,  and 
here  the  great  troubles  of  his  life  commenced.  His  creditors 
pressed  him  continually  so  that  he  was  obliged  to  hire  out  b^'' 
the  day,  clearing  woodland  and  doing  farm  work,  the  price  of 
labor  then  being  about  3  shillings  per  day. 

About  this  time  Jonathan  Hale,  card  maker,  of  Framingham, 
heard  of  young  Smith,  and  being  pleased  with  his  ingenuity, 
offered  to  hire  him  and  help  pa}'  his  debts.  In  relation  to  his 
living  with  Hale,  he  says,  "I  worked  for  Hale  doing  anything 
he  could  not  get  done  by  other  men,  such  as  fixing  his  bark 
mill,  mending  cart  wheels,  improving  machines  for  making  card 
teeth  an<i  card  pritvliing  machines :  also  machines  for  making 
card  tacks  and  hand  card  boards  ;  and  a  varietv  of  other  busi- 
ness  too  tedious  to-  mention  or  remember.  Eighteen  months 
had  now  elapsed  and  I  had  not  began  the  Grand  Mdchme  to 
Stick  Cards.  Having  made  machines  for  bending  the  teeth, 
and  others  for  pricking  the  holes  in  the  leather,  for  several  years 
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he  had  maintaiued  the  idea  that  the  two  could  be  united  and 
made  into  one  machine  ;  and  it  here  appears  that  Hale  was  one 
of  the  few  men  who  at  that  time  had  an}'  faith  in  his  plans. 
While  in  the  emplo}'  of  Hale  he  worked  under  lock  and  kej',  in 
order  to  keep  him  away  from  the  sheriff,  Mr.  Hale  thinking  that 
man}'  of  his  debts  were  unjust  and  ought  not  to  be  paid. 

After  leaving  Hale,  in  1784,  his  attention  was  devoted  to  ma- 
chinery for  making  nails  from  cold  iron.  The  cutting  shears 
which  he  invented  at  this  time,  and  which  were  made  for  him  by 
Isaac  Cozzens,  of  Shcrborn,  afterwards  came  into  general  use. 
The  nail  machine  he  describes  very  minutely.  This  was  made 
before  any  patent  laws  existed  in  the  United  States. 

There  was  an  agreement  between  Hale  and  Smith  relating  to 
the  card  sticking  machine^  and  Hale  becoming  somewhat  dis- 
couraged, offered  to  give  up  his  right  in  the  machine  for  £30. 
As  soon  as  Smith  had  settled  this  matter  he  was  sent  for  by  one 
Giles  Richards,  of  Boston,  who  was  then  forming  a  company 
for  the  manufacture  of  cards.  This  company-  consisted  of  Giles 
Richards,  Andrew  and  Gershom  Cutler,  William  and  Amos 
Whittemore.  Mr.  Smith  worked  for  this  compan}'  a  3'ear  and 
nine  months,  making  improvements  in  card  making  machineiy. 
While  here  he  invented  a  press  drill,  which  was  adopted  at  that 
time  as  being  the  best. 

In  the  autumn  of  1789,  when  Gen.  Washington  visited  Boston, 
he  was  invit.ed  to  visit  the  factory,  and  see  the  process  of  canl 
making.  In  relation  to  this,  Mr.  Smith  sa^'s  that  some  one  got 
into  the  factory  and  so  disarranged  the  machine  that  it  would 
not  operate  well.  Nevertheless,  it  attracted  Washington's  atten- 
tion more  than  all  he  had  seen  in  his  travels,  and  he  inquired 
who  made  it,  and  whether  he  was  AmeHcan  born. 

After  his  return  from  Boston  he  became  very  much  del)ilitated, 
occasioned  by  close  application  and  stud}'.  The  next  machine 
of  which  he  speaks,  was  an  improvement  which  he  made  in  the 
nail  machine,  to  cut  nails  with  the  grain  of  the  iron  and  feed 
itself.  This  occupied  the  whole  of  a  year.  Sometime  after  this 
while  he  was  at  work  building  a  machine  for  making  card  teeth, 
he  says  "I  was  visited  by  'Col.  Thomas  Denny,  of  Leicester, 
who  paid  me  10  dollars  "earnest,"  and  afterwards  gave  me  83 
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dollars  for  it  In  179;")  Jacob  Perkins,  of  Ncwburj'port,  sent 
for  me  to  work  for  him  in  his  brad  works.  I  found  he  claimed 
the  cutting  of  nails  from  cold  iron  upon  the  same  principle  I  had 
made  in  1784.  I  would  not  consent  to  give  up  my  right  to  the 
invention  and  so,  after  working  6  daj's,  returned  home,  receiv- 
ing 10  dollars  and  a  bogus  order  for  16  shillings.  It  was  said 
by  Perkins  that  m}-  first  da^-'s  work  in  fitting  his  machine,  earned 
him  70  dollars  clear  profit.  On  my  return  home  1  called  to  see 
William  Whittemore  in  Boston,  who  asked  me  if  I  thought  it 
possible  to  make  a  machine  to  stick  cards?  I  told  him  yes,  and 
that  I  intended  to  finish  mine  as  soon  as  I  had  mone}'  of  my  own 
to  do  it." 

It  appears  from  his  conversation  with  Mr.  Whittemore  at  this 
time,  and  also  from  the  fact  that  he  was  visited  from  time  to 
time  b}'  members  of  this  compan}',  that  Mr.  Smith  mistrusted 
that  Amos  Whittemore.  who  was  the  chief  mechanic  in  the  con- 
cern, was  at  work  on  the  card  sticking  machine.  Mr.  Smith 
had,  at  this  time,  his  machine  in  process  of  construction,  which 
consisted  of  an  iron  bed-plate  about  24  inches  square,  with 
wrought  iron  posts  for  the  centers  and  working  parts. 

The  storj'  told  by  some  of  the  old  inhabitants  of  Walpole  with 
whom  I  have  conversed,  is  that  Mr.  Smith  completed  his  ma- 
chine so  far  as  to  be  able  to  set  the  teeth  straight  through  the 
leather.  Amos  Whittemore  at  the  same  time  was  at  work  on  a 
similar  machine,  and  occasionally  visiting  Mr.  Smith,  getting  all 
the  information  desired,  and  applying  it  to  his  machine.  Mr. 
Smith's  suspicion  being  aroused,  he  questioned  Mr.  Whittemore 
if  he  was  not  then  building  a  Card  Sticking  Machine,  which  he 
denied,  and  promised  he  never  would.  However,  Mr.  Whitte- 
more completed  his  machine,  by  putting  on  the  second  bend, 
and  immediately  applied  for  a  patent.     This  was  in  1797. 

It  is  very  evident  that  the  idea  originated  with  Mr.  Smith, 
for  15  3'ears  previous  to  the' year  1797,  he  had  in  his  mind  the 
combination  of  the  two  machines,  and  intended  some  day  to 
complete,  as  he  called  it,  the  Grand  Machine  to  Stick  Cards, 
It  is  also  evident  that  the  card  makers  .of  that  time  'who  knew 
Mr.  Smith,  and  also  his  fellow  townsmen,  were  looking  to  him 
as  the  onl^'  man  capable  of  completing  the  machine. 
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In  relation  to  the  machine  patented  by  Whittemore,  in  1797, 
Mr.  William  B.  Earle,  now  living  in  Needham,  82  ^-ears  old  and 
blind,  who  was  one  of  the  first  to  improve  the  card  setting  ma- 
chine, says:  "It  was  crude,  rude  and  imperfect.  No  material 
improvement  was  made  upon  it,  nor  was  the  price  of  cards  re- 
duced during  the  25  3'ears  in  which  its  use  was  confined  exclu- 
sively to  the  Whittemore  family."  Cards  were  made  by  hand 
up  to  the  year  1828. 

It  is  evident  tliat  the  treatment  which  Mr.  Smith  received 
from  the  Whittemore  Company,  and  the  fact  of  their  obtaining 
the  patent  on  the  machine,  had  a  depressing  effect  upon  him  for 
several  years.  Still  he  completed  his  machine,  but  never  deri- 
ved any  benefit  from  it.  He  originated  and  improved  nmn3' 
other  machines,  especially  that  for  cutting  nails  from  cold  iron  ; 
and  also  one  for  making  wrought  nails.  One  of  his  inventions, 
on  which  he  obtained  a  patent  in  1808,  was  a  machine  for  trim- 
ming straw  braid.  Others  profited  bj-  this,  chief  among  wliom 
was  Dr.  Nathaniel  Miller,  of  Franklin.  The  machine  for  pres- 
sing straw  bonnets,  which  was  \ised  for  3*ears  in  the  manufacto- 
ries of  Medfield  and  vicinity,  was  invented  by  him.  It  is  belie- 
ved that  none  of  his  townsmen  ever  availed  themselves  dishonor- 
ably of  his  inventions. 

Mr.  Smith  was  of  an  honest,  frank  and  candid  disposition, 
always  ready  to  communicate  his  ideas  and  plans ;  but  it  is  said 
in  this  respect,  that  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  became 
more  cautious  and  reserved,  especiall}'  during  his  last  .years, 
when  he  had  in  mind  a  machine  for  braiding  straw,  which  he  did 
not  live  to  complete.  When  at  work  upon  some  new* machine 
he  would  often  spend  da3'8  and  nights  in  his  shop  without  allow- 
ing himself  time  to  rest  or  eat,  much  to  the  detriment  of  his  health. 

His  extreme  bashfnlness  when  a  bo}',  he  sa3's,  worked  very 
much  to  his  disadvantage  in  love  matters,  often  making  him  a 
subject  of  ridicule,  but  did  not  discourage  him  or  cause  him  to  re- 
linquish his  taste  for  mechanical  pursuits.  Like  many  inventors 
and  benefactors  of  our  race,  he  was  poor.  With  a  family  of  five 
or  six  children  dependent  upon  him,  his  life  was  a  constant 
struggle,  he  often  being  obliged  to  hire  out  by  the  day  or  month 
doing  farm  work,  to  enable  him  to  support  them. 
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He  died  in  Walpole,  March  9,  1836,  aged  82  years.  In  1854 
an  effort  was  made  by  the  Selectmen  of  the  town,  to  erect  a 
monument  to  his  memorj',  but  without  success.  Since  then  a 
plain  marble  slab  has  been  erected  in  the  Walpole  Rural  Cem- 
etery, to  mark  tlie  spot  where  lies  one  of  the  greatest  geniuses 
America  ever  produced. 


<••»» 


The  reading  of  this  paper  was  followed  by  an  in- 
formal discussion  in  which  Mr.  Samuel  W.  Kent,  for 
many  years  a  Card  Machine  manufacturer  in  Wor- 
cester, Messrs.  Knight,  Staples,  Dickinson,  Shumway 
and  H.  M.  Smith  participated. 


The  next  regular  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday 
evening,  March  1,  the  President  in  the  chair;  twenty- 
live  members  and  visitors  were  present.  Mr.  Ham- 
mond W.  Hubbard  was  elected  an  active  member. 

Mr.  Henry  M.  Smith  then  read  a  paper  entitled 
"il  History  of  Cold  Winters^'  which  was  full  of  val- 
uable statistical  information  and  interesting  details 
of  severe  winters  in  the  past,  carefully  selected  and 
admirably  arranged.  Remarks  upon  the  same  were 
made  by  the  Rev.  George  Allen,  whose  memory, 
covering  full  four  score  years,  was  vivid  in  recollec- 
tions of  the  old-time  winters.  He  was  followed  by 
Messrs.  Tolman,  Crane,  Jill'son  and  Sprague. 
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The  April  meeting  was  held  on  the  evening  of 
Tuesday  the  5th,  President  Crane  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  William  H.  Bartlett  gave  his  ^'Personal  Rec- 
ollections of  the  Louisiana  Campaign  of  1863." 

This  paper  was  a  well  written  and  interesting 
narration  of  the  exciting  scenes  witnessed  by  the 
writer  as  a  member  of  the  48th  Regt.  It  was  listen- 
ed to  with  much  pleasure.*  Adjournfed  for  two  weeks. 


A  special  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday  evening, 
April  19,  in  commemoration  of  the  Battle  of  Lexing- 
ton. President  Crane  presided,  and  40  members  and 
visitors  were  present.  Mr.  Alfred  S.  Roe  read  a 
paper  entitled  ^^ Three  April  Dat/Sj'  comprising  his- 
torical sketches  of  April  19,  1689,  April  19,  1775, 
and  April  19,  1861.  This  paper,  carefully  prepared 
and  eloquently  delivered,  was  listened  to  with 
marked  attention. 


*  The  Committee  on  Publication  would  gladly  have  printed  this  paper, 
which  was  one  of  the  best  ever  presented  at  our  meetings,  had  not  Mr. 
Bartlett  intended  to  make  further  use  of  it. 


THREE  APRIL  DAYS. 


BY  ALFRED  S.  ROE. 


Do  NOT  be  misled  by  my  title  into  thinking  that  I  am  to  discourse 
upon  the  beauties  of  Spring,  or  to  enlarge  upon  the  manifold 
pleasures  of  the  vernal  season ;  for  it  is  not  of  Nature  that  I 
would  discourse  to-night,  but  of  man  and  his  deeds.  It  ie  with 
reference  to  our  own  Old  Baj*  State  and  her  interesting,  nay, 
thrilling  history  I  would  deal ;  and  your  attention  is  asked  as 
we  glance  along  through  many  3'ears  and  tr}*  to  find  wherein 
Massachusetts  is  especially  interested  in  Three  April  Days. 

We  reckon  time  by  years,  decades,  centuries,  cycles,  accord- 
ing as  we  speak  of  ourselves,  the  state  or  the  earth.  Massachu- 
setts has  passed  into  that  age  when  she  can  reckon  her  years  in 
centuries  ;  but  her  interesting,  recurring  j-ear  is  not  one  of  the 
hundreds.  It  is  less  by  several  3'ears,  and  its  anniversary  falls 
in  April,  on  the  19th,  the  day  whose  evening  finds  us  gathered 
here.  Palfre}-  in  his  preface  to  the  third  volume  of  the  History 
of  New  England  says:  "In  the  History  of  New  England,  there 
are  chronological  paralelisms,  not  unworthy  of  remark.  Some 
critu'.al  events  in  it  were  just  a  century  apart.  In  1665,  the 
courtiers  tried  her  temper  with  Lord  Clarendon's  Commission  ; 
in  176;'),  they  tried  it  with  Mr.  George  Grenville's  Stamp- Act. 
In  1675  began  the  attack  on  her  freedom,  which  I  have  record- 
ed in  this  volume  ;  in  1 775  began  the  invasion  which  led  to  her 
independence  of  Great  Britain.  But  the  cycle  of  New  England 
is  eighty-six  3'ear8.     Massachusetts  having  been  betrayed  to  her 
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enemies  bj'  her  most  eminent  and  trusted  citizen,  Joseph  Dud- 
ley, the  people,  on  the  19th  day  of  April,  1689,  committed  their 
prisoner,  the  deputy  of  the  Stuart  King,  to,  the  fort  in  Boston, 
which  he  had  built  to.  overawe  them.  Another  eighty-six  years 
passed,  and  Massachusetts  had  been  betrayed  to  her  enemies  by 
her  most  eminent  and  trusted  citizen,  Thomas  Hutchinson,  when, 
at  Lexington  and  Concord,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1775,  her 
farmers  struck  the  first  blow  in  the  War  of  American  Independ- 
ence. Another  eighty -six  years  ensued,  and  a  domination  of 
slaveholders,  more  odious  than  that  of  Stuarts  or  of  Guelphs, 
had  been  fastened  upon  her,  when,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1861, 
the  streets  of  Baltimore  were  stained  by  the  blood  of  her  soldiers 
on  their  way  to  uphold  liberty  and  law  by  the  rescue  of  the 
National  Capitol."  These,  then,  are  my  Three  April  Days,  and 
the  above  thought  of  Palfrey  my  text.     April  19th, 

1689,  iTTo,  1861. 

The  events  which  these  davs  witnessed  have  modeled  us  a 
people,  and  made  us  a  nation.  These  days  followed  each  other 
in  logical  as  well  as  chronological  order.  Without  the  first, 
neither  the  second  nor  the  third  could  have  existed.  Deprived 
of  the  deeds  of  these  days,  we  know  not  what  degree  of  abase- 
ment we  might  have  sufi'ered,  and  the  mind  shrinks  from  the 
contemplation  of  what  might  be  our  present  condition.  But 
Massachusetts  soil  is  sterile.  The  skeleton  of  mother  earth  lies 
extremely  near  the  surface.  Men,  here,  must  delve  early  and 
work  late  to  obtain  from  the  land  a  maintenance.  The  manual 
labor  necessar}'  to  win  from  the  earth  a  living,  earlj'  fixed  in  the 
minds  of  Massachusetts  people  an  utter  abhorrence  of  all  that 
would,  in  the  least,  detract  from  the  rights  of  self  government. 
The  acts  which  had  hardened  the  muscles  of  the  body  had  made 
equally  inflexible  the  New  England  character.  Men  of  more 
genial  climes  might  submit  to  grinding  despotism,  but  the  sturdy 
Anglo-Saxon  who  might,  hiniself,  have  been  one  of  CromwelFs 
Ironsides,  found  the  soil  of  this  new  home  even  more  conducive, 
than  that  of  his  old,  to  the  vigorous  assertion  of  his  rights,  and 
we  see  him  resisting  the  demands  of  a  tyrannous  and  ai>ostate 
King.     And  while  James  was  seeking  safety  in  the  Court  of  the 
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Grand  Monarchy  his  miserable  minion  Andros  was  seized  and 
shut  up  in  the  very  fort  which  he  had  built  to  overawe  the  town 
of  Boston, — ^the  tragedy  of  Haman  repeated. 

But  another  king  and  another  deputy  sought  to  once  more 
lay  the  hand  of  oppression  on  Massachusetts  men,  and  again 
these  men  rebelled  and,  at  Concord  and  Lexington,  in  the  "Shot 
heard  'round  the  world,"  did  service  for  themselves,  for  civiliza- 
tion, for  humanity.  And  then  that  later  day !  Even  now  our 
blood  tingles  at  the  thought.  The  events  are  not  so  far  away 
that  we  cannot  recall  them  all,  and  in  the  memory  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts ^^ Sixth"  exult  over  the  proud  privilege  of  the  Old 
Commonwealth.     Thus  seriatim.     Now  to 

K'pril  19,  1689. 

A  Stuart  king  was  on  the  throne  of  England  when  the  May- 
flower put  out  on  her  memorable  voyage.  That  First  James, 
who  was  a  marvel  of  wisdom  and  of  folly,  and  who  surprised  all 
b}'  the  abundance  and  variety  of  his  knowledge,  and  equally 
disgusted  all  b}'  his  egotism  and  pedantry,  fully  merited  his 
cognomen  of  the  "wisest  fool  in  Europe."  To  escape  him  and 
such  as  him,  our  Pilgrim  and  Puritan  ancestors  sought  refuge 
in  this  new  world.  His  unhappy  son  was  sovereign  when  the 
Arbella  weighed  anchor  and,  sailing  from  Cowes,  bore  into 
Massachusetts  Bay  the  germs  of  the  colony,  which,  with  the  one 
at  Plymouth,  was  to  undo  tyrann}'  and  to  make  a  home  for  the 
oppressed  of  all  nations.  They  sought  and  obtained  certain 
priveleges  in  their  Charter.  They  were  practically  self  govern- 
ing. They  constituted  almost  the  ideal  Democracy  ;  perfect,  bar- 
ring some  suffrage  restrictions.  They  were  guaranteed  by  their 
Ro3'al  Charter,  the  power  forever  of  electing  their  own  Governor, 
Deput}'  Governor  and  assistants,  to  make  laws  and  ordinances 
not  repugnant  to  those  of  England,  for  their  own  benefit  and 
the  government  of  persons  inhabiting  their  territory.  The  peo- 
ple had  left  England  when  the  latter  was  most  prosperous,  and 
their  only  grievance  was  the  inability  to  hold  the  religious  belief 
agreeable  to  themselves.  Coming  to  Massachusetts,  they  held 
their  lands  by  as  good  a  title  as  that  by  which  they  had  possessed 
•  their  English  farms.     Of  course,  then,  this  Charter  was,  in  every 
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sense,  their  Palladium,  and  to  it  they  clung  with  the  utmost 
tenacity,  but  from  an  early  date,  there  arose  a  contest,  on  the 
part  of  the  home  government  to  recall  it,  and,  on  that  of  the 
Colony  to  retain  the  same.  The  home  government  felt  that  it 
had  accorded  too  much  to  the  colonists  ;  the  latter  were  deter- 
mined to  retain  all  they  had. 

In  1635,  they  determined  to  resist  a  Royal  Governor  should 
one  be  sent  from  England.  The  fort  on  Castle  Island  was 
ordered  perfected  and  a  tower  set  up  on  Beacon  Hill  that,  dan- 
ger from  an  attack  arising,  the  country  might  be  alarmed. 
Confusion  ensued  in  the  English  Court.  Charles  soon  found 
enough  to  occupy  himself  on  his  own  soil,  though  in  1638  there 
came  an  order  for  the  instant  return  of  the  Charter  to  England, 
on  which  the  General  Court,  after  some  months  of  pondering, 
concluded  to  send  a  letter  of  excuses  for  not  complj'ing.  Win- 
throp's  reply  is  worthy  of  perusal,  setting  forth  as  he  does  the 
reasons  for  the  retention  of  the  document.  And  even  when 
England  had  deposed  her  King,  and  Cromwell  ruled,  our  Colon}' 
was,  in  no  wa}',  disposed  to  recognize  the  supremacy  of  English 
authority.  When,  in  1 651,  Parliament  desired  the  return  of  the 
old  Charter  and  the  taking  of  a  new  one  and  that  thereafter 
government  should  be  administered  in  its  name,  the  wilj-  colon- 
ists took  a  whole  3'ear  to  fashion  their  repl}',  still  manifesting  a 
commendable  unwillingness  to  walk  into  the  English  spiders* 
parlor. 

When  the  "Merry  Monarch"  or  Charles  the  11.  came  to  the 
throne  he  was  pleased  to  renew  all  the  power  of  the  original 
Charter^  though  he  added  a  dash  of  bitter  to  his  sweet  by  enjoin- 
ing the  Colony  to  require  the  oath  of  allegience  and  that  thence- 
forward Justice  should  be  administered  in  his  name.  Accord- 
ingly the  Colonists  published  the  ''King's  Missive"  and  then  *'did 
as  they  were  a  mind  to."  In  1665  came  the  first  Royal  Com- 
mission. Clarendon  had  sent  this  to  reduce  the  obnoxious 
Puritans  to  a  proper  cbndition  of  humility.  Charles  had  grant- 
ed the  territory  between  the  Connecticut  and  the  Delaware  to 
his  brother,  the  Duke  of  York,  and  here  we  may  say  the  trouble 
began.  We  must  pass  over  the  debates  between  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Colony  and  its  Royal  Commission,  though  the  latter 
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found  itself  beaten  at  all  points,  and  finall}-  retired  completely 
discomfited.  At  last  England  despairing  of  the  return  of  the 
Charter,  instituted  Chancery  proceedings  and  in  1G84  obtained 
a  decree  vacating  the  Charter,  Massachusetts  by  no  act  of  her 
own  was  humbled.  She  lapsed  into  her  first  estate.  Her  terri- 
tor}'  now  was  as  thoroughlj'  that  of  the  King  of  England  as  when 
discovered  by  the  Cabots.  In  the  same  j'ear,  Colonel  Kirke,  of 
subsequent  West  of  England  notoriety',  was  appointed  the  first 
Roj'al  Governor ;  but  his  Ro^-al  Masters  found  too  much  for  him 
to  do  in  England  to  spare  him  from  home,  so  Massachusetts 
was  spared  the  infliction  of  his  presence.  A  recreant  and  mis- 
creant son  of  Massachusetts,  Joseph  Dudlc}',  became  the  tool 
of  oppression  under  the  title  of  President. 

The  3ear  1686  was  just  closing  when  Sir  Edmund  Andros 
landed  in  Boston.  During  two  and  a  third  years  of  his  stay  in 
tlie  Colony  he  succeeded  in  making  his  name  more  hateflil  than 
that  of  any  man  who  had  preceded  him  on  these  shores,  and 
moreover  a  synonj'm  for  tyrann}'  through  all  time.  James  11. 
had  made  Andros  Governor  of  New  England  with  the  expecta- 
tion that  the  recalcitrant  colonists  would  now  submit ;  but  the 
l)ed  to  which  Andros  had  been  commended  was  not  one  of  roses. 
He  early  set  himself  about  carr3'ing  into  effect  the  same  plans 
which  had  rendered  his  Master  so  distasteful  to  the  people  of  old 
England.  He  claimed  that  every  foot  of  Massachusetts  soil  was 
the  King's,  and  the  latter  might  oust  the  present  occupants 
whenever  he  chose.  More  than  that,  Massachusetts  men  were 
not  entitled  to  the  immunities  of  Englishmen  ;  that  they  were 
dependencies  on  the  British  Crown,  a  collection  of  Lazaruses, 
so  to  speak.  Andros  was  the  fit  tool  of  a  most  despicable  crea- 
ture ;  b^'  far  the  worst  of  his  erring  line.  He  scrupled  at  noth- 
ing that  wouhl  enhance  his  own  or  James's  power.  His  deputed 
power  was  almost  absolute.  Hostile  to  the  prevailing  religion 
of  the  colony,  he  was  anxious  that  prelacy  should  be  supreme. 
Judge  Sewall  says  that  sixty  Red-Coats  attended  Andros  when 
he  landed  at  Long  Wharf  and  was  escorted  by  the  citizens  to  the 
head  of  King,  now  State  street. 

Dudley,  the  late  President,  became  a  judge  of  the  Superior 
Court.     Mandates  were   sent  to  the   various  towns  and   the 
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Commissioners  or  Selectmen  failing  to  comply  with  the  demands 
were  liable  to  punishment  by  fine.  The  Meeting-house  of  Bos- 
ton was  opened  for  Episcopal  service,  when  there  were  no  Epis- 
copal worshippers .  All  public  records  of  the ' '  late  G  o vernmen t" 
were  directed  to  be  brought  to  Boston.  Wills  had  to  be  pro- 
bated and  mortgages  registered  in  Boston,  where  enormous  fees 
were  charged.  The  fonn  of  taking  oaths  was  changed  from  the 
Puritanic  uplifting  of  the  hand  to  the  (to  them)  idolatrous  kiss- 
ing of  the  Bible.  The  imposition  of  taxes  was  whollj'  arbitrary, 
and  citizens  were  obliged  to  take  out  new  patents  for  lands  they 
had  held  by  purchase,  in  some  instances,  from  the  natives. 

Many  of  the  towns  refused  to  comply  with  the  Governor's 
exactions  and  hence  followed  trials  where  juries  were  packed  in 
the  most  flagrant  manner.  To  Mr.  Wise,  on  trial,  Dudley 
said,  "You  must  not  think  that  the  laws  of  England  follow  you 
to  the  end  of  the  earth,"  and  moreover  that  he  had  no  other 
privileges  left  than  not  to  be  sold  as  a  slave.  Andros  gave  out 
that  titles  might  be  confirmed  by  application  to  him  and  the 
payment  of  quitrents.  A  man  venturing  to  disregard  this  edict 
was  liable  to  be  dispossessed  at  any  moment,  asy  in  fact,  many 
were.  The  other  New  England  colonies  gradually  fell  in  with 
the  rule  of  Andros  and  endorsed  the  same  with  tolerable  resig- 
nation ;  but  at  no  time  was  the  feeling  towards  him  in  Massa- 
chusetts other  than  that  of  abhorrence.  Tradesmen  were  com- 
pelled to  restrict  their  buying  and  selling  to  their  own  towns. 
Heavy  imposts  were  laid  for  the  sake  of  increasing  his  Majesty's 
Revenues.  Only  one  town  meeting  would  on  any  pretext,  be 
allowed  during  the  year. 

Matters  went  from  bad  to  worse  till  finally  Increase  Mather 
was  sent  to  England  to  endeavor  to  obtain  some  redress  for  the 
Colony's  many  wrongs.  The  time  of  Andros  was  spent  in  mak- 
ing semi-royal  progresses  through  his  dominions,  now  extend- 
ing from  the  St.  Croix  to  the  Delaware,  and  in  finding  new 
measures  to  oppress  his  devoted  subjects.  The  birth  of  a 
Prince  of  Wales  was,  by  him,  greeted  with  the  utmost  joy  and 
the  proclamation  of  a  day  of  Thanksgiving.  Mather,  mean- 
while was  laying  siege  to  James's  ear,  but  with  little  success, 
the  King  being  willing  to  make  a  show  of  sympathy  while  in 
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reality  his  heart  was  harder  than  Pharoah*^.  But  the  end  was 
approaching,  though  more  than  three  and  a  half  months  had 
passed  since  the  night  when  P^ngland's  King  had  slj'ly  slipped 
out  of  his  bed-chamber,  carrying  his  country's  Seal  which  he 
spitefully  threw  into  the  Thames  in  his  flight.  James  had  taken 
up  his  residence  at  St.  Germain's  while  the  hand  of  Andros  was 
tolerated  in  New  England.  The  crisis  was  impending,  though 
this  English  Egyptian  softened  not  his  heart,  nor  for  a  mo- 
ment relaxed  his  grasp.  The  train  was  laid  and  the  explo- 
sion at  hand  when,  on  April  4th,  there  came  a  man,  named 
Winslow,  bringing  the  proclamation  of  William  of  Orange  -  on 
landing  in  England.  The  unoertaint}'  of  affairs  in  the  Old  Coun- 
try was  doubtless  all  that  had  prevented  this  uprising  months 
before.  Two  weeks  elapsed  after  Winslow's  coming  and  Andros 
had  taken  refuge  in  Fort  Hill,  where  without  an}'  note  of  visible 
preparation,  on  the  18th  of  April,  Boston,  at  an  early  hour  was 
all  astir.  It  was  Thursda}'.  The  weekly  lecture  at  the  First 
Church  had  brought  a  concourse  from  the  neighboring  towns. 
At  the  north  end  of  the  town  it  was  reported  that  there  was  an 
uprising  at  the  south  and  vice  versa.  At  nine  o'clock  the  drums 
beat  throughout  the  town  and  the  ensign  was  set  up  on  Beacon 
Hill.  The  old  magistrates  were  escorted  to  the  Council  Cham- 
ber, and  the  roj'al  officers  were  arrested  and  put  in  gaol.  At 
noon  was  proclaimed  the  ''Declaration"  of  the  gentlemen,  mer- 
chants and  inhabitants  of  Boston,  and  of  the  territory  adjacent. 
The  declaration  concludes  with  these  words :  ''We  do  therefore 
seize  upon  the  persons  of  those  few  ill  men  who  (next  to  our 
sins)  have  been  the  grand  authors  of  our  miseries.  *  *  *  * 
We  commit  our  enterprise  unto  the  blessing  of  Him  who  hears 
the  crj'  of  the  oppressed."  Palfrey  thinks  this  declaration  the- 
work  of  time,  prepared  a  long  while  before,  awaiting  the  proper 
moment  for  its  promulgation,  and  that  Cotton  Mather  was  its 
author.  At  two  o'clock  the  town  was  full  of  soldiers,  the  signal 
on  Beacon  Hill  having  done  its  work.  Charlestown  held  several 
hundred  men  waiting  all  opportunity  to  cross.  Andros  had  sent 
a  messenger,  desiring  a  conference  with  the  principal  citizens  ; 
but  his  request  was  denied,  while  he  himself  was  summoned  to 
surrender  all  his  powers  on  penalty  of  having  the  fort  knocked 
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to  pieces  about  his  ears.  The  frigate  Rose,  lying  in  the  harbor, 
made  read}'  for  a  fight ;  her  commander  declaring  he  would  die 
before  he  would  surrender ;  but  his  boat  sent  to  the  shore  to 
bring  off  Andros  and  his  attendants  was  seized  and  its  crew 
disarmed.  Speedy  work  was  now  done.  Mr.  Nelson  arran- 
ged his  men  on  two  sides  of  the  fort  and  pointed  his  can- 
non at  the  same.  The  Governor  was  convinced  that  discretion 
was  the  better  part  of  valor  and  so  unconditionally  surrendered  ; 
his  attendants,  most  of  them  going  to  gaol  and  he,  under  a 
strong  guard  to  the  house  of  Usher.  So  ends  the  Idth  of  April. 
A  grand  day's  work.  The  frigate  as  good  as  surrendered. 
The  castle  was  given  up,  and  on  the  19th  of  April,  1689,  the 
willing  tool  of  England's  last  Stuart  king  was  immured  in  the  fort. 
It  is  not  unworthv  of  record  that,  like  a  famous  man  of  later 
times,  he  tried  to  make  his  escape  in  female  apparel ;  but  was 
discovered  as  in  the  more  modern  instance  by  his  feet.  It  is  a 
difficult  thing  for  the  Devil  and  his  devotees  to  hide  their  hoofs. 
The  first  period  of  Massachusetts  historj-  was  ended.  She  was 
again  a  ruler  to  herself. 

Spril  19,  1T73. 

Concord  and  Lexington !  What  a  wealth  of  associations 
clusters  around  these  words !  To  Massachusetts,  to  American 
ears  they  have  come  to  be  talisman ic.  The  historian  has  accu- 
rately' described  and  the  poet  has  rhapsodized  and  yet  the  theme 
is  ever  interesting.  The  time  had  again  come  when  something 
must  be  done  to  stem  the  tide  of  British  arrogance  and  aggres- 
sion. The  mother  had  again  reached  a  point  where,  to  her  the 
chief  use  of  Colonies  was  to  pay  the  expenses  of  home  govern- 
ment, and  firm  resistance  was  necessary.  Committees  of  safety 
had  decided  that  the  stand  should  be  made.  Minute  men  had 
been  drilled.  Everj'thing  was  in  readiness  for  the  storm  when 
Gage  arranged  to  send  his  troops  to  Concord  to  destroy  the 
stores  and  to  arrest,  if  possible,  those  '*arch  traitors,"  Hancock 
and  Samuel  Adams. 

On  the  eve  of  April  18th  the  lantern  gleamed  from  the  spire 
of  the  Old  North  Church'  henceforth  to  be  Liberty's  beacon. 


Paul  Revere  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  tide  had  caught  its  Hashes 
aud  was  off  on  his  mission  of  alarm 

"Through  every  Middlesex  village  and  farm, 
For  the  country  folk  to  be  up  and  to  arm." 

Never  man  rode  on  holier  errand.  His  hoof-beats  had  not 
sunk  into  silence  before  the  country  people  were  making  ready 
for  the  conflict  that  now  seemed  certain.  All  along  the  route, 
they  were  grasping  their  weapons  and  bidding  adieu  to  those 
who  were  to  remain  at  home.  To  many  it  was  the  final  farewelL 
These  men  had  counted  the  cost  and  knew  perfectly  well  what 
they  were  entering  upon.  At  Lexington  he  aroused  Hancock 
and  Adams  and  left  flashing  lights  behind  him  as  he  rode  on  to 
Concord  town.  It  was  half  past  four  on  the  morning  of  the 
19th  that  the  Red  Coats  entered  Lexington,  and  Maj.  Pitcairn 
commanded  the  militia  to  lav  down  their  arms.  Colonel  Smith 
gave  the  command  to  tiro  and  eight  Americans  sank  in  death — 
the  first  victims  in  the  strife.  liut  the  British  could  not  tarry 
long  in  Lexington.  They  were  soon  on  their  way  to  Concord 
and  how  strange  that  Concord  (peace)  should  be  the  name  of 
the  first  battle  in  the  great  struggle  for  freedom.  All  this  time 
church  bells  had  been  ringing  and  signal  guns  firing  so  that  the 
enemy  knew  perfectly  well  that  it  was  no  easy  task  they  were 
essaying.  Names,  since  become  household  words,  were  now 
heard  for  the  first  time.  Parson  Emerson  appeared  accoutred 
for  battle.  Major  John  Buttrick  was  among  the  first  to  bestir 
himself.  Prescott,  Faulkner,  Parkman  !  But  where  all  were 
so  brave,  why  distinguish? 

It  was  scarcely  more  than  breakfast  time  when  the  British 
were  discovered  marching  into  the  town.  The  morning  was 
such  an  one  as  we  love  to  think  of  associating  with  the  month 
of  April ;  but  still,  noted  more  for  its  exceptions  than  of  oc- 
curring. In  fact  it  seems  very  strange  that  the  season  should 
have  been  so  far  advanced.  We  are  told  that  the  fruit  trees 
were  in  blossom  and  that  the  grass  aud  grain  were  high  enough 
to  wave  in  the  wind.  ''The  sun  shone  with  peculiar  splendor. 
The  morning  was  a  glorious  one."  It  was  between  nine  and 
ten  o'clock  when  the  first  stand  was  made  and  Americans  fired 
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that  first  shot  at  their  foe.  Hitherto,  as  in  the  Boston  Massa- 
cre and  at  Lexington,  our  men  had  fallen  but  there  had  been 
no  determined  resistance.  But  now  they  were  to  assume  the 
aggressive.  The  first  British  fire  had  killed  Isaac  Davis  and 
Abner  Hosmer.  The  Briton  had  provoked  the  contest  and  now 
came  Buttrick's  short,  incisive  command,  "Fire,  fellow  soldiers, 
for  God's  sake,  fire."  Fighting  is  always  provocative  of  profan- 
ity, and  men  swear  then  who  would  not  think  of  doing  so  at 
other  times.  Captain  Brown,  in  much  the  same  language  as 
that  which  Washington  is  said  to  have  used  at  Monmouth  to- 
wards Gen.  Lee,  commanded  his  men  to  fire.  British  blood  is 
shed,  and  Noah  Parkhurst  of  Lincoln  says,  "Now  the  war  has 
begun  and  no  one  knows  when  it  will  end."  Two  of  the  invaders 
were  slain  and  man}-  were  wounded.  The  enemy  had  found  that 
the  Americans  would  fight  and  that  henceforth  it  was  not  to  be 
a  one-sided  affair.  At  noon  he  was  in  full  retreat  with  militia 
menacing  him  in  rear  and  flank.  The  Americans  were  without 
system  or  command.  They  attacked  as  they  could  and  did  such 
services  as  was  possible.  There  were  fresh  parties  constantly 
coming  up  from  the  neighboring  towns,  and  all  were  anxious  to 
get  a  shot  at  the  invading  foe. 

But  it  is  no  part  of  ours  to  describe  in  detail  the  incidents  of 
that  gauntlet  which  the  British  ran  in  this  retreat.  They  have 
been  instilled  into  the  minds  of  American  youth  almost  from 
infancy.  We  were  early  told  that  the  soldiers  suffered  so  much 
from  heat  and  fatigue  that  their  tongues  lolled  from  their  mouths 
like  over  heated  dogs.  As  they  approached  Lexington,  another 
set  of  patriots  met  them  with  a  warm  reception  but,  alas,  three 
more  Americans  fell  martyrs  to  their  principles.  Nothing  but 
the  arrival  of  Lord  Percy  saved  Col.  Smith  aud  his  company 
ft-om  annihilation.  The  proud  foe  of  the  morning  was  eflectually 
humbled,  ready  indeed  to  surrender  his  arms  could  smy  one  have 
been  found  in  command  of  the  Americans  to  receive  them. 
The  bloody  minded  Pitc^airn  who,  in  the  morn,  would  like  to  stir 
Yankee  blood  even  as  he  stirred  the  brandy  in  his  glass,  was 
wounded  and  unhorsed  and  his  steed  was  afterward  sold  at 
auction  in  Concord.  The  close  of  the  eventful  day  saw  the 
battered  remnants  of  the  enemy  on  Bunker's  Hill  and  even  there 
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safe  from  capture  only  b}'  the  exhauption  of  the  pursuers'  am- 
munition. From  thirtj'-one  towns  had  the  farmers  gathered  and 
well  did  they  do  for  themselves  and  for  liberty.  It  seems  almost 
incredible  that  men  so  remote  from  the  field  as  Framingham 
should  have*  participated  in  the  battle,  but  like  the  war  horse 
they  must  have  smelled  the  fray  from  afar,  and  like  him  must 
have  speeded  to  the  contest. 

The  day  was  done  and  though  sorrow  went  into  many  house- 
holds in  Middlesex  and  Essex  Counties  over  those  who  were 
sleeping  the  last  sleep,  yet  it  was  not  the  soitow  of  despair. 
The  foe  had  been  met  and  repulsed.  The  knowledge  of  the 
victory  was  rapidly  winging  its  way  throughout  the  other  Colo- 
nies. Gallant  Putnam  was  to  catch  the  inspiration  and  to  leave 
his  plow  in  the  furrow  while  he  hurried  eastward.  This  was 
*'the  clash  of  resounding  arms"  which  the  magnetic  Henry  had 
foretold  in  Virginia  and  trul}*  the  gale  swept  it  southward.  In 
one  sense  it  was  passing  strange  that  this  most  determined  re- 
sistance to  English  rule  should  have  been  made  in  the  most 
thoroughlj*  English  part  of  the  Colonies  where,  as  Palfrey  says, 
for  a  hundred  and  lift}'  years  the  orginal  stock  had  suffered  little 
or  no  admixture ;  but  on  the  other  liand  the  fact  that  they  were 
so  pure  in  their  English  ancestry  made  them  the  less  likelj'  to 
submit  to  unjust  exactions  from  whatsoever  quarter.  The  same 
blood  that  could  force  Magna  Charta  from  Lackland  and  that 
scrupled  not  to  behead  an  ill  advised  and  tyrannical  monarch 
was  little  likely  to  yield  to  what  its  best  promptings  pronounced 
hateful  and  unlawful.  As  Hudson  says  the  Concord  Fight  as- 
sumed the  proportions  of  a  revolution  which  rolled  on  for  seven 
years,  till  British  arrogance,  in  the  person  of  Cornwallis,  surren- 
dered at  Yorktowu.  Another  good  day's  work  was  done  and 
April  was  truly  assuming  wonderful  significance  in  the  history 
of  Massachusetts.  On  the  first,  her  sons  had  won  a  bloodless 
victory  over  Andros  and  his  servitors.  On  the  second  she  had 
shown  England  that  she  could  fight,  if  need  there  was  to  main- 
tain her  rights. 

"By  the  rude  bridge  that  arched  the  flood 

Their  flag  to  April  breeze  unfurled, 
Here  once  the  embattled  farmers  stood 

And  fired  the  shot  heard  'round  the  world."  (Emenon.) 
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But  now  we  approach  days  nearer  us  and  of  which  we  were,  to 
some  extent,  a  part.  Massachusetts  no  longer  contended  with  a 
foreign  foe.  The  Briton  had  long  since  ceased  from  liis  troubling, 
but  other  times  and  other  men  had  aroused  new  interests,  had 
precipitated  new  conflicts.  The  Declaration  of  Independence 
had  proclaimed  freedom  for  the  white  portion  only  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  serpent  of  oppression  had  been  scotched,  not  killed. 
Boston  had  seen  her  most  respected  citizens  forced  to  turn  slave 
catchers ;  pretty  business,  truly,  for  the  sons  of  men  who  had 
fought  at  Concord.  She  had  seen  Garrison  hurried  to  his  death, 
(could  the  mob  have  found  a  convenient  lamp  post.)  Through 
her  streets  had  marched  United  States  soldiers,  escorting  An- 
thony Burns  to  the  vessel  that  was  to  take  him  back  to  slavery. 
Her  "Cradle  of  Liberty"  had  rocked  again  when  Theodore  Par- 
ker addressed  the  assembled  multitude  as  "Fellow  citizens  of 
Virginia."  Our  own  city  of  Worcester  had  seen  much  of  excite- 
ment in  these  troublous  times.  The  Slave  catcher  had  been  here 
too ;  but  public  opinion,  in  this  Commonwealth,  was  decidedly  on 
the  side  of  the  fugitive  and  when  Charles  Sumner  was  sent  to  the 
United  States  Senate  she  put  herself  in  the  very  van  of  progress. 
It  took  many  deeds  of  violence  to  lead  up  to  the  tragedy  of 
Baltimore.  Massachusetts  orators  had  been  hissed  and  rotten 
egged,  her  statesmen  in  peril  of  their  lives  before  the  year  18G1 
began.  But  ever  on  the  alert,  she  found  John  A.  Andrew  in 
the  gubernatorial  chair  in  the  first  dawning  of  the  strife  and  he, 
equal  to  the  emergency,  early  had  Massachusetts  troops  off  for 
the  seat  of  impending  battle.  While  life  lasts,  will  *  continue  a 
vivid  recollection  of  those  feverish  moments  when  maddened 
South  Carolina  fired  its  first  gun  at  Sumter.  Were  there  any 
lukewarm  in  the  state  up  to  that  moment,  they  were  immediate- 
I3'  converted  into  stalwart  supporters  of  the  most  rigorous  meas- 
ures. It  was  the  proud  distinction  of  this  state  to  offer  the  first 
blood  on  the  country's  altar.  As  in  1775,  it  was  the  blood  of 
her  farmers  that  became  the  seed  of  the  republic,  so  here  again 
the  lives  of  her  sons  were  given  that  the  nation  might  live.  As 
we  regard  it,  now,  it  all  seems  like  a  dream.     Seward  thought 
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the  whole  affair  a  mere  emeute  which  would  cease  in  a  few  days. 
The  proclamHtion  called  for  only  seventy-five  thousand  men. 
How  little  was  comprehended  the  immensitj'  of  the  task  before 
us?  On  the  very  day  of  the  fall  of  Sumter,  Gen.  Schouler, 
Adjutant  General  of  the  state,  wrote  to  the  War  Department  at 
Washington  asking  for  arms  and  suggesting  the  proper  garrison- 
ing of  the  Forts  in  Boston  Harbor.  On  the  15th,  Henry  Wilson 
telegraphed  fVom  Washington  that  twenty  companies  of  her 
troops  be  sent  to  the  Capitol  at  once  and  there  be  mustered 
into  service.  On  the  same  day,  the  8d,  4th,  6th,  and  8th  Reg- 
imets  were  ordered  to  muster  at  once  on  Boston  Common.  That 
night  there  was  hurrying  through  the  seaboard  towns  like  that 
of  Paul  Revere  in  days  of  1775. 

In  token  of  the  extreme  haste  with  which  the  application  was 
responded  to,  it  is  said  that  one  of  the  Massachusetts  soldiers, 
in  the  cit}'  of  New  York,  being  asked  if  there  was  any  thing  that 
could  be  done  for  him,  hesitated  a  moment  and  then  lifting  his 
foot  exhibited  a  boot  much  the  worse  for  wear  from  which  one 
of  his  toes  even  protruded.  "How  came  you  here  with  such  a 
boot  as  that  my  friend,"  said  the  patriotic  citizen.  "When  the 
order  came  for  me  to  join  ray  company,  sir,"  replied  the  soldier, 
"I  was  ploughing  in  the  same  field  at  Concord  where  my  grand- 
father was  ploughing  when  the  British  fired  on  the  Massachusetts 
men  at  Lexington.  He  did  not  wait  a  moment ;  and  I  did  not 
sir."  It  is  needless  to  add  that  he  was  soon  supplied  with  a 
new  pair  of  boots. 

At  nine  o'clock  the  16th,  came  a  train  to  the  Eastern  Depot 
carrjnng  soldiers  who  were  greeted  b}'  immense  throngs  of  peo- 
ple and  over  all  the  diu  of  the  debarking  and  press  rang  the 
notes  of  Yankee  Doodle.  Captain  A.  W.  Bartlettof  Newbur}-- 
port  was  said  to  be  the  first  man  to  reach  Boston  and  report  for 
duty  with  his  men,  something  worthy  of  recollection,  though  it 
may  as  well  be  stated  that  just  who  wjis  the  first  volunteer  will 
remain  a  vexed  question.  The  17th  saw  the  men  of  the  differ- 
ent regiments  getting  ready  for  departure.  The  6th  marched 
to  the  State  House  and  was  addressed  by  the  Governor.  He 
gave  to  the  regiment  a  stand  of  colors.  Col.  Jones  accepting 
said  ^^You  have  given  to  me  this  flag,  which  is  the  emblem  of 
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all  that  stands  before  you.  It  represents  my  entire  command ; 
and  so  help  me  God !  I  will  never  disgrace  it."  Thence  to  the 
Boston  and  Albany  Station,  the  troops  were  inarched  and  the 
first  detachment  of  Massachasetts  soldiers  was  off  for  the  war. 
On  this  date  the  Brookline  Transcript  published  the  following 
lines : — 

"Soldiers  go !     Your  country  calls ! 
See,  from  Sumter's  blackened  walls, 
Floats  no  more  our  nation's  flag, 
But  the  traitoi^s  odious  rag. 

Long  the  Patient  North  hath  borne 
AU  their  treachery,  taunts  and  scorn ; 
Now  let  Slavery's  despots  learn, 
How  our  Northern  blood  can  bum. 
Swift  their  hours  of  triumphs  past, 
For  their  first  must  be  their  last. 

By  the  memory  of  our  sires, 
By  the  children  'round  your  fires. 
By  your  wive's  and  mother's  love. 
By  the  God  who  reigns  above — 
By  all  holy  things — depart ! 
Strong  in  hand  and  brave  in  heart. 

Nobly  strike  for  truth  and  right ; 

We  will  pray  whUe  you  shall  fight. 

Mothers,  daughters,  wives  all  true 

To  oiir  country  and  to  you —  • 

To  the  breeze  our  banner  show : 

Traitors  meet  you  when  you  go, 

In  the  name  of  God  on  high, 

Win— or  in  the  confiict  die. 

In  New  York  cit}'  their  presence  had  much  to  do  in  settling 
the  Union  feeling  of  that  vast  aggregation  of  humanity.  At 
morn  Baltimore  was  reached.  The  city  noted  for  a  great  va- 
riety of  things, — its  founder,  Lord  Baltimore, — the  writing  of 
the  "Star  Spangled  Banner"  near  the  walls  of  Fort  M''  Henry, — 
its  battle  monument  and  its  Plug  Uglies,  especially  the  latter. 
It  was  the  same  Baltimore  whose  citizens  had  threatened  as- 
sassination of  President  elect,  Lincoln,  and  now  was  determined 
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to  withstand  the  march  of  Massachusetts  men  through  its  streets. 
Col.  Jones,  in  expectation  of  this  trouble,  had  ordered  his  men 
to  load  their  guns,  but  not  to  fire  unless  first  molested.  The 
first  seven  companies  passed  through  unmolested ;  but  the  re- 
maining four  who  were  separated  from  the  advance  were  sub- 
jected to  all  the  insult  and  ill  treatment  that  malice  and  hate 
could  devise.  Finally,  the  crowd  thinking  the  soldiers  dared  not 
fight  or  that  they  had  no  ammunition  fired  into  the  ranks,  and 
one  soldier  was  killed.  Then  came  the, first  order,  "Fire,"  and 
the  crowd  fell  back.  The  Mayor  of  the  city  placed  himself  be- 
side Capt.  FoUansbee  of  Company  C,  assuring  him  of  his  pro- 
tection and  entreated  him  to  not  let  his  men  fire  but  his  own 
patience  became  exhausted  and  seizing  a  musket  he,  himself, 
shot  one  of  the  assailants  dead.  Four  Massachusetts  men  fell 
in  this  encounter.  Was  there  a  fatality  in  this  event  occurring 
on  this  particular  day  or  was  it  simply  one  of  those  amazing 
coincidences  that  make  us  believe  that  truth  is  really  stranger 
than  fiction  ?  For  the  tliird  time  was  the  state  linked  with  the 
day.  Those  men  dying  in  the  very  dawn  of  the  strife  did  more 
for  the  cause  of  the  Union  than  they  could  possibly  have  done 
had  they  lived  to  participate  iti  scores  of  battles.  I  have  seen 
the  picture  of  Luther  C.  Ladd  one  of  the  victims  on  this  mem- 
orable occasion.  He  was  clad  in  the  somewhat  peculiar  costume 
of  the  Massachusetts  Militia,  and  his  face  3*oung  and  winsome, 
obviously  taken  in  boyish  pride,  (for  he  was  a  lad  in  years  as 
well  as  name,)  at  the  garb  he  wore  and  the  mission  he  was  ob. 
But  he  was  to  die,  not  in  battle  brave  but  by  the  hands  of  an 
irresponsible  mob,  frenzied  with  rage  at  what  it  deemed  a  dese- 
cration. But  let  U6t  not  wonder  that  a  Southern  city  should  thus 
object  to  the  passage  of  Northern  troops,  for  in  our  own  adjoin- 
ing State  of  Connecticut,  one  Gallagher,  since  a  noted  politician 
there,  had  said,  "If  Massachusetts  men  try  to  pass  this  State  on 
their  way  to  fight  our  Southern  brethren,  kill  'em,  damn  'em," 
and  though  this  term  became  his  sobriquet  for  years  it  seemed 
to  lessen,  in  no  degree,  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  his 
fellow  citizens  of  a  certain  class  in  New  Haven,  tn  fact  the 
same  sentiments,  though  in  a  less  profane  form,  were  advanced 
by  the  man  who  has  just  retired  ft-om  the  United  States  Senate 
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to  make  room  for  the  gallant  Hawley.  If  the  train  had  been 
laid  before,  surely  the  deeds  in.  Baltimore  effectually  fired  it. 
The  New  York  Times  closed  an  account  of  the  fray  by  saying 
that  the  Mayor  and  Governor  both  notified  the  President  that 
no  more  troops  could  pass  through  Baltimore  unless  they  fought 
their  wa}-.  Did  they  suppose  such  a  notice  as  that  would  deter 
Massachusetts  soldiers?  Why,  to  fight  was  what  they  lef6 their 
native  soil  for,  and  they  would  as  soon  encounter  armed  treason 
in  Baltimore  as  elsewhere.  Governor  Andrew  sent  the  following 
message  to  the  Mayor  of  Baltimore:  *^I  pra}'  3'ou  cause  the 
bodies  of  our  Massachusetts  soldiers,  dead  in  battle,  to  be  im- 
mediately laid  out,  preserved  in  ice  and  tenderly  sent  forward  by 
express  to  me.  All  expenses  will  be  paid  by  this  Common- 
wealth." Notice  the  character  of  the  man  as  expressed  in  that 
word  'Henderly"  George  W.  Bungay  made  the  sentiment  the 
refrain  for  the  following : — 

•  **Ia  their  own  martial  robes  arrayed 
With  cap  and  cloak  and  shining  blade, 
In  the  still  coffin  softly  laid, 
Oh !  send  them  tenderly. 
Our  bleeding  country's  bleeding  corps 
Of  noble  dead  can  sleep  no  more 
Where  monuments  at  Baltimore 
Libel  our  Liberty. 

Oh  touch  them  tenderly,  I  pray, 
And  softly  wip^  the  blood  away 
From  the  red  lips  of  wounds,  that  say 

How  sweet  it  is  to  die 
For  one's  dear  country,  at  a  time 
Coincidence  crowns,  with  sublime 
Associations,  deeds  that  chime 

In  human  history ! 

Deal  gently  with  the  pale,  cold  dead 
For  Massachusetts  bows  her  head — 
But  not  with  shame ;  her  eyes  are  red 

With  weeping  for  the  slain. 
Like  Rachel,  she  is  sad  indeed ; 
And  long  her  broken  heart  will  bleed 
For  children  true  in  word  and  deed 

She  cannot  meet  again. 
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Whisper  no  word  of  treason  when 
Ye  bear  away  our  bravest  men 
From  the  foul  traitor's  hateful  den, 

Red  with  our  brother^s  blood ; 
A  spot  that  must  forever  be, 
Like  Sodom  sunk  beneath  the  sea. 
It  sinks  in  coward  treachery 

Unwept  beneath  the  flood. 

Lift  up  each  gallant  son  of  Mars, 
And  shroud  him  in  the  flag  of  stars, 
Beneath  whose  folds  he  won  the  scars 

Through  which  his  spirit  fled 
From  glory  here,  to  glory  where 
The  banner  blue  in  field  of  air 
Is  bright  with  stars  forever  there, 

Without  the  stripes  of  red." 

Oh !  our  hearts  go  out  towards  this  man  Andrew  who  so 
thoroughly  appreciated  the  needs  of  the  soldier.  Though  it  was 
not  his  to  bear  a  musket  nor  wield  a  sword,  yet  he  was  as  com- 
pletely a  part  of  the  grand  defence  of  the  Nation  as  though  he 
wore  the  uniform  of  the  army  and  he  fell,  at  last,  woru  out  by 
the  terrible  exactions  of  those  trying  days.  At  Fall  River,  on 
the  reception  of  the  news,  a  public  meeting  was  called  and  ten 
thousand  dollars  voted  to  fit  out  volunteers.  The  city  of  Phila- 
delphia voted  $1 ,000,000  to  equip  volunteers  and  to  support 
their  families  during  their  absence.  Norwich,  Ct.,  subscribed 
$14,000  for  the  same  purpose.  There  were  very  few  Gallaghers 
and  Eatons  there.  The  public  pulse  had  become  feverish  ;  but 
it  soon  settled  into  a  firm,  steadv  heart  beat  which  throbbed  on 
till  the  last  vestige  of  treason  Lad  disappeared.  The  New  York 
Independent  of  April  "23d  said, ''Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Is- 
land have  won  the  praise  and  the  blessing  of  all  men.  The  sons 
of  Massachusetts  lav  dead  in  the  streets  of  Baltimore  on  the 
anniversary  day  of  the  Battle  of  Lexington,  before  a  single  Reg- 
iment from  New  York  had  crossed  the  border  between  the  slave 
and  the  free  states.  Soldiers  from  Massachusetts  have  made 
their  way  to  Havre  d'  Grace,  seized  a  steamboat,*reached  An- 
napolis, and  taken  a  position  bj-  which  they  could  keep  open  a 
road  to  Washington,  before  a  single  troop  of  New  York  soldiers 
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had  found  a  passage  into  the  enemy's  country.  Troops  from 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  have  been  sent  by  sea  and  were 
thrown  into  Fortress  Munroe,  commanding  Norfolk,  while  the 
authorities  at  Albany  were  debating  upon  the  proper  official 
steps  to  be  taken  in  regard  to  the  President's  Proclamation. 
God  save  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts."  The  Massa- 
chusetts Regiments : — 

"They  were  reared  on  the  soil  whence  the  Adamses  sprung 

That  to  Hancock  and  Warren  gave  birth, 
Descendants  of  sires  whose  proud  names  have  been  sung 

In  the  noblest  hosannas  of  earth. 

They  were  trained  in  our  shops,  they  were  trained  in  our  schools. 
They  have  been  taught  on  our  free  waves  to  sail ; 

They  have  learned  of  Progression  the  practice  and  rules, 
But  they  know  not  the  meaning  of  FaU."  (TmiKriiit.) 

Mrs.  Sigoumey  wrote : — 

**The  Bay  State  bled  at  Lexington  but  every  drop  that  ran, 

By  transmutation  strange  and  strong  sprang  up  an  armed  man. 

Yet  when  the  bom  of  Lexington  who  keep  their  natal  day 
AVere  -writing  four  score  years  and  six  upon  their  annals  gray. 

The  Bay  State  bled  at  Baltimore  wherefore  I  may  not  speak, 
For  sad  and  tender  memories  rush  from  heart  to  moistened  cheek." 

When  visitors  approach  the  State  Flags  in  the  rotunda  of  the 
Capitol  in  Boston,  almost  alwa3's  the  first  question  is  ^ 'where  is 
the  flag  of  the  Sixth?"  It  is  not  that  the  sixth  Regiment  saw 
so  much  service,  for  the  affVay  in  Baltimore  was  its  only  encoun- 
ter ;  but  there  is  a  strange  interest  in  the  'first  of  ever}-  thing. 
Concord  and  Lexington  were  mere  skirmishes,  j'et  they  excite 
emotions  that  even  Saratoga  cannot  arouse.  So  here,  standing 
before  those  war  worn  ensigns,  the  eye  rests  upon  the  standard 
of  the  Sixth  and  follows  it  from  Boston  to  Baltimore  and  again 
lives  over  the  scenes  of  that  famous  dav. 

Though  Massachusetts  soil  drank  not  the  blood  of  her  slaugh- 
tered sons,  they  fell  for  her  and  the  principles  to  which  she  was 
ever  faithflil.  The  day  is  hers ;  thrice  bound  to  her  by  associ- 
ations most  sacred,  and  looking  down  along  the  line  of  coming 
years  is  there  to  be  another  April  day  to  make  the  fourth  in  this 
wonderful  list?    When,  after  the  lapse  of  eighty-six  years  we 
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come  to  1947  maj*  we  expect  Massachusetts  to  again  stand 
for  the  right?  Who  can  forecast  the  event  and  tell  us  what  is 
to  be  the  issue  in  those  days  to  call  upon  sturdy  manhood  to 
assert  itself?  Will  the  demon  of  the  Commune  have  made  this 
country  the  place  of  its  abode  ?  Will  it  be  the  Nihilists  endeav- 
oring, b}'  assassination,  to  overthrow  established  rule?  Will 
ignorance  and  vice  have  so  enthroned  themselves  that  Macau- 
lay's  prophecy  concerning  us  will  be  verified?  "Either  some 
Cffisar  or  Napoleon  will  seize  the  reins  of  government  with  a 
strong  hand,  or  3'our  republic  will  be  as  fearfully  plundered  and 
laid  waste  by  barbarians  in  the  twentieth  century  as  the  Roman 
Empire  was  in  the  fifth,  with  this  difiference,  that  the  Huns  and 
Vandals  who  ravaged  the  Roman  Empire  came  fVom  without  and 
that  your  Huns  and  Vandals  will  have  been  engendered  within 
your  country  by  your  own  institutions." 

But  let  us  hope  that  Macaulay  was  a  false  prophet  and  that 
our  dismemberment  and  his  New  Zealander  musing  on  the  ruins 
of  London  Bridge  were  the  creatures  of  a  somewhat  jaundiced 
imagination  and,  moreover,  let  us  hope  that  the  list  of  coinci- 
dences is  ended  that,  in  the  ^ture,  unnumbered  April  days  may 
pass  with  no  need  of  popular  uprisings  to  withstand  the  hand  of 
rapacity  or  oppression.  Our  tale  is  told.  Of  the  past  we  are 
sure.  For  the  future  we  are  hope^l,  and,  with  Longfellow,  let 
us  say 

**Sweet  April !     Many  a  thought 
Is  wedded  unto  thee,  as  hearts  are  wed ; 
Nor  shall  they  fail,  till,  to  its  autumn  brought 

Life's  golden  fount  is  shed.^ 
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Interesting  remarks  were  made  by  Gen.  Sprague, 
Messrs.  Paine,  Lovell,  Staples,  Comins  and  A.  P. 
Marble.  Mr.  Paine  presented  the  Society  with  some 
manuscript  souvenirs  of  the  Battle  of  Lexington. 


The  next  regular  meeting  was  held  on  the  eve- 
ning of  Tuesday,  May  3d,  the  President  in  the  chair. 
Twenty-six  members  and  visitors  were  present. 

Correspondence  was  read  from  the  Librarian  of 
Harvard  College  and  the  Rev.  A.  P.  Marvin,  of 
Lancaster.  Messrs.  Frank  E.  Lancaster,  John  G. 
Brady  and  Thomas  Stansfield,  of  Worcester,  and 
Manning  Leonard  Esq.,  of  Southbridge,  were  elected 
active  members.  William  T.  Harlow  Esq.  read  some 
extracts  from,  and  made  some  remarks  upon  the 
trial  of  John  Home  for  libel,  reported  in  Vol.  XX. 
of  English  State  Trials.  He  was  better  known  as 
John  Home  Tooke,  author  of  the  Diversions  of  Pur- 
ley.  His  offence  consisted  in  raising  a  subscription 
for  the  benefit  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those 
"murdered"  by  the  king's  troops  at  Lexington. 

The  following  was  presented  by  the  Secretary  and 
adopted : — 

Votedy  That  the  Society  will  publish  the  Worcester  Town 
Records  from  1753  to  1783,  edited  by  Franklin  P.  Rice,  in  three 
parts  or  volumes,  to  be  numbered  in  regular  order  with  its  pub- 
lications. 

The  Hon.  Clark  Jillson  read  a  paper  on  the  Death 
Penalty  in  Worcester  County,  with  special  details 
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regarding  the  execution  of  Hugh  Henderson  alias 
John  Hamilton  for  burglary,  Nov.  24,  1737,  and  of 
Jabez  Green  for  murder,  Oct.  21,  1742.  This  paper 
comprised  much  valuable  historical  matter  the  fruit 
of  patient  and  extended  research.*  Remarks  upon 
the  subject  were  made  by  Messrs.  Harlow,  Comins 
and  Lamb.  Mr.  C.  R.  Johnson  made  brief  allusion 
to  the  archaBological  researches  now  in  progress  in 
the  central  portion  of  this  continent  followed  by  a 
general  commentary  on  this  topic.  Mr.  Thomas  E. 
Bartlett,  of  Cambridge,  made  brief  remarks  concern- 
ing the  progress  and  success  of  the  Society  and  its 
reputation  abroad. 


The  June  meeting  was  held  on  the  evening  of 
Tuesday  the  7th.  Forty  members  and  visitors  were 
present.  In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Shumway,  Mr.  Dan- 
iel Seagrave  was  chosen  Secretary  pro  tem.  Mr. 
Charles  F.  Rugg  of  Worcester  was  elected  an  active 
member. 

Appropriate  action  was  taken  upon  the  death  of 
the  Hon.  Charles  Hudson,  an  honorary  member  of 
this  Society,  and  Mr.  Henry  M.  Smith  read  the  fol- 
lowing Memorial  and  Biographical  Sketch,  prepared 
by  request  for  the  occasion. 


*  This  paper  forms  part  of  a  work  now  in  progress  by  Judge  Jillson,  upon 
the  Death  Penalty  in  Worcester  County. 


Charles  Hudson, 


SINCE  our  last  meeting  ao  esteemed  honorarj  member  of  this 
Society  has  ended  his  long  and  useful  career.  Hon.  Charles 
Hudson  died  at  his  residence  in  LexiDgton,  Mass.,  on  the  4th  of 
May,  in  the  eighty-fixth  year  of  his  age.  There  are  very  few 
human  lives  that  like  bis  resemble  some  rare  day  in  summer, 
when  the  sun  from  rising  to  setting  shines  through  every  hour' 
on  usefulness  and  occupation.  All  his  relations  to  this  Society 
we  have  had  frequent  occasions  to  value.  The  more  broadly 
usefhl  and  eminent  portion  of  his  life  was  associated  with  Worces- 
ter County.  Throughout  two  generations  he  has  had  identifica* 
tion  with  important  facts  of  the  history  and  progress  of  his  own 
state  of  Massacbusettfl  and  of  this  nation.  My  associates  have 
therefore  desired  to  bring  into  suitable  form  for  our  own  records 
some  of  the  features  of  his  extended  useftilness  and  have  devol- 
ved upon  me  this  task,  on  an  occasion  where  I  would  prefer  to 
sit  a  listener. 

Every  human  life  of  four  score  or  more  years,  however  hum> 
ble,  if  given  in  faithflil  record,  registers  the  essential  human 
facts  of  its  epoch.  Too  much  of  permanent  history  has  been 
written  without  the  light  that  biography  supplies.  When,  as  in 
the  present  instance,  a  human  mind  well  endowed  and  well  train- 
ed and  helped  by  opportunity,  which  even  endowment  and  train- 
ing do  not  always  command,  leaves  its  own  impress  and  shaping 
on  the  events  of  over  sixty  years,  the  story  of  such  service  is 
part  of  the  history  of  that  period. 
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Charles  Hudson  was  born  at  Marlborough,  Mass.,  in  1795. 
Of  his  birth  and  ancestry  he  8a3's  in  his  address  at  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  200th  anniversary  of  that  town,  in  March,  1859: 

"My  parents  and  grandparents  have  been  residents  among  you.  My  ma- 
ternal ancestors  extend  back  to  the  tlrst  settlement  of  this  township.  My 
paternal  ancestor,  John  Hudson,  with  two  of  his  sons,  took  the  field  with 
other  stout  hearted  citizens  to  defend  the  colony  against  the  combined  attack 
of  French  and  Indians.  And  in  the  struggle  for  Independence  the  same 
ancestor  with  eight  hardy  sons  showed  their  devotion  to  Liberty  by  arming 
in  its  defence.  My  parents  and  three  sisters  found  a  resting  place  beneath 
your  soil,  while  I  the  sole  member  of  the  family  remain.  Here  were  the 
8ports  of  my  childhood.  In  your  venerable  meeting-house  I  was  offered  up 
to  Him  in  whose  service  I  have  attempted  to  labor  in  this  community.  In 
your  schools  I  received  my  first  lessons  of  instruction,  and  in  the  same  little 
seminaries,  forty  years  ago,  I  attempted  to  impart  the  rudiments  of  science 
to  your  children." 

This  strongly  outlines  the  common  characteristics  of  New 
England  village  life  and  training  in  that  earlier  day.  In  Mr. 
Hudson's  instance,  it  wn.s  the  case  of  a  boy  early  taught  by  cir- 
cumstances and  sniToundings  to  be  earnest  and  self  reliant,  and 
to  struggle  upward  and  outward.  So  well  was  this  life  duty 
accomplished  that  Marlborough  holds  him  as  one  of  her  most 
honored  sons,  and  when  her  terntory  was  divided  the  new  town 
was  given  his  name,  Hudson. 

His  first  work  was  as  a  farm  helper,  his  first  step  forward  was 
towards  self  HUM  tain  ing  sturdy  industry.  ]i\\i  books  were  his 
companions  and  helpers,  and  from  farm  work  he  passed  into 
the  charge  of  the  village  school.  All  the  testimon}'  of  those 
who  knew  him  in  this  period  of  his  life  declares  that  he  was  a 
great  reader  and  student,  with  a  strong  retentive  mental  grasp, 
good  in  selections  of  mcnlels,  and  close  in  power  of  analysis. 
He  taught  with  acceptability'  and  far  in  advance  of  the  common 
modes  of  those  times,  in  several  Massachusetts  towns.  A  mer- 
chant of  Worcester  whose  own  head  is  now  well  silvered,  showed 
me,  a  few  days  since,  a  little  pile  of  carefully  treasured  ^^ Rewards 
ofMerif*  given  to  himself  in  his  boyhood  in  a  district  school  in 
Leominster,  signed  by  Charles  Hudson  in  1819.  And  this  early 
pupil  remembers  his  school  master  as  a  man  of  great  earnest- 
ness and  industr}',  a  most  rare,  skillful  and  friendl}'  guide  to  his 
scholars.  From  teacher  to  preacher  transition  was  easy  and 
natural.     He  was  ordained  in   1819   and   first  preached   to   a 
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small  society  in  Danvers.  So  well  had  he  wrought  in  the  mas- 
tery of  topics,  and  such  were  his  traits  of  research  and  construc- 
tion that  when,  a  few  years  later,  he  removed  to  Westminster  in 
the  north  part  of  this  county  to  take  charge  of  the  Dniversalist 
Church  in  that  town,  a  position  he  filled  more  or  less  associated 
with  other  duties  and  public  services  for  twenty  years  following, 
he  became  a  controversialist  who  left  his  mark  broadly  on  the 
doctrinal  discussions  of  that  period.  His  ''Letters  to  Hosea 
Ballon"  on  Future  Retribution,  1827 ;  '*Reply  to  Balfour's  es- 
says," 1829,  are  printed  volumes  that  had  much  circulation  and 
can  never  be  omitted  from  the  study  of  any  who  desire  to  ac- 
quaint themselves  with  all  active  agencies  in  the  denominational 
religious  history  of  that  remarkable  epoch  of  New  England 
thought.  In  the  same  vein  were  his  ''Sacred  Memoirs"  pub- 
lished in  two  volumes  in  1835,  and  his  "Doubts  concerning  the 
Battle  of  Bunker  Hill,"  an  ingenious  rejoinder  to  "Skepticism," 
published  during  his  more  engrossing  public  labors  in  1846. 

He  believed  in  the  power  of  the  printing  press,  and  frequently 
sought  its  help,  both  in  the  newspapers  of  the  day,  largely  those 
of  Worcester,  Fitchburg  and  Barre,  and  in  books  and  pamphlets, 
the  latter  an  especial  resort  of  public  writers  in  that  era.  I  find 
in  Sabin's  collections  of  Americana  quite  a  list  of  Mr.  Hudson's 
pamphlets  that  bore  their  part  in  the  memorable  controversy 
and  clash  of  doctrine  and  dogma  half  a  century'  ago.  It  was 
then  and  always  a  trait  of  Mr.  Hudson's  life,  thorough  heedful- 
ness  of  all  current  topics  and  issues.  Whatever  occupied  or 
challenged  public  thought  he  carefully  studied,  first  for  himself, 
and  then  for  the  enlightenment  of  others.  Thus  he  came  into 
the  early  period  of  man's  estate,  well  trained  in  mental  industrj', 
careful  and  painstaking  in  all  he  set  his  brain  or  his  hands  to  do. 
His  five  acre  homestead  on  Academy  Hill  in  Westminster,  with 
its  solid  walls  and  smooth  fields  was  the  model  and  example 
for  all  farmers  and  housekeepers  round  about.  He  had  from 
early  associations  and  robust  traits  that  shrank  from  no  labor 
needed  for  honorable  results,  a  thorough  love  f(»r  the  farmer's 
calling.  Some  of  his  early  addresses  to  Farmers'  and  Agricul- 
tural Societies,  on  more  or  less  formal  occasions,  are  excellent 
wisdom  that  helped  forward  the  era  of  more  intelligent  husbandry 
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in  this  state.  He  was  faithful  and  zealous  in  all  the  duties  that 
came  to  him  from  parish  or  townspeople,  and  it  came  to  pass 
that  the  more  secular  public  behests  outgrew  the  former.  He 
had  been  an  educator,  and  began  by  educating  himself,  but  he 
never  for  that  reason  believed  that  it  was  safe  to  leave  the  boj's 
and  girls  of  the  Ba}'  State  to  be  self-taught.  Some  of  his  best 
efforts  in  early  manhood  were  put  forth  in  behalf  of  our  Massa- 
chusetts Public  School  system.  If  Massachusetts  in  her  Board 
of  Education  became  a  natural  example  and  in  such  connection 
wrote  the  name  of  Horace  Mann  among  her  most  honored  sons, 
it  was  largely  because  he  had  co-workers  that  represented  the 
best  thought  of  that  period.  The  Massachusetts  Board  of  Ed- 
ucation was  established  in  1837,  and  in  its  earliest  foundation 
work  Mr.  Hudson  was  associated  in  membership  with  such  men 
as  Everett,  Dwight,  Putnam,  Rantoul,  Robbins  and  Sparks,  all 
of  whom  honored  his  genial  services. 

After  his  intelligent  and  wide  relation  to  local  topics  and  in- 
terests in  central  Massachusetts  had  suggested  the  pattern  of 
the  man,  he  began  in  1828  what  continued  until  the  close  of  his 
more  active  career  his  broader  service  of  public  interests.  I  can 
give  the  chronicle  to-night  scarcely  more  expansion  than  the 
crisp  chronology'  of  Drake's  American  Biography,  Lanman's 
Dictionary  of  Congress  and  other  similar  registers  of  the  men  of 
their  time. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  House  of  Representa- 
tives from  1828  to  1833,  and  again  for  a  shorter  period  near 
the  close  of  his  life  was  sent  to  represent  his  town  of  Lexington 
in  the  same  bod  v.  He  was  a  State  Senator  from  1833  to  1837  ; 
a  member  of  the  Governor's  Council  from  1839  to  1841 ;  a  Rep- 
resentative in  Congress  four  successive  terms,  from  1841  to 
1849;  one  of  the  early  members  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Board  of  Education  ;  a  member  of  the  early  Legislative  Railroad 
Committees ;  a  State  Director  of  the  Boston  and  Albany,  and 
years  later  State  Commissioner  of  the  Iloosick  Tunnel,  as  an 
associate  of  the  late  Hon.  Alvah  Crocker.  For  eight  years,  at 
two  different  periods,  he  filled  important  Federal  positions  in 
Boston  and  vicinitj'. 
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Bat  when  this  little  chain  of  dates  is  measared  upon  the  pub- 
lic records  of  the  time  how  much  of  human  progress  and  public 
vicissitude  is  seen  to  be  included.  As  already  stated  it  records 
a  helpftil  part  of  our  noble  system  of  Public  School  education. 
It  covers  the  entire  railroad  history  of  Massachusetts  which 
largely  engaged  Mr.  Hudson's  attention  and  services  in  its 
formative  era.  He  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  development 
of  transit  facilities.  At  one  time  he  fondly  looked  to  see  canal 
boats  climb  the  levels  of  the  Nashua,  and  pass  down  the  lockage 
of  Miller's  river,  on  the  projected  water  route  from  Boston  to 
Albany.  But  he  was  among  the  first  to  welcome  the  new  rail- 
road and  its  possibilites.  He  was  among  the  earliest  public 
writers,  and  a  member  of  the  first  Legislative  Committees  to  give 
direction  and  prepare  the  way  for  the  railroad  era.  I  am  glad 
I  had  written  thus  far  in  this  part  of  my  theme  before  there 
came  to  me,  as  to  3*ourselvcs,  the  testimony  of  Hon.  Robert  C. 
Winthrop,  in  his  remarks  before  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society  on  Thursday  evening  of  the  last  week.  On  this  very 
point  Mr.  Winthrop  says : 

'*My  earliest  association  with  Mr.  Hudson  was  in  the  Legislature  of  Mas- 
sachusetts more  than  forty  years  ago,  where  he  did  more  than  any  other 
member  of  either  branch  in  the  organization  of  o\k  then  infant  railroad  sys- 
tem. Our  former  associate,  the  late  Nathan  Hale,  with  whom  Mr.  Hudson 
actively  co-operated  could  alone,  as  it  seems  to  me,  be  named  as  having 
rendered  equal  service." 

This  is  evidence  that  will  not  be  questioned,  fixing  Mr.  Hud- 
son's place  in  Massachusetts  railroad  annals.  Most  of  m}* 
associates,  certainly  the  elders  among  them,  remember  the 
familiar  sign-board  that  so  long  held  its  place  over  our  highways, 
in  kindly  warning  of  the  unaccustomed  perils  of  the  public, 
written  by  Mr.  Hudson,  years  before  the  invention  of  the  steam 
whistle  or  the  word  Locomotive.  ''*' Railroad  Crossing ;  look  out 
for  the  Engine  while  the  bell  rings." 

But  Mr.  Hudson  became  most  widely  known  and  most  broadly 
useful  to  his  time  in  his  relation  to  national  affairs,  during  the 
eight  years  of  his  congressional  services.  In  1841  he  succeeded 
Hon.  Levi  Lincoln  whose  immediate  predecessor  was  Hon.  John 
Davis,  as  the  representative  of  the  5th  Mass.  District.     Men  of 
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our  own  day  who  have  passed  through  the  era  of  Rebellion  and 
Reconstruction,  if  they  would  have  the  full  meaning  of  the 
mighty  questions,  whose  solution  has  cost  our  time  so  much  blood 
and  treasure  must  study  intelligently'  the  imraediatel}'  preceding 
epoch.  Able  writers  have  given  us  the  history  of  the  Anti- 
Slavery  struggle,  on  pages  written  too  near,  in  point  of  time, 
to  the  events  themselves,  to  be  free  from  coloring  of  pique 
and  prejudice.  The  permanent  historian  will  be  sure  to  give 
the  grand  old  Whig  party  as  its  standards  were  borne  b}'  Mas- 
sachusetts men  in  Congress,  its  share  in  that  consolidation  and 
sympathy  of  our  Americanism  which  was  needed  to  carry  us  as 
a  people  be\'ond  the  perils  of  foreign  interference  and  civil  com- 
motion, and  make  us  strong  enough  to  withstand  and  survive 
the  death  struggles  of  the  infamous  institution  of  human  bond- 
age whose  ultimate  doom  was  indeed  forecast  when  it  was  first 
wind-drifted  a  noxious  weed  over  the  walls  of  our  Garden  of 
Liberty. 

Charles  Fludson  will  stand  as  a  solid  type  of  the  Massachusetts 
Whig  of  his  period,  sturdj',  faithful  and  earnest  in  the  first  work 
that  came  to  him,  the  protection  of  American  Industry,  and  the 
first  defences  against  slavery  aggressions  in  the  interests  of  slave 
labor.  He  came  into  congressional  life,  when,  (inspired  by  sla- 
very co-operating  with  British  policy',)  free  trade  had  bequeathed 
to  us  in  the  language  of  that  most  competent  writer,  Henry  C. 
Carey, 

"A  commerce  that  gave  an  excess  of  specie,  a  people  ruined,  then  govern- 
ments in  a  state  of  repudiation,  a  public  treasury  bankrupt  and  begging 
everywhere  for  loans  at  the  highest  rate  of  interest,  a  revenue  collected  and 
disbursed  in  irredeemable  paper  money,  and  a  very  large  foreign  debt." 

For  years  southern  slavehoiding  policy  had  dominated  in  the 
promotion  of  the  cotton  export  and  the  free  importation  of  all 
manufactured  products  of  the  forge,  the  loom,  and  the  shop. 
The  system  of  Compromises  begun  in  1833  had  reduced  well 
nigh  to  nothing  all  rates  on  dutiable  imposts.  Our  national 
revenues  had  fallen  to  12  millions.  We  need  not  write  of  these 
things  hotly,  but  it  would  be  un-American  and  not  altogether 
of  present  unwisdom  to  forget  that  behind  the  imperious  demand 
of  the  slave  owners  had  stood '  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  the 
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boldly  declared  menace  of  more  than  one  British  premier  that 
the  people  of  the  United  States  must  and  would  be  "forced  to 
give  up  their  Tariff  or  their  Union." 

It  was  at  such  a  time  as  this  that  the  new  member  from  Wor- 
cester County  entered  Congress.  He  came  full  of  his  subject. 
He  came  from  a  manufacturing  region  of  crushed  manufactures. 
He  had  looked  deep  beneath  the  outer  meaning  of  the  familiar 
signs  of  the  village  stores  of  that  period,  ^^Englinh  and  West 
India  Goods.**  He  came  to  stand  among  sons  ot^Massachusetts 
whose  names  will  live  in  a  shining  galaxy  as  long  as  the  Baj- 
State  endures ;  Webster,  Adams,  Davis,  Choate,  Briggs,  Lin- 
coln, Rantoul.  It  was  not  a  company  wherein  a  light  and  su- 
perficial man  could  make  place  or  mark.  But  he  was  alrcadj^ 
trained  in  thought  and  its  presentation.  His  first  formal  speech 
was  delivered  in  his  first  term  in  Congress.  His  cherished  col- 
league and  life-long  friend,  George  N.  Briggs,  of  more  experi- 
ence at  the  Capitol,  kindly  hinted  to  Mr.  Hudson  the  possible 
peril  of  taking  the  floor  while  so  much  a  stranger  to  his  sur- 
roundings, but  he  knew  his  own  powers,  and  with  modesty  yet 
perfect  self  possession,  delivered  his  speech  on  Discriminating 
Duties,  Dec.  27th  and  28th,  1841.  It  was  strong,  earnest,  full 
of  fact  and  statistics,  in  good  temper,  and  yet  direct  and  to  the 
point,  and  stamped  him  as  a  doctrinaire  of  the  first  order.  Mr. 
Adams  in  his  Diary  refers  to  it  as  *'an  excellent  speech."  It 
was  at  once,  and  has  always  been  regarded  as  a  most  admirable 
exposition  of  an  American  doctrine,  which  our  own  recent  presi- 
dential canvass  has  shown  to  be  not  vet  extinct  in  value  and 
meaning  in  our  national  affairs.  It  had  the  merit  of  clear  com- 
pact statement,  and  it  was  read  more  widely  through  the  coun- 
try than  any  speech  of  its  period.  Of  laborious  habits,  rugged 
physical  strength  and  thoroughly  attentive  to  all  the  general  and 
special  calls  upon  a  legislator,  Mr.  Hudson  made  in  the  course 
of  his  congressional  life  from  twelve  to  fourteen  speeches  and 
several  formal  committee  reports.  He  never  engrossed  time,  or 
the  floor  unless  he  had  something  to  say.  His  speeches  I  have 
before  me  and  they  discuss  the  live  topics  of  a  vivid  time. 

Discriminating  Duties,  (1841)  The  Annexation  of  Texas, 
(1845)  The  Tariff,  (1846)  The  Wheat  Trade  of  the  Countrv, 
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(184G)  The  Mexican  Wfir,  (1846)  The  President's  Message  on 
the  War  with  Mexico,  (1846)  The  Three  Million  Appropriation 
Bill,  (1847)  The  Cost  of  the  Mexican  War  and  the  Finances  of 
the  Country,  (1848)  The  Constitutional  power  of  Congress  over 
the  Territories  and  the  Right  of  excluding  Slaverj-  therefrom, 
(1848).  In  all  of  these  speeches  are  the  utterances  of  the 
broadl}'  national,  liberty  loving,  old  fashioned  Massachusetts 
Whig,  hating  Slavery,  bold  against  its  aggressions,  and  free 
spoken  in  warnings  of  its  inseperable  evils  and  perils.  By  his 
open  and  manly  opposition  to  the  Mexican  war  he  was  honored 
by  the  advocates  of  slavery  extension,  with  classification  among 
the  'Mgnoble  fourteen"  who  voted  according  to  the  dictates  of 
their  own  consciences.  While  we  honor  duly  the  early  aboli- 
tionists who  carried  their  hot  picket  lines  far  beyond  the  possible 
issues  of  that  daj^,  and  see  a  mission  for  the  Garrisonite  and  the 
'*Come-out«r,  "  we  must  honor  and  permanent  history  will  honor 
the  earnest,  honest  Massachusetts  Whig  who  fought  the  broader 
battle  of  the  period  just  tvh ere  he  found  it^  in  the  ordinance  of 
1787  and  the  Wilmot  Proviso,  and  carried  its  victorious  stand- 
ards forward  to  sterner  lines  of  embattlement.  The  country 
was  not  ready  in  1840  for  the  work  of  1860.  We  must  give  due 
credit  to  those  who  shaped  and  held  together  in  onward  progress 
the  main  bod}'  of  our  northern  people,  until  God's  own  time  for 
national  deliverance  from  perils  and  shame.  Of  the  Congress 
of  1841  of  which  Mr.  Hudson  was  first  a  member,  Charles  Sum- 
ner an  onlooker  in  Washington  wrote  to  Dr.  Francis  Leiber  in 
South  Carolina  declaring  against  its  brutality  and  ruffianism. 
"One  of  its  worst  signs  is  subversion  of  the  rules.  No  person- 
ality is  too  low."  If  there  be  a  fear  lest  this  be  the  over-nice 
criticism  of  an  elegant  man  of  letters,  not  yet  become  the  states- 
man and  martA'r  to  this  same  Pro-slavery  bnitalism,  let  us  take 
the  testimony  of  one  who  occupied  the  reverse  standpoint.  In 
this  same  period  Mr.  Wise  a  member  from  Virginia  in  the  course 
of  debate  on  the  floor  of  the  House  uttered  this  plaintive  note 
of  rebuke  :  ''The  anti-duelling  law  is  producing  its  fruits.  It  is 
making  this  House  a  Bear  Garden.  We  see  and  hear  one  mem- 
ber branded  as  a  coward  on  this  floor.  The  other  says  back 
that  he  is  a  liar.     And,  sir,  there  the   matter  will   stop,   there 


54 

will  be  no  fight."  The  representative  Southern  man  of  that 
time  was  imperious,  willing  to  be  thought  personally  dangerous 
to  all  opponents.  Northern  men  of  Mr.  Hudson's  cool,  large 
and  sturdy  type  who  would  talk  freely  and  even  sharply  and  yet 
be  good  natured,  with  whom  a  personal  encounter  was  not  to 
be  thought  of,  and  most  likely  to  be  avoided  when  considered, 
became  at  that  time  broadly  useful  in  ralljing  Northern  senti- 
ment, teaching  the  North  its  rights,  opening  its  eyea  to  the  bul- 
lying of  the  South,  and  battling  to  hold  Slavery  fast  and  firm 
within  its  limits  until  the  appointed  time  when  like  a  reptile  in 
a  ring  of  fire  it  should  sting  itself  to  death,  in  the  blaze  of  battle. 
A  scene  which  took  place  in  the  House  on  the  10th  of  Jan., 
1846,  shows  that  Mr.  Hudson  was  sufficiently  prominent  for 
virulent  attack  on  the  part  of  the  Pro-Slavery  administration 
organs  and  managers,  and  when  he  appealed  to  the  House  in 
the  face  of  insult  and  rufi^anl}'  abuse  standing  cool  and  steady 
to  his  purpose,  so  much  was  his  assailant  shown  to  be  in  the 
wrong,  that  though  connected  with  the  Washington  partj'  news- 
paper he  escaped  expulsion  as  public  printer  by  onl}'  a  few  votes. 
The  incident  is  given  in  Mr.  Adams'  Diary.  And  this  Congress 
justly  represented  a  dominant  national  sentiment  of  the  period. 
There  was  much  remaining  to  be  done  in  Northern  states  before 
they  might  struggle  out  from  the  dark  penumbra  of  Slaverj-. 
Lovejoy  was  then  scarcely  a  regretted  martyr.  Few  of  the 
black  laws  had  been  repealed  from  Northern  statute  books. 
The  North  needed  the  burning  lessons  of  the  Chained  Court 
House  in  Boston,  the  mobbing  of  Judge  Hoar  in  Charleston, 
the  rendition  of  fugitives  from  her  free  communities,  the  story 
of  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin  and  bleeding  Kansas,  before  the  heat  of 
her  hostilit}'  to  slavery  should  rise  high  enough  for  the  task  that 
came  in  its  own  time  and  created  the  Free  Soil  and  the  Repub- 
lican party.  History  might  have  written  of  a  grappling  like  our 
late  struggle,  without  this  change  in  Northern  sentiment  first 
secured,  a  scene  of  confusion  and  peril  unimaginable  in  its  hor- 
rors and  results  to  the  world's  civilization.  In  this  middle 
ground  of  preparation  were  borne  the  standards  and  w(»n  the 
victories  of  the  old  Whig  party. 
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When  the  nomination  and  election  of  Gen.  Taylor  brought 
disruption  to  the  Whig  organization,  Mr.  Hudson's  district  of 
Worcester  County  was  too  strongl}'  Anti-Slavery  to  sustain 
the  position  he  chose  manfully  to  occupy  with  reference  to  the 
canvass,  iidelity  to  the  nominees.  In  his  farewell  address  to 
his  constituents,  written  at  Washington  in  February.  1849,  he 
expresses  the  sentiments  of  his  class  of  Massachusetts  Whigs : 

**I  had  no  doubt  that  Gen.  Taylor  would  sign  a  bill  sustaining  the  Wilmot 
Proviso,  and  that  Gen.  Cass  would  veto  such  a  bill.  Entertaining  these 
views  I  never  gave  a  more  sincere  Anti- Slavery  vote  in  my  life  than  the  one 
I  gave  for  Gen.  Taylor." 

In  Mr.  Hudson's  speech  on  the  constitutional  power  of  Con- 
gress over  the  territories  and  the  right  of  excluding  Slavery 
therefrom,  delivered  in  the  House  June  20th,  1848,  he  was  in- 
terrupted by  an  Ohio  member,  Mr.  Lahm,  who  asked:  "Enter- 
taining these  views  on  Slavery,  will  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts vote  for  Gen.  Taylor?    I  give  Mr.  Hudson's  reply: 

<*I  will  answer  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  He  knows,  I  presume,  that 
there  are  two  classes  of  men  in  this  country  devoted  to  the  institution  of 
slavery ;  a  clasn  from  the  South,  who  living  with  the  institution  about  them, 
and  all  their  early  associations  being  connected  with  it,  have  reconciled 
themselves  to  it,  and  see  le88  evil  in  it  than  northern  men  are  supposed  to 
see ;  some  may  even  believe  that  under  all  the  circiunstances  of  the  case,  it 
is  no  moral  wTong — though  all  admit  that  it  is  a  calamity. 

There  is  another  class  from  the  North,  who  are  often  known  as  dough- 
faces, who  regard  the  institution  precisely  as  I  do ;  but  who,  nevertheless, 
for  the  sake  of  the  loaves  and  iishea,  are  willing  to  bow  to  the  slave  power — 
to  the  slave  institution — to  do  anything  and  every  thing  for  the  purpose  of 
promotion.  Now,  if  I  am  called  upon  to  select  between  men  of  these  de- 
scriptions— if  I  am  compelled  to  vote  for  either,  I  should  vote  for  General 
Taylor  in  preference  to  Gen.  Cass,  just  as  I  would  vote  for  an  honest  man 
in  preference  to  a  hypocrite." 

Mr.  Hudson  was  not  an  orator.  His  language  was  plain  and 
strongl}'  wrought  and  without  passionate  appeals.  All  classes 
of  readers  understood  him,  and  congressional  speeches  were 
read  in  those  times.  Years  aller  their  delivery  I  found  in  the 
West  many  intelligent  citizens  who  remembered  and  credited 
instruction  to  Mr.  Hudson's  tariff  and  anti-slavery  utterances. 
He  was  in  the  House  with  Lincoln  and  Douglas,  and  more  than 
once  grappled  in  debate  with  the  latter.  With  Abraham  Lin- 
cohi  his  friendship  was  warm  and  for  a  lifetime ;  and  slavery 
had  no  better  haters  than  such  representative  Whigs  as  these. 
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They  remained  good  Whigs  when  they  became  Republicans 
and  were  forecast  Republicans  while  thej^  were  j-et  Whigs. 

Referring  again  to  Mr.  Winthrop's  tribute  to  Mr.  Hudson, 
that  accomplished  gentleman  who  was  in  Congress  with  him, 
says  of  him  what  he  had  before  said  of  him  on  a  previous  occa- 
sion before  the  same  Society.  "He  was  one  of  the  ablest  and 
honestest  men  Massachusetts  ever  had." 

Mr.  Hudson's  residence  in  Worcester  County  closed  in  1849, 
thirty  two  j'ears  ago.  A  generation  has  passed  away,  and  few 
of  his  cotemporaries  remain ,  but  our  older  residents  many  of 
them  retain  the  impressions  made  upon  their  earlier  manhood, 
by  one  who  has  been  thus  identified  with  important  periods  of 
our  public  affairs.  His  later  public  services  may  be  briefly  told. 
He  refused  a  position  in  Gen.  Taylor's  cabinet  as  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  but  for  the  four  ^'ears  of  Fillmore's  administration 
was  Naval  officer  at  the  port  of  Boston.  His  second  Federal 
office  was  that  of  Assessor  of  Internal  Revenue,  in  President 
Lincoln's  first  term  of  office. 

I  have  left  all  too  little  space  and  time  to  speak  of  a  most 
important  part  of  Mr.  Hudson's  life-labors,  which  especialh* 
commend  him  to  the  grateful  tributes  of  societies  like  our  own. 
Few  in  his  own  time  have  equalled  him  as  a  laborious  and  intel- 
ligent compiler  of  local  histor}*.  Mr.  Winthrop  long  associated 
with  him  in  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Societv  of  which  he 
became  a  member  in  1859,  sa^'s  of  him  : 

"As  a  local  historian  few  of  his  cotemporaries  have  done  more.  His  his- 
tory of  Marlborough,  his  native  place ;  of  Westminster  where  he  long  re- 
sided ;  and  still  more,  of  the  far  famed  Lexington  where  he  lived  still  later, 
and  where  he  died,  make  up  a  most  important  and  interesting  contribution 
to  the  illustration  of  our  Commonwealth." 

Mr.  Hudson  became  a  member  of  the  American  Antiquarian 
Society  in  this  citj-,  in  1841.  His  contributions  to  the  Collect- 
ions of  that  and  other  Historical  Societies  including  generally 
our  own,  in  printed  volumes,  sketches,  and  papers  in  the  peri- 
odicals of  the  day,  or  published  among  Society  Transactions,  are 
the  sifted  grain  of  history  made  ready  for  its  permanent  garners. 
In  the  last  report  of  the  Council  of  the  American  Antiquarian 
Society,  Oct.  1880,  reference  is  made  to  a  class  of  sketches  which 
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will  worthily  stand  as  Mr.  Hudson's  latest  ooutribution  to  the 
history  of  his  own  time,  his  manuscript  ''Memoirs  of  the  three 
Massachusetts  Governors  from  Worcester,"  Levi  Lincoln,  John 
Davis,  and  Emory  AVashburn.  "A  Memoir  of  of  George  N. 
Briggs."  '^The  American  Trio,  or  the  characters  of  Henry 
Clay,  Daniel  Webster,  and  John  C.  Calhoun."  "The  lives  of 
Edward  Everett  and  Marcus  Morton,  as  Governors  of  the  State 
Contrasted."  (Mr.  Hudson  was  a  member  of  Gov.  Morton's 
Council)  ''A  sketch  of  Horace  Mann."  These  with  the  Me- 
moirs of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  the  letter  to  Andrew  Johnson, 
constitute  a  remarkable  gallery  of  pen  portraits  from  one  to 
^  whose  intimate  association  with  his  subjects,  was  joined  rare 
power  in  preserving  and  analj'zing  their  traits. 

Though  1  have  already  too  greatl}-  taxed  3'our  patient  hear- 
ing, I  should  not  be  faithAil  to  the  generous  public  spirit  that 
kept  the  latest  years  of  his  life  employed,  did  I  fail  to  indicate 
though  briefly  the  connection  he  maintained  with  the  affairs  of  his 
historic  town,  Lexington.  He  personally  organized  and  man- 
aged the  great  Lexington  Centennial.  His  pen  has  helped 
make  clear  the  story  of  Lexington  light ;  and  his  labors  in  this 
direction  are  praised  both  in  this  country  and  in  England.  He 
made  possible  for  Lexington  her  Town  and  Memorial  Hall.  The 
noble  town  library,  adorned  with  its  superb  statues  of  Hancock 
and  Adams,  the  Minute  Man  and  the  Boy  in  Blue ;  and  the  last 
week  of  his  life  found  him  busy  in  labeling  and  arranging  the 
Cabinet  of  minerals  he  had  been  long  collecting  for  the  Lexing- 
tx)n  Town  Library  and  Museum.  Says  Rev.  Mr.  Westcott,  his 
pastor,  in  his  remarks  at  the  funeral  of  Mr.  Hudson  :  "The  in- 
scription on  Sir  Chnstopher  Wren's  monument  might  well  be 
placed  above  the  mortal  form  of  our  friend  as  it  rests  in  the  soil  of 
the  town  he  loved  so  well  and  labored  so  earnestly  to  improve.." 

*^If  you  would  see  his  monument  look  around  you." 

Mr.  Hudson  was  twice  married,  his  wives  sisters,  daughters 
of  John  Rider  of  Shrewsbur}'.  A  widow,  a  son  and  daughter 
survive  him.  In  the  late  war  of  the  Rebellion  his  second  son, 
Lient.  Col.  John  W.  Hudson,  represented  the  fourth  succeeding 
generation  of  the  name  to  bear  arms  for  his  country. 
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No  words  from  Mr.  Hudson  are  more  thrilling  and  deeph' 
characteristic  than  those  in  which  as  their  President  he  address- 
ed his  venerable  associates,  the  Veterans  of  the  war  of  1812-  on 
the  disbandment  of  their  organization  in  187*J. 

**  We  have  reason  to  rejoice  that  our  lives  have  been  prolonged  to  witness 
the  extension  and  growth  of  our  country,  and  the  adaptation  of  our  institu- 
tions both  to  peace  and  to  war ;  and  above  all  that  we  have  lived  to  see  the 
foul  stain  of  human  servitude  blotted  out  from  our  escutcheon." 

Words  worthy  to  stand  for  his  own  final  farewell. 
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The  reading  of  the  above  was  followed  by  remarks 
by  Hon.  P.  Emory  Aldrich  and  others,  eulogistic  of 
Mr.  Hudson.  The  President,  Mr.  E.  B.  Crane  read 
a  portion  of  his  paper  upon  Shays'  Rebellion ;  the 
remainder,  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  being 
postponed  to  the  next  meeting.  Mr.  Staples  read  a 
poem  by  St.  John  Honey  wood,  entitled  "A  Radical 
Song  of  1786,"  illustrative  of  the  spirit  of  the  times. 
Mr.  William  S.  Barton  spoke  briefly  of  the  Dorr  Re- 
bellion in  Rhode  Island.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Henry 
M.  Smith,  a  committee  of  four  was  appointed,  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  Smith,  Lovell,  C.  R.  Johnson  ana 
Clark  Jillson,  to  act  with  the  President  in  perfecting 
arrangements  for  the  annual  excursion  of  the  So- 
ciety.    The  meeting  w.as  then  adjourned. 


At  the  July  meeting  held  on  the  evening  of  Tues- 
day the  5th,  the  following  gentlemen  were  present: 
President  Crane,  Clark  Jillson,  F.  P.  Rice,  Lee, 
Tucker,  Lawrence,  Wm.  A.  Smith,  Tolman,  Hub- 
bard, Brady,  Dickinson,  J.  A.  Smith,  F.  C.  Jillson, 
Howe,  Cook,  Knight,  Staples,  Lovell  and  the  Rev. 
George  Allen — 19.  Mr.  Staples  was  chosen  Secre- 
tary pro  tem.  Mr.  Frank  E.  Blake  of  Boston  was 
elected  an  active  member  of  the  Society.  On  mo- 
tion of  the  Hon.  Clark  Jillson  it  was  voted, 

* 

'••That  five  persons  be  appointed  by  the  chair^  who,  together 
with  the  President,  Vice  Presidents,  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
shall  constitute  a  committee  to  take  into  consideration  some 
method  of  improving  the  financial  condition  of  the  Society  and 
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establishing  a  permanent  fhnd,  and  that  they  have  power  to  act 
in  such  manner  as  their  best  judgment  dictates." 

In  accordance  with  this  vote  the  following  gentle- 
men were  appointed :  Clark  Jillson,  Nathaniel  Paine, 
George  Sumner,  Augustus  B.  R.  Sprague  and  Wm. 
A.  Smith. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Staples,  a  committee  of  three  was 
appointed  to  prepare  for  publication  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Society  for  the  current  year,  and  contract  for 
the  printing  of  the  same.  Messrs.  Staples,  Clark 
Jillson,  Franklin  P.  Rice,  and  Henry  M.  Smith  (who 
was  afterwards  added  by  vote)  constitute  this  com- 
mittee.* 

Mr.  Crane  presented  the  concluding  portion  of  his 
account  of  Shays'  Rebellion.  The  entire  paper  is 
here  printed.  The  writer,  while  differing  from  ma- 
ny others  in  his  estimate  of  this  affair,  has  well  forti- 
fied his  position  with  facts.  The  popular  knowledge 
concerning  this  outbreak  of  the  people,  is  very  mea- 
gre, as  little  in  the  form  of  consecutive  narrative  has 
been  written  about  itf  A  review  from  a  stand  point 
hitherto  unrepresented  will  be  considered  with  in- 
terest. 

*  Subsequently,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,  Franklin  P.  Rice  was 
appointed  to  edit  the  Proceedings  for  the  current  year. 

t  George  Richards  Minot's  **History"  is  the  only  account  in  print  that 
merits  the  name.  The  first  edition  was  published  in  1788,  [Worcester: 
printed  by  Isaiah  Thomas]  the  second  in  1810. 


SHAYS'  REBELLION 


BY  ELLEHT  B.  C&ANE. 


F  any  person  will  take  the  trouble  to  run  his 
eye  along  that  poition  of  the  history  of  our 
country  which  portrays  events  of  a  century  ago, 
and  is  not  too  superficial  in  his  research,  he 
may  find  that  there  then  lived  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Daniel  Shays ;  that  our  country  was 
struggling  under  the  weight  of  a  very  heavy 
foreign  and  domestic  debt ;  that  it  was  found 
to  be  impossible  to  provide  means  to  meet  the  arrears  of  pay 
due  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolution ;  that  Congress  through  the  au- 
thority vested  in  it  by  the  articles  ol  confederation  recommended 
that  the  individual  states  attempt  to  raise  their  respective  pro- 
poition  of  the  debt  by  direct  taxation  ;  that  this  effort  produced 
great  excitement  in  many  of  the  states ;  and  finally  in  1787  a 
portion  of  the  people  of  Massachusetts  openly  rebelled ;  that 
Daniel  Shays  marched  at  the  head  of  one  thousand  men  and 
took  possession  of  Worcester  and  prevented  a  sitting  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  and  that  he  repeated  the  same  at  Springfield ; 
that  at  last  Gov.  Bowdoin  was  compelled  to  call  out  several 
thousand  militia  under  Gen.  Lincoln  to  suppress  the  revolt ; 
that  after  capturing  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  insurgents  their 
power  was  broken ;  and  that  this  episode  was  known  as  Shays' 
Rebellion.  The  whole  matter  is  disposed  of  in  thirty  or  forty 
lines.  From  this  meagre  account  given  in  our  standard  histori- 
cal works  the  student  of  history  can  illy  form  a  correct  idea  of 
the  magnitude  of  this  revolt  as  it  is  called,  which  no  more  de- 
serves to  be  denominated  Shays'  Rebellion  than  our  late  war 
Lee's  Rebellion.  It  might  have  been  called  Allen*s  Rebellion 
had  Col.  Ethan  Allen,  the  Green  Mountain  hero,  seen  fit  to  have 
accepted  the  honor  of  commanding  the  army  of  the  insurgents 
when  it  was  proffered  him  by  Shays,  Parsons  and  Wheeler. 
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It  is  to  be  regretted  that  no  narrative  of  this  popular  uprising 
against  government  has  been  f\irnished  us  b}'  one  who  took  sides 
against  the  Commonwealth,  or  whose  sympathies  leaned  in  thut 
direction.  So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn  the  account  giv- 
en by  George  Richards  Minot,  a.  m.,  is  the  only  one  to  be  found 
either  in  print  or  in  manuscript ;  and  he  was  an  aristocrat,  a  na- 
tive of  Boston,  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  IVom 
1782  to  1791,  and  obvioHsly  in  deep  sympathy  with  the  aristo- 
cratic side,  which  was  the  side  of  government.  It  is  but  a 
repetition  in  historj-  of  similar  movements  where  the  dominant 
party  furnishes  and  and  perpetuates  their  version  of  the  action 
and  by  the  rule  of  might  crushes  out  and  destroj^s  ever^-  vestige 
of  the  story  told  by  their  humiliated  and  suffering  subjects. 

The  long  controversy  and  fearful  struggle  for  our  National 
existence,  had  been  brought  to  a  close.  A  remarkable  victory 
had  been  achieved  b}*  that  stalwart  band  of  patriots  who  had 
stood  shoulder  to  shoulder  through  this  severe  contest,  never 
wavering,  but  each  and  every  man  firm  in  the  determination  to 
rid  the  country  of  everj*  vestige  of  british  oppression  or  die  in 
the  attempt.  The  object  which  aroused  and  drew  forth  this 
noble  spirit  of  patriotism  and  self  sacrifice  had  been  attained. 
England  had  been  forced  to  acknowledge  the  independence  of 
the  United  States,  and  her  name  had  been  stamped  upon  the 
roll  with  the  other  self-reliant  nations  of  the  world.  The  armv 
had  been  disbanded  and  the  men  left  to  return  to  their  several 
homes  without  having  received  their  quota  of  money  for  their 
service  for  many  months.  In  fact  the  public  treasury-  w^as  en- 
tirely empty  and  the  resourses  of  the  whole  country  were  well 
nigh  exhausted.  The  war  had  left  a  debt  including  the  promi- 
ses of  the  continental  monej-  of  270  millions  of  dollars,  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  which  was  owing  b}'  the  individual  states 
independent  of  the  obligations  of  the  general  government.  Bills 
of  credit  known  as  Continental  money  was  first  issued  in  1775, 
and  continued  to  be  emitted  to  about  17«0,  when  100  millions 
of  dollars  were  in  circulation  and  40  paper  dollars  were  worth 
but  one  in  specie  ;  and  within  a  year  from  that  time  it  was  en- 
tirely worthless.  Previous  to  the  war  the  private  state  debt  of 
Massachusetts  was  less  than  £100,000,  now  it  was  £1,300,000, 
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besides  £250,000  due  her  line  of  the  arm}-,  and  her  portion  of 
the  federal  debt  was  computed  not  less  than  one  and  one  half 
million  pounds.  In  addition  to  this  ever}-  town  was  embarrass- 
ed by  advances  made  on  its  own  account  to  supply  their  full 
quota  of  men,  and  supplies  to  support  the  arm}'. 

It  now  remained  for  the  people  to  perfect  the  union  of  the 
states  and  the  articles  of  confederation  that  were  to  unite  this 
new  Republic.  For  many  j'ears  a  large  share  of  the  bone  and 
sinew,  the  productive  element  of  the  land,  was  engaged  in  fight- 
ing the  battles  for  freedom,  while  the  financial  condition  of  the 
country  was  fast  growing  from  bad  to  worse,  and  these  men  in 
the  employ  of  government  with  families  at  home  dependent  upon 
their  earnings  for  support  were  unable  to  render  them  the  least 
assistance,  and  throughout  the  country  considerable  destitution 
and  even  suffering  prevailed.  It  was  found  necessary  to  choose 
committees  at  town  meetings  to  look  after  the  families  of  soldiers 
in  the  field,  and  to  supph'  them  with  the  necessaries  of  life. 
The  repeated  failures  of  government  to  meet  its  promises  to  pay, 
caused  much  dissatisfaction  in  the  army,  and  the  condition  of 
the  time  may  be  illustrated  by  a  brief  notice  of  the  action  of  a 
body  of  Pennsylvania  troops  who  in  Januar}',  1781,  after  asking 
in  vain  for  aid  forcibly  left  camp  at  Morristown,  N.  J.,  with 
the  determination  of  marching  to  Philadelphia  there  to  appeal 
personally  to  the  national  legislature  for  justice ;  and  when  their 
action  was  opposed  b}*  their  popular  commander,  Gen.  .Wayne, 
who  by  persuasion  and  threats  sought  to  turn  them  back,  they 
exhibited  their  tattered  garments  and  emaciated  forms,  and 
warned  him  not  to  fire  on  them,  for  as  much  as  they  loved  and 
respected  him,  should  he  do  so,  they  would  instantly  take  his 
life.  They  were  determined  to  go  to  Philadelphia  and  de- 
mand from  Congress  redress  for  their  grievances.  This  exam- 
ple set  by  the  Pensylvania  troops  was  followed  soon  after  by 
some  of  those  from  New  Jersc}',  and  the  feeling  of  discontent 
became  alarming.  Gen.  Washington  sent  Gen.  Robert  Howe 
with  five  hundred  men  to  restore  order  among  the  troops,  and 
after  hanging  two  of  the  poor  unfortunates,  perhaps  among  the 
most  conspicuous,  the  remainder  quietly  submitted  to  the  situa- 
tion. 
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These  men  were  uot  traitors :  they  were  compelled  by  sheer 
destitution  to  demand  that  which  was  rightfully  their  due. 
Congress  saw  the  necessity  and  acted  promptly,  doing  all  in  its 
power  to  relieve  the  army  from  its  half-starved  and  half-naked 
condition.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  investigate  and  re- 
port on  the  condition  of  the  army.  They  reported  "That  the 
army  had  not  been  paid  for  five  months ;  that  its  soldiers  had 
but  six  days  provisions  in  advance  and  on  several  occasions  had 
been  several  successive  days  without  meat ;  that  the  medical 
department  had  neither  sugar,  coffee,  tea,  chocolate,  wine  or 
spirituous  liquors  of  any  kind  ;  and  that  every  department  of 
the  army  was  without  money  and  had  not  even  a  shadow  of 
credit  left."  Congress  asked  the  several  states  each  to  supply 
annuall}'  by  direct  taxation  their  proportion  of  the  debt,  but 
every  state  was  groaning  under  its  own  obligations  and  Con- 
gress was  too  weak  to  enforce  its  demands,  although  the  effort 
created  great  excitement  in  several  states.  Through  this  per- 
haps unavoidable  failure  of  government  to  make  good  her  re- 
peated promises,  men  women  and  children  throughout  the  coun- 
try had  been  made  to  suffer,  a  fact  (hat  had  been  forgotten,  and 
now  that  party  which  had  broken  faith  with  them  was  demand- 
ing through  its  agents,  in  man}'  cases  their  last  dollar  to  support, 
as  the  common  people  argued,  a  reckle8s  and  extravagant  gov- 
ernment whose  rulers  and  associates  were  clothed  in  purple  and 
fine  linen,  faring  sumptuousl}*  every  day,  while  thej'  were  put  to 
their  wits  ends  to  provide  for  themselves  and  their  families  euflS- 
cient  food  and  clothing  and  avoid  the  common  fate  of  the  poor 
debtor,  incarceration  in  the  county  jail. 

Thus  were  matters  discussed  at  home  around  the  quiet  open 
fire-place,  on  the  street  corner,  by  the  road  side  and  at  the  tav- 
ern over  the  social  mug  of  flip.  Men  waxed  earnest  and  carried 
the  discussion  into  the  town  meeting ;  resoluticms  were  passed 
instructing  their  representatives  to  the  general  court  to  use  their 
influence  for  such  modifications  of  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth 
as  to  relieve  the  people  if  possible  from  their  unhappy  condition. 
The  argument  continued,  interest  in  the  subject  increased,  con- 
ventions were  called  where  towns  and  counties  were  represented 
by  delegates,  and  where  the  numerous  grievances  were  thor- 
oughly ventilated  and  numeious  suggestions  advanced  for  their 
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remedy  ;  memorials  were  IVameri  and  addressed  to  the  General 
Court  praying  for  certain  enactments  that  might  bring  relief. 

The  common  people  or  laboring  classes  were  indeed  sorely 
pressed  to  meet  their  private  obligations  while  levy  alter  levy 
of  public  taxes  were  being  laid  upon  them  b}'  the  legislature. 
This  condition  brought  a  rapid  increase  of  civil  actions,  giving 
the  legal  fraternity  a  grand  opportunity  of  reaping  a  harvest ; 
and  80  well  did  they  perform  their  services,  apd  so  vastly  were 
their  numbers  increased  that  the}'  became  an  eye-sore  to  the 
public.  The  lawyer  was  charged  with  having  brought  about  a 
large  share  of  the  burdens  which  the  peoj^le  were  laboring  under. 
It  was  publicly  demanded  that  this  profession  should  be  abol- 
ished :  that  its  members  certainly  should  not  be  allowed  to  hold 
public  office,  and  in  manj*  cases  the  representatives  chosen  for 
the  year  1786  were  instructed  by  their  constituents  to  anihilate 
them.  It  was  hard  indeed  to  see  honest  a*hd  industrious  men, 
valuable  helpers  in  societ}',  dragged  off  to  prison  or  their  lands 
seized  and  sold  to  satisfy  a  debt  or  for  the  paj-ment  of  overbur- 
densome  taxes.  The  people  were  driven  to  desperation  by  such 
occurrences,  and  their  attacks  were  first  made  on  the  Iaw3'er8  who 
brought  suits,  then  on  the  courts  who  passed  sentence  ;  and  is  it 
to  be  wondered  at  that  they  desired  to  staj*  proceedings  in  the 
lower  courts  until  such  time  as  the  legislature,  through  their 
representatives,  might  relieve  them  bj'  new  enactments  ?  This 
was  the  feeling  of  a  certain  element  among  the  insurrectionists, 
but  there  were  other  factions  at  work  in  and  out  of  these  con- 
ventions. There  were  those  who  entertained  an  honest  differ- 
ence of  opinion  regarding  the  construction  of  the  constitution^ 
or  articles  of  confederation.  Some  considered  them  sadly  de- 
fective and  were  striving  for  their  revision.  The  fiat  money  man 
was  there  claiming  that  an  increase  of  paper  dollars  would  re- 
lieve all  trouble.  The  tory  was  also  at  work  adding  fuel  to  the 
flame  hoping  that  the  fire  might  consume  the  machinery  of  the 
new  government  and  that  the  people  would  be  compelled  to  re- 
turn to  the  protection  of  Great  Britain. 

According  to  the  mode  of  taxation  of  those  days  one  third 
part  of  the  whole  was  to  be  paid  by  the  ratable  polls  alone,  which 
numbered  at  that  time  a  little  more  than  90,000.     In  1784,  the 
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legislature  voted  a  tax  of  £140,000,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ducing the  army  debt  that  amount.  Two  years  later  they 
assessed  £100,000  more  for  a  similar  purpose.  The  inequality 
of  .taxation  and  valuation  of  propert}'  to  be  assessed  gave  rise 
to  considerable  dissatisfaction  in  many  parts  of  the  Common- 
wealth. Public  taxes  took  precedence  over  private  debts  when 
the  scarcity  of  specie  was  offered  as  an  excuse  for  not  paying 
both,  and  as  a  relief  the  Tender  Act  was  passed  July  3,  1782, 
enabling  individuals  to  pay  private  contracts  on  other  property, 
the  value  of  which  was  to  be  fixed  by  impartial  men  under  oath. 
This  act  opened  the  wa}'  for  liostilities  between  debtor  and 
creditor  and  undoubtedl}'  had  its  infiuence  in  the  general  move- 
ment. 

Early  in  the  year  1784,  the  towns  of  Wrentham  and  Medway 
invited  their  sister  towns  in  Suffolk  county  to  meet  in  con- 
vention for  the  purp&se  of  consulting  together  to  the  end  that 
some  measures  might  be  adopted  to  relieve  the  people  from  their 
many  grievances.  About  the  same  time  the  town  of  Sutton  is- 
sued a  circular  letter  calling  a  convention  for  Worcester  count\-. 
Although  the  meeting  was  convened,  it  adjourned  without 
adopting  any  strenuous  measures.  On  Tuesda}-  the  22d  day 
of  August,  1784,  a  convention  was  held  at  Hatfield,  Hampshire 
county,  at  which  fifty  towns  in  that  county  were  represented  by 
delegates.  Benjamin  Bonney  was  chosen  presiding  officer. 
They  were  in  session  three  days  and  drew  up  the  following  list 
of  grievances,  which  they  termed  some  of  the  sources  of  that 
discontent  so  evident  throughout  the  Commonwealth  :  Ist,  the 
existence  of  the  Senate ;  2d,  the  present  mode  of  representation  ; 
3d,  the  officers  of  Government  not  being  annualh'  dependent  on 
the  representatives  of  the  people,  in  General  Court  assembled, 
for  their  salaries ;  4th,  all  the  civil  officers  of  Government  not 
being  annually  elected  by  the  representatives  of  the  people,  in 
General  Court  assembled  ;  5th,  the  existence  of  the  courts  of 
Common  Pleas  and  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace ;  6th,  the  fee 
ta"ble  as  it  now  stands  ;  7th,  the  present  mode  of  appropriating 
the  import  and  excise ;  8th,  the  unreasonable  grants  made  to 
some  of  the  officers  of  Government ;  9th,  the  supplimentarj-  aid  ; 
10th,  the  present  mode  of  paying  the  governmental  securities ; 
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1 1  th ,  the  present  mode  adopted  for  the  payment  and  speedy 
collection  of  the  last  tax ;  12th,  the  present  mode  of  taxation  as 
it  operates  unequallj*  between  the  polls  and  estates,  and  between 
landed  and  mercantile  interests ;  13tb,  the  present  method  of 
practice  of  the  attoruies  at  law;  14th,  the  want  of  sufficient 
medium  of  trade  to  remedy  the  mischiefs  arising  from  the  scar- 
city of  mone}' ;  15th,  the  General  Court  sitting  in  the  town  of 
Boston  ;  16th,  the  present  embarrassments  on  the  Press  ;  17th, 
the  neglect  of  the  settlement  of  important  matters  depending 
between  the  Commonwealth  and  Congress  relating  to  monies 
and  averages;  18th,  voted  this  convention  recommend  to  the 
several  towns  in  this  count}',  that  the}*  instruct  their  representa- 
tives to  use  their  influence  in  the  next  General  Court,  to  have 
emitted  a  bank  of  paper  money  subject  to  a  depreciation,  mak- 
ing it  a  tender  in  all  pajments,  equal  to  silver  and  gold,  to  be 
issued  in  order  to  call  in  the  commonwealth's  securities ;  19th, 
voted  that  whereas  several  of  the  above  articles  of  grievances 
arise  from  defects  in  the  constitution,  therefore  a  revision  of  the 
same  ought  to  take  place  ;  20th,  voted  that  it  be  recommended 
by  this  convention  to  the  several  towns  in  this  county,  that  they 
petition  the  Governor  to  call  the  General  Court  immediately 
together,  in  order  that  the  other  grievances  complained  of  may 
by  the  legislature  be  redressed  ;  21st,  voted  that  this  convention 
recommend  it  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  count}*,  that  they  abstain 
from  all  mobs  and  unlawful  assemblies,  until  a  constitutional 
method  of  redress  can  be  obtained  ;  22d,  voted  that  Mr.  Caleb 
West  be  desired  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
convention  to  the  convention  of  the  county  of  Worcester ;  23d, 
voted  that  the  chairman  of  this  convention  be  desired  to  trans- 
Ait  a  cop3'  of  the  proceedings  of  this  convention  to  the  county 
of  Berkshire  ;  24th,  voted  that  the  chairman  of  this  convention 
be  directed  to  notif}'  a  county  convention,  upon  any  motion 
made  to  him  for  that  purpose,  if  he  judge  the  reasons  sufficient, 
giving  such  notice  together  with  the  reasons  therefor  in  the  pub- 
lic papers  of  this  county  ;  25th,  voted  that  a  copy  of  the  pro- 
ceedingp  of  this  convention  be  sent  to  the  press  in  Springfleld 
for  publication. 
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These  twenty-five  articles  were  the  deliberate  expression  of 
delegates  representing  fifty  towns  in  Hampshire  county,  which 
was  then  the  largest  county  in  area  in  the  Commonwealth.* 
Through  the  medium  of  town  meetings  and  conventions  the 
people  throughout  the  state,  particular!}*  the  western  and  mid- 
dle portion,  had  become  thoroughly  aroused  upon  the  subject  of 
their  grievances  and  the  best  manner  of  redressing  them.  It  was 
made  the  issue  at  the  ballot  box,  and  representatives  were  sent 
to  the  General  Court  to  work  out  these  much  needed  reforms. 
A  bill  was  introduced  in  the  legislature  authorizing  the  issue  <if 
an  adequate  amount  of  paper  money  ;  and  to  avoid  the  diflSculty 
of  redeeming  it,  the  bill  provided  for  its  depreciation  at  fixed 
rates  in  certain  given  periods,  until  at  a  suitable  time  the  whole 
should  be  extinguished.  But  this  was  too  wild  a  scheme  to 
succeed,  and  failed  to  receive  the  requisite  support  to  become 
a  law. 

The  resolution  passed  by  Congress  Oct.  21,  1780,  allowing 
oflScers  in  the  armj*  half  pay  for  life  had,  on  account  of  the  lack 
of  funds,  proved  ineflective,  and  on  the  2'2nd  daj'  of  March, 
1782,  a  resolution  was  passed  commuting  it  to  five  years'  full 
pay.  This  last  act  of  Congress  gave  rise  to  a  general  expression 
of  dissatisfaction  among  the  officers  and  people  not  onh*  in 
Massachusetts  but  in  all  the  states.  It  seemed  to  offer  a  pre- 
cedent for  partial  if  not  complete  repudiation.  If  Congress 
could  by  a  single  vote  cancel  an  obligation  to  p&y  a  debt  simplj- 
for  the  reason  that  the}'  had  not  the  ready  money  with  which  to 
satisfy  that  obligation,  why  could  not  the  poor  people  of  the 
country  be  relieved  from  the  pa}Tnent  of  their  private  debts  for 
a  like  reason,  especially  those  persons  who  were  to  be  defrauded 
by  the  late  action  of  Congress? 

In  the  month  of  April,  1782,  the  feeling  of  unrest  and  dissatis- 
faction was  apparent  in  many  portions  of  the  state  and  one 
Samuel  Ely  was  indicted  at  Northampton  for  attempting  t(»  pre- 
vent the  sitting  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  at  that  place. 


*  Franklin  and  Hampden  counties  y^'ere  set  off  from  it  by  act  of  the  Leg- 
islature of  ISl  1-12. 
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He  pleaded  giiilty  and  was  confined  in  jail,  but  while  the 
guard,  who  were  composed  of  inhabitants  from  Springfield,  were 
off  duty,  Mr.  Ely's  fiiends  gave  him  his  liberty,  for  which  offence 
the  leaders  of  the  liberating  party  were  confined  in  the  same 
pi-ison,  and  an  effort  was  made  to  release  them  also.  At  this 
the  militia  of  the  count}*,  numbering  about  1500  men,  were 
called  out  to  protect  the  jail.  But  there  was  no  serious  trouble, 
and  in  the  month  of  November  following  the  General  Court 
passed  a  law  granting  the  rioters  complete  pardon. 

The  fire  continued  to  smolder  within  the  breasts  of  the  peo- 
ple ready  to  burst  out  at  any  moment  into  a  fearful  conflagra- 
tion that  might  destro}'  the  life  of  the  young  Republic ;  and  the 
political  war-cloud  that  was  soon  to  test  the  strength  of  this 
Commonwealth  was  gathering  in  its  fierceness  from  day  to  day, 
while  its  black  lines  were  distinctly  visible  from  Boston  rolling 
up  its  dark  folds  along  the  western  horizon  in  a  most  threaten- 
ing attitude.  For  more  than  four  years  the  people  had  been 
looking  to  the  Legislature  for  relief,  but  had  been  disappointed. 
Little  progress  had  been  made ;  there  seemed  to  be  too  much 
delay.  The  people  could  wait  no  longer.  The  enthusiastic 
convention  held  at  Hartford  had  given  the  people  new  inspira- 
tion and  confidence,  and  some  of  them  determined  to  take  the 
reins  in  their  own  hands  hoping  to  accelerate  matters ;  but  in 
this  the}'  were  not  wholly  united.  While  it  seemed  evident  that 
a  large  majority  of  the  people  in  the  state  west  of  the  county  of 
Middlesex  were  in  favor  of  the  desired  reformation,  and  in  ftill 
sympathy  with  the  general  movement,  a  considerable  portion  of 
them  did  not  deem  it  wise  to  resort  to  violence  to  accomplish 
their  purpose,  and  were  not  willing  to  join  with  their  more  zeal- 
ous and  enthusiastic  brothers  in  taking  up  arms  against  the 
government,  and  were  determined  to  remain  neutral  in  the  fight ; 
but  when  the  repeated  calls  on  the  militia,  of  which  the}'  were 
a  part,  were  made  to  disperse  the  insurgents  as  they  collected 
to  prevent  the  sittings  of  the  inferior  courts,  that  arm  of  the  gov- 
ernment to  which  they  looked  for  strength  was  found  to  be 
paralyzed,  and  the  officers  of  the  courts  were  powerless  and 
helpless  in  the  hands  of  the  regulators,  as  they  styled  themselves. 
Hostilities,  were  carried  no  further  than  the  preventing  of  the 
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courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  from 
performing  legal  business.  The  destruction  of  life  or  property 
was  not  contemplated  by  the  Regulators  any  more  than  it  was  by 
the  friends  of  Benjamin  F.  Butler  when  they  took  possession  of 
Mechanics'  Hall  at  a  session  of  the  Democratic  convention  in 
this  city  a  few  years  since.  They  came  out  to  exhibit  their 
strength  in  numbers  and  took  possession  of  the  Court  Houses 
to  show  their  determination  that  they  meant  to  have  reformation^ 
not  only  in  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  but  in  the  manner  of 
their  execution.  It  was  the  spontaneous  uprising  of  an  over- 
taxed and  overburdened  people.  But  the  welfare  of  public 
peace  is  always  more  or  less  placed  in  jeopard}'  where  large  or 
even  small  bodies  of  men  are  assembled  together  entertaining 
fixed  opinions,  and  especially  where  they  display  a  willingness 
to  re-enforce  their  opinions  b}*  physical  strength  ;  and  a  portion 
of  this  impoverished  people  resolved,  perhaps  unwisely,  to  tr3- 
their  success  or  defeat  in  that  way.  Nowhere  during  the  cam- 
paign was  there  an  assault  made  by  them  the  object  of  which 
was  the  destructioo  of  life  or  propertj',  therefore  the  magnitude 
of  this  political  movement  cannot  be  measured  by  the  loss  of  life 
or  the  destruction  of  property' :  that  was  studiously  avoided  by 
the  Regulators  and  only  done  near  the  close  of  the  contest  by 
some  of  the  most  exasperated  and  reckless  members  of  the  party. 
Worcester  count}'  had  witnessed  her  share  of  conventions. 
The  town  of  Sutton  had  perhaps  taken  the  lead  in  extending 
the  invitations.  The  first  meeting  was  held  in  March,  1784, 
Mr.  Ebenezer  Davis  being  chosen  presiding  officer.  For  two 
years  the  regulators  had  been  gaining  strength,  and  there  seem- 
ed to  be  little  disposition  on  the  part  of  Gov.  John  Hancock  to 
push  matters  to  a  crisis.  But  on  the  election  of  James  Bowdcin 
as  Governor  in  1785,  the  situation  on  the  part  of  government 
began  to  assume  a  different  aspect.  In  May,  1786,  the  town  of 
Sutton  again  issued  a  call  for  a  convention  at  Leicester,  at  which 
Mr.  Willis  Hall  of  Sutton  was  chosen  prssident.  Without 
adopting  any  definite  plans  for  the  future  the  convention  adjourn- 
ed to  meet  at  the  same  place,  August  15th,  following,  at  which 
time  37  towns  in  Worcester  county  were  represented  by  dele- 
gates.    A  committee   was  chosen   to  correspond   with   other 
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coanty  organizations  and  to  prepare  on  address  for  the  people, 
and  adjourned  to  Worcester  where  numerous  delegates  from 
other  counties,  also  many  persons  who  were  prominent  and  ac- 
tive in  the  movement  from  different  of  the  state  had  assembled. 
As  a  result  of  this  conference,  a  petition  to  the  General  Court 
was  prepared  reiterating  their  many  grievances,  which  'were  in 
substance  similar  to  the  list  alread}'  quoted,  and  intimated  their 
intention,  unless  the  authorities  granted  the  praj^er  of  their 
petition,  of  calling  a  state  convention.  At  the  same  time  the 
people  were  counseled  to  abstain  from  taking  up  arms  to  stop 
the  courts,  means  which  had  already  been  emplo^^ed  in  other 
counties.  To  the  credit  of  Worcester  county  it  can  be  said  that 
her  people  were  not  in  favor  of  appealing  to  arms  for  a  settle- 
ment of  their  troubles  at  this  time.  The  experience  of  the  past 
ten  years  had  taught  them  to  dread  war,  and  particularly  to 
stand  in  fear  of  civil  war :  they  preferred  rather  to  rely  on,  and 
appeal  to  the  good  sense  of  the  people,  believing  that  in  its  own 
good  time  the  right  would  prevail  and  the  proper  legislation 
would  be  obtained.  The  result  shows  the}'  were  wise  in  that 
conclusion,  for  the  moment  an  armed  force  was  arrayed  against 
government,  notwithstanding  the  administration  had  been  dis- 
tasteful and  unsatisfactory,  it  drew  their  sympathy,  and  the 
party  in  opposition  to  government  lost  strength  materially  in 
numbers — onl}'  the  most  desperate  and  reckless  were  left  to 
carry  on  the  warfare. 

The  town  of  Northampton,  Hampshire  county,  had  already 
been  the  scene  of  conflict  between  the  citizens  and  the  officers 
of  the  courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  General  Sessions.  But 
Thursday  the  29th  day  of  August,  1786,  the  Regulators  were 
again  determined  that  no  business  should  for  the  present  be 
transacted  bv  that  vexatious  arm  of  the  law.  About  1500  men 
assembled  with  such  arms  as  they  could  command,  and  took 
possession  of  the  court  house  and  effectually  prevented  the  sit- 
ting of  the  official  body.  This  bold  step  called  forth  a  procla- 
mation from  his  excellency.  Gov.  Bowdoin,  in  which  he  appealed 
to  the  officers  and  citizens  of  the  state  to  suppress  such  treason- 
able demonstrations.  The  Insurgents  paid  but  little  attention 
to  the  call  of  the  Governor,  while  the  citizens  of  the  counties  of 
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Hampshire,  Berkshire,  Worcester,  Middlesex  and  Bristol  were 
in  a  state  of  intense  excitement.  A  general  outbreak  seemed 
inevitable.  The  campaign  was  opened  in  good  earnest ;  one 
scene  of  excitement  after  another  followed  in  quick  succession, 
the  first  point  being  Worcester.  Monday  night,  Sept.  4th,  an 
armed  body  of  men  under  command  of  Capt.  Adam  Wheeler  of 
Hubbardston,  took  possession  of  the  court  house,  and  on  Tues- 
day morning  a  considerable  re-inforcement  joined  the  guard, 
while  numerous  sympathisers  and  curiosit}'  seekers  gathered 
about  the  premises  evidently  enjoying  the  spectacle.  On  the 
arrival  of  the  hour  for  convening  the  court,  the  Justices  and 
court  attendants  were  seen  making  their  way  to  the  court  house, 
and  on  reaching  the  door  and  finding  it  guarded  by  armed 
men  who  opposed  their  entrance.  Chief  Justice  Artemas  Ward 
demanded  why  this  armed  force  was  present  and  who  was  in 
command.  Capt.  Wheeler  replied  they  had  come  to  relieve  the 
country  from  distress  by  preventing  the-  sessions  of  the  courts 
until  the  people  could  obtain  relief  from  their  greivances  by  leg- 
islation. The  Judge  reproved  the  rioters,  as  he  termed  them, 
for  the  rashness  of  their  conduct  and  then  retired  with  his  asso- 
ciates to  the  United  States  Arms  Tavern,  where  the  court  wa? 
formal!}'  opened  and  immediate!}'  adjonrned  to  the  next  day. 
Although  the  community  had  been  forewarned  of  the  intention 
of  the  Regulators,  and  orders  had  been  issued  calling  out  the 
local  miiitia,  the  officers  reported  that  it  was  not  in  their  power 
to  muster  their  companies,  showing  conclusively  that  that  arm 
of  the  government  was  in  sympathy  with  the  action  of  the  peo- 
ple. Thus  the  courts  were  sh<»rn  of  their  strength,  and  the 
judges  accepting  the  only  alternative  adjourned  them  to  Tues- 
day, Nov.  21st. 

For  two  days  Worcester  had  been  the  seat  of  intense  excite- 
ment. At  the  first  appearance  of  Capt.  Wheeler  in  the  town, 
his  command  numbered  less  than  one  hundred  men,  but  during 
Tuesday  many  recruits  joined  his  company  until  it  numbered 
four  hundred  strong,  and  the  greater  part  well  armed.  The}' 
must  have  created  no  little  amount  of  enthusiasm  in  this  quiet, 
rural  town,  as  they  marched  up  and  down  Main  street  to  the 
stirring  sound  of  fife  and  drum,  each  man  plumed  with  a  sprig 
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of  evergreen,  the  emblem  of  distress.  This  was  the  flrst  in-^ 
stance  in  Worcester  where  a  tribunal  established  for  the  admin- 
istration of  justice  had  been  interfered  with  by  armed  men. 
Can  you  not  in  imagination  look  back  and  see  the  hard  handed 
son  of  toil,  the  sturd}'  3'eoman,  the  legal  representative  and  the 
aristocrat  standing  together  at  the  street  corner  in  heated  dis- 
cussion concerning  the  vital  political  issues  of  the  day  ?  Can 
you  wonder  that  people  were  for  the  moment  excited  ?  By 
Wednesday  the  Regulators  had  accomplished  their  work  for  this 
time  and  quietly  dispersed  to  their  homes. 

The  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  Worcester  countv,  consisted 
at  this  time  of  Major  Gen.  Artemas  Ward  of  Shrewsbury,  Chief 
Justice,  Joseph  Dorr  of  Ward,  Moses  Gill  of  Princeton,  and 
Samuel  Baker  of  Berlin,  associates.  The  Court  of  General  Ses- 
sions of  the  Peace  for  the  county,  was  composed  of  all  the  Jus- 
tices in  the  count}',  presided  over  by  one  or  more  of  the  four 
above  mentioned  judges.  These  two  courts  are  often  referred 
to  as  one  body,  in  fact  their  sessions  were^held  together.  They 
were  required  to  meet  in  the  months  of  Februarj^  May,  August, 
and  November,  each  year.  Three  of  the  judges  constituted  a 
quorum  for  business  as  a  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  while  the 
fourth  judge  occupied  the  chair  of  dignity  in  the  Court  of  Gen- 
eral  Sessions  of  the  l*eaoe.  When  questions  of  importance  were 
pending  it  was  usual  for  all  the  judges  to  sit  in  the  Court  of 
General  Sessions.  This  tribunal  had  jurisdiction  over  the  mi- 
nor criminal  offences  committed  in  the  count}'.  It  was  to  "keep 
and  cause  to  be  kept  the  laws  and  ordinances  made  for  the  good 
of  the  peace  and  for  the  conservation  of  the  same,  and  for  the 
quiet  rule  and  government  of  our  people."  To  chastise  and 
punish  all  persons  offending  against  the  form  of  these  laws  and 
ordinances  ''Imprisonments,  fines,  the  whipping  post,  the  stocks 
and  the  pillory"  were  their  instruments  of  punishment.  This 
court  was  also  given  the  management  of  the  financial  afiTairs  of 
the  county,  and  necessarily  had  much  to  do  with  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  collection  of  the  obnoxious  taxes  which  so  annoyed 
the  people. 

The  counsellors  for  the  Regulators  had  now  determined  on 
showing  a  bold  front,  and  to  present  their  claims  for  redress  in 
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stronger  terms.  Their  fHends  in  Hampshire  county  had  organ- 
ized themselves  for  the  purpose  of  using  force  when  necessary. 
Worcester  county  also  had  produced  an  armed  body  of  men  who 
had  successfully  overawed  the  exactious  courts  at  Worcester ; 
the  militia  had  thus  far  failed  to  respond  to  the  calls  made-  on 
them  to  sustain  the  courts,  and  to  many  of  the  Regulators  the 
way  peemed  certainl}'  open  to  success.  The  courts  of  Common 
Pleas  and  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  were  next  to  be  held 
at  Concord  and  Taunton,  both  on  the  same  day,  Tuesday  Sept. 
12th,  and  as  it  had  been  intimated  that  at  attempt  might  be 
made  to  prevent  their  sitting  at  these  places,  the  officers  of 
government  resolved  to  call  out  the  militia  for  the  counties  of 
Middlesex  and  Bristol,  feeling  confident  that  the  inhabitants  of 
these  districts  would  prove  more  loyal  than  those  in  the  western 
counties  had  shown  themselves.  The  call  ha^ing  been  made, 
a  delegation  from  the  people  of  Concord  and  other  towns  in  the 
vicinity  waited  on  the  proper  authorities  and  asked  that  the 
order  might  be  rescinded  ;  that  the  popular  excitement  vrould 
be  greatly  alleviated  by  so  doing,  while  its  enforcement  would 
onlv  add  fuel  to  the  flame ;  and  thev  would  see  to  it  that  com- 
petent  committees  should  be  in  readiness  for  the  purpose  of 
conferring  with  such  armed  men  as  should  appear  for  the  pur- 
pose of  interfering  with  the  courts,  who  would  advise  them 
to  desist  from  the  use  of  force  and  adopt  more  moderate  meas- 
ures. The  delegates  were  received  with  favor  and  the  order 
countermanded  for  Middlesex,  but  was  to  remain  in  force  in 
Bristol  count}-  conditionally.  These  well  meaning  pacificators 
did  not  k^ow  their  men  :  their  good  promises  did  not  avail  any- 
thing^ for  on  Monday  Sept.  11th,  about  100  men  under  Job 
Shattuck  of  Groton  and  Capt.  Nathan  Smith  of  Shirley,  entered 
the  town  of  Concord  and  hastih'  constructed  a  rude  camp  with 
boards  and  posts  in  which  several  loads  of  hay  were  furnished 
b}'  the  quartermaster  to  be  used  for  beds  while  several  kegs  of 
rum  were  on  tap  to  give  zest  to  the  occasion.  Tuesday,  these 
men  took  possession  of  the  court  house,  and  set  sentinels  to 
guard  the  place.  About  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  one  of 
the  Regulators  acting  as  Sergeant,  accompanied  by  fife  and 
drums,  went  out  a  short  distance  from  the  court  house  and  re- 
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of  Hubbardston  and  Converse  of  Hard  wick.  A  convention  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Middlesex  countj'  was  there  in  session  ;  dele- 
gates from  twenty-six  or  twent3'-seven  towns  liad  met  at  Brown's 
tavern,  but  not  being  acommodated  with  sufficient  room  there, 
anjourned  to  the  meeting  house.  At  the  same  time  the  judges, 
justices  and  attendants  of  the  courts  were  at  Jones*  tavern  where 
the}'  took  dinner  and  were  waiting  events. 

The  following  notice  was  posted  on  the  court  house  door : 

To  the  Hon.  JanticeH  of  the  Court  of  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and 
Court  of  Common  Pleas^  in  the  County  of  Middlesex, 

V 

The  voice  of  the  people  of  this  county  is,  that  the  Court  of 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
shall  not  enter  this  court  house  until  such  times  as  the  peo- 
ple shall  have  redress  from  the  number  of  grievances  they 
labor  under  at  present,  which  will  be  set  forth  in  a  petition 
or  remonstrance  to  the.  next  General  Court. 

Concord,  September  12,  1786. 
Later  in  the  afternoon  it  received  the  following  endorsement : 

Since  writing  the  within  it  has  been  arranged  that  the  Court  of  Sessions 
may  open  and  adjourn  to  the  first  Tuesday  of  Xovember  next,  without  going 
into  the  court  house. 

As  the  Judges  concluded  it  would  be  unwise  to  attempt  the 
transaction  of  business,  they  sent  word  to  the  Regulators  that 
neither  court  would  be  opened  as  it  was  impossible  with  the 
armed  force  before  them. 

The  Regulators  now  numbered  about  300,  some  220  armed  with 
guns,  the  remainder  with  swords  and  clubs,  led  by  Job  Shat- 
tuck  of  Groton,  Nathan  Smith  of  Shirley,  Adam  Wheeler  of  Hub- 
bardston, Abraham  Gale  of  Princeton,  Converse  of  Hardwick, 
and  Morris.  During  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday  some  of  the  sol- 
diers who  had  partaken  too  freely  of  the  stimulating  rations, 
became  quite  lawless,  and  one  Nathan  Smith  of  Shirley  was  so 
reckless  that  he  is  reported  to  have  said,  accompanying  the  same 
with  oaths,  that  every  person  who  did  not  follow  his  drum  in 
two  hours,  whether  he  be  court,  town  committee,  or  otherwise. 
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should  be  driven  out  of  town  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet ;  and 
whoever  should  be  left  would  be  ^ ^monuments  of  God's  sparing 
mercy,"  to  which  the  leader  of  the  company  from  Worcester 
county  replied,  telling  Smith  that  unless  he  recalled  those  words, 
he  and  his  men  would  never  Join  his  company.  Smith  retracted, 
they  joined  forces,  and  the  courts  were  compelled,  at  Concord,  to 
yield  to  the  popular  demand.  At  Taunton  the  Regulators  were 
more  successful,  although  they  did  not  take  possession  of  the 
court  house  they  turned  out  in  far  greater  numbers  than  the  mili- 
tia, and  by  their  presence  prevented  the  sitting  of  the  courts.* 
At  this  time  it  was  estimated  that  not  more  than  one  quarter 
of  the  people  in  the  state  could  be  relied  upon  as  being  firm 
supporters  of  government.  This  was  well  understood  by  the 
judges  of  the  courts  as  well  as  the  chief  officer  of  state.  But 
the  remaining  three  quarters  of  the  people  while  they  desired 
reformation  in  the  government,  did  not  wish  its  annihilation, 
for  which  so  manv  lives  had  been  sacrificed  and  so  much  treasure 
expended.  And  now  the  issue  came,  either  to  support  the 
government  or  take  up  arms  to  destroy  it ;  there  could  be  no 
middle  course.  Man}'  were  inclined  to  wait  for  the  correction 
of  abuses  in  the  new  constitution,  which  at  most  was  but  an  ex- 
periment. This  kind  of  feeling  took  possession  of  many  who 
had  been  ardent  supporters  and  participators  in  the  numerous 
conventions  which  had  created  so  much  enthusiasm  throughout 
the  state. 


*  Here  a  greater  effort  was  made  to  get  out  the  militia,  or  they  were  more 
willing  to  respond  to  the  call,  and  several  companies  (about  300  men)  re- 
ported to  Major  Gen.  David  Cobb,  who  took  possession  of  the  court  house. 
This  force  consisted  of  nine  companies;  two  from  Dalton,  under  Captains 
Walker  and  Talbot ;  two  or  three  from  Bridgewater,  under  Col.  Orr ;  two 
from  Raynham,  under  Captains  Hall  and  Washburn ;  one  from  Rehoboth, 
under  Lieutenants  Peak  and  Carpenter ;  one  from  Taunton,  under  Captain 
Williams,  and  one  from  South  Taunton,  under  Captain  Townshend.  The 
Regulators  were  commanded  by  David  Valentine. 

The  courts  with  due  deference  to  the  majority  and  the  wish  of  the  people 
adjourned  without  day,  although  in  this  instance  they  were  sustained  and 
protected  by  the  strong  arm  of  the  state. 
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While  this  agitation  was  going  on  in  Bristol  and  Middlesex 
counties,  the  excitement  was  running  high  in  the  western  por- 
tion of  the  state.  Between  two  and  three  thousand  men  assem- 
bled at  Great  Barrington,  Berkshire  county,  to  prevent  the 
sitting  of  the  courts  in  that  place.  A  correspondent,  under  date 
of  Sept.  16,  1786,  writes  as  follows:  "'Tuesday  last  was  a 
melancholy  day.  From  ten  p.  m.  the  preceding  da}'  until  Tues- 
day eve  our  streets  were  crowded  with  men  in  arms — discon- 
tented people  of  the  count}*,  assembled  to  suppress  the  courts. 
The  militia  were  ordered  out  but  only  made  matters  worse. 
Between  two  and  three  thousand  men  were  out,  four  fifths  at 
least  were  on  the  side  of  opposition.  The  court  met  at  a  pri- 
vate house  and  adjourned  without  day.  The  court  house  was 
strictly  guarded.  The  Insurgents  entered  the  house  where  the 
justices  were,  and  at  the  point  of  the  ba^'onet  extorted  such  en- 
gagements from  them  as  suited  their  capricious  and  absurd  hu- 
mors.* They  opened  the  prison  and  set  at  large  those  confined 
for  debt,  and  threatened  to  demolish  the  court  house." 

The  Regulators  now  turned  their  attention  to  Springfield, 
where  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  was  to  convene.  It  was  not 
because  they  stood  in  fear  of  indictments,  for  wherever  the 
lower  courts  had  been  able  to  transact  any  business,  they  failed 
thiough  their  jurors  of  finding  bills  against  any  of  the  Insurgents. 
The  signal  for  an  alarm  in  Springfield  on  this  occasion  was 
sounded  on  Saturday  afternoon,  Sept.  23,  by  Elisha  Porter  Esq., 
high  sheriff  of  Hampshire  county,  who  on  his  arrival  from  Had- 
ley  informed  the  people  of  Springfield  that  men  were  assembling 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  sitting  of  the  court  at  that 
place,  and  informed  Maj.  Gen.  William  Shepard  and  also  order- 
ed the  court  house  guarded.  That  night  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  furnished  the  guard  but  were  relieved  Sunday  morning  by 
a  company  of  militia  from  Northampton  ;  and  ^ends  of  govern- 
ment to  the  number  of  800,  armed  and  ofiScered  with  five  or  six 


*  The  engagement  here  refered  to,  that  was  forced  from  the  justices,  was 
an  agreement  not  to  act  under  their  commissions  until  the  grierances  of  the 
people  were  redressed,  which  they  signed. 
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hundred  spectators,  all  with  pieces  of  white  paper  in  their  hats 
to  distinguish  themselves  from  the  Regulators.  The  judges 
arrived  Monday  evening  and  Tuesday  morning,  and  proceeded 
to  business,  but  adjourned  from  day  to  day  to  Thursday  the 
28th,  and  then  adjourned  without  day.  The  opposition  party 
present  on  Tuesday  morning  the  25th  was  estimated  at  600,  and 
by  evening  had  increased  to  900  well  armed  men  under  Capt. 
Daniel  Shays.  They  also  had  their  quota  of  camp  followers  to 
the  number  of  500,  all  with  green  boughs  in  their  hats. 

The  opposing  parties  seemed  to  be  very  equally  matched  as 
to  numbers,  but  there  appeared  to  be  no  desire  for  crossing 
swords.  They  faced  each  other  until  Wednesday  the  27th, 
when  committes  were  chosen  by  each  of  the  contending  parties 
to  meet  and  devise  some  honorable  means  for  a  release  from  this 
awkward  dilemma  of  two  well  armed  forces  confronting  each 
other,  neither  wishing  to  strike  a  blow,  and  both  ready  to  offer 
an  excuse  for  their  presence.  The  conclusion  of  the  joint 
committee  was,  tha^  Gen.  Shepard  march  his  troops  on  Con- 
tinental Hill  and  there  disband ;  Capt.  Shays  to  march  his 
men  to  ground  adjacent  to  the  court  house  and  disband,  every 
man  to  immediately'  return  to  his  liome.  This  was  done,  and 
the  report  goes  on  to  sa}'  that  in  consequence  of  this  disturbance, 
the  high  sheriff  ordered  the  criminals  confined  in  the  jail  in  that 
town  to  be  set  at  liberty.  Quite  likely  this  was  a  part  of  the 
the  programme  arranged  bj^  the  committees  on  Wednesda}-,  the 
Regulators  gaining  so  much  b}'  the  compromise. 

The  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  with  the  management  of  the 
affairs  of  the  state  had  now  become  truly  alarming.  The  excite- 
ment was  intense,  and  quite  general  throughout  the  Common- 
wealth, while  the  same  sentiment  had  made  its  appearance 
among  the  people  of  other  states — Connecticut,  Rhode  Island 
and  New  Hampshire.  In  the  latter  state  the  legislature  having 
failed  to  grant  the  prayers  of  certain  petitions  presented  b\-  dis- 
affected persons,  those  persons  organized  themselves  into  an 
armed  force,  and  on  the  20th  day  of  Sept.,  1786,  marched  in- 
to Exeter  and  surrounded  the  meeting  house  where  both  houses 
of  assembly  were  in  session,  and  tried  to  enforce  their  demands 
with  threats  of  death  to  any   person   who   should   attempt  to 
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escape  until  the^^  were  granted.  Their  cry  was  for  paper  mon- 
e}',  an  equal  distribution  of  property,  and  a  release  from  debts. 
During  the  day  the  legislators  were  thus  held  in  confinement 
without  passing  a  single  act  for  the  relief  of  their  their  threaten- 
ing captors.  Early  on  that  Wednesday  evening  the  loyal  in- 
habitants of  Exeter  and  vicinity  rallied  to  the  relief  of  their  law 
makers,  and  the  familiar  roll  of  the  drum  calling  the  men  to- 
gether, and  their  loud  huzzas  for  government  reached  the  ears 
of  the  insurrectionists,  who  thought  discretion  the  better  part  of 
valor  and  withdrew  rather  than  provoke  an  attack  which  they 
felt  sure  would  come  if  they  continued  longer  to  hold  the  legis- 
lature in  confinement.  The  same  evening  orders  were  issued 
calling  out  the  state  militia  to  quell  the  insurrection,  and  on  the 
next  day  the  chief  officer  in  the  movement  with  about  forty  of 
his  followers  were  arrested,  but  only  six  were  detained  for  trial 
for  treason.  Two  others  were  subsequently  arrested  and  tried 
for  the  same  offence,  but  all  were  finally  released. 

In  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  the  courts  in  Middle- 
sex and  Bristol  counties  were  inoperative,  while  on  account  of 
organized  armed  opposition  it  was  impossible  for  the  courts  to 
transact  any  business  in  the  counties  of  Worcester,  Hampshire, 
or  Berkshire.  This  left  but  a  very  small  portion  of  the  territory 
of  the  state  under  the  control  of  its  governor.  A  proclamation 
had  been  issued  calling  together  the  members  of  the  General 
Court  on  the  18th  of  October.  But  the  decided  stand  taken  by 
the  opposition  party  and  their  bold  actions  influenced  Governor 
Bowdoin  to  issue  another  call,  fixing  Wednesday  the  27th  day 
of  September  for  their  coming  together ;  and  at  the  opening  for 
business  the  Governor  took  occasion  to  address  that  honorable 
body  on  the  condition  of  affairs  within  the  commonwealth,  stat- 
ing the  danger  that  might  come  from  such  unjustifiable  actions 
of  the  insurgents,  and  how  he  had  attempted  to  suppress  them. 
"If  the  people,"  he  said,  "would  not  be  obedient  to  orders  is- 
sued for  their  own  safety,  (referring  to  the  failure  of  the  militia 
to  respond  to  bis  call)  the  consequences  were  imputable  only  to 
themselves."  The  speech  was  cordially  received,  but  the  major- 
ity of  the  General  Court  was  not  found  in  favor  of  adopting  any 
coercive  measures  towards  the  people. 
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They  felt  that  the  first  thing  for  thera  to  do  was  to  remove, 
so  far  as  it  was  in  their  power,  all  causes  for  discontent,  believ- 
ing when  this  was  done  nothing  further  would  be  heard  of  in- 
surrections. 

County  conventions  were  again  in  order,  eighteen  towns  in 
Middlesex,  forty-one  in  Worcester,  and  all  but  one  in  Bristol, 
met  in  convention  in  their  several  counties,  and  petitions  were 
framed  and  sent  to  the  General  Court.  That  body,  however, 
looked  with  some  suspicion  upon  the  acts  of  these  conventions, 
considering  them  as  rather  wanting  the  constitutional  impress  ; 
and  that  it  was  necessary'  for  these  petitions  to  be  referred  back 
to  the  several  towns  for  their  endorsements  before  they  could 
legally  come  before  them  for  their  action.  But  the  petitions, 
whether  from  the  towns  or  counties,  were  so  nearly  alike  that 
the}'  decided  to  consider  the  following  articles  :  The  sitting  of  the 
General  Court  in  Boston  ;  the  institution  and  regulation  of  the 
courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace, 
with  the  mode  of  holding  the  Probate  courts  ;  the  burdens  of  the 
people  arising  from  the  scarcit}-  of  money  and  the  difficulties 
thereby  accruing  in  the  payment  of  back  taxes  and  private  debts  ; 
the  mode  of  appropriating  the  proceeds  of  the  import  and  excise 
duties  ;  the  fee  bill  and  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  government. 
These  matters  were  at  once  referred  to  the  proper  committees, 
and  the  work  of  reconstruction  began.  Although  the  annual 
salary  of  the  Governor  had  been  previously  fixed  at  £1100  by  a 
vote  of  the  legislature  under  the  constitution,  this  General  Court 
voted  that  it  was  within  the  province  of  that  body  to  fix  this 
salar}'  from  year  to  jear  ;  that  in  their  opinion  it  was  too  high 
at  the  present  time  and  should  be  considerably  reduced,  as  well 
as  the  salaries  of  all  other  state  officers,  at  the  first  session  of  the 
next  legislature.  In  fact  the  entire  session  was  passed  in  faith- 
fully trying  to  find  and  adopt  some  measures  that  would  aflford 
relief  to  their  suflTeriug  constituenc}'.  The  house  voted  to  re- 
move the  court  from  Boston  if  it  could  be  done  with'anv  advan- 
tage  to  the  people  ;  and  a  committee  consisting  of  one  from  each 
county  was  appointed  to  report  at  the  next  session  upon  a  suit- 
able place.  An  address  to  the  people  was  issued  and  sent  to 
every  town  in  the  state,  for  the  purpose  of  informing  them  of  the 
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exact  condition  of  public  matters,  and  tiding  to  show  that  much 
of  the  dissatisfaction  and  unrest  among  the  people  came  largely 
from  a  lack  of  knowledge  relating  to  the  affairs  of  state  ;  that 
false  rumors  had  been  put  in  circulation  b}*  designing  men  to 
embitter  them  against  an  administration  that  was  doing  all  in  its 
power  for  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  her  people.  Mr.  Isaiah 
Thomas  in  his  Worcester  Magazine,  speaking  of  the  court,  says: 
*'We  must  acknowledge,  no  General  Court  since  the  Revolution, 
have  deserved  more  of  their  countrj',  nor  could  any  court  have 
made  greater  exertions  to  restore  the  public  tranquility  in  times 
of  difficulty  and  danger."  A  general  pardon  was  granted  all 
persons  who  had  taken  part  in  the  insurrection,  upon  their  tak- 
ing the  oath  of  allegiance  previo^is  to  the  first  day  of  Jan..  1787. 
The  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  and  the  provision 
for  trying  persons  charged  with  high  treason  was  to  take  place 
under  the  same  condition.  A  bill  passed  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives to  be  engrossed  for  regulating  the  proceedings  in  the 
courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace ;  and 
after  having  given  much  time  to  tl^e  removal  of  some  of  the 
thorns  in  the  ilesh,  they  hoped  that  discord  might  disappear, 
and  to  discourage  the  appearance  oi  further  armed  resistance,  a 
riot  act  was  passed,  as  well  as  a  vote  to  sustain  the  Governor 
in  calling  out  the  militia  to  support  theSupreme  Judicial  courts 
which  were  about  to  be  held  at  Taunton  and  Cambridge.  These 
acts  of  the  General  Court  had  their  influence  upon  the  people, 
and  at  Taunton  no  opposition  was  offered  to  the  court ;  and  in 
Cambridge  the  militia  numbering  over  2000  under  command  of 
Major  Gen.  John  Brooks  held  peaceable  possession  of  the  place. 
The  next  court  to  convene  was  that  of  General  Sessions  for 
Worcester,  which  had  been  adjourned  to  Nov.  2l8t.  The  oppo- 
nents of  law  and  order  had  not  forgotten  the  day  to  which  the 
court  had  been  adjourned,  and  on  its  arrival  they  had  mustered 
from  the  then  sparsely  populated  interior  of  Worcester  County 
quite  an  imposing  body  of  determined  men  who  had  pledged 
themselves  to  resist  the  transaction  of  legal  business.  A  little 
company  of  armed  men,  about  60  in  number,  under  Abraham 
Gale  of  Princeton,  arrived  in  town,  and  during  Wednesday 
others  came  in  ft*om  Shrewsburv  and  Hubbardston,  under  Adam 
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Wheeler  of  the  latter  place.*  The  court  met  according  to  ad- 
journment at  Patch's  tavern,  and  a  petition  was  presented  by  a 
committee  from  the  Regulators,  requesting  them  to  adjourn  until 
after  a  new  choice  of  representatives.  The  court  decided  that 
it  was  not  in  their  power  to  accede  to  such  a  request.  On  being 
informed  of  this,  by  their  committee,  the  Regulators  took  pos- 
session of  the  ground  about  the  court  house.  It  was  now  left 
for  the  justices  and  court  attendants  to  perform  their  duties  so 
far  as  possible.  They  had  no  armed  force  to  sustain  them,  bo 
militia  at  their  command,  but  with  true  courage  they  set  out  for 
the  court  house,  the  high  sheriff,  Col.  William  Greenleaf  of 
Lancaster,  taking  the  lend.  They  were  allowed  to  proceed  to 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  Steps  when  they  were  confronted 
by  three  rows  of  fixed  ba3*onets  which  they  were  unable  to  pass, 
and  after  the  reading  of  the  riot  act  by  the  high  sheriff,  the  jus- 
tices dispersed  without  transacting  any  business. 


*  Mr.  Adam  Wheeler  who  was  in  command  of  a  company  of  Regulators 
at  the  time  just  referred  to,  had  caused  the  following  to  be  published : 

HcBBARDSTON,  Nov.  7th.  1786. 

To  THE  PUBLIC : — We  have  lately  emerged  from  a  bloody  war  in  which 
liberty  was  the  glorious  prize  aimed  at.  I  early  stepped  forth  in  the  defence 
of  this  country,  and  cheerfully  fought  to  gain  this  prize,  and  liberty  is  still 
the  object  I  have  in  view.  When  moved  with  the  distress  of  the  people,  I 
stepped  forth  in  a  private  capacity,  with  others,  to  oppose  the  sitting  of  the 
courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  and  when  I  was 
promoted  to  take  command  I  had  no  intention  to  destroy  the  public  govern- 
ment, but  to  have  the  courts  suspended  to  prevent  such  abuses  as  have  of 
late  taken  place  by  sitting  of  those  courts,  distressed  to  see  valuable  and 
industrious  members  of  society  dragged  from  their  families  to  prison,  to  the 
great  damage,  not  only  of  their  families  but  the  community  at  large,  wait- 
ing*to  have  rt^dress  of  such  grievances  in  a  constitutional  way,  and  as  lib- 
erty is  the  prize  I  stiU  h&ve  in  view,  and  in  this  glorious  course  I  am  deter- 
mined to  stand  with  firmness  and  resolution.  The  Supreme  court  I  never 
had  any  intention  to  disturb,  but  used  my  endeavors  to  prevent  others 
therefrom.    If  this  should  be  called  in  question  I  wish  to  be  put  to  prove  it. 

So  I  remain  the  public's  humble  servant, 

ADAM  WHEELER. 
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At  this  time  perhaps  the  opposition  party  was  not  as  strong 
numerically  as  it  had  been  ;  the  timid  and  vacillating  ones  had 
withdrav^n ;  those  remaining  had  been  thoroughly  organized 
and  equipped  for  a  vigorous  campaign.  Governor  Bowdoin 
and  his  councillors  saw  what  must  come — a  sharpy  decisive  blow 
from  the  government^  or  they  were  hopelessl}'  lost.  November 
2oth,  the  Governor  called  upon  the  major  generals  in  the  state 
to  see  that  their  divisions  were  perfectly  organized  and  equipped 
ready  to  take  the  field  ;  and  expressed  a  hope  that  the  militia 
would  not  be  found  wanting.*  Opportunities  for  receiving  par- 
dons proffered  by  the  General  Court  to  the  leaders  of  the  insur- 
rection had  not  been  improved  to  any  extent,  and  government 
began  to  display  her  authority  by  Issuing  warrants  for  the  arrest 
of  certain  prominent  instigators  among  the  Regulators  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex.  Pearly  on  the  morning  of  November  29th, 
the  sheriff  armed  with  a  bundle  of  writs,  attended  by  a  company 
of  troopers  who  had  volunteered  for  the  purpose  under  Col. 
Benjamin  Hichborn,  proceeded  from  Boston  to  Concord.  On 
their  way  they  were  joined  by  a  party  of  loyalists  from  the  town 


*  Kumors  reached  the  ears  of  the  Governor  and  his  official  staff  that  a 
combined  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Insurgents  had  been  set  on  foot  to  prevent 
the  sittings  of  the  court  which  were  soon  to  convene  at  Concord  and  Cam- 
bridge, and  Monday  Nov.  29th  Major  Gen.  Benjamin  Lincoln  issued  the 
following  division  orders :  "The  Major  General  directs  that  at  the  moment 
authentic  information  shall  be  received,  which  will  be  announced  by  the 
discharge  of  3  cannon  on  Fort  Hill,  that  the  Insurgents  are  embodying 
thenselves  at  Cambridge,  the  Independent  Cadets,  Independent  Light  In- 
fantry, and  the  Kepublican  Volunteers  are  to  take  post  at  South  River 
Bridge.  These  corps  are  to  be  relieved  as  soon  as  possible  by  the  regiments 
of  this  town.  The  company  of  artillery  post  with  them  at  the  bridge.  The 
corps  relieved  will  advance  to  Charlestown  Neck.  The  horse  are  to  be  in 
advance,  one  division  of  them  to  take  post  on  the  road  leading  from  Charles- 
town  Neck  to  Cambridge,  and  the  other  is  to  take  post  on  the  road  leading 
fh)m  Cambridge  to  Medford.  The  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Com- 
pany to  take  post  at  the  fortification.*' 

On  Wednesday,  Nov.  29th,  the  Governor,  as  commander-in-chief^  Issued 
an  order  for  the  militia  to  be  ready  to  march  at  the  shortest  notice.  Pour 
regiments  were  put  in  order  to  protect  the  courts  in  the  county  of  Essex ; 
the  militia  of  Barnstable  county  were  called  out  to  silence  a  little  tinpleas- 
antness  that  was  beginning  to  show  itself  In  that  quarter. 
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of  Groton,  ander  command  of  Col.  Henry  Wood.  The  posse 
now  numbered  one  hundred  strong,  and  was  sufficiently  large  to 
to  attract  public  attention,  so  it  was  divided  by  despatching  the 
Groton  party  to  serve  writs  on  on  a  little  company  of  Regulators 
whom  they  hoped  to  take  by  surprise.  It  seems  they  were  in  a 
measure  successful,  for  thej'  soon  returned  bringing  with  them 
Oliver  Parker  and  Benjamin  Page,  both  of  Groton.  But  Capt. 
Job  Shattuck,  the  leader  most  coveted,  had  made  his  escape. 
That  night,  in  the  face  of  a  violent  snow  storm,  the  whole  posse 
rode  to  Groton  and  surrounded  the  house  where  Capt.  Shattuck 
lived  only  to  find  that  he  had  again  evaded  their  grasp  and  taken 
to  the  woods,  where,  after  a  dilligent  search,  he  was  discovered 
by  a  smaJl  party  under  Col.  Henry  Wood.  Shattuck  was  not 
taken  without  some  effort  on  the  part  of  his  pursuers,  and  was 
not  secured  until  he  had  received  several  wounds,  one  of  them 
quite  serious.  Capt.  Shattuck  had  been  a  soldier  in  the  French 
war  and  a  commissioned  officer  in  the  war  of  the  revolution,  a 
man  well  qualified  to  be  a  leader  or  to  fill  an  important  place  in 
this  popular  movement.  When  arrested,  Thursday  November 
30th,  he  was  armed  with  a  broadsword  with  which  he  skilfully 
kept  at  bay  his  captors  until  forced  to  yield  to  superior  numbers. 
His  wounds  consisted  of  several  cuts  across  his  face  and  hands ; 
but  the  one  considered  most  serious  was  a  division  of  the  cap- 
sular ligament  at  the  joint  of  the  right  knee.  He  was  at  once 
taken  to  a  house  where  his  wounds  were  dressed,  after  which  he 
was  placed  in  a  sleigh  and  taken  to  Boston  and  confined  in  jail. 
(This  was  on  the  first  day  of  December,  the  sheriff  and  his  escort 
returning  the  same  d&y.)  He  was  given  a  comfortable  room  on 
the  second  fioor  of  the  building  and  supplied  with  suitable  bed- 
ding, a  competent  nurse  and  medical  aid.  But  his  wound 
proved  a  serious  matter,  nearly  costing  him  his  life.  So  much 
sympathy  was  expressed  for  him  by  the  public  that  a  statement 
of  his  case  was  made  through  the  Boston  papers,  Jan.  4,  1787. 
He  was  allowed  to  make  choice  of  surgeons,  consequently  Wed- 
nesday December  20th,  he  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Kit- 
tredge  of  Tewksbury,  under  whose  care  he  recovered.  He  was 
tried  for  high  treason,  convicted  and  sentenced  to  be  hung,  but 
subsequently  received  a  pardon,  after  he  had  suffered  by  reason 
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of  confinement  and  a  dangerous  wound,  all  but  death  itself.* 
About  the  same  time  that  the  sheriff  with  his  escort  pet  out 
from  Boston  for  Concord,  fort}'  men,  Bome  of  them  said  to  be 
prominent  and  wealthy  citizens  of  Boston,  under  command  of 
majors  Spooner  and  Brimmer,  left  Roxburj  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  a  survey  of  Worcester  county  to  ascertain  the  possible 
strength  and  situation  of  the  Insui^ents  in  that  locality,  and 
perchance  to  capture  such  of  their  leaders  as  might  come  in 
their  way.  They  were,  however,  obliged  to  return  to  Boston 
with  only  acquired  information,  after  having  wounded  one  or 
two  men  in  the  attempt  to  arrest  them  in  Shrewsbury. f 

The  first  week  in  December  was  close  at  hand,  and  a  session 
of  the  court  of  Common  Pleas  was  expected  at  that  time  in 
Worcester.  The  Regulators  were  making  preparation  for  de- 
termined resistance  to  any  effort  that  might  be  made  on  the  part 
of  government  to  sustain  this  court.  A  force  one  thousand 
strong  collected  in  and  about  Worcester,  and  for  more  conveni- 
ent accommodation  for  the  men  they  were  divided  into  small 
detachments.  Capt.  Shays  with  his  followers  from  Hampshire 
county  marched  to  Rutland  and  took  quarters  in  the  barracks. 
Some  were  quartered  at  Shrewsbury,   others  at  Grafton   and 


*  He  was  son  of  William  and  Margaret  (Lund)  Shattuck,  bom  in  Qroton 
February  11,  1785 -6,  and  died  there  January  13,  1819. 

t  This  little  raid  called  forth  the  following  letter  to  Capt.  Hervey,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  General  Court  from  Montague. 

Shrewsbury  Dec.  2,  1776, 

Sir  :  The  seeds  of  war  are  now  sown.  Two  of  our  men  are  now  bleeding 
that  were  wounded  by  the  light- horse  that  came  from  Boston  and  Roxbury. 
I  request  you  to  let  this  letter  be  read,  and  for  you  and  every  man  to  supply 
men  and  provisions  and  relieve  us  with  a  re- enforcement.  We  are  deter- 
mined here  to  carry  our  point.  Our  case  is  yours.  Don't  give  yourselves 
rest  and  let  us  die  here  for  we  are  all  brethren.  Four  of  our  men  are  taken 
prisoners  and  carried  to  Boston.  We  must  be  relieved  or  you  know  the 
event,  take  my  meaning  for  I  am  in  haste. 

Sir,  I  remain  your  humble  servant. 

THOMAS  GROVER, 
ELISHA  PONDELL. 
Per  Order,  Daniel  Shays,  Capt 


86 

Holden.  Orders  were  issued  by  Capt  Shays  to  many  towns  in 
Hampshire  county,  and  also  in  Worcester  county,  for  the  men 
to  turn  out  and  join  him  at  Rutland.  Sundaj^  evening  Dec.  3d, 
the  Regulators  who  went  to  Grafton  marched  into  "Worcester 
under  command  of  Abraham  Gale  of  Princeton,  Adam  Wheeler 
of  Hubbardston,  Simeon  Hazeltine  of  Hardwick,  and  John 
Williams,  (a  reputed  deserter  from  the  British  army,  aud  who 
had  served  as  Sergeant  in  the  continental  line,)  and  took  pos- 
session of  the  court  house,  their  strength  being  materinllj^  re- 
enforced  during  the  night.  Again  the  Regulators  had  achieved 
an  easy  victory  through  the  unwillingness  of  the  militia  to  turn 
out  against  them.  Gov.  Bowdoin  had  intimated  his  purpose 
to  uphold  tJie  session  of  the  court  at  this  tiine^  and  orders  had 
been  given  to  Major  Gen.  Warner  to  call  out  the  militia  of  his 
division  for  this  purpose,  and  five  regiments  were  directed  to  be 
in  readiness  to  march  at  a  moments  notice.  But  the  sheriff 
reported  that  a  sufficient  force  could  not  be  collected,  and  it 
was  exceedingly  doubtful  if  any  considerable  number  of  the 
militia  could  be  relied  on  in  this  locality.  Government  then 
decided  to  raise  a  sufficient  force  of  volunteers  to  crush  out  the 
insurrection  ;  and  the  judges  were  advised  to  adjourn  the  court 
to  Tuesday  the  23d  day  of  January,  1787,  to  give  time  for  the 
organization  of  such  an  arm}'. 

But  we  must  not  overlook  the  fact  that  there  were  loval  men 
in  Worcester,  for  on  Monday-,  agreeable  to  orders,  the  training 
band  and  alarm  list  paraded  on  the  common.  About  170  men 
turned  out.  They  marched  to  the  Hancock  Arms  tayem,  pas- 
siilg  on  their  way  the  company  of  Insurgents  who  stood  on  pa- 
rade while  they  passed.  After  reaching  the  tavern  they  return- 
ed to  parade  and  were  dismissed  until  10  a.  m.  the  following  day. 

In  the  evening  the  Regulators  beat  to  arms  fearing  the  ap- 
proach of  the  light-horse  said  to  be  on  the  way  from  Boston  ; 
the  alarm  however  proved  to  be  false,  but  a  guard  was  posted 
in  the  court  house,  while  the  rest  of  the  party  were  ordered  to 
lay  on  their  arms  during  the  night.  About  sunset  a  terrific 
snow  storm  set  in,  more  severe  than  had  been  known  here  for 
years ;  and  news  came  that  several  companies  of  militia  were 
on  the  way  from  Leominster,  Brookfield  and  other  towns. 
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Tuesday  the  §torm  contintied  with  unabated  fur}' — roads  were 
almost  impassible,  yet  a  number  of  men  from  Holden  and  other 
towns  came  in  and  joined  the  Insurgents.  Some  of  the  judges 
were  unable  to  reach  the  town,  but  in  the  afternoon  court  was 
opened  at  the  Sun  tavern  and  adjourned  b}'  proclamation  to  the 
23d  of  January.  Wednesday  morning  80  men  from  Belchertown 
and  other  places  came  in  and  joined  the  Regulators.  A  com- 
mittee from  Sutton  and  Douglas  arrived  in  town  after  the  court 
had  adjourned,  with  a  petition  asking  that  the  court  adjourn 
until  the  March  term  :  thej'  had  undoubtedly  been  delaj^ed  by 
the  condition  of  the  roads  and  therefore  arrived  too  late  to  be 
of  service. 

The  Regulators  were  apparrently  masters  of  the  situation. 
The  Hon.  Samuel  Baker  of  Berlin,  one  of  the  justices,  was 
stopped  b}^  a  guard  as  he  was  leaving  town  to  go  to  his  home, 
but  was  soon  released.  Tuesday  evening  the  Insurgents  placed 
sentries  around  the  house  of  Hon.  Joseph  Allen,  where  the  Hon. 
Chief  Justice  Artemas  Ward,  late  speaker  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives was  stopping,  but  no  personal  violence  was  offered 
him.  About  two  o'clock  on  Wednesday  afternoon  Capt.  Shays, 
mounted  on  a  white  horse,  arrived  with  about  three  hundred 
and  fifty  men,  and  after  joining  the  companies  already  in  town, 
a  grand  parade  was  made  about  the  streets.  The  men  were 
then  dismissed,  and  quartered  on  the  inhabitants  who  freely 
gave  them  food  and  shelter,  Capt.  Shays  being  cared  for  at  the 
house  of  Col.  Samuel  Flagg.  Thursday  the  military  leaders 
held  a  consultation  in  regard  to  future  movements,  and  while 
reports  were  rife  that  it  was  the  intention  of  this  little  army  to 
march  directly  to  Boston*  for  the  purpose  of  liberating  their 
brothers  who  were  incarcerated  there,  they  were  engaged  in 
drafting  a  petition  to  the  Governor  and  council  and  addresses 
to  the  people  at  large,  and  Hampshire  county  in  particular. 


*  Governor  Bowdoin  was  bo  feaxful  that  they  might  come  to  Boston,  that 
he  issued  orders  to  Major  Gen.  Brooks  to  hold  the  Middlesex  militia  in  close 
proximity  to  the  Worcester  road,  and  to  despatch  persons  to  watch  the  force 
at  Worcester. 
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As  these  addresses  were  framed  in  Worcester  I  give  them  ia 
full,  to  show  more  plainly  the  popular  sentiment  of  the  day. 

An  address  to  the  people  of  tlie  several  toums  in  the  County  of 
Hampshire  now  at  arms. 

Gentlemen  : — ^We  have  thought  proper  to  inform  you  of  some 
of  the  principal  causes  of  the  late  risings  of  the  people,  and  also 
of  their  present  movements,  viz  :  1  st.  The  present  expensive 
mode  of  collecting  debts,  which  by  reason  of  the  great  scarcity 
of  cash,  will  of  necessity  fill  our  jails  with  unhappy  debtors,  and 
thereby  a  reputable  body  of  people  rendered  incapable  of  being 
serviceable  either  to  themselves  or  the  community.  2d.  The 
monies  raised  by  impost  and  excise  being  appropriated  to  dis- 
charge the  interest  of  government  securities,  and  not  the  foreign 
debt,  when  these  securities  are  not  subject  to  taxation.  3d. 
A  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  by  which  those  per- 
sons who  have  stepped  forth  to  assert  and  maintain  the  rights 
of  the  people,  are  liable  to  be  taken  and  convej-ed  even  to  the 
most  distant  part  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  thereby  subjected 
to  an  unjust  punishment.  4th.  The  unlimited  power  granted 
to  justices  of  the  peace,  sheriffs,  deputj'  sheriffs  and  constables, 
by  the  riot  act,  indemnifj-ing  them  to  the  prosecution  thereof, 
when  perhaps  wholU'  actuated  from  a  principle  of  revenge, 
hatred  and  envy.  Furthermore,  be  assured  that  this  body, 
now  at  arms,  despise  the  idea  of  being  instigated  by  British  em- 
missaries,  which  is  so  strenuously  propagated  b}'  the  enemies  of 
our  liberties.  And  also  wish  the  most  proper  and  speiedy  meas- 
ures may  be  taken  to  discharge  both  our  foreign  and  domestic 

debt. 

Per  order. 

DA.NIEL  GRAY, 

Chairman  of  the  committee 
for  the  above  purpoHe. 

The  other  address  is  as  follows : 

To  the  printer  of  the  Repttblican  Herald. 

Sir  : — It  has  somehow  or  other  fallen  to  my  lot  to  be  employ- 
ed in  a  more  conspicuous  manner  than  some  others  of  m^'  fellow 
citizens,  in  stepping  forth  in  defense  of  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  people,  more  especially  of  the  county  of  Hampshire. 
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Therefore,  upon  the  desire  of  the  people  now  at  arms,  I  take 
.this  method  to  publish  to  the  world  of  mankind  in  general,  par- 
tieularh*  the  people  of  this  commonwealth,  some  of  the  principal 
grievances  we  complain  of  and  of  which  we  are  now  seeking  re- 
dress, and  mean  to  contend  for  until  a  redress  can  be  obtained, 
which  we  hope  will  soon  take  place,  and  if  so  our  brethren  in 
this  commonwealth  who  do  not  see  with  us  as  3'et,  shall  find  we 
shall  be  as  peaceable  as  they  are.  In  the  first  place  I  must  re- 
fer 3'ou  to  a  draught  of  grievances  drawn  up  by  a  committee  of 
the  people  now  at  arms,  under  the  signature  of  Daniel  Gray, 
chairman,  which  is  heartil}'  approved  of,  some  others  also  are 
here  added,  viz  :  1st.  The  General  Court  for  obvious  reasons 
must  be  removed  out  of  the  town  of  Boston.  2d.  A  revision  of 
the  constitution  is  absolutely  necessary.  3d.  All  kinds  of  gov- 
ernmental securities  now  on  interest  that  have  been  bought  of 
the  original  owners  for  two  shillings,  three  shillings,  four  shil- 
lings, and  the  highest  for  six  shillings  and  eight  pence  on  the 
pound,  and  have  received  more  interest  than  the  principal  cost 
the  speculator  who  purchased  them  ;  that  if  justice  was  done, 
we  veril}'  believe,  nay  positively'  know,  it  would  save  this  com- 
monwealth thousands  of  pounds.  4th.  Let  the  lands  belonging 
to  this  commonwealth  at  the  eastward,  be  sold  at  the  best  ad- 
vantage to  pay  the  remainder  of  our  domestic  debt.  5th.  Let 
the  monies  arising  from  impost  and  excise  be  appropriated  to 
discharge  the  foreign  debt.  6th.  Let  that  act  passed  by  the 
General  Court  last  June  by  a  small  majority  of  only  seven, 
called  the  supplementary  aid,  for  twent3'-five  years  to  come,  be 
repealed.  7th.  The  total  abolition  of  the  Inferior  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  and  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace.  8th.  Dep- 
uty sheriffs  totally'  set  aside  as  a  useless  set  of  officers  in  the 
community,  and  constables  who  are  really  necessar3'^,-be  impow- 
ered  to  do  the  duty,  by  which  means  a  large  swarm  of  lawyers 
will  be  banished  from  their  wonted  haunts,  who  have  been  more 
damage  to  the  people  at  large,  especially  the  common  farmers, 
than  the  savage  beasts  of  prey.  To  this  I  boldly  sign  my  prop- 
er name,  as  a  hearty  well  wisher  to  the  real  rights  of  the  people. 

THOMAS  GROVER. 
Worcester,  December  7th,  1786. 
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Again  the  Regulators  were  successful  in  Worcester,  the  ob- 
ject of  their  visit  having  been  accomplished,  and  many  of  them 
returned  to  their  homes.  The  exceptionall}^  severe  weather  had 
given  them  a  hard  trial  during  the  past  week,  but  their  courage 
and  physical  strength  were  equal  to  the  demands  of  the  cam- 
paign. Capt.  Shays  with  a  portion  of  his  command,  about  500 
in  number,  returned  on  Thursday  afternoon  by  way  of  Pjixton 
to  the  barracks  at  Rutland.*  One  hundred  men  left  for  the 
north  part  of  the  town  in  order,  they  said,  to  quarter  at  Bige- 
low's  tavern  about  four  miles  from  the  meeting  house.  Capt. 
Luke  Dav,  who  was  in  command  of  a  small  force  stationed  near 
Springfield,  was  ordered  b^-  Capt.  Shays  (Dec.  3d.)  to  march 
to  Worcester  at  once  ;  but  on  account  of  the  condition  of  the 
roads  he  made  slow  progress,  reaching  Leicester  on  the  after- 
noon of  Friday,  Dec.  8th,  and  as  his  services  were  not  required 
in  Worcester,  he  remained  there  until  Monday  the  11th,  and 
then  retraced  his  steps  to  Springfield.  Saturday  morning,  De- 
cember 9th,  there  came  another  snow  storm,  but  about  noon  the 
remaining  Regulators  paraded  before  Patch's  tavern  and  then 
started  for  home,  one  company-  from  Ward,  one  from  Holden, 
others  from  Spencer,  Rutland,  Barre,  Hubbardston  and  Peters- 
ham ;  and  by  night  the  town  was  clear  of  them,  and  peace  and 
quietness  again  took  the  place  of  the  sound  of  martial  music 
and  the  measured  tread  of  men  in  arms. 

Springfield  was  the  next  objective  point,  as  Tuesdaj-,  Decem- 
ber 26th,  was  the  day  fixed  b}'  the  legislature  for  holding  the 
Judicial  Court  at  that  place.  Thither  Shays  marched  his  little 
army,  and  took  possession  of  the  court  house,  posting  his  guards 
in  true  militarj-  stjle.  He  then  sent  a  communication  to  the 
judges  requesting  that  no  business  be  transacted  by  the  court, 
to  which  they  readily  assented.  The  news  of  the  result  here 
reached  Boston  six  daj's  after  its  occurrence,  which  shows  the 
rapidity  with  which  news  travelled  in  those  days  ;  but  this  delay 


*  ^Vhen  Biirgoyne*8  army  was  sxirrendered,  in  1777,  Rutland  was  selected 
as  a  place  of  safety  for  the  prisoners.  Here  several  acres  weye  enclosed  by 
a  stockade  twelve  feet  high,  within  which  was  constructed  barracks  for  the 
accommodation  of  soldiers.    These  barracks  were  used  by  Shays  in  17SS. 
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may  have  been  partly  occasioned  by  the  wretched  condition  of 
the  roads  at  this  season  of  the  vear. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  January  1st,  1787,  was  the 
limit  fixed  to  the  time  for  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  re- 
ceiving pardon.  A  considerable  number  had  availed  themselves 
of  this  opportunity.  But  the  time  had  now  gone  b}',  and  still 
men  were  in  arms  to  prevent  the  action  of  the  inferior  courts  in 
several  coui^ties  in  the  state,  and  Gov.  Bowdoin  issued  orders 
to  raise  4400  rank  and  file,  to  serve  for  30  davs  if  not  sooner 
discharged,  and  to  march  for  the  protection  of  the  courts  to  be 
held  at  Worcester,  January  28d,  1787.  Seven  hundred  men 
were  to  be  raised  from  the  county  of  Suffolk,  500  from  Essex, 
800  from  Middlesex,  1200  from  Worcester,  and  1200  from 
Hampshire;  and  Major  Gen.  Benjamin  Lincoln  was  to  com- 
mand the  force.  The  legislature  was  not  in  session,  and  there 
was  no  monej'  in  the  treasurj*  to  equip  and  maintain  such  an 
arni}' ;  but  a  few.  loyal  gentlemen  about  Boston  volunteered  to 
loan  the  government  £6000,  and  the  work  of  organizing  the  little 
army  went  on,  for  it  might  not  be  safe  to  trust  the  fate  of  the 
Commonwealth  to  the  militia  at  this  time. 

Governor  Bowdoin  now  had  something  to  work  with,  and 
Januar}'  12th,  he  issued  an  address  to  the  people,  in  which  he 
stated  that  he  had  ordered  a  part  of  the  militia  to  assemble  in 
arms  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  Judicial  Court  at  Wor- 
cester ;  of  aiding  the  civil  magistrate^  in  executing  the  laws ; 
of  repelling  all  insurgents  against  the  government;  and  of  ap- 
prehending all  disturbers  of  the  public  peace,  etc ;  and  appealed 
to  all  men  of  principle,  and  friends  of  justice,  to  give  their  sup- 
port to  his  endeavor.  He  also  issued  an  order  to  Gen.  Benja- 
min Lincoln,  (Jan.  I9th,)  to  pi-otect  the  courts  at  Worcester; 
and  on  the  24th  of  January  he  gave  him  additional  instructions 
at  the  request  of  both  Generals  Lincoln  and  Shepard,  to  appre- 
hend, disarm  and  secure  all  persons  who  in  a  hostile  manner 
should  attempt  or  enterprise  the  destruction,  invasion,  detri- 
ment or  annoj'ance  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  particularly  all 
such  bodies  of  armed  men  as  were  or  might  be  assembled  in  the 
counties  of  Worcester,  Hampshire,  Berkshire,  or  elsewhere  in 
the  state. 
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On  Friday  Jan.  19th,  1787,  this  army  met  by  appointment  at 
Roxbury,  and  soon  started  on  the  march  for  Worcester,  where 
they  arrived  on  Monday  the  22d.  The  presence  of  so  large  a 
body  of  armed  supporters  of  government  contributed  greatly  to 
strengthen  confidence  in  the  ability  of  the  Governor  to  sustain 
the  administration,  and  many  persons  who  to  this  time  had  con- 
tinued to  labor  with  the  opposition,  were  now  won  over  to  the 
side  of  government  rather  than  encourage  a  civil  war — a  calam- 
ity which  there  seemed  no  possible  chance  to  avert  should  the 
Regulators,  who  were  well  officered  and  organized,  stand  and 
face  the  enemy  sent  for  their  capture  or  annihilation. 

It  must  be  kept  in  mind  that  the  inhabitants  of  Worcester 
County  were  not  and  never  had  been  in  favor  of  resorting  to 
armed  force  ;  and  as  no  force  came  at  this  time  from  Hampshire 
County  to  prevent  the  sitting  of  the  courts,  they  were  allowed 
to  proceed  without  molestation  for  the  first  time  in  five  months. 

All  eyes  were  again  turned  towards  Springfield,  around  which 
place  the  Regulators  were  concentrating  a  strong  force.  Before 
Gen.  Lincoln  left  Roxbury  with  his  army,  orders  had  been 
issued  to  Gen.  William  Shepard  to  collect  as  many  of  the  militia 
in  Hampshire  County  as  he  conveniently  could,  and  take  pos- 
session of  that  post,  all  of  which  he  had  done,  he  having  about 
one  thousand  men  at  his  command,  well  equipped  with  arms 
from  the  continental  arsenal,  at  which  point  the  miltia  were 
stationed.  Capt  Shad's  with  1100  men  was  also  there  occup^'incr 
one  part  of  the  town,  while  Capt.  Luke  Day  with  400  men  were 
stationed  at  West  Springfield,  and  Capt  Eli  Parsons  with  400 
more  Regulators  from  Berkshire  County  was  in  possession  of 
the  north  part  of  the  town.*  On  Wednesday,  Jan.  24th,  Capt. 
Shays  sent  a  message  to  Da3'  asking  his  co-operation  in  a  con- 
templated movement  to  take  place  the  following  day  in  front  of 
the  forces  under  Gen.  Sliepard.  Day  replied  that  he  could  not 
assist  him  on  the  25th,  but  would  on  the  26th.  This  reply  was 
intercepted  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  Gen.  Shepard.  Captain 
Shays  receiving  no  reply  supposed  that  Capt.  Day  was  going 
to  act  with  him  on  the  25th. 


*  Minot  saye  of  this  army,  that  it  wa8  respectable  from  their  numbers  and 
large  proportion  of  old  Continental  followers. 
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The  main  body  of  the  state  troops  under  Gen.  Lineohi  was  at 
this  time  two  days  march  from  Springfield,  making  the  situation 
of  Shepard  and  his  men  seem  truly  a  critical  one ;  and  so  anx- 
ious was  Gen.  Lincoln  for  their  safety  that  he  instructed  Gen. 
Brooks  on  the  25th  to  proceed  with  the  Middlesex  militia  to 
Springfield  with  all  possible  speed.  Tlie  Regulators  concentra- 
ted here  numbered  nearly  2000,  about  double  the  force  under 
Gen.  Shepard,  and  with  the  only  re-enforcement  of  state  troops 
two  days  march  distant.  Why  did  not  Shays  order  an  assault 
at  once  ?  If  he  could  not  defeat  Shepard  now  he  certainly  could 
not  after  the  arrival  of  the  forces  under  Lincoln.  Would  he 
not  have  done  so  had  he  contemplated  an  assault?  Neither 
does  it  appear  that  he  really  thought  Shepard  would  order  an 
attack  upon  him. 

Let  me  relate  what  was  done  according  to  government  report- 
ers. Shaj's  on  the  24th  of  Januar}%  sent  a  communication  f^om 
Wilbraham  to  Major  Gen.  Lincoln,  in  which  he  stated  his  un- 
willingness to  be  accessory  to  the  shedding  of  blood,  and  from 
a  desire  to  promote  peace,  he  asked  that  the  Insurgents  might 
be  saved  harmless  until  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court ; 
that  persons  who  had  been  taken  b}-  government  should  be  re- 
leased without  punishment.  This  being  granted,  the  Insurgents 
would  return  to  their  homes  and  wait  for  constitutional  relief. 
Now  we  have  what  he  did  two  days  later. 

[Gen.  William  Shepard  to  Gov,  James  Bowdoin.] 

*'Springfleldy  January  26,  1787. 

Sir  : — ^The  unhappy  time  is  come  in  which  we  have  been  obliged 
to  shed  blood.  Shays  at  the  head  of  about  1200  men  marched 
yesterday  alternoon  ab(»ut  four  toward  the  public  buildings  in 
battle  array.  He  marched  his  men  in  an  open  column  by  pla- 
toons. I  sent  several  times  by  one  of  my  aids  and  two  other 
gentlemen,  Capt.  Samuel  Buffington  and  Joshua  Woodbridge  to 
him  to  know  what  he  was  after  or  what  he  wanted.  His  reply 
was,  he  icanted  barra4;ksj  and  barracks  he  would  have  and  stores. 
The  answer  returned  was,  he  must  purchase  them  dear  if  he  had 
them.  He  still  proceeded  his  march  to  within  250  yards  of  the 
arsenal  and  made  a  halt.     I  immediately  sent  Major  William 
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Lyman,  one  of  my  aids,  and  Capt.  Buffington,  to  inform  him 
not  to  march  his  troops  an}'  nearer  the  arsenal  on  his  peril,  as 
I  was  stationed  there  by  order  of  your  Excellency  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  war,  for  the  defence  of  public  property,  in  case  he  did 
I  should  certainly  fire  on  him  and  his  men.  Mr.  Wheeler,  who 
appeared  to  be  one  of  his -aids,  met  Mr.  Lyman  after  he  had 
delivered  my  orders  in  the  most  peremptory'  manner,  and  made 
answer,  that  was  all  he  wanted.  Mr.  L^^man  returned  with  his 
answer.  Shays  immediately  put  his  troops  in  motion  and  march- 
ed on  rapidly  near  100  yards.  I  then  ordered  Major  Stephens 
who  commanded  the  artillery,  to  fire  upon  them  :  he  accordingly 
did,  the  first  two  shots  he  endeavored  to  overshoot  them,  with 
the  hope  that  they  would  take  warning  without  firing  among 
them,  but  it  had  no  effect.  Mr,  Stephens  then  directed  bis  shot 
through  the  center  of  his  column.  The  fourth  or  firth  shot  put 
the  whole  column  into  the  utmost  confusion.  Shays  made  an 
effoi*t  to  display  the  column,  but  in  vain.  We  had  one  howitzer 
which  was  loaded  with  grape  shot,  which  when  fired  gave  them 
great  uneasiness.  Had  I  been  disposed  to  destroy  them,  I  might 
have  charged  on  their  rear  and  flanks  with  m^*  infantry  and  field 
pieces,  and  could  have  killed  the  greater  part  of  his  whole  armj- 
within  twenly-five  minutes ;  there  wa^  not  a  single  munket  fired 
on  either  side,  I  found  three  men  dead  on  the  spot,  and  one 
wounded  who  has  since  died.  One  of  our  artillerv  men  bv  in- 
attention  was  badly  wounded.  Three  muskets  were  taken  up 
with  the  dead  which  were  deeply  loaded.     I  have  received  no 

re-enforcements  and  expect  to  be  attacked  this  day  by  their 
whole  force  combined." 

• 

The  names  of  the  persons  killed  at  this  time  were,  Jabez  Spi- 
cer,  PInsign  Zimri  Dickenson,  Simeon  Allen,  and  Obadiab  Ward. 
Here  we  have  the  evidence  of  Gen.  Shepard  who  was  in  com- 
mand of  government  troops,  that  not  n  shot  was  fired  by  Shay*s 
men^  and  it  seems  conclusive  that  Capt.  Shays  gave  no  orders 
to  return  the  fire,  for  had  he  done  so,  the}-  certainly  would  have 
obeyed.  Captain  Sha^-s  and  his  followers  were  no  cowards. 
A  long  list  of  them  were  war  veterans,  well  armed,  and  more 
than  an  even  match  for  their  opponents  in  numbers.  From  the 
information  before  me,  it  seems  more  than  probable  that  Shays 
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and  his  men  had  no  idea  that  the  militia  would  fire  upon  them, 
and  they  were  completelj*  surprised.  Had  not  they  met  before 
at  this  very  place,  when  a  compromise  was  effected  that  recog- 
nized the  presence  and  authority  of  the  Regulators  ?  If  Shays 
marched  his  men  to  the  ft'ont  would  they  not  again  be  received 
as  equals  and  another  compromise  be  made  ?  Civil  war  they 
certainly  did  not  want  or  they  could  have  returned  the  fire. 

This  tragic  movement  on  the  part  of  the  militia  struck  terror 
to  the  heart  of  many  a  Regulator ;  and  Shaj's  is  reported  to 
have  lost  200  men  by  desertion  on  his  hasty  retreat  to  the  town 
of  Ludlow,  about  10  miles  north-east  of  Springfield.  But  Fri- 
day the  2Gth  he  with  the  remainder  of  his  force  formed  a  junc- 
tion with  Eli  Parsons  and  his  command  at  Chicopee.  Parsons 
was  called  the  Berkshire  leader.  Gen.  Lincoln  with  his  men 
arrived  in  Springfield  on  the  27th  and  28th,  and  immediately 
put  in  motion  the  entire  government  force.  A  portion  of  the 
men  with  artillery  and  horse  crossed  the  river  on  the  ice  to  at- 
tack Luke  Day,  who  with  his  command  was  still  at  West  Spring- 
field. The}'  however  made  a  hasty  retreat  to  Northampton, 
and  the  reward  of  that  chase  was  onl}'  a  few  stragglers  picked 
up  by  the  light  horse.  In  the  mean  time  Gen.  Shepard  with 
his  Hampshire  County  militia  moved  up  the  river  bank  to  pre- 
vent the  union  of  Day  with  Shaj's,  while  Gen.  Lincoln  pushed 
on  after  the  main  body  of  the  Insurgents  as  rapidly  as  the  se- 
verity of  the  season  would  permit,  reaching  the  town  of  Amherst 
just  in  time  to  find  that  Shays  with  his  main  army  had  passed 
through  there  on  their  way  to  Pelham,  and  for  the  time  being 
were  out  of  bis  reach,  so  he  turned  aside  to  the  town  of  Hadlev 
to  quarter  his  troops  for  the  night.  In  the  morning  information 
came  of  the  capture  of  a  number  of  Shepard's  men  by  the  Insur- 
gents at  Southampton.  Col.  Baldwin  in  command  of  the  Brook- 
field  volunteers.  50  men  in  sleighs,  and  Col.  Ebenezer  Crafts 
of  Worcester  with  100  horse,  were  immediateh-  sent  in  pursuit 
to  retake  the  prisoners.  About  12  o'clock  the  same  night  they 
came  up  with  them  at  Middlefield  ;  it  was  soon  ascertained  that 
there  were  about  80  Insurgents  under  Capt.  Luddington,  and 
that  about  one  half  of  these  men  with  their  commander  were 
quartered  at  a  house  together,  while  the  remainder  had  taken 
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shelter  at  other  houses.  The  house  where  Luddington  had  tak- 
en lodgings  was  immediately  surrounded  and  the  surrender  of 
himself  and  party  demanded.  Slight  demonstrations  towards 
resistance  were  made,  the  alarm  was  given,  and  their  fellows 
came  to  their  support  and  the  taking  of  life  was  only  prevented 
by  the  cool  calculation  and  good  judgment  of  those  in  command 
of  the  contending  parties  ;  a  few  moments  parlej*  and  with  an 
over  estimated  understanding  of  the  strength  of  the  state  troops 
before  them,  the  Insurgents  laid  down  their  arms,  and  59  pris- 
oners with  9  sleigh  loads  of  provisions  was  the  prize  with  which 
Colonels  Baldwin  and  Crafts  returned  to  the  head  quarters  of 
Gen.  Lincoln  on  the  next  day. 

The  main  body  of  the  Insurgents  under  Capt.  Shays  was 
now  posted  on  two  high  hills,  known  as  East  and  West  hills,  in 
the  town  of  Pelham.  On  Tuesday-  Jan.  30th,  Gen.  Lincoln 
sent  a  letter  addressed  to  Capt.  Shays  and  officers  commanding 
men  in  arms  against  the  government  of  the  Commonwealth^  the 
putport  of  which  was  an  appeal  to  their  best  judgment  whether 
the  taking  up  arms  in  support  of  their  cause  had  proved  an  er- 
ror or  not ;  and  asked  them  to  disband  their  deluded  followers, 
and  warned  them  that  unless  such  action  was  taken,  he  must 
advance  on  them,  and  if  they  fired  upon  his  troops,  the  conse- 
quences might  prove  fatal  to  many ;  and  in  order  to  prevent 
the  shedding  of  blood  reccommended  that  they  lay  down  their 
arms  and  surrender  themselve?^  and  take  tin*  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  Commonwealths  and  he  tcovld  recommend  them  to  the 
mercy  of  the  General  Court,  To  this  Capt  Shays  replied  that 
whether  they  had  committed  an  error  or  not  in  taking  up  arms, 
circumstances  had  brought  them  where  the}'  were ;  that  they 
deplored  the  state  of  things  and  not  desirous  of  staining  the  land 
they  had  helped  to  acquire  in  the  late  war^  tvith  the  blood  of  their 
brethren  and  neighbors ;  therefore  asked  that  hostilities  might 
cease  on  the  part  of  government  until  the  General  Court  might 
take  action  on  a  certain  petition  which  had  been  submitted. 
Gen.  Lincoln  replied,  "Your  request  is  totallj-  inadmissible  as 
no  powers  are  delegated  to  me  which  wciuld  justify  a  delay  of 
my  operations.  I  have  again  to  warn  the  people  in  arms  against 
the  government  that  the}'  must  immediately  disband  to  avoid 
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the  ill  consequences  that  may  ensue  should  they  bQ  inattentive 
to  this  caution." 

It  was  now  evidently  the  intention  of  Shaj's  and  his  followers 
to  gain  some  position  that  would  be  comparatively  secure  from 
any  further  assault  until  they  could  gain  the  attention  of  the 
General  Court  which  stooil  adjourned  to  the  30th  day  of  Jan., 
on  which  day  their  petition  was  signed  at  Pelham.  But  owing 
to  the  excitement  and  general  confusion  throughout  the  state, 
the  representatives  could  not  be  collected  until  February  3d, 
four  days  later. 

In  this  petition  which  the  Insurgents  had  presented  to  the 
legislature,  they  acknowledged  their  sense  of  error  in  having 
had  recourse  to  arms,  and  in  not  seeking  redress  in  a  consti- 
tutional way  ;  that  they  were  heartily  in  favor  of  constitutional 
government ;  that  they  would  lay  down  their  arms  and  retire 
quietly  to  their  respective  homes,  provided  they  and  their  breth- 
ren could  receive  a  general  pardon  for  all  past  and  present  of- 
fences. It  was  signed  by  Francis  Stone,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  counties  of  Worcester,  Hampshire,  Middlesex  and 
Berkshire,  read  and  accepted  by  the  officers. 

All  along  the  line  of  march  of  Shays*  army  from  Chicopee  to 
Pelham,  the  sympathising  inhabitants  had  given  them  food  and 
shelter,  and  many  had  also  offered  their  services  to  aid  the  cause. 
General  Lincoln  found  as  he  passed  through  the  town  of  Am- 
herst, that  most  of  the  male  population  had  deserted  their  homes 
to  follow  Capt.  Shays.  It  was  estimated  that  notwithstanding 
manv  desertions,  he  had  at  least  2000  men  with  him  at  Pelham. 
After  the  sudden  flight  of  the  Insurgents  from  Springfield  the 
officers  of  government  concluded  they  might  spare  some  of  their 
volunteers,  and  about  2000  were  discharged  and  sent  home ; 
but  as  the  accessions  exceeded  the  desertions  among  the  Insur- 
gents, Gov.  Bowdoin  issued  an  order  for  2600  more  of  the  mili- 
tia to  take  the  field.  About  this  time  however,  it  was  apparent 
that  a  decided  reaction  was  taking  place  in  favor  of  government 
was  taking  place  in  the  central  portion  of  the  state,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  eastern  portion  had  previously  increased  their  pat- 
ronage in  that  direction,  many  of  the  towns  that  hitherto  had 
encouraged  opposition  to  the  administration,  and  furnished  their 
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quota  for  Shays'  army,  were  now  exerting  an  inflaence  through 
their  several  committees  to  have  that  support  withdrawn  ;  and 
many  of  the  Insurgents  were  made  to  see  and  admit  their  error 
in  resorting  to  arms,  being  quite  ready  to  lay  down  their  weap- 
ons, take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Commonwealth,  and 
return  to  their  homes  wiser  if  not  better  citizens.  Discourage- 
ment became  so  rife  in  Capt.  Shaj's'  camp  that  to  obtain  pardon 
for  all,  rank  and  file,  was  now  the  chief  concern.  After  a  few 
davs  of  rest  and  reflection,  Shays  and  his  followers  lefbPclham 
on  Saturda}^  Feb.  Sd,  arriving  at  Petersham  the  same  night. 
This  was  the  last  march  made  by  an}*  considerable  number  of 
the  Insurgents  together,  for  as  soon  as  intelligence  reached  Gen. 
Lincoln  at  Hadley  that  Capt.  Shad's  had  left  East  and  West 
hills,  orders  were  issued  to  have  his  men  read}'  at  a  moments 
warning  to  march  in  pursuit.  Already  the  government  Light 
Horse  had  been  dashing  close  at  the  heels  of  the  Regulators  ; 
and  at  one  time  (nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon)  were  within  half 
a  mile  of  their  commander-in-chief,  but  he  was  not  so  easily  to 
be  taken  by  surprise.  They  did  however  capture  several  sleigh 
loads — some  150  men. 

On  the  report  being  verified  that  Capt.  Sha^-s  had  left  Pelham, 
Gen.  Lincoln  set  his  army  in  motion  at  8  o'clock  on  the  evening 
of  Feb.  3d,  and  by  2  o'clock  in  the  morning  had  reached  New 
Salem.  After  a  very  brief  halt,  the  march  was  continued,  the 
advance  guard  under  Col.  Haskell  reaching  Petersham  about  9 
the  morning  of  the  4th,  covering  a  distance  of  30  miles  in  13 
hours,  in  the  night  time,  over  rough  roads  and  during  a  very 
inclement  season  of  the  year — "an  accomplishment,"  says  Mr. 
Minot,  "never  before  achieved  in  America."  The  same  writer 
also  says,  "had  the  Insurgents  turned  upon  the  government 
troops  at  this  time  when  they  were  so  greatly  fatigued,  they 
might  have  given  them  a  severe  check  if  not  a  total  defeat," 

But  Capt.  Shays  made  no  effort  to  oppose  Gen.  Lincoln,  and 
I  find  no  evidence  that  he  even  contemplated  an  attack  upon 
him  at  any  time,  much  less  at  this  period,  when  it  seemed  best 
to  DO  longer  contend  even  with  the,  show  of  force.  As  soon  as 
the  government  troops  reached  Petersham,  the  insurgent  army 
began  to  disband  and  scatter  to  their  several  homes,  only  a 
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fiufficient  number  of  them  holding  together  to  safely  escort  Capt. 
Sha3*s  and  other  prominent  leaders  be3'ond  the  bounds  of  this 
Commonwealth.  This  the}*  lost  no  time  in  doing,  going  directly 
to  Athol  on  Sunday,  passing  through  Warwick  on  Monday  the 
5th,  accompanied  b}*  about  100  men  including  Abraham  Gale, 
who  had  been  severely  disabled  b}'  a  kick  ft'om  a  horse.  £11 
Parsons  went  over  to  Ilubbardston  before  he  left  for  Vermont. 

The  Insurgents  never  again  appeared  in  any  considerable 
force,  although  little  bands  of  them  were  now  and  then  attract- 
ing attention  in  different  portions  of  the  three  western  counties 
by  arresting  Loyalists,  with  the  intention  of  holding  them  as 
hostages  for  some  of  their  own  men  who  had  previously  been 
apprehended  and  were  now  held  by  government.  Some  they 
paroled  as  prisoners  of  war  not  to  take  part  in  favor  of  govern- 
ment against  people  who  st^'led  themselves  '^Regulators." 

Friday,  Feb.  2d,  news  reached  Gen.  Warner,  who  was  jn 
command  of  the  loyal  troops  at  Worcester,  that  a  body  of  Reg- 
ulators were  at  New  Braintree  arresting  people.  He  immediate- 
ly sent  a  detachment  of  about  180  men  to  capture  them.  They 
proceeded  to  the  house  of  Moses  Hamilton,  a  tavern  keeper, 
where  it  was  expected  the  Insurgents  would  be  found  ;  but  the 
news  of  their  coming  had  preceded  them,  and  the  Insurgents 
had  posted  themselves  behind  a  stone  wall  ready  to  receive 
them,  and  as  the  party  from  Worcester  came  up,  a  few  shots 
were  leveled  at  them  by  men  said  to  be  under  the  leadership  of 
Reuben  Lamb  of  Oxford.  Mr.  Jonathan  Rice,  a  deputy  sheriff^, 
received  a  ball  through  his  arm,  and  another  through  his  hand. 
His  horse  was  also  wounded,  and  David  Young  received  a  ball 
through  Ills  knee.  The  Insurgents  then  fled  towards  Rutland, 
leaving  at  the  house  the  proprietor  and  three  men  guarding  Col. 
Samuel  Flag  and  John  Stanton,  both  of  Worcester,  who  had 
been  captured  while  attending  to  private  business  in  Leicester 
the  day  previous,  by  a  few  men  under  the  lead  of  Reuben  Thayer 
of  Uxbridge,  of  whom  it  was  reported  that  he  took  the  oath  of 
allegiance  Dec.  dOth,  U786,  but  soon  after  went  to  Providence, 
R.  I.,  purchased  some  powder  and  again  Joined  the  Insurgents. 

Capt.  Sha3's  and  several  of  his  associate  oflScers  were  now 
beyond  the  reach  of  Gov.  Bowdoin  and  his  troops,  and  Feb.  4th, 
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he  offered  the  following  rewards  for  their  capture  and  return  to 
the  proper  authorities :  For  Daniel  Shays  of  Pelham,  £150 ;  for 
Luke  Day  of  West  Springfleld,  Adam  Wheeler  of  Hubbardston, 
Eli  Parsons  of  Adams,  £100  each.  Vigorous  attention  was  also 
given  to  persons  throughout  the  state  who  were  by  speech  and 
actions  inciting  the  people  against  the  administration. 

Thursday,  Jan.  25th,  Col.  Luke  Drury  of  Grafton,  on  account 
of  his  inimical  disposition  to  government,  was  escorted  to  Bos- 
ton and  placed  in  prison.  Mr.  Drury  was  a  representative  to 
the  General  Court,  and  as  Captain  led  the  Grafton  minute  men 
to  Concord  and  Lexington  ;  enlisted  a  company  April  24,  1775  ; 
received  a  commission  and  joined  the  forces  at  Cambridge ;  was 
in  the  regiment  of  Col.  Artemas  Ward  of  Shrewsbury,  and  took 
part  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  He  was  often  moderator  at 
the  public  meetings  of  the  town,  and  tilled  acceptabl}*  the  offices 
of  constable,  deput}*  sheriff,  collector  and  selectman.  Friday 
the  26th,  Mr.  Caleb  Curtis  of  Charlton,  was  also  taken  to  Bos- 
ton jail.  Mr.  Jonah  Goulding  had  previously  been  incarcerated 
Ht  Boston  for  stopping  the  courts  in  Worcester,  and  petitioned 
the  General  Court  Feb.  7th,  1787,  for  a  pardon. 

The  most  reckless  and  desperate  of  the  Insurgents  were  now 
to  be  found  in  Hampshire  and  Berkshire  counties,  and  General 
Lincoln  turned  his  attention  in  that  direction,  after  dismissing 
3  companies  of  artillerj'  and  ordering  two  regiments  to  Worces- 
ter. With  the  remainder  of  his  arm}'  took  up  his  march  lor 
Pittsfield,  passing  through  the  towns  of  Amherst,  Hadley,  Ches- 
terfield, Partridgefield  and  Worthington,  arriving  at  Pittsfield 
Feb.  12th.  Just  previous  to  this  date,  about  300  Regulators 
under  command  of  Major  Wiley,  concentrated  about  West 
Stockbridge  and  Lee  to  prevent  the  action  of  the  courts  at  the 
latter  place.  Gen.  Patterson  led  out  the  militia  in  that  vicinity 
and  confronted  them.  A  compromise  was  effected,  by  which  the 
Insurgents  were  to  disperse,  and  they  would  not  be  arrested  or 
pursued  by  Patterson  or  his  men,  unless  further  ordered  so  to  do 
by  Gen.  Lincoln.  Unfortunately,  however,  as  Major  Wiley  and 
his  men  started  off,  some  of  them  discharged  their  muskets  into 
the  air,  which  was  taken  by  the  state  troops  as  an  attack,  and 
they  soon  arrested  about  50  of  the  Insurgents,  a  circumstance 
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which  added  much  to  the  feeling  of  resentment  among  the  latter.* 
Immediately  on  the  arrival  of  Gen.  Lincoln  and  his  army  at 
Pitt«tield,  he  dispatched  Col.  Tyler  with  a  small  force  to  the 
house  of  Major  Wiley  in  the  town  of  Dalton,  with  the  hope  of 
apprehending  him.  He  also  sent  Capt.  Francis  with  a  compan}^ 
of  militia  to  Williamstown,  hoping  to  find  Parsons  and  perhaps 
other  chiefs  who  were  supposed  to  be  there.  These  expeditions 
were  not  entirel}*  fruitless,  although  neither  found  the  object  of 
their  search.  Col.  Tyler  returned  with  six  prisoners,  one  a  son 
and  aid  to  Major  Wiley,  a  Mr.  Chamberlin,  second  in  command, 
and  four  others.  Capt.  Francis  brought  in  nine  prisoners,  none 
of  them  prominent  men. 

About  this  time  Mr.  John  Wheeler,  one  of  Shays'  aids,  Mr. 
Mathew  Clark,  and  Dr.  Whiting,  judge  of  the  court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  for  Berkshire  County,  had  been  taken  into  custody. 
The  same  week  an  attempt  was  made  to  arrest  Capt.  Jason 
Parmenter,  who  with  his  associates  were  seeking  reftige  in  the 
state  of  Vermont,  across  the  line  from  Korthfleld.  Mr.  Whit- 
ne}',  a  representative  from  that  town,  with  Mr.  Jacob  Walker 
of  Whately,  a  member  of  the  volunteer  horse  from  Hampshire 
County,  suddenl}'  came  upon  Parmenter  in  the  road.  Walker 
fell,  shot  through  the  body,  and  died  within  half  an  hour.  Par- 
menter fied  to  the  woods  where  he  was  captured  the  next  daj'' 
by  a  part}'  under  Capt.  Buffington.  Feb.  2 1st  closed  the  time 
for  which  the  militia  under  Gen.  Lincoln  were  engaged  to  serve 
in  the  fiejd,  and  during  the  last  week  in  February  the  greater 
part  of  his  army  passed  through  Worcester  on  their  return  home. 
The  General  remained  in  Berkshire  Count}'  awaiting  the  arrival 
of  the  new  quota  of  four  months  men  raised  to  finish  the  contest. 
Several  hundred  Insurgents  who  had  rendezvoused  at  a  place 
called  New  Canaan,  Columbia  Co.,  New  York,  proposed  to  take 
advantage  of  this  opportunity  b}*  making  a  raid  into  Berkshire 
County  for  the  purpose  of  retaliation,  not  forgetting  even  the 
possibility  of  canying  off  Gen.  Lincoln  himself  should  the  op- 
portunity present  itself,  consequently  about  midnight,  Monday 


Among  these  prisoners  was  Capt.  Hubbart  a  man  of  considerable  property. 
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the  26th,  news  reached  Pittsfield  that  the  Rebels  were  in  motion 
and  that  that  place  was  the  objective  point.  About  eight  o'clock 
the  next  morning  100  of  them,  under  Capt.  Hamlin,  were  at 
Stockbridge  taking  horses  and  sleighs,  with  such  other  articles 
as  they  stood  in  need  of.  They  also  held  20  of  the  most  re- 
spectable inhabitants  of  the  town  as>  prisoners.  Gen.  Lincoln's 
force  in  Pittsfield  was  so  small  that  he  could  offer  but  little  op- 
position to  the  onward  march  of  the  Insurgents ;  but  that  eve- 
ning 50  men  were  sent  out  for  the  object  of  re-capturing  the 
prisoners  and  property.  On  Wednesday  the  28th,  some  80  of 
the  loyal  people  of  Great  Barrington  under  Capt.  IngersoU,  and 
Sheffield  under  Lieut.  Goodrich,  joined  forces  under  Col.  John 
Ashle}^  and  overtook  the  raiders  in  the  town  of  Sheffield,  where 
a  little  skirmish  took  place  in  which  Mr.  Gleason  of  Stockbridge 
and  Mr.  Porter  of  Great  Barrington  were  killed,  and  three  other 
militia  men  wounded.  The  raiders  had  two  killed  and  five 
wounded  ;  among  the  latter  was  Capt.  Hamlin.  Gen.  Patter- 
son with  the  militia  arrived  just  in  season  to  make  the  rout  of 
the  raiders  complete,  leaving  in  the  hands  of  Col.  Ashley  about 
70  prisoners  besides  the  men  and  property  the}'  had  captured 
at  Stockbridge 

March  5th  the  report  came  to  headquarters  that  the  spirit  of 
opposition  still  raged  in  Berkshire  and  was  far  from  being  sub- 
dued, and  that  small  parties  were  making  prisoners  of  those 
who  distinguished  themselves  as  friends  of  government,  and 
plundering  their  houses.  The  houses  of  Mr.  Sedgwick  and  Mr. 
Edwards  were  robbed  of  property  the  week  before  ;  but  at  this 
time  Shays,  Wheeler,  Major  Wiley,  Captains  Billings,  Conkey, 
Cornell,  and  Hinds,  Mr.  Gray  one  of  the  Councillors,  and  Mr. 
Billings  a  brother  of  the  Captain,  also  two  other  prominent  in- 
surrectionists were  quietl}'  passing  their  time  in  the  northwestern 
part  of  Vermont. 

Monday  March  5th,  Daniel  Baird  of  Worcester  a  selectman 
and  late  member  of  the  county  convention  ;  also  Daniel  Broad 
and  George  Marston  of  Pepperell,  persons  considered  danger- 
ous to  public  safety  were  taken  to  Boston  jail.  The  jails  in  the 
counties  of  Worcester,  Hampshire  and  Berkshire  had  become  so 
over  crowded  with  occupants  that  February  26th,  a  resolve  was 
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passed  in  the  senate,  that  it' was  expedient  to  admit  to  bail  such 
persons  confined  in  these  counties  whose  liberty  would  not  be 
considered  dangerous  to  the  public  safety  ;  that  any  two  justices 
could  act  on  recommendation  or  request  of  any  general  officer 
commanding  troops  in  either  count}'. 

Saturday  March  10th,  the  General  Court  appointed  Hon. 
Samuel  Phillips  Jr.  Esq.,  President  of  the  Senate,  Hon.  Benja- 
min Lincoln  Esq.  and  Samuel  Allyne  Otis  Esq.,  Commissioners 
to  proceed  to  the  Western  counties  for  the  purpose  of  granting 
pardons  to  persons  concerned  in  the  Rebellion  who  might  apply 
for  the  same,  other  than  the  leaders,  or  such  as  had  fired  upon 
good  citizens  of  this  commonwealth  or  acted  as  a  council  of  war. 

After  the  collision  at  Suffield,  Gen.  Lincoln  despatched  a 
messenger  to  the  Governor  of  New  York  with  the  details  of  the 
engagement  on  the  26th  of  Februarj',  as  well  as  an  account  of 
the  support  and  assistance  the  Insurgents  were  receiving  at  the 
hands  of  the  inhabitants  of  his  state.  The  matter  was  laid  be- 
fore the  legislature,  and  at  the  suggestion  of  that  body.  Gov. 
Clinton  repaired  at  once  to  the  scene  of  action,  arriving  at  New 
Lebanon  N.  Y.,  Tuesday  March  6th,  where  he  was  met  b}' Gen. 
Lincoln  ;  and  after  the  interview  Gov.  Clinton  returned  with 
Gen.  Lincoln  to  Pittsfield,  passing  Wednesday  night  at  that 
place.  Satisfactory  arrangements  were  made  to  take  care  of 
the  Insurgents  who  had  sought  shelter  in  New  York  State ;  and 
March  12th  brought  forth  a  proclamation  from  Gov.  Clinton, 
offering  the  same  rewards  for  the  apprehension  of  the  leaders  as 
had  been  named  b\'  Gov.  Bowdoin,  and  requesting  his  people 
not  to  aid  the  refugees.  John  Sullivan,  governor  of  New 
Hampshire,  issued  a  similar  proclamation,  as  also  did  the  Gov- 
ernors of  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania. 

Col.  Newel  with  about  300  newly  enlisted  four  months  men 
from  Worcester  County,  arrived  at  Northampton  at  noon, 
Wednesday  March  9th,  on  their  way  to  Pittsfield.  A  sufficient 
number  of  new  recruits  had  now  arrived  in  the  western  part  of 
the  state  to  overawe  and  keep  in  check  the  reckless  and  discord- 
ant element.  Ensign  Stoddard  who  left  Great  Barrington 
March  24th,  stated  in  Boston  where  he  arrived  on  the  27th,  that 
''Although  the  rebellion  appears  to  be  crushed  in  the  western 
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part  of  the  state,  it  will  require  the  utmost  wisdom  and  persever- 
ance of  our  rulers  to  restore  peace  to  that  distracted  part  of 
the  Commonwealth." 

The  courts  were  now  free  to  act ;  and  the  oflScers  of  the  law 
were  active  in  bringing  offenders  before  the  bar.* 

Major  Samuel  Cooksou  reported  March  2dd,  that  not  less  than 
700  families  had  removed  to  Vermontf  within  six  weeks,  from 
the  three  western  counties  of  Massachusetts.  So  general  was 
the  depopulation  that  in  some  towns  it  was  re{>orted  there  were 
not  lefL  a  sufficient  number  of  inhabitants  to  fill  the  town  offices. 
The  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  was  carried  to  such  an  extent  that 
in  several  towns  in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  many  of  the  ladies 
wore  green  feathers  in  their  hats  in  place  of  the  evergreen  to 
show  to  which  side  the}'  gave  their  sympathy.  Even  Noah 
Webster  found  it  necessary  in  order  to  prevent  his  name  from 
being  catalogued  among  the  Insurgents,  to  address  a  note  (May 
8th,  1787,)  from  Philadelphia  which  appeared  in  public  print, 
to  show  that  certain  nimors  that  he  was  an  enemy  to  public  faith 
were  incorrect. 

Expressions  like  the  following  give  some  idea  of  the  very 
critical  condition  in  which  the  political  affairs  of  the  country- 
stood  :  '^It  is  now  the  general  opinion  that  unless  some  wise 
plan  should  be  proposed  by  the  federal  convention  and  adopted 
by  the  several  states,  our  republican  governments  will  speediU' 
terminate:  what  will  take  their  place  heaven  only  knows." 


*  790  persons  availed  themselves  of  the  privilege  of  the  commission, 
t  Vermont  was  admitted  into  the  union  March  4,  1791. 
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APPENDIX. 

I. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  excessive  impost* to  which  the  people 
were  subjected  I  have  copied  the  following  from  the  announce- 
ment of  a  sale  of  land  by  government  for  the  payment  of  taxes : 
Timoth}'  Paine  of  Worcester  assessed  o)i  2714  acres  of  land  in 
the  town  of  Merryfield,  Hampshire  County,  10  shillings  per  acre. 
State  and  Continental  tax  May  26,  1779,    ...     £260  188. 
«  **  *'     Oct.  *»  -         .  197  188, 

Town  tax  and  repairing  highways  April  15,  1779        -        22  12s. 
«*  '*      supplying  Soldiers  families  Nov.  1779       -         58  128. 

Total,  £540. 

EBENEZER  STOW,  Constable  of  Merrvfield. 

June  5,  1780.    To  be  sold  at  Edward  Wright's  house,  July  17,  1780. 

II. 

Captain  Daniel  Shays  was  born  in  the  town  of  Hopkinton, 
Mass.,  in  the  year  1 717,  and  belonged  to  a  poor  family.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  Revolutionary'  war  he  was  23  years  of  age 
and  living  on  a  farm  in  Brookfield,  but  at  once  enlisted  in  the 
cause  of  his  countr}' ;  was  Ensign  in  Col.  Woodbridge's  Reg- 
iment at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  He  afterward  enlisted  a 
company  of  men  and  succeeded  to  the  rank  of  Captain,  doing 
honorable  service  throughout  the  Revolution,,  and  with  other 
officers  was  in  1780,  presented  w-ith  an  elegant  sword  by  the 
marquis  de  La  Fayette  as  a  pledge  of  his  affection.  Capt  Shays 
was  a  man  of  undoubted  courage  and  a  good  soldier.  He  was 
not  prominent  at  the  camroencement  of  the  insurrection  at  which 
time  he  resided  in  Pelham,  and  was  not  desirous  of  becoming 
its  leader,  for  he  sent  Luke  Dav  and  Eli  Parsons  to  Col.  Ethan 
Allen  of  Vermont  with  tlie  earnest  solicitation  that  he  would 
take  command  of  the  insurgents;  but  on  Col.  Allen  refusing 
to  accept  the  command,  Capt.  Shays  continued  as  its  chief 
officer.  But  at  Springfield  during  the  colloquy'  with  Gen.  Wm. 
Shepard,  when  the  latter  addressed  Capt.  Shays  as  General, 
thus  making  him  equal  in  rank.  Shays  resented  it,  telling  Shep- 
ard that  he  should  consider  it  as  an  affront  if  he  continued  call- 
ing him  GeneraK  and  should  demand  satisfaction.     After  the 
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failure  of  the  insurrection  Shays  went  to  Vermont,  where  he 
remained  about  a  year,  and  on  his  petition  received  full  pardon 
and  removed  to  Sparta,  N.  Y.  where  he  died  Sept.  29,  1825,  a 
Revolutionary  pensibner. 

III. 

NAMES  OF  MEN  WHO  SERVED  AS  CAPTAINS  IN  THE  INSURBECTION. 

Daniel  Luddington  of  Southampton  was  tried  at  Northamp- 
ton, convicted  of  high  treason  and  sentenced  to  death  during 
the  second  week^s  session  of  court  ending  April  21,  1778  ;  par- 
doned and  released  Friday',  Maj'  5th. 

Artemas  Dr^'den  of  Holden,  surrendered  to  the  sheriff  of 
Worcester  Count}-,  February  loth  and  was  placed  in  Boston  jail. 

John  Wheeler  of  Hard  wick,  (aid  to  Shaj's)  was  tried  at 
Northampton,  convicted  of  high  treason  and  sentenced  to  death 
during  the  two  weeks  session  of  court  ending  April  21,  1787  ; 
pardoned  and  released  Friday,  May  5th. 

Job  Shnttuck  of  Groton,  was  tried  in  Maj',  1787,  at  Concord, 
convicted  of  high  treason,  sentenced  to  death  Maj'  22d,  and  to  be 
executed  Thursday  June  28,  1787.  He  was  then  reprieved  to 
Aug.  2d,  and  before  the  arrival  of  that  day  a  respite  for  seven 
weeks  was  granted  him  by  the  Governor. 

Bingham  was  placed  in  jail  at  Northampton  May,  1787. 

Abraham  Gale  of  Princeton,  John  Brown  of  Whately,  Aaron 
Jewel  of  Chesterfield,  Luke  Day  of  West  Springfield,  Edward 
Kibby,  Jones,  Black,  Hubbart,  Billings,*  Fisk.* 

IV. 

NAMES  OP  SOME  OP  THE  MEN  PROMINENT  AND  ACTIVE. 

James  White  of  Colerain  was  tried  at  Northampton,  convicted 

of  high  treason  and  sentenced  to  death  at  the  session  of  court 

ending  April  21,  1787.     Pardon  received  May  4th  and  liberated 
May  5th. 

Alpheus  Cotton  of  Long  Meadow  was  tried  at  Northampton, 

convicted  of  high  treason  and  sentenced  to  death  at  a  term  or 


*  Called  captains. 
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coart  ending  April  11,  1787.     Pardon  received  May  4th,  and 
liberated  the  next  da  v. 

Heniy  McCuUook*  of  Pelham  was  tried  at  Northampton,  con 
victed  of  high  treason  and  sentenced  to  death  at  a  term  of  court 
ending  April  21,  1787.  His  death  warrant  was  received  bj-the 
Sheriff  May  4th,  to  be  executed  May  24 ;  reprieved  till  June 
21 ;  again  reprieved  to  Aug.  2d.  Before  that  time  arrived  the 
Governor  granted  him  a  respite  for  seven  weeks. 

Juson  Parmenter*  of  Bernardston,  who  shot  Mr.  Walker  was 
tried  at  Northampton,  convicted  and  sentenced  to  death.  The 
death  warrant  was  received  by  the  high  sheriff  of  Hampshire 
County  May  4th,  to  be  executed  May  24 ;  reprieved  until  June 
21st, ;  again  reprieved  to  Aug  2nd.  Before  that  day  came  an- 
other respite  of  seven  weeks  was  granted. 

Smith  of  New  Salem,  late  a  Lieut.  Colonel  in  the  militia; 
Smith  of  Barre ;  William  Smith  of  Hampshire  County ;  Dr. 
Hinds  of  Peiham. 

J.  Powers,  R.  Dickinson,  J.  Bardwell  and  J.  Billings^  signed 
letters  to  excite  the  people. 

Eli  Parker,  late  representative  (Vom  Amherst,  pleaded  guilty 
of  seditious  practices,  in  court  at  Northampton,  April,  1787. 

AbAer  Fowler,  late  member  of  the  convention  and  General 
Court  from  South  wick,  pleaded  guilty  of  seditious  practices,  at 
Northampton,  April,  1787,  and  was  sentenced  to  pay  £50,  be 
imprisoned  1 2  months  and^recognize  to  keep  the  peace  5  3*ear8. 

Joseph  Jones,  for  firing  a  pistol  at  a  deputy  sheriff  was  sen- 
tenced to  sit  1  hour  on  the  gallows  with  a  rope  around  his  neck, 
pay  £80  and  furnish  security  to  keep  the  peace  and  be  of  good 
behavior  for  2  vears. 

Silas  Hamilton  Esq.  of  Whitingham  Vt.,  was  sentenced  to 

•  On  Thursday  June  21,  1787,  these  two  men  (Henry  McCullock  and 
Jason  Parmenter)  who  were  confined  at  Northampton,  were  taken  from  the 
jail  under  a  guard  of  400  militia  to  the  meeting  house,  where  the  Rev.  Mo- 
ses Baldwin  of  Palmer  delivered  a  discourse  taking  for  his  text  Romans  vi ; 
zxi.,  after  which  they  were  escorted  to  the  gallows  and  the  death  warrants 
read  limiting  their  time  to  8  p.  m.  Coffins  were  in  readiness,  but  they  were 
not  needed,  for  two  minutes  before  that  hour  they  were  reprieved  to  Thurs- 
day, Aug.  2nd,  and  returned  to  jaiL 
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stand  1  hour  in  pillor}'  and  to  be  publicly  whipped  on  his  naked 
back  20  stripes,  for  stirring  up  sedition  in  this  Cooinionwealth. 

Abel  Patridge  was  ordered  to  pav  a  fine  of  £100  to  the  use  of 
the  state,  and  recognize  in  £300  to  keep  the  peace  for  5  years. 

John  Severance  was  fined  £30  and  ordered  to  recognize  in 
£100  to  keep  the  peace  for  3  years. 

Thomas  Killam  was  ordered  to  pay  £20  and  recognize  in  £50 
to  keep  the  peace  for  three  ^ears. 

Samuel  Rose  was  ordered  to  stand  1  hour  in  pillory  and  re- 
ceive 20  stripes  on  his  naked  back. 

Thomas  Gould  Esq.  was  arrested,  tried,  convicted  and  sen- 
tenced to  pay  £50  and  recognize  for  good  behavior  for  3  ^-ears. 

Samuel  Slocum  was  prominent  at  conventions  and  was  mod- 
erator at  the  convention  in  Rutland,  Jan.,  1787. 

Gideon  Dunham  and  George  Baker  were  arrested  in  Vt.  Juh', 
1787,  and  placed  in  jail  at  Northampton  but  escaped  Aug.  22d. 

Lieut.  Isaac  Bullard  was  jailed  at  Northampton  in  Maj-,  1787. 

Jenkins  and  Davis  of  West  Stockbridge  were  captured  but 
escaped. 

Robert  Joyner  was  put  in  jail  at  Great  Barrington. 

Lieut  Rufus  T3-ler,  Lieut.  Joseph  Babcock,  Samuel  Booth, 
Samuel  Clark  Nathan  Mower,  Simeon  Hazletine  of  Hardwick, 
Billings  of  Amherst,  and  Serg't  John  Williams,  were  en- 
gaged in  enlisting  men  for  Shays'  army. 

Esq.  Perry  of  Eastown,  was  apprehended  on  a  seditious  visit 
to  Egremont. 

Ebenezer  Tolman  and  Ethan  Billings  of  Conwa}*,  Hampshire 
County  ;  Eli  Parsons,  Jacob  Fox,  Perez  Hamlin,  Ebenezer  Cut- 
tender  and  Elisha  Manning  of  Berkshire  County,  Col.  Hazclton, 
Nathan  Smith,  Daniel  Gray,  Dr.  Samuel  Willard,  Hezekiah 
Chapman,  Elijah  Day,  Thomas  Grover,  Lieutenants  Henr^'and 
Baldwin,  and Ware.     Dr.  Elisha  Forbes  of  Norwich. 

Mr  Bruce's  house  in  Leicester  was  a  resort  for  the  Insurorents. 

Jonah  Goulding  of  Ward,  was  taken  to  Boston  jail  for  stop- 
ping the  courts  at  Worcester  in  Dec,  1786.  He  petitioned  the 
General  Court  for  pardon  Feb.  7,  1787,  and  was  released  on 
bail  March  23d. 

Col.  Luke  Drury  of  Grafton  was  sent  to  jail  in  Boston  January 
26,  1786.     Caleb  Curtis  was  arrested  and  confined  in  jail. 
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Adam  Wheeler  of  Hubbardston  was  a  constable  previous  to 
the  insurrection  and  a  prominent  man  of  that  town.  He  was 
captured  in  Vermont  by  a  party  of  government  men  under  Royal 
T^ier  Esq.,  but  the}'  were  only  able  to  hold  him  4  hours  when 
he  was  liberated  by  a  part}'  of  40  sympathizers  from  over  the 
line  in  the  state  of  New  York. 

Daniel  Baird  of  Worcester  was  sent  to  jail  at  Boston,  but  he 
was  released  on  bail  March  23,  1787. 

William  Bemis  of  Spencer,  petitioned  for  pardon  Oct.  28, 
1786.     He  was  Capt.  in  the  militia  and  an  honored  citizen. 

Justus  Wright  was  arrested  and  confined  in  jail. 

Capt.  Moses  Harvey  of  Montague,  a  member  of  the  General 
Court,  was  tried  at  Northampton  in  April,  1787,  and  convicted 
for  uttering  seditious  words.  He  was  sentenced  to  sit  on  the 
gallows  1  hour  with  a  rope  around  his  neck  and  pay  j£oO  to  the 
state  and  recognize  to  keep  the  peace  for  5  years.  On  Friday, 
April  30,  the  legislature  voted  to  expel  him. 

Hezekiah  Hicks  was  jailed  at  Taunton  March  26th,  1787. 

Enoch  Tyler  of  Egremont  with  two  other  insurgents,  were 
jailed  at  Albany  N.  Y.  the  latter  part  of  May,  1787.  This  was 
probably  his  second  offence. 

V. 

NAMES  OF  PERSONS  CONVICTED  BY  THE  SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT 
FOR  BERKSHIRE  COUNTY  WHICH  CLOSED  ITS  SESSION  IN  APRIL,  1787. 

William  Whiting  Esq.  of  Great  Barrington,  Chief  Justice  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  county  of  Berkshire,  was 
convicted  of  making  seditious  speeches  and  sentenced  to  six 
months  imi^risonment,  fined  ;£100,  and  ordered  to  give  sureties 

to  keep  the  peace  5  years. 

Aaron  Knapp  of  West  Stockbridge,  Enoch  Tyler  of  Egre- 
mont, Joseph  Williams  of  New  Marlboro,  Nathaniel  Austin  *of 
Shefl3eld,  Peter  Wilcox  Jr.*  of  Lee,  and  Samuel  Rust  of  Pitts- 
field,  were  convicted  of  high  treason  and  sentenced  to  death. 


*  On  Friday  night,  at  Great  Barrington,  as  the  time  was  approaching  for 
the  execution  of  these  two  men,  (Wilcox  and  Austin)  two  women  armed 
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Knapp,  Tyler,  Williams  and  Rust  were  pardoned  Ma}'  4th. 
Austin  and  Wilcox  were  reprieved  May  24th  to  June  2l8t,  and 
before  that  da}'  arrived  they  were  again  reprieved  to  Thursday, 
Aug.  2d. 

John  Hubbard,  David  Sackett,  John  Deming,  Peleg  Green, 
Oliver  Root,  Enos  Haskins,  and  John  Strong  were  convicted  of 
exciting  sedition.  Isaac  Wood,  Aaron  Noble,  Moses  Wood, 
William  Sheldon  and  Anthony  Ames  were  convicted  of  inciting 
a  riot,  and  Joseph  Wood  for  setting  fire  to  a  barn.  100  more 
were  convicted  but  fled  beyond  the  reach  of  the  officials. 

VI. 

Tuesday  April  25th,  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  convened  at 
Worcester  and  was  in  session  two  weeks.  James  Sullivan, 
Thomas  Dawes  and  Levi  Lincoln  were  assigned  as  counsel  for 
the  prisoners.  Henry  Gale  of  Princeton,  was  convicted  of  high 
treason  and  sentenced  to  death,  Jan.  11th,  1787.  The  town  of 
Princeton  joined  in  a  petition  for  his  pardon.  Thursday,  June 
21st  he  was  taken  to  the  gallows  on  the  common  and  there  re- 
prieved to  Aug.  2d,  and  again  a  respite  of  7  weeks  was  granted. 
Silas  Livermore  of  Paxton,  and  Jacob  Chamberlin  of  Dudley, 
indicted  for  high  treason,  were  acquitted. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  proceedings  that  fourteen  per- 
sons were  convicted  of  high  treason  and  sentenced  to  death. 
Eight  of  them  were  granted  full  pardon  within  a  very  short  time 
after  conviction,  while  the  remaining  six  were  reprieved  from 
time  to  time  for  a  few  months,  and  then  they  are  also  pardoned  ; 
so  that  the  most  prominent  among  the  insurrectionists  were  not 
punished  beyond  a  short  imprisonment,  and  soon  after  their 
release,  were  found  occupying  responsible  positions'  of  honor 
and  trust  in  the  several  communities  where  they  resided,  show- 
ing conclusively  that  the  public  sentiment  was  not  to  brand  them 
as  traitors,  but  to  allow  respect  for  honest  difference  of  opinion. 


with  a  bottle  of  spirits  introduced  themselves  to  the  sentry  who  stood  guard 
over  the  prisoners.  He  not  being  above  the  average  of  the  human  family  in 
iutellect,  was  soon  brought  under  the  control  of  these  cunning  artificers, 
who  succeeded  in  accomphshing  the  object  of  their  visit,  the  setting  at 
liberty  of  the  two  condemned  men.  As  soon  as  their  escape  was  made 
known,  the  sentry  with  one  of  the  women  who  had  been  arrested,  were  im- 
prisoned in  the  same  jail. 


Ill 

VII. 

[Note  to  imxe  70.] 

'  In  November,  1786,  His  Excellency,  Gov.  Bowdoin,  informed  the  General 
Court  that  letters  had  been  sent  to  the  selectmen  of  several  towns  in  Hamp- 
shire County,  asking  them  to  call  together  the  inhabitants  of  their  several 
towns,  and  see  that  they  were  properly  supplied  with  arms  and  amunition, 
and  organized  according  to  law ;  and  that  the  militia  be  furnished  with  60 
rounds  of  cartridges,  and  hold  themselves  ready  to  march  at  a  moments 
warning.  This  communication  was  reported  to  a  committee  of  the  house 
who  soon  presented  a  report  containing  the  following  recommendations : 

1.  A  suspension  of  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus.  2.  A  provision  for  try- 
ing traitors  in  any  county.  8.  A  pardon  for  all  persons  concerned  in  the 
late  insurrections,  excepting  the  ringleaders,  upon  their  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance  and  abjuration.  The  house  at  once  took  up  the  subject  with  the 
result  that  a  general  indemnity  shall  be  granted  to  all  the  insurgents  upon 
their  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  previous  to  the  first  day  of  January  next 
and  not  persevering  in  the  crime  after  the  passing  of  the  act  then  under 
consideration ;  and  that  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  and 
trying  persons  on  charge  of  high  treason  should  take  place  under  the  same 
condition.  Bills  to  this  effect  were  read  for  the  third  time  and  passed  to 
be  engrossed ;  and  the  bill  for  suspension  of  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus 
passed  both  branches  of  the  legislature. 
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The  reading  of  the  paper  was  followed  by  remarks 
from  the  Rev.  George  Allen,  and  MeHsrs.  Tolman. 
and  Knight.     The  meeting  was  then  adjourned. 


In  response  to  an  invitation  extended  to  the  Wor- 
cester Society  of  Antiquity  by  Mr.  George  Sumner, 
to  visit  his  summer  home  at  Shrewsbury,  a  party  of 
about  thirty  gentlemen*  left  the  Rooms  on  Poster 
street,  at  half  past  one  on  the  afternoon  of  Wednes- 
day, August  10th.  The  conveyance  was  a  large 
six-horse  omnibus,  and  the  ride  occupied  about  an 
hour.  The  company  received  a  warm  welcome  from 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sumner  and  their  family,  and  an  hour 
was  spent  in  exploring  the  old  mansion  and  viewing 
the  antique  treasures  it  contains.  The  house,  which 
has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  familj^  for  four  gen- 
erations, was  the  home  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Sumner, 
D.  D.,  Minister  of  the  town  from  1762  to  1823. 


•  The  following  gcutlemcn  composed  the  party :  Ellcry  B.  Crane,  Albert 
Tolman,  Henry  L.  Shumway,  James  A.  Smith,  Dr.  George  Chandler,  Clark 
Jillson,  William  A.  Smith,  A.  B.  R.  Sprague,  Samuel  E,  Staples,  Franklin 
P.  Rice,  Hammond  W.  Hubbard,  Addison  Prentiss,  Norton  L.  Cook,  Aug. 
E.  Peck  Augustus  Coolidgc,  Nelson  H.  Scott,  Pardon  A.  Lee,  Ephraim 
Tucker,  Daniel  Seagrave,  Thomas  M.  Lamb,  James  L.  Esty,  Franklin  C. 
Jillson,  and  E.  Francis  Thompson.  The  above  are  members  of  the  Society: 
Also  by  invitation,  John  G.  Smith,  Samuel  H.  Putnam,  Alfred  Waites, 
Herbert  R.  Cummings  and  Master  Everett  Shumway. 

The  following  gentlemen  joined  the  party  at  Shrewsbxiry :  George  Sum- 
ner, Reuben  Colton,  and  William  L.  Clark,  Members ;  and  the  Rev.  George 
Allen,  Otis  A,  Putnam,  and  "William  D.  Clark.  Messrs.  Brown,  Harlow, 
Howe,  Stone,  and  Dr.  Brigham  all  of  Shrewsbury  were  also  present  at  the 
Sumner  House. 


Ill 
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The  old  furniture,  crockery  and  household  imple- 
ments used  in  his  familj'^,  as  well  as  his  library,  fam- 
ily portraits,  relics,  etc.,  have  been  carefully  pre- 
served by  his  grandson,  the  present  proprietor,  who 
has  added  from  time  to  time,  many  rare  and  curious 
articles,  until  a  collection  has  been  formed  unrival- 
ed in  these  parts  in  size  and  value.  Rare  old  tables, 
sideboards,  and  chests  of  drawers  in  mahogany  and 
cherry,  antique  chairs  in  angular  frames  or  in  mas- 
sive stuffing,  beds  with  drapery  and  curtains,   the 

old  clock,  large  and  small  spinning  wheels,  the  clock 

* 

reel,  the  quill-wheel,  the  open  fireplace  with  and- 
irons, presented  to  the  eye  a  picture  of  by-gone  days. 
In  the  kitchen  was  the  dresser  piled  with  pewter 
plate,  while  tankards,  beakers,  ancient  knives  and 
forks,  candlesticks,  tinder  box,  piggin,  skillet,  and 
other  minor  articles  of  culinary  use  made  up  the 
accompaniment.  The  crane  in  the  fireplace,  the 
bare  floor,  the  settle  and  the  candle  molds,  were 
suggestive  of  the  discomforts  and  inconveniences  of 
a  past  generation,  and  in  striking  contrast  with  the 
methods  and  manners  of  the  present.  Upon  the 
walls  of  the  "keeping  room"  are  the  portraits,  in  oil, 
of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Sumner  and  members  of  his  family, 
with  other  ancient  paintings  and  prints  of  the  style 
of  the  last  century.  The  title  deeds  of  the  place 
dating  back  to  1750  were  exhibited  framed  under 
glass.  In  the  library,  among  other  rare  books,  is  a 
copy  of  a  "Confession  of  Faith"  in  the  Indian  lan- 
guage, compiled  by  Grind  al  Rawson.     The  place 
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will  well  repay  the  visit  of  the  antiquary,  and  would 
furnish  ample  material  for  an  illustrated  magazine 
article. 

From  the  house  the  party  proceeded  to  the  famous 
Balanced  Rock,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the 
town,  on  the  road  to  Boylston.  It  is  an  immense 
boulder — an  irregular  cube  of  perhaps  25  by  15  feet, 
resting  on  one  of  its  angles  on  the  surface  of  a  flat 
ledge  on  the  crest  of  a  hill.  It  is  very  curious,  and 
suggests  an  idea  of  the  prodigious  glacial  forces 
which  probably  drifted  it  to  its  present  position  and 
dropped  it  gently  and  evenly-  balanced.  Beneath 
the  boulder,  upon  the  surface  of  the  ledge,  the  stricB 
or  glacial  markings  can  be  plainly  seen,  the  over- 
hanging mass  having  sheltered  them  from  the  action 
of  the  elements.  At  the  request  of  the  Rev.  George 
Allen,  who  accompanied  the  party  thither,  and 
whose  enthusiasm  equalled  that  of  the  youngest,  the 
president  measured  the  height  and  breadth  of  the 
rock.  Mr.  Samuel  H.  Putnam  ascended  to  its  sum- 
mit, and  a  sketch  was  made  from  a  convenient  point 
by  Mr.  Norton  L.  Cook.* 

Returning  to  the  village,  some  time  was  spent  in 
exploring  the  ancient  portion  of  the  cemetery,  and 
deciphering  the  quaint  inscriptions,  the  oldest  found 
being  of  1740.  The  massive  tomb  of  Gen.  Artemas 
Ward  of  Revolutionary  fame  was  also  an  object  of 


*  The  illustrations  which  accompany  this  account  are  from  sketches  made 
later,  by  Mr.  WiUiam  A.  Emerson. 
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interest  *  The  old  church  was  then  visited,  but  it 
has  been  modernized  to  an  extent  that  destroys  its 
antiquarian  interest.  Its  pulpit  was  occupied  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Sumner  and  later  by  the  Rev.  George 
Allen.  A  number  of  the  party  ascended  to  the  bell- 
deck  where  an  extensive  view  was  obtained,  embra- 
cing more  than  a  score  of  towns,  from  the  heights 
of  Dorchester  to  the  hills  of  Westminster.  It  is  a 
fact  not  generally  known  that  Shrewsbury  and 
Princeton  are  on  the  same  level  above  tide  water, 
and  the  view  from  the  former  does  not  lose  in  com- 
parison with  the  latter.  The  day  was  an  admirable 
one,  and  the  party  was  amply  repaid  for  the  trouble 
of  climbing  the  narrow  stairs. 


*  The  following  are  the  inscriptions  on  the  Ward  monument : 

EAST  SIDE. 

SARAH,  wife  of  Gen,  Artemas  Ward,  Dec.  13,  1788  m  63. 

Maj.  Gen.  ARTEMAS  WARD.  Son  of  Col.  N.  Ward  H.  U.  1748-1762, 
a  Justice  &  1776  Chief  Justice  of  the  C.  C.  Pleas  For  the  Co.  of  Wor,  1778, 
a  Major  in  the  expedition  against  Canada  1769.  appointed  Col.  1766.  his 
Commission  as  Col  revoked  for  his  inflexible  opposition  to  arbitrary  power, 

whereupon  he  informed  the  Royal  Gov.  that  he  had  been  twice  honored 

1768  chosen  one  of  the  executive  Council  and  by  the  same  Royal  Gov.  and 
for  the  same  reason  negatived  and  deprived  of  a  seat  at  that  Board — 1775 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  army  at  Cambridge  and  by  the  Continen- 
tal Congress  first  Maj.  Gen.  of  the  army  of  the  revolution.  1779  appointed 
a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  under  the  Federal  Government 
repeatedly  elected  a  member. — 16  years  a  Representative  of  this  town  in  the 
Legislature  &  in  1786,  Speaker  of  the  house  of  Representatives.  Firmness 
of  mind  &  integrity  of  purpose  were  characteristic  of  his  whole  life  so  that 
he  was  never  swayed  by  the  applause  or  dtosure  of  man  but  ever  acted  un- 
der a  deep  sense  of  duty  to  his  Country  &  accountability  to  his  God — ^long 
will  his  memory  be  preserved  among  the  friends  of  liberty  &  religion. 

Oct  27,  1800,  X  73. 
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Returning  to  the  Sumner  Mansion^  they  were  met 
by  Dr.  Brigham,  who  in  honor  of  the  guests  had 
come  in  an  ancient  narrow  gig-chaise,  painted  bright 
yellow,  and  unlike  Dr.  Holmes'  "one  hoss  shay," 
built  to  withstand  the  ravages  of  time  for  genera- 
tions yet  to  come.  This  vehicle  wjis  used  by  Sher- 
iff Thomas  W.  Ward,*  in  his  official  journeys.  Dr. 
Brigham    also   brought   the   medicine  chest  of  his 


Capt.  NAHUM  WARD  son  of  Gen.  Ward,  March  7, 1778,  in  the  army,  jb  24. 
MARTHA  daughter  of  Gen.  Ward  July  25  1781,  x  21. 

SOUTH  SZDB. 

WARD.  Deacon  WILLIAM  WARD,  from  England,  Marlboro,  Aug.  10, 
1687,  JB.  87.  Col.  NAHUM  WARD,  son  of  Capt.  W.  Ward,  May  7,  1754, 
X.  70.  Capt.  WILLIAM  WARD,  son  of  Dea.  Ward,  Marlboro,  Nov.  25, 
1697,  JB.  67.  BENJAMIN,  son  of  Col.  Nahum  &  Martha  Ward,  April  22, 
1717,  JB.  12  mos.  First  Death  in  town.  MARTHA,  Relict  of  Col.  Nahum 
Ward,  July  1,  1765,  je.  68.  MARTHA^  daughter  of  Col.  Nahum  &  Martha 
Ward,  July  2,  1794.  je.  78. 

WEST  SIDE. 

CHARLES  G.  WARD,  son  of  T.  W.  &  H.  P.  W.  Adj't  24  Reg.  Mass.  vol. 
killed  In  Battle  at  Drury's  Bluff,  Va.  May  16,  1864,  je.  34.  HARRIET  P. 
wife  of  Thomas  W.  Ward,  Mar.  25,  1876,  je.  75  yrs.  ARTEMAS,  son  of 
Thomas  W.  &  Harriet  P.  Ward,  Oct,  28,  1833,  je.  6  ys. 

NORTH  SIDE. 

ARTEMAS  WARD,  son  of  Thomas  W.  &  Eliiabeth  Ward  Dec.  31.  1816, 
JE.  26.  JOSEPH  WARD,  son  of  Thomas  W.  &  Elizabeth  Ward.  Oct  2, 
1821,  JE.  32.  THOMAS  WALTER  WARD  Esq.,  18  years  High  Sheriff 
of  this  Co.,  Aug.  20,  1836.  je.  77.  A.  H.  WARD  son  of  T.  W.  &  E,  Ward, 
Feb.  18,  1864,  je.  79.  NAHUM  WARD,  son  of  T.  W.  &  E.  Ward  AprU 
6,  1860,  je.  74.  HARRIET  WILLIAMS,  wife  of  William  WUliams,  & 
daughter  of  Thomas  W.  &  Elizabeth  Ward,  Nov.  13,  1824  jb.  37.  JOHN 
TUCKER,  son  of  A.  H.  &  S.  H.  Ward,  died  in  Boston,  Nov,  2,  1840,  jb. 
24,  5  mos.  ELIZABETH,  Relict  of  T.  W.  Ward  Esq.,  Nov.  18, 1846  je.  87. 
ELIZA  MARIA  ANTOINETTE,  Oct.  26,  1821,  je,  3  yrs  8  mos.  &  8  ds. 
FRANCES  CAROLINE  AUGUSTA.  23  Oct.  1824,  je.'  18  mos.  &  20  ds., 
daughters  of  Andrew  H.  &  Sarah  H.  Ward. 


•  Thomas  Walter  Ward  was  son  of  Gen.  Artemas  Ward.    He  was  sheriff 
of  Worcester  County  from  1806  to  1824. 
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father  who  was  for  many  years  a  physician  in 
Shrewsbury.  Its  contents  were  inspected  with  in- 
terest. 

At  the  close  of  the  afternoon  a  generous  collation 
was  served,  the  divine  blessing  being  invoked  by  the 
Rev.  George  Allen.  Several  citizens  of  Shrewsbury 
joined  the  party  in  the  evening  which  was  passed 
with  music  and  pleasant  conversation  until  eight 
o'clock,  when  the  company  returned  to  the  city  ar- 
riving about  nine,  with  the  memory  of  an  agreeable 
and  profitable  experience,  which  will  be  a  lasting 
one. 


The  September  meeting  was  held  on  the  evening 
of  Tuesday  tlie  6th,  President  Crane  in  the  chair. 

The  following  persons  were  present:  Messrs. 
Crane,  Roe,  Paine,  E.  H.  Mcirble,  Tucker,  F.  P.  Rice 
Stone,  Clark  Jillson,  B.  J.  Dodge,  Cook,  Dickinson, 
Estey,  Staples, ;  and  by  invitation,  Mr.  John  G.  Smith, 
Albert  H.  Hoyt,  Esq.,  of  Cincinnati,  and  J.  A.  Mc- 
Clellen,  LL.  D.,  of  Toronto,  Government  inpector  of 
High  and  Normal  Schools  for  the  Province  of  Onta- 
rio, Canada — 16. 

Edward  B.  Glasgow  was  elected  an  active  member. 

The  President  alluded  to  the  recent  visit  of  the 
Society  to  Shrewsbury,  and  the  Hon.  Clark  Jillson 
oflTered  the  following  preamble  and  resolution,  which 
were  unanimously  adopted : 
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WTiereas,  On  the  lOth  day  of  August,  1881,  by  special  invita- 
tion from  George  Sumner  Esq.,  The  Worcester  Society  of  An- 
tiquity visited  his  ancient  and  uniquely  furnished  mansion  in  the 
town  of  Shrewsbury,  where  the  members  enjoj'ed  an  afternoon 
of  rural  delight,  paying  their  respects  to  several  points  of  his- 
toric interest  as  well  as  natural  curiositj',  among  which  may  be 
mentioned  the  burial  place  of  Major  Gen.  Artemas  Ward,  and 
Equipoise  Rock  ;  being  accompanied  thither  by  their  venerable 
friend,  the  Rev.  George  Allen,  who  visited  on  that  day,  perhaps 
for  the  last  time,  the  scene  of  his  earlv  labors  in  the  christian 
ministry  nearly  three  score  years  ago,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  a  vote  of  thanks  be,  and  the  same  hereby  are 
tendered  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sumner,  for  their  generous  invitation, 
their  liberal  entertainment,  and  all  their  efforts  to  make  the 
occasion  worthy  of  continued  remembrance. 

A  donation  of  two  specimens  of  early  wood  en- 
graving was  received  from  C.  J.  Sawtell  Esq.,  of 
New  York  city,  through  Mr.  S.  E.  Staples.  They 
were  the  work  of  Hans  Leonard  Schauffelin,  a  pupil 
of  Albert  Durer.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered 
for  the  same. 

A  portrait  in  oil  ot  Elihu  Burritt,  late  an  honor- 
ary member  of  the  Society,  was  presented  in  behalf 
of  several  members,  by  Mr.  S.  E.  Staples,  mainly 
through  whose  efforts  it  was  secured.  This  portrait 
was  painted  in  1841,  and  is  considered  a  good  like- 
ness. 

Mr.  Alfred  S.  Roe  was  then  called  upon,  and  gave 
a  very  interesting  and  graphic  account*  of  a  visit  he 


•  Since  published  in  the  Cincinnati  Enquirer,  and  reprinted  in  the  Bos- 
ton Sunday  Herald.  New  York  Sun  and  other  papers. 
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made  on  the  4th  of  July  last,  in  company  with  Mr. 
Samuel  H.  Putnam  of  this  city,  to  the  Wolf  Den, 
made  famous  by  the  exploit  of  Gen.  Israel  Putnam. 
They  also  visited  the  house  in  which  he  lived  and 
his  burial  place  at  Brooklyn.  Brief  remarks  fol- 
lowed  by  Messrs.  Tucker  and  E.  H.  Marble. 

Dr.  McClellan  of  Toronto  was  introduced,  and 
responded  by  interesting  remarks  in  an  appropriate 
and  happy  manner. 

The  President  announced  in  suitable  and  becom- 
ing terms,  the  death  of  Samuel  Foster  Haven,  LL.  D., 
forty  years  Librarian  of  the  American  Antiquarian 
Society ;  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  B.  J.  Dodge,  a  com- 
mittee of  three  was  appointed  to  draft  suitable  reso- 
lutions to  be  reported  at  the  next  meeting.  Messrs. 
Dodge,  Clark  Jillson  and  Roe  were  appointed. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned. 


The  October  meeting  was  held  on  the  eveniug  of 
Tuesday  the  4th.  The  following  persons  were  pres- 
ent: Messrs.  Staples,  Tucker,  C.  Jillson,  Lawrence, 
Dodge,  Rugg,  Paine,  Metcalf,  Stone,  Warren,  Estey, 
Hubbard,  H.  M.  Smith,  Shumway,  Seagrave,  Lovell, 
C.  R.  Johnson,  J.  A.  Smith,  F.  C.  Jillson,  Rice,  and 
three  visitors — 23. 

Mr.  B.  J.  Dodge  from  the  committee  appointed 
at  the  last  meeting  presented  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  were  unanimously  adopted,  and  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Nathaniel  Paine  were  ordered  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  widow  of  the  late  Dr.  Haven. 
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Tlie  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  duty  of  framing 
resolutions  on  the  death  of  Dr.  Haven,  respectfully  offer  the 
following : 

Mesolvedj  That  The  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity,  with  a 
deep  sense  of  bereavement,  take  formal  notice  of  the  removal 
by  death,  which  occurred  on  the  5th  of  September  last,  at  his 
home  in  this  city,  of  Samuel  Foster  Haven,  LL.  D.,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-five  years  three  months  and  eight  days. 

Resolved^  That  Dr.  Haven,  through  the  whole  of  the  long 
period  of  forty-three  years  which  marked  his  term  of  service  as 
librarian  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  has  furnished  to 
us  an  example  of  patient  study,  accurate  perception  and  ready 
sympathy,  which  gave  him  remarkable  power  to  perform,  and 
which  is  fully  exhibited  in  the  growth  add  prosperity  of  the 
Society  which  he  served. 

Beaolvedy  That  we  regard  Dr.  Haven  as  a  conscientious  and 
accurate  historian,  as  witnessed  by  the  valuable  historical  arti- 
cles which  have  from  time  to  time  emanated  from  his  graceful 
pen. 

Resolvedy  That  we  shall  miss  his  genial  manners,  his  happy 
faculty  of  speech,  and  his  always  ready  and  kindl}-  response  to 
the  demands  of  those  of  us  who  have  enjoyed  his  acquaintance, 
and  also  have  had  occasion  to  consult  with  him  niyyn  histc>rical 
or  other  matters,  in  which  he  was  the  leader  of  us  all. 

Resolved^  That  to  his  more  immediate  personal  friends,  and 
the  circle  of  his  own  family  we  tenderly  express  our  sympathy 
and  deep  sense  of  their  bereavement. 

Alfred  Waites  was  elected  an  active  member. 

A  letter  from  Dr.  George  W.  Brown  of  Rockford, 
111.  was  read  and  a  proper  reply  was  ordered.  A 
copy  of  his  pamphlet  relating  to  John  Brown,  of 
Kansas  fame,  accompanied  the  letter. 

Remarks  upon  the  death  of  president  Garfield 
were  made  by  C.  R.  Johnson,  H.  M.  Smith  and  J. 
L.  Estey. 
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Mr.  H.  M.  Smith  in  behalf  of  the  Washburn  and 
Moen  Manufacturing  Company,  presented  a  set  of 
their  publications  relative  to  the  manufacture  of 
Barb  Fence,  Telegraph  and  other  wire. 

Mr.  I.  N.  Metcalf  presented  copies  of  programmes 
of  the  recent  Musical  Festival  in  Worcester. 

The  thanks  of  the  Society  were  voted  to  Mr.  S.  E. 
Staples  for  his  efforts  in  securing  the  portrait  of 
Elihu  Burritt,  presented  to  the  Society  at  the  last 
meeting. 

Mr.  A.  S.  Roe  extended  to  the  members  an  invi- 
tation to  be  present  on  the  occasion  of  the  presen- 
tation of  the  portrait  of  John  Adams  to  the  High 
School,  to  take  place  on  the  19th  of  October,  in  the 
hall  of  the  high  school  building.     Adjourned. 


At  the  regular  monthly  meeting  held  Tuesday 
evening,  Nov.  1st,  twenty  persons  were  present, 
namely ;  Messrs.  Crane,  Roe,  Rice,  Sumner,  Harlow, 
C.  Jiilson,  Manning  Leonard  of  Southbridge,  Rugg, 
Prentiss,  J.  A.  Smith,  Stone,  Cook,  Lee,  Lawrence, 
B.  J.  Dodge,  \^aites.  Staples  and  Knight,  members ; 
and  Mr.  George  Estey  and  Master  Lawrence  visitors. 
Mr.  Staples  was  chosen  Secretary  pro  tem. 

The  following  letter  from  Mrs.  Frances  W.  Haven 
in  acknowledgment  of  the  resolutions  adopted  by 
this  Society  upon  the  death  of  Dr.  Samuel  F.  Haven, 
was  read : 
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62  Elm  st.,  Oct.  18th,  1881. 

Henry  L.  Shumway  Esq, ,  Secretary  of  TJie  Worcester  Society 
of  Antiquity^ 

Sir,  Please  accept  my  acknowledgments  for  a  copy  of  the 
Resolutions  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  The  Worcester  Society  of 
Antiquity,  Oct.  4th,  1881,  in  relation  to  my  lamented  husband. 

I  sincerely  thank  the  members  of  the  Society  for  these  kind 
expressions  of  appreciation  of  him,  and  of  sympathy  with  his 
bereaved  family. 

Mr.  Haven  felt  a  cordial  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Societj' 
of  Antiquity,  and  wished  for  it  abundant  prosperity  and  useful- 
ness. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

FRANCES  W.  HA  VEX. 

A  letter  from  W.  H.  Bigelow  of  New  Haven,  Ct. 
transmitting  a  biographical  sketch  of  himself  was 
read.  Abraham  K.  Gould  was  elected  an  active 
member. 

The  President  gave  an  interesting  account  of  the 
recent  Crane  family  reunion  in  New  York  city,  and 
of  an  excursion  up  the  Hudson  river  to  Albany. 

Mr.  Roe  presented  a  collection  of  the  leading 
newspapers  from  nearly  every  state  and  territory  in 
the  union,  containing  notices  upon  the  death  of 
President  Garfield,  from  which  he  read  extracts 
interspersed  with  appropriate  and  interesting  re- 
marks. Manning  Leonard  Esq.,  of  Southbridge,  a 
life  member,  made  remarks  expressing  his  interest 
in  the  work  of  the  Society.  It  was  then  voted  to 
adjourn. 
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The  Annual  Meeting  was  held  on  the  evening  of 
Tuesday,  Dec.  6th.  The  following  members  were 
present:  Messrs.  Crane,  C.  Jillson,  Shumway,  Estey, 
Sprague,  Tucker,  Lovell,  Dodge,  Potter,  Tolman, 
Phelps,  Stone,  Dickinson,  i\  C.  Jillson,  Marshall, 
Gould,  C.  R.  Johnson,  Lawrence,  Cook,  J.  A.  Smith, 
W.  H.  Bartlett,  Paine,  Sumner,  O'Flynn,  F.  P.  Rice, 
H.  M.  Smith;  and  by  invitation  Mr.  Joseph  Lovell. 

Albert  Curtis  Esq.  waa  elected  an  honorary  mem- 
ber; Charles  H.  J.  Douglas  of  Providence,  R.  L,  a 
corresponding  member,  and  Sullivan  Forehand  an 
active  member. 

The  Treasurer  presented  his  annual  report  as 
follows : 

TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity^ 
Gentlemen: — Agreeable  to  the  requirements  of  the  by-laws  of 
this  Societj',  I  herewith  submit  this  my  sixth  Annual  Report, 
showing  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Society,  from  Dec. 
7th,  1880,  to  Jan.  3rd,  1882,  as  follows:— 


Cash  Rkceived. 

18S1.  *  Dr. 

Assessments,  .  .  .  $17G,00 
Admissions,      .     •     .       18,00 

Donation, 3,00 

Sale  of  Proceedings,  .  .  5,18 
Life  membership,  .  50,00 
Temp'y  loanofTreas.,  237,95 

$490,13 


Cash  Paid. 

I8S1.  Cr. 

Rent, $211,25 

Gas,        ......    7,45 

Stationery  &  Printing,  89,35 
Express  &  Postage,  .  23,32 
Cleaning  &  rep'g  rooms,  14,81 
Loan  of  Treas.,  1880,     143,95 

$490,13 


There  are  accounts  to  the  amount  of  $170  due  the  Treasurer 
at  this  date,  all  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  A.  SMITH,  Treasurer. 
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Mr.  Albert  A.  Lovell,  the  Librarian,  presented  his 
report  for  the  year  1881,  accompanied  by  an  inter- 
esting sketch  of  Ezra  Beanxan. 

LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Oj^cers  and  Members  of 

Tlie  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity. 

Your  Llbrsfrian  respectfully  presents  the  following  Report  for 
the  year  1881 : 

SINCE  the  last  report  the  Societ}'  has  issued  the  following 
publications:  No.  XI.  and  XII.,  Reconls  of  the  Proprietors 
of  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  Part-s  III.  and  IV.  No.  XIII, 
Proceedings  of  The  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquit}'  for  the  3*ear 
1880.  No.  XIV.  Worcester  Town  Records,  1753-1765.  The 
following  are  now  in  press  and  will  soon  be  issued  :  Nos.  XV. 
and  XVI.,  Worcester  Town  Records  comprising  the  Revolu- 
tionary period,  and  No.  XVII.,  Proceedings  of  The  Worcester 
Society  of  Antiquit}'  for  the  year  1881.  Two  sets  of  the  Col- 
lections of  the  Society  have  been  suitably  bound  for  the  library. 
In  binding  the  several  publications  the  first  thirteen  numbers 
form  three  volumes  of  Collections,  and  Nos.  XIV.,  XV.,  and 
XVI.,  are  designed  to  form  the  fourth  volume.  It  may  be  well 
to  suggest  to  members  and  others  who  have  not  had  their  publi- 
cations bound,  that  it  is  desirable  that  this  order  be  followed  so 
as  to  preserve  uniformity.  Within  the  past  3'ear  our  library 
accommodations  have  been  improved  by  an  additional  room  for 
our  increasing  collections.  The  Catalogue  of  the  library  begun 
some  time  ago  will  be  completed  before  the  next  monthly  meet- 
ing. There  have  been  received  during  the  year  as  contributions 
to  the  library  165  bound  volumes,  657  pamphlets,  26  miscella- 
neous articles. 

I  desire  to  call  attention  to  a  gift  from  individual  members  of 
the  Society,  of  a  framed  oil  portrait  of  Elihu  Burritt,  a  deceased 
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honorary  member ;  to  Mass.  Colon}'  Records,  from  Geo.  Sum- 
ner ;  to  the  Army  Chest  and  papers  of  Company  A,  25th  Regt. 
Mass.  vols,  from  8.  H.  Putnam  ;  to  a  set  of  the  American  Al- 
manac, bound,  from  Clarendon  Harris  Esq.,  and  also,  to  a  list 
of  donations  accompanying  this  report. 

The  interest  which  has  been  developed  in  this  Society  by  a 
recent  visit  to  Shrewsbury,  renders  whatever  pertains  to  that 
town,  so  rich  in  historic  material,  appropriate  in  this  report. 
Shrewsbur}',  staunch  and  true  to  every  cause  which  tends  to  the 
advancement  of  religion,  liberty  and  law,  is  and  always  has  been 
a  representative  New  England  community,  solid  and  substantial 
as  the  hills  on  which  she  rests.  While  she  holds  in  grateful 
remembrance  the  name  of  Ward,  the  first  commander  of  our 
infant  army  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  ;  of  Sumner,  the  beloved 
pastor  who  led  his  flock  bj'  the  still  waters  of  happiness  and 
peace  ;  of  Cushing,  the  militar}*  leader  in  the  struggle  for  free- 
dom ;  she  is  not  unmindful  of  the  services  of  Ezra  Beaman,  the 
patriot  and  the  man  of  enterprising  public  spirit,  ever  read}'  to 
defend  the  colonies  from  the  encroachments  of  arbitrar}'  power, 
and  to  do  whatever  tended  to  the  advancement  of  the  material 
prosperit}-  of  the  community  in  which  he  lived.  It  seems  proper 
that  the  history  of  this  man  should  be  presented  in  connection 
with  whatever  pertains  to  the  history  of  Shrewsbur}-,  for,  al- 
though his  abode  through  nearh'  his  whole  life  was  in  one  locali- 
t}',  he  lived  in  three  separate  townships,  the  division  and  re-divis- 
ion of  the  territory  which  originall}'  fell  to  the  lot  of  Shrewsbury 
rendering  such  the  case.  His  whole  life  except  the  first  ten 
3'ear8,  was  connected  with  this  town  or  territory  set  off  from  the 
original  grant.  I  have  deemed  it  best  at  this  time  to  present 
briefly  some  facts  concerning  Major  Beaman,  who  was  an  active 
and  leading  man  in  the  immediate  vicinit}'  where  he  resided,  and 
who  sustained  and  exercised  an  extensive  and  controlling  influ- 
ence in  the  community  at  large.  It  is  in  the  lives  of  the  leading 
spirits  of  these  early  days  that  we  must  look  to  find  the  spring 
that  watered  and  nourished  feeble  settlements  until  they  had 
struck  their  roots  into  deeper  and  stronger  soil,  and  had  attain- 
ed such  a  growth*  and  were  so  firmly  established  in  the  principles 
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of  self-government  that  the  summer  heat  of  political  agitation « 
and  the  winter  blast  of  infidelity,  communism  and  private  am- 
bition pass  harmlessly  by  and  leave  no  trace  behind. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  lay  before  you  a  full  and  complete 
survey  of  the  life  and  services  of  Ezra  Beaman,  but  to  pass 
them  in  hasty  review  and  make  this  report  in  some  degree  doc- 
umentary. 

'ZRA  BEAMAN  was  born  in  Bolton,  Mass., October  16,1736. 
He  was  the  son  of  Jabez  Beaman,  who  having  purchased 
a  large  tract  of  land  in  the  westerly  part  of  the  town  of 
Shrewsbury,  situated  on  both  sides  of  the  Nashua  River, 
including  some  of  the  most  fertile  in  that  region,  removed  thence 
with  his  family  in  1746.  Jabez  Beaman  dying  in  1757,  the 
homestead  came  under  the  proprietorship  of  Ezra  the  eldest  son 
where  he  resided  until  his  death.  In  1758  he  marned  Persis, 
daughter  of  Cyprian  Keyes,  with  whom  he  lived  thirtj-  years. 
She  died  November  7th,  1788,  at  the  age  of  50  years.  By  this 
marriage  he  had  six  children.  He  afterwards  married  Mar}-, 
daughter  of  Richard  Boj'lston  of  Charlestown,  who  survived  him. 
It  was  a  characteristic  of  Major  Beaman  that  he  was  constitu- 
ted with  an  active  and  vigorous  mind,  combined  with  wonderful 
energy,  decision,  firmness  and  perseverance.  Thus  constituted 
he  was  constantly  engaged  in  projects  both  of  a  public  and  pri- 
vate nature  which  accrued  to  his  own  emolument  and  to  great 
and  essential  advantage  to  the  whole  community.  His  judg- 
ment was  almost  unerring,  and  his  designs  generall}-  resulted  ia 
accordance  with  his  expectations  and  desires.  Such  was  the 
confidence  reposed  in  him,  and  in  such  high  estimation  was  he 
held  by  the  people  not  only  of  his  own  town  but  of  a  large  sur- 
rounding section,  that  whenever  any  project  of  a  public  nature 
bearing  upon  the  well  being  of  the  people  at  large  was  to  be 
considered,  he  was  at  once  consulted  and  generall}-  in  accord- 
ance with  his  expressed  opinion  either  for  or  against,  w^as  the 
scheme  adopted  or  rejected. 

In  1764  he  erected  a  dwelling  house  on  the  tract  purchased 
by  his  father  which  he  occupied  until  his  death,  and  which  his 
son  bearing  the  same  name  continued  to  occup}'  for  half  a  cen- 
tury later. 
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This  house  in  the  thoroughness  of  its  construction,  its  size 
and  its  architectural  proportions,  was  probably  unsurpassed  by 
an}' thing  of  its  kind  in  the  county.  This  was  known  as  the 
Beaman  Tavern,  and  for  a  century  was  a  typical  Way-side  Inn  ; 
and  from  it  went  out  an  influence  which  was  felt  not  only  in  its 
immediate  vicinity  but  throughout  a  large  extent  of  country. 

The  tavern  of  one  hundred  3'ears  ago,  and  even  up  to  the  time 
when  the  railroad  superceded  the  stage  and  the  team  as  a  means 
of  transportation  for  passengers  and  merchandise^  especially 
when  its  proprietor  was  a  person  of  prominence  and  force,  was 
a  power  in  the  community.  During  the  daj's  of  the  Revolution 
the  tavern  was  the  resort  of  tories  or  patriots  according  to  the 
political  proclivities  of  the  landlord,  and  here  were  schemes  de- 
vised, either  for  or  against  the  patriot  cause  according  to  the 
political  character  which  it  assumed.  It  was  at  the  tavern  where 
the  people  most  frequently  assembled  either  in  a  formal  or  in- 
formal manner  to  discuss,  debate,  devise  and  carry  forward  such 
plans  and  projects  as  from  time  to  time  occupied  the  attention 
of  the  people.  Its  good  cheer  no  doubt  lent  its  aid,  and  who 
can  tell  what  inspiration  it  imparted  ?  The  influence  of  the 
Beaman  Tavern  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  patriot  cause  and 
a  favorite  stopping  place  for  soldiers  on  their  way  to  and  from 
the  army,  there  to  impart  or  receive  the  latest  information  in 
regard  to  events  so  rapidly  transpiring. 

Major  Beaman  was  a  true  and  ardent  patriot.  When  the  first 
encroachments  of  arbitrary  power  were  beginning  to  be  felt  he 
was  convinced  that  nothing  short  of  forcible  resistance  would 
be  of  an}'  avail,  and  during  the  struggle  he  was  an  active  and 
unflinching  spirit  in  behalf  of  the  liberties  of  the  people.  He 
was  with  the  army  near  Boston  in  1775,  and  during  the  whole 
war  was  actively  engaged  in  whatever  tended  to  the  advance- 
ment of  the  cause.  His  time,  his  influence,  his  property,  were 
devote<l  to  the  cause  of  colonial  independence,  making  the  pledge 
his  own,  of  life,  property  and  sacred  honor. 

The  people  of  Shrewsbury  manifested  their  confidence  in  him 
by  repeatedly  electing  him  a  member  of  the  board  of  selectmen. 
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He  was  thus  chosen  in  1766-69.70.71-72-73-76-79.84-85.  We 
.of  this  day  can  hardly  realize  the  importance  of  the  office  of  se- 
lectman of  a  town  for  the  years  immediately  preceding  and 
daring  the  Revolution.  The  position  seems  to  have  implied  but 
little,  but  in  reality  it  implied  much.  In  towns  true  to  the 
patriot  cause  it  implied  a  lofty  patriotism  and  an  unyielding 
firmness,  and  was  an  office  of  the  utmost  importance  and  re- 
sponsibility. Not  only  were  the  selectmen  called  upon  to  take 
care  of  the  ordinary  interests  of  the  town,  but  much  additional 
labor  was  required.  The  procuring  of  soldiers  to  fill  requisitions 
for  men,  the  raising  of  money  and  supplies  of  provisions  and 
clothing  for  the  army,  the  care  of  the  families  of  soldiers  besides 
the  carrying  on  of  the  war  to  a  great  extent  on  the  part  of  the 
town.  As  was  often  the  case  the  Committees  of  Safety  and  Cor- 
respondence were  made  up  wholly  or  in  part  from  their  num- 
ber. In  accordance  with  recommendations  of  the  Provincial 
Congress,  the  town  exercised  largely  legislative,  executive  and 
judicial  functions ;  its  votes  were  laws,  its  judgment  as  to  vrheth- 
er  a  man  was  a  patriot  or  a  tory  was  final,  and  from  the  ver- 
dict of  hostility  there  was  no  appeal ;  and  the  selectmen  and 
committees  executed  their  decrees  with  spirit  and  firmness. 
By  direction  of  the  town  they  entered  tones'  houses,  disarmed 
them,  confined  them  to  limits  or  in  jail  as  the  case  might 
require.  Thus  the  office  was  no  sinecure,  but  on  the  contrary 
one  of  great  labor,  and  probably  at  no  time  in  the  history  of  the 
colonies  or  the  states,  has  such  care  been  exercised  in  the  choice 
of  town  officers  as  during  this  period  of  toil  and  strife.  It  is 
difficult  at  this  day  to  realize  the  amount  of  labor  and  responsi- 
bility which  devolved  upon  them. 

Major  Beaman,  aside  from  his  services  in  the  army,  acted  a 
prominent  part  in  the  revolutionar}'  proceedings  of  the  town. 
As  selectman,  member  of  the  committee  of  inspection,  commit- 
tee of  correspondence  and  safety,  as  a  prosecutor  of  persons 
inimically  disposed  towards  the  cause  of  the  colonies,  as  one 
chosen  to  procure  men  and  supplies  for  the  continental  army, 
he  was  zealous  and  indefatigable. 
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In  1781  the  people  of  the  North  Parish  desiring  to  obtain  an 
act  of  incorporation  as  a  town,  took  steps  in  that  direction. 
In  the  warrant  for  a  town  meeting  to  be  held  in  May  of  that 
year,  the  5th  article  was  as  follows :  ''To  hear  the  petition  of 
Ezra  Beaman  and  others  praying  to  be  set  off  a  separate  town." 
Some  opposition  manifesting  itself,  it  was  not  until  1786  that 
an  act  of  incorporation  was  obtained.  Of  the  new  town  which 
was  named  Boylston,  Ezra  Beaman  was  chosen  chairman  of  the 
board  of  selectmen,  which  office  he  held  during  the  years  1786- 
88-89-90-  91-92,  and  was  a  member  of  the  board  during  the 
years  1803-4-5.  He  was  also  representative  from  this  town  to 
the  Great  and  General  Court  in  1789-1791,  and  town  treasurer 
1791-92-93-94.  In  1794  a  controversy-  arose  in  relation  to  the 
location  of  a  new  meeting  house  about  to  be  erected.  Major 
Beaman  whose  residence  was  some  three  miles  west  iVom  Boyl- 
ston centre,  was  desirous  that  the  new  house  be  erected  half  a 
mile  northwest  of  the  old  one.  After  a  protracted  struggle  the 
majority  decided  to  build  upon  the  old  site.  Major  Beaman, 
with  others  seceded,  and  he  at  his  own  expense  built  a  meeting 
house  about  three  miles  to  the  westward,  and  this  difficulty  in 
relation  to  the  meeting  house  culminated  after  much  opposition 
in  the  incorporation  of  the  town  of  West  Boylston  in  1808. 
Of  the  new  town  he  was  chosen  chairman  of  the  board  of  select- 
men, town  treasurer  and  representative  to  the  General  Court 
each  year  until  his  death  in  1811.  Benjamin  F.  Keyes  in  a  very 
brief  history  of  West  Boj'lston  published  in  1858  says:  "Al- 
though it  may  in  truth  be  said  that  West  Boylston  eventually 
became  a  town  almost  wholly  in  consequence  of  his  great  exer- 
tions and  untiring  efforts,  aud  that  he  laid  the  foundation  for 
its  future  growth  and  prosperity,  and  although  he  did  more  to 
promote  the  general  interest  thereof  than  all  others  associated 
with  him,  yet  very  little  if  anything  of  adequate  importance  has 
been  done  (aside  from  a  common  tomb-stoDe  erected  at  his 
grave)  either  by  individual  citizens  or  the  town,  as  a  testimony 
of  his  extensive  influence,  usefulness  and  great  worth  as  a  citi- 
zen and  public  benefactor,  or  for  the  perpetuation  of  his  mem- 
ory as  one  of  the  most  distinguished  and  influential  of  the  town 
and  communit}*  in  which  he  resided. 
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A  few  years  ago  however  the  town  desiring  to  do  honor  to 
his  memory  as  its  principal  founder,  voted  by  a  large  majority 
to  petition  the  legislature  for  a  change  of  name  to  that  of  Bea- 
man.  Some  opposition  appearing,  and  the  then  representative 
of  the  family,  a  son  of  him  for  whom  it  was  to  be  named,  object- 
ing, the  petition  was  never  presented. 

Ezra  Beaman's  death  occurred  June  4,  1811,  and  his  remains 
were  buried  in  the  plot  of  ground  appropriated  by  his  father 
previous  to  his  death  as  a  family  burjing  ground,  and  in  which 
several  generations  of  the  family  now  lie.  This  ground  is  on  a 
ridge  of  land  half  a  mile  from  the  old  Beaman  Mansion,  near 
the  public  road  leading  to  Boylston.  It  overlooks  a  beautiful 
scenery  of  intervale  bordering  on  the  Nashua  river  and  is  en- 
closed by  a  remarkably  solid  and  substantial  stone  wall  with  an 
iron  gateway.  At  his  funeral  people  came  from  far  and  near  to 
pay  respect  to  his  memory.  A  lady  still  living  who  was  present 
on  that  occasion,  sevent}'  years  ago,  informed  me  that  although 
the  place  of  burial  was  half  a  mile  from  the  house,  the  head  of 
the  procession  had  arrived  back  to  its  starting  point  before  the 
rear  had  left  it. 

The  inscription  on  the  stone  which  marks  his  grave  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

ERECTED 

IN   MEMORY   OF 

EZRA  BEAMAN  Esq* 

WHO    DIED 

June  4  1811 

Aged  74  years  7  months 

19  days. 

Friends  &  Physicians  could  not  save 
My  mortal  body  from  the  grave 
Nor  can  the  grave  confine  me  here 
When  Christ  shall  call  me  to  appear. 

Major  Beaman  was  rather  short  in  stature,  quick  and  energetic 
in  motion.  He  took  much  pride  in  beautifjing  the  roadside  of 
the  town  by  planting  along  the  highway  adjoining  his  vast  es- 
tate, trees  of  various  kinds  with  a  view  to  beauty  and  shade. 
There  is  a  large  buttonwood  tree  standing  by  the  roadside  near 
the  old  location  of  the  ancient  Beaman  house  bearing  the  marks 
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of  age,  which  was  planted  by  him  in  1749,  he  being  then  thir- 
teen years  of  age.  His  life  wtis  devoted  to  whatever  tended  to 
the  advancement  of  the  interests  of  the  community,  and  his 
death  was  sincerely  mourned.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  and  was  a  liberal  contributor  to  the  cause 
of  religion. 

I  have  deemed  it  best  to  present  copies  of  a  few  records  and 
documents  pertaining  to  Ezra  Beaman  which  convey  informa- 
tion relative  to  public  matters.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that 
the  papers  that  belonged  to  him  and  which  undoubtedly  con- 
tained much  of  a  public  and  personal  nature  have  been  so  wide- 
ly scattered  or  destroyed.  Upon  his  death,  these  came  into  the 
custody  of  his  son  who  succeeded  him  in  the  possession  of  the 
homestead,  who  preserved  them  with  the  most  religious  care,  as 
he  ever  did  everything  that  pertained  to  his  father,  and  although 
he  lived  to  the  age  of  94  years  he  always  spoke  of  him  with  the 
most  tender  and  filial  respect.  At  his  death  in  1868,  he  never 
having  married,  the  personal  effects  were  scattered  far  and  wide, 
through  a  general  desire  to  obtain  some  memento  of  the  distin- 
guished person  to  whom  they  once  belonged.  Thus  they  have 
been  destroyed  or  rendered  inaccessible.  But  these  which  fol- 
low I  have  brought  together, 

"Ere  yet  Decay's  destroymg  fingers 
Have  swept  the  lines  where  merit  lingers." 

In  September,  1 774  the  town  of  Shrewsbury  voted  to  have  two 
companies  of  militia  or  training  soldiers  in  the  South  Parish ; 
the  second  or  North  Parish  had  already  taken  action  in  this 
direction  and  chosen  Ezra  Beaman  captain. 

December  27th,  1774,  the  town  of  Shrewsbury  voted  unani- 
mously to  adopt  the  Association  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
and  in  addition  thereto,  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  5th  of 
December,  relative  to  the  non-importation  and  non-consumption 
of  British  goods ;  and  in  order  to  see  the  same  carried  into  vig- 
orous execution,  chose  a  Committee  of  Inspection.  This  com- 
mittee consisted  of  fifteen  members  of  which  Ezra  Beaman  was 
one. 
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On  the  arrival  of  the  news  of  the  Battle  of  Lexington  a  com* 
pany  of  men  marched  from  this  town  with  Job  Gushing  as  Cap- 
tain, Ezra  Beaman  1st  Lieut,  and  Asa  Rice  2d  Lieut.  Upon 
the  organization  of  the  army  a  majority  remained.  This  com- 
pany was  assigned  to  the  regiment  of  Col.  Ward  and  took  an 
active  part  in  the  seige  of  Boston. 

Herewith  is  a  copy  of  the  Commission  of  Lieutenant  Beaman. 

The  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
To  Ezra  Beaman^  Gentleman^ 

Greeting: — ^We,  reposing  especial  Trust  and  Confidence  in 
your  Courage  and  good  Conduct,  Do,  by  the  Presents,  Constitute 
and  appoint  you  the  said  Ezra  Beaman  to  be  a  Lieutenant  in  the 
Company  Commanded  by  Cap'  Job  Cushing  in  the  Regiment  of 
Foot  whereof  y*  hon**^*  Artemas  Ward  Esq.  is  Colonel  raised  by 
the  Congress  aforesaid  for  the  Defence  of  said  Colony. 

You  are  therefore,  carefully  and  diligentl}*  to  discharge  the 
Duty  of  a  Lieutenant  in  leading,  ordering,  and  exercising  the 
said  Company  in  Arms  both  inferior  Officers  and  Soldiers,  and 
to  keep  them  in  good  Order  and  Dicipline  ;  and  they  are  hereby 
commanded  to  obey  you  as  their  Lieutenant,  and  you  are  your- 
self to  observe  and  follow  such  orders  and  Instructions  as  3'ou 
shall  from  Time  to  Time  receive  from  the  General  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  Forces  raised  in  the  Colony  aforesaid, 
for  the  Defence  of  the  same,  or  an}'  other  j'our  superior  officers, 
according  to  militar}-  Rules  and  Disipline  in  War  in  Pursuance 
of  the  Trust  reposed  in  you. 

Dated  the  29th  of  May  B3'  order  of  the  Congress 

A.  D.  1775  '   JOS.  WARREN 

SAM'L  FREEMAN  Secretary  P.  T.  President  P.  T, 

Lieutenant  Beaman  was  present  and  took  part  in  the  action 
on  Bunker  hill,  and  the  part  performed  by  the  regiment  of  Col. 
Ward  on  that  daj-  is  worthy  of  mention.  When  General  Ward 
had  learned  that  a  reinforcement  of  British  troops  had  been  sent 
over  to  Charlestown,  tbereb}-  reducing  the  disposable  force  of 
the  enemy  so  that  an  attack  upon  headquarters  at  Cambridge 
was  improbable,  he  ordered  the  regiment  of  Col.  Jonathan  Ward 
to  march  immediately  to  Charlestown.  They  had  proceeded  to 
within  a  little  over  a  mile  of  the  scene  of  action,  when  they 
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were  met  by  a  horseman,  said  to  have  been  Dr.  Benjamin 
Charch,  one  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  who  afterwards  proved 
a  traitor,  coming  from  Charlestown,  who  asked  Ward  if  he  had 
not  received  counter  orders  ?  '*No,"  was  the  answer.  "You 
soon  will,"  said  Church,  "Halt  here."  Part  of  the  regiment 
remained  here,  tlie  other  part  found  means  to  advance,  and  took 
part  in  the  engagement.  That  part  of  the  regiment  which  had 
halted,  aA;er  remaining  on  the  ground  an  hour  or  more  advanced, 
but  soon  met  the  other  part  of  the  regiment  returning  under  a 
cannonade  from  the  British.  The  regiment  returned  to  Cam- 
bridge the  next  morning.  Lieut.  Beaman  was  among  those  who 
advanced  and  took  part  in  the  engagement. 

The  whereabouts  of  Lieut.  Beaman  during  the  summer  and 
fall  can  be  gathered  from  the  following  orders  and  passes : 

Head  Quarters  Cambridge  June  3  1775 
Oen,  Orders 

That  Lient.  Beaman  proceed  immediately  to  Shrewsbury  & 
apprehend  &  bring  back  Daniel  Holden,  Asa  Smith  &  William 
Rusforth  who  have  deserted  &  bring  them  back  to  Camp,  who 
are  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  Nature  of  their  Crime,  & 
the  Horse  that  was  taken  from  one  of  the  Islands  (if  either  of 
the  above  Persons  carried  away  any  such  Horse)  is  to  be  brot 
back.  The  Selectmen  are  desired  to  afford  all  the  assistance 
Lient.  Beaman  ma}'  stand  in  need  of. 

S.  OSGOOD  Maj'  of  Brigade 

Permit  Lieut  Beaman  to  pass  the  Guards  from  Headquarters 
Camp  at  Cambridge  June  9*^  J.  WARD  Secretary 

Lieut.  Ezra  Beaman  has  leave  to  pass  the  Guard  to  and  fVom 
the  Camp  in  Dorchester 

July  2&^  1775  J.  WARD  Colonel 

Camp  at  Roxbury  8th  Sept.  1775 

Lieut.  Beaman  in  Gen.  Ward'  Reg*  has  a  Furlough  for  six  days. 

Bv  order  of  Gen^  Ward 

J.  WARD  A.  d.  C. 

The  Powder  Horn  of  Lieut  Beaman  now  in  possession  of  The 
Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity  is  a  beautiful  and  interesting 
relic.  The  inscription  upon  it  is  as  follows :  Lieut.  Ezra  Bea- 
man, his  horn,  made  at  Fox  Poynt  so  called,  in  Dorchester 
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September  the  30  y*  1775,  in  Thomas  Gage's  war  who  came  to 
Boston  J*  Americans  for  to  enslave  and  take  their  rights  away. 
Made  bj'  Micah  Briard.  The  engraving  on  this  horn  is  most 
beautiftilly  done,  and  was  the  work  of  Micah  Briard,  a  Serjeant 
in  Beaman*s  compan}". 

In  October  Beaman  sent  the  following  letter  to  ColoDel  Ward  : 

DOBCHESTEB,  OCTOBEB  27th,  1775. 

To  Jonathan  Ward  Esq,  Commander  of  a  Regiment  of  Foot  in 
the  Continental  Army  at  Dorchester. 

S'.  Being  required  by  GenH  Orders  to  make  return  in  this  way 
of  my  Design  whether  to  Continue  in  said  Continental  Army  or 
not,  and  being  first  Lieutenant  of  a  Company  whereof  Mf.  Job 
Cushing  is  Cap!  in  your  Honors  Regiment  <&  therefore  of  little 
Importance  which  is  a  Strong  argument  for  my  being  excused, 
notwithstanding  am  willing  but  Desirous  to  use  aud  exercise  the 
utmost  of  ludeavor  to  preserve  &  Defend  the  Rights  &  Libert3''8 
of  my  Country  both  Civil  &  Sacred,  yet  the  many  Inconvenien- 
cies  &  almost  Impossibilities  that  attend  my  Continuance  in  S** 
Army  urges  in  favor  of  my  Dismission  at  the  last  of  Decern' 
next.  Being  assured  that  I  can  be  ten  fold  more  Servisable  to 
the  Army  being  in  my  usual  Business  than  prepent  with  it. 

Am  S'  Your  Hon"  most  Obd*  &  Hum*  Serv'. 

EZRA  BEAMAN. 

His  request  for  dismission-  was  granted  as  the  roll  of  the  com- 
pany reports  him  in  the  service  eight  months  from  April  19th, 
1775.  At  the  annual  town  meeting  in  Shrewsbury,  in  1776, 
soon  after  his  return,  he  was  chosen  one  of  its  Committee  of 
Correspondence,  Safety  and  Inspection. 

That  he  was  actively  engaged  in  preparing  and  forwarding 
men  to  the  Continental  Army  is  shown  by  the  following  orders. 

To  Samuel  Andrews,  Corporal 

Pls^  You  are  Required  forthwith  According  to  the  Trust  Re- 
g  '  jB  posed  in  me  b}'  Direction  of  the  Commander  of  theCol- 
ony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  to  Notifie  &  warn  all  the  Soldiers 
under  my  Command  Living  upon  the  southward  side  of  the  Riv- 
er above  the  Scar  Bridge  So  called  and  thence  to  the  meeting 
house  all  to  the  Road  leading  to  Worcester,  But  Not  on  S^  Road, 
to  Appear  at  the  Meeting  house  in  the  Second  Parish  in  Shrews- 
bury on  Wednesday  the  5th  Day  of  June  1776   at  two  of  the 
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Clock  in  the  After  Noon  with  their  Arms  Compleat  for  exercise, 
their  to  Attend  further  orders  from  mj'seif  or  some  one  of  their 
officers ;  hearof  fail  not  &  make  Return  of  this  warrant  with 
your  Doings  thereon  to  m3'self  or  in  my  Absence  to  Lieut.  Faw- 
cett  at  or  Before  the  Hour  mentioned. 

given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  this  28  Da}-  of  May. 
Anno.  do.  177G 

EZRA  BEAMAN  Capt. 

To  Capt^  Ezra  Beaman  or  the  Chief  officer  Present  of  said 
Company^  Shrewsbury. 

You  are  Required  forthwith  to  Inlist  into  the  Colony  Service 
or  Draft  every  25***  man  in  the  Company  under  your  Command 
Both  of  the  trainining  Band  and  of  the  Alarm  List  and  see  that 
they  Are  aquipt  With  Arms  and  ammunition  according  to  Law 
and  Readj'  to  march  at  the  Shortest  Notice  to  Dorchester 
Heights,  according  to  Resolve  of  Council  of  the  Colony  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  at  Watertown  July  18***  and  order  also  of 
Brigadier  Warner  to  me  Directed  July  22  and  make  a  Return  of 
their  Names  so  Inlisted  or  Drafted  to  me  July  27  or  on  Mon- 
day morning  July  21)"*. 

Given  undefmy  hand  at  Grafton  this  24*  Day  of  July  1776. 

,     JOHN  GOULDING  Col. 

To  Capt.  Ezra  Beaman  ^Shrewsbury ^  the  Chief  officer  of  said 

Company^  these  presents  (are)  according  (to)  orders  from  Brig- 
adier {Gen  W)  amer  to  me  directed. 

You  are  hereb}'  required  forthwith  to  Cause  to  be  mastered 
the  Company  under  your  Command  and  Draft  ever}-  fifth  man 
according  to  a  resolve  of  the  Grait  &  General  Court  of  the  Col- 
ony of  the  Massachusetts  Ba}*  which  I  send  here  enclosed  and 
make  a  return  to  me  by  Tuesday  night  or  Wednesday  morning 
Next. 

Grafton  September  y^  15  1776. 

JOHN  GOULDING  Col. 

To  Samuel  Andrews,  Corporal 

«i[7~a  Greeting — You  are  Required  forthwith  According  to  the 

tt il  Trust  Reposed  In  me  By  Direction  of  the  Council  of  the 

Colon}'  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  to  Notifie  &  warn  all  the  Sol- 
diers under  my  command  Belonging  to  the  training  Band  &  also 
the  Alarm  List  to  meet  at  the  meeting  house  In  the  Second  Par- 
rish  in  Shrewsbury  on  Tuesday  the  17  Day  Sep*  1776  at  Eight 
of  the  Clock  in  the  morning  with  their  Anns  Compleat  on  Pen- 
alty of  Paying  a  fine  of  ten  Pounds  for  Non-appearance. 
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hereof  fail  Not  &  make  Return  of  this  warrant  with  yoar  Do- 
ings hearon  to  myself  or  in  my  Absence  to  the  Next  officir  in 
Rank  at  or  Before  the  Hour  above  mentioned. 

given  under  my  hand  <&  Seal  this  fifteenth  Day  Sep*  1776. 

EZRA  BEAMAN  Capt. 

N.  B.  the  Division  for  you  &  David  Andrews  to  Be  the 
westerly  Parts  of  the  Parrish  from  the  first  Parrish  to  the  Sec- 
ond Parrish  By  the  Road  that  Leads  to  Sawyer's  Mills. 

Corporal  Caleb  Kendall 

Greeting — ^You  are  Required  forthwith  to  Notify  & 
_  warn  Both  Training  Baud  &  the  alarm  men  Belonging  to 
my  Company  on  the  East  side  of  the  Road  that  Leads  from  the 
first  Parrish  in  Shrewsbury  to  the  Second,  so  Leading  to  Saw- 
yers Mills,  to  meet  at  the  meeting  house  in  S*  Parrish  on  Wed- 
nesday the  twelfth  Day  of  this  Instant  February  at  one  of  the 
clock  In  the  afternoon  with  their  Arms  Compleat,  their  to  At- 
tend flirther  orders. 

Hearof  Fail  not  &  make  Return  of  this  warrant  with  your 
Doings  thereon  at  or  Before  the  hour  above  mentioned. 

given  under  my  hand  &  Seal  the  fifth  Daj-  of  February  A.  D. 

1777 

EZRA  BEAMAN  Capt. 

On  the  16th  day  of  June,  1777,  Ezra  Beaman  was  commis- 
sioned Major  in  the  Sixth  Worcester  regiment,  commanded 
by  Col.  Job  Gushing  of  Shrewsburj'.  This  regiment  was  engag- 
ed in  the  movements  of  the  northern  army  which  culminated 
in  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Burgovne. 

Previous  to  the  battle  of  Bennington  this  regiment  had  passed 
through  that  place  and  pushed  on  towards  Ticonderoga.  Re- 
ceiving orders  to  return  and  reinforce  General  Stark  without 
delaj',  it  arrived  at  Bennington  on  Sunday,  the  daj'  after  the 
battle,  and  performed  guard  duty  over  the  British  prisoners. 

The  following  are  from  Shrewsbury  Town  Records : 

"D'  Edward  Flint  &  Cap*  Ezra  Beaman  were  chosen  on  the 
17  da}-  of  February  1777,  delegates  to  a  convention  proposed  to 
be  held  at  the  request  of  the  town  of  Sutton  at  the  house  of  Wid- 
ow Stearns  in  Worcester  on  the  26  of  Feb'y,  to  come  into  some 
measures  for  the  repeal  of  an  act  passed  in  the  Great  &  General 
Court  last  spring  called  an  act  for  the  more  equal  Representation 
of  the  several  towns  in  this  state." 
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"Maj.  Ezra  Beaman  was  chosen  uDanimoush'  to  procure  & 
la}'  before  the  court  at  a  special  session  of  the  Peace,  the  evidence 
that  may  be  had  of  the  Inimical  disposition  Towards  any  of  the 
united  States,  of  any  Inhabitant  of  said  town  who  shall  be  charg- 
ed by  the  freeholders  &  other  Inhabitants  thereof  of  being  a  per- 
son whose  residence  in  this  State  is  dangerous  to  the  Public 
Peace  or  Safety." 

October  20  1777  "chosen  a  member  of  a  committee  to  adjust 
the  duty  done  by  each  individual  in  said  Town  in  the  war  since 
the  19th  day  of  April  1775." 

November  16  1778  "Granted  to  Major  Beaman  for  the  ex- 
pense of  1 7  days  in  attending  special  court  &  collecting  evi- 
dence in  the  prosecution  of  inimical  persons  in  the  year  1777 — 
£ll-10.9-0d  and  for  cash  paid  M'  Lincoln  for  assisting  in  the 
prosecution  of  these  inimical  persons." 

August  9th  1779  chosen  a  member  of  a  "committee,  the  town 
having  voted  to  adopt  the  measures  proposed  by  the  convention 
at  Concord  14th  Julj'  1779  &  to  regulate  prices,  and  to  see  the 
resolves  referred  to  are  strictly  and  duly  executed." 

25th  Ma3'  1780  chosen  member  of  a  '^committee  to  frame 
amendments  to  the  Bill  of  Rights." 

Januar}-  1  1781  "chosen  to  procure  men  for  the  Continental 
Army." 

February  8th  1781  "chosen  one  of  a  committee  for  hiring  mon- 
ey for  the  payment  of  men  for  the  Continental  Army." 

March  20  1 782  In  a  Tax  of  £65  for  a  Continental  Man  for 
the  arm}'  for  three  years,  in  a  class  of  forty  eight  names  Ezra 
Beamau's  proportion  was  £15-8,'?-5c^-2g  nearly  one  third  of  the 
whole  tax.  In  another  Tax  of  £72  his  proportion  was  £17-2s 
Sd-lq. 

The  following  petition  to  the  Great  and  General  Court  is 
without  date. 

Commonweallh  of  Massachusetts. 

To  the  Hon.  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Oeneral 
Court  assembled : 

HUMBLY  Shews  Ezra  Beaman  of  Shrewsbur}'  in  the  County 
of  Worcester  and  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  aforesaid 
Esquire,  That  he  was  at  great  expense  during  the  late  war  in 
detecting  and  prosecuting  persons  inimically  disposed  to  the 
general  interests  of  the  country  ;  That  he  was  at  great  expense 
&  trouble  in  detecting  Jotham  Bush  of  Shrewsbury  guilty  of 
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uttering  large  sums  of  counterfeit  money  ;  procuring  witnesses 
for  attending  on  the  Courts  from  time  to  time  when  the  said 
Bush  was  recognized  for  the  crime  of  uttering  &  passing  coun- 
terfeit money  in  the  Counties  of  Middlesex  and  Worcester ;  That 
your  Petitioner  spent  considerable  sums  of  Money  and  much 
Time  in  detecting  Solomon  Houghton  of  Lancaster,  suspected 
and  charged  with  uttering  and  passing  large  sums  of  counterfeit 
money,  and  that  he  was  recognized  as  an  evidence  against  said 
Houghton  on  eleven  different  indictments  from  Term  to  Term, 
for  fnore  than  three  years  and  expended  a  large  sum  of  monej* 
in  sending  into  the  Eastern  Country  after  the  said  Houghton  at 
the  express  request  of  the  Attorney  General  and  was  obliged  to 
advance  considerable  sums  of  money  to  support  evidence  at  Court 
from  time  to  time  on  the  different  Indictments  against  the  said 
Houghton ;  and  that  he  was  at  great  expense  in  sending  to  Bos- 
ton to  apprehend  one  David  Bush  who  was  suspected  of  having 
a  large  sum  of  Counterfeit  Money  with  him,  the  attendance  as  a 
prosecutor  of  the  said  Bush  a  number  of  Courts,  paying  and  sup- 
porting at  his  own  expense  divers  witnesses  against  said  Bush  ; 
That  he  attended  a  number  of  Terms  as  a  witness  against  one 
John  Williams  charged  with  high  Crimes  and  ilisdemeanors 
against  the  Government,  and  that  for  more  than  seven  years 
^•our  Petitioner  was  constantly  i*ecognized  as  a  witness  in  the 
Countv'  of  Worcester  against  persons  dangorousl}'  inimical  to 
the  Community  and  charged  with  counterfeiting  the  common 
currency'  of  the  Country' ;  That  he  was  instrumental  in  detect- 
ing divers  persons  suspected  of  the  Crimes  aforesaid,  For  which 
service  he  has  never  received  any  recompense,  neither  hath  he 
ever  been  refunded  the  money  expended  by  him  in  the  business 
aforesaid  ;  That  he  has  regularly  with  others  made  certilicate 
of  his  travel  and  attendance  in  the  cases  of  the  Commonwealth 
against  Houghton  and  John  Bush  and  delivered  the  same  to  the 
Attorney  General  but  without  any  kind  of  effect.  Wherefore 
your  petitioner  humbly  prays  the  Hon**'*  Court  that  they  would 
take  such  measures  as  they  in  their  wisdom  should  judge  proper 
in  order  that  vour  Petitioner  mav  have  some  reasonable  Com- 
pensation  for  hts  great  trouble,  Time,  expenses  &  disbursements 
and  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray. 

The  following  has  an  interest  as  connected  with  the  incorpo- 
ration of  the  town  of  Boylston  : 

At  a  legal  meeting  holden  at  the  Second  Precinct  in  Shrews- 
bury on  Mimday  the  Ninth  day  of  May 'A.  D.  1785,  the  warrant 
for  said  meeting  contained  the  following  article  viz  :  **2'"*^  To 
hear  the  Petition  of  the  Committee  of  the  Second  Precinct  in  S** 
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Shrewsbury  requesting  the  Town  would  choose  a  Joynt  Com- 
mittee from  each  Precinct  to  perambulate  the  line  and  renew 
the  Bounds  between  the  Precincts,  as  also  to  settle  all  other 
matters  relating  to  a  Seperation  of  Parishes  &  to  act  anything 
relative  thereto  the  the  toun  may  think  proper."  The  town  vot- 
ed a  committe  consisting  of  six,  three  m  each  precinct,  viz  ; 
Col®  Job  Cushing,  L'  Jonas  Temple,  Capt.  Jonah  Howe,  Capt" 
Joseph  Bigelow,  Maj^  Ezrah  Bcaman  and  Maj'  Asa  Rice  who 
reported  at  a  subsequent  meeting  that  they  had  ^^run  the  bounds 
&c. ;  that  the  one  half  of  the  town  securities,  Town  Stock  of 
Ammunition  &  Intrenching  tools  which  are  the  Property  of  said 
Town  shall  belong  to  the  first  precinct,  and  the  other  half  shall 
be  the  propertj*  of  the  second  Precinct,  being  equall}'  divided. 
The  Weights  &  Measures  to  be  the  property  of  the  first  pre- 
cinct."    The  poor  are  severally  assigned.     Voted  to  sett  off. 

The  following  receipts  are  interesting  as  showing  the  position 

of  the  town  of  Boylston  in  Shays*  Rebellion,  and  as  giving  the 

names  of  persons  who  served  in  suppressing  that  insurrection. 

Boylston  May  the  4  A  D.  1787 

Then  Received  of  Ezra  Bearaan  the  wages  that  is  due  to  us 
the  Subscribers  as  they  are  made  up  in  Capt.  Robert  Andrews' 
Muster  Roll,  for  servisses  Dun  in  surpressing  the  Late  Rebellion 

JOSEPH  HERENY 
EHIJAH  PIKE 
SILVANTJS  DINSMOOR. 

Boylston  May  10  A,  2>.  1787 

Then  Receivd  of  Ezra  Beaman  all  the  wages  that  is  Due  to 
us  the  Subscribers  for  Serveises  while  we  ware  in  Capt.  Jonah 
How's  Company  in  Sirpressing  the  Late  Rebellion  in  the  west- 
ward Countyis 

JAMES  LONGLEY  SAMUEL  WHITCOMB  ALMER  GOODNUF 

JOHN  ANDERSON  STEPHEN  BIGLO  DAVID  RICE 

JONAS  GOODNUF  JASON  GLAZIER  KING  HOW 

JOTHAM  GOODNUF  ROBERT  HUDSON  JOSHUA  STILES 

LEVI  MOORE  AMARIAH  SAWYER  JOHN  WHEELER 

JOHN  HASTINGS  Je  'WILLIAM  SAWYER  LEVI  BIGLOW 

SAMUEL  HARTHAN  JOSEPH  BIGELOW  Jb  JONATHAN  BOND 

Boylston  May  the  4th  1787 

Then  Received  of  Ezra  Beaman  the  wages  that  is  due  to  us  the 

Subscribers  as  they  are  made   up   on   Cap'  Hollowell  Taylers 

Muster  Roll  for  Servisses  Dun  in  Surpressing  the  Late  Rebellion 

in  the  westward  Counties. 

AMHERST  MORSE 

JONATHAN  BOND  Jb 

JOHN  ANDREWS. 
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I  find  a  quaint  order  to  Ezra  Beaman  as  Precinct  Treasurer. 

Shrewsbury  Second  Precinct  January  3  1184 
To  Major  Ezra  Beaman  Precinct  Treasurer 

You  are  directed  topay  yourself  Sixteen  Pounds  Six  Shillings 
and  a  penny  two  farthings  for  Money  spent  in  defending  the 
Action  brought  by  Jotham  Bush  against  the  collectors  &  As- 
sessors of  said  precinct  and  Eleven  Pounds  fifteen  shillings  &  two 
pence  being  money  laid  out  in  Repairing  the  Meeting  House 
and  this  order  shall  discharge  you  so  much 

LEVI  MOOR  \  Committee  for 

JONATHAN  BOND  /  said  Precinct. 

The  documents  which  follow  have  an  interest  as  presenting  a 
portion  of  the  history  of  the  incorporation  (*f  the  town  of  West 
Boylston.  In  1794  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  town  of 
Boylston  as  follows : 

To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Boylston^  Gentlemen — 
The  petition  of  the  Subscribers  Humbly  Sheweth 

That  your  Petitioners  view  the  time  as  being  near  at  hand 
when  circumstances  will  admit  of  their  enjoying  Ecclesiastical 
privileges  in  a  more  conscientious,  agreeable  &  in  a  Much  more 
convenient  &  enlarged  manner  than  the\'  have  hitherto  done,  & 
being  sensible  that  Religion  the  basis  of  human  happiness  is  a 
natural  concomitant  of  these  privileges,  we  think  it  our  dut^'  to 
request  that  you  would  fully  consent  to  our  being  incorporated 
into  a  separate  Town,  District  or  Society,  as  you  think  most 
proper.  We  do  not  solicit  this  fnvor  wholly  with  a  view  to  pro- 
mote our  Interests,  Emolument  or  convenience,  but  for  the  good 
of  a  respectable  number  of  our  Neighbors,  the  welfare  of  our 
own  &  their  Children  &  succeeding  generations.  Your  compli- 
ance or  non  compliance  with  our  request  we  do  not  consider  as 
desisive  of  the  cause  we  have  undertaken  ;  but  we  view  it  in 
your  present  power  either  to  aid  or  oppose  our  pursuit  of  the 
object  we  aim  at. 

We  now  declare  unto  you  Gentlemen,  that  we  do  not  wish  to 
obtain  the  Pra^'er  of  our  Petition  to  3'ou,  or  of  a  similar  one  to 
higher  power,  by  any  unlawful  or  unfair  means ;  but  by  con- 
trarv  means.  We  are  inflexiblv  determined  to  use  our  utmost 
efforts,  Because  we  are  persuaded  that  our  request  is  not  only 
reasonable  but  that  there  is  a  fair  prospect  of  our  being  separat- 
ed from  vou.  That  this  is  the  case  we  think  vou  will  not  denv. 
If  so,  will  it  not  be  consistent  with  your  own  &  our  Interest  to 
grant  us  our  request.     We  think  it  will. 
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Consider  j'our  Petitioners  as  separate  from  you,  and  you  will 

still  be  a  respectable  society,  more  numerous,  of  greater  ability 

than  man3'  other  Towns  in  this  State.     Is  a  forced  connection 

with  us  worth  contending  for.     Again,  we  ask  what  injury  can 

you  sustain  b^'  parting  with  us.     To  this  j'ou  may  reply  that 

3'our  Ministers  tax  will  be  a  little  augmented.     This  will  not  we 

think  afford  you  a  sufficient  plea  to  withstand  or  even  induce 

3'ou  to  engage  in  an  uncertain  contest.     These  things  Gentlemen 

we  request  you  would  wisely  consider  &  your  Petitioners  as  in 

(lutv  bound  shall  ever  pray. 

EZRA  BEAMAN 
&  27  others. 

This  petition  the  town  refused  to  grant  and  the  following  was 
sent  to  the  Great  and  General  Court : 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  Assembled. 

HUMBLY  shew  the  Subscribers  your  petitioners,  agents  for 
the  second  parish  in  Boylston  Holden  and  Sterling  in  the 
County  of  Worcester  that  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Parish  are 
desirous  that  the  Territory  belonging  to  said  Parish  may  be 
constituted  and  incorporated  into  a  District  by  some  proper 
Name  and  vested  with  all  the  Powers  and  Privileges  which  by 
law  appertain  and  belong  to  Districts. 

Your  petitioners  believe  that  the  Happiness  and  Comfort  of 
the  second  Parish  aforesaid  will  be  promoted  b}'  an  incorpora- 
tion into  a  District,  that  their  concerns  will  be  managed  with 
more  facility,  convenience  &  with  less  Difficulty  than  in  their 
present  situation,  that  no  possible  injurj'  can  accrue  to  the  towns 
of  Boylston,  Holden  &  Sterling  or  any  other  place,  by  your 
granting  their  request.  Confidenth'  relying  on  the  Justice  & 
Wisdom  of  the  Legislature  they  humbly  hope  that  tlieir  petition 
will  be  granted  and  as  in  Duty  bound  will  ever  pray 

Jan'v  1807  EZRA  BEAMAN 

JONATHAN  PLYMPTON 
PAUL  GOODALE 
WILLIAM  FAIRBANK 


Agents  for  and 
-  in  behalf  of  the 
Parish  in  Boylston 
Holden  &  Sterling. 


In  House  of  Representatives 
July  23,  1807  Received  &  Committed  to  Committe  on  Towns. 
Sent  up  for  Concurrence  PEREZ  MORTON  Speaker. 

In  Senate  Jan'y  23  1807,  Read  &  Concurred 

J.  BACON  President. 
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The  Committee  of  both  Houses  'appointed  to  consider  the 
Applications  for  the  Incorporation  of  Towns  &c.  on  the  Petition 
of  Ezra  Beaman  and  others  report  the  following  order  which  is 
submitted. 

SALEM  TOWNE  Per  order. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Ordered :  That  the  Petitioners  cause  an  attested  Copy  of  their 
Petition  with  this  order  thereon,  to  be  served  on  the  respective 
Town  Clerks  of  the  Towns  of  Boylston,  Holden  &  Sterling, 
Forty  days  at  least  before  the  first  Tuesday  of  the  first  session 
of  the  next  General  Court,  that  all  persons  may  then  appear, 
and  show  cause  (if  any  they  have)  why  the  prayer  of  said  Peti- 
tion should  not  be  granted. 

In  Senate  Jan'y  24th  1807 

Read  and  passed.     Sent  down  for  Concurrence. 

J.  BACON  President. 

In  House  of  Representatives  Jan'y  26th  1807 

Read  &  Concurred 

PEREZ  MORTON  Speaker. 

A  copy  of  this  petition  was  served  upon  the  town  clerk  of 
Boylston  by  Silas  Beaman.  A  copy  was  served  upon  the  town 
clerks  of  Holden  and  Sterling  by  Robert  B.  Thomas. 

This  petition  brought  out  the  following  remonstrance : 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  &  House  of  Bepresejitatives  in  OeneraJ, 
Court  Assembled. 

The  Inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boylston  in  the  County  of 
Worcester  being  cited  on  the  Petition  of  Ezra  Beaman  &  others 
to  sliew  cause  why  the  second  Precinct  in  the  Town  of  Boj'lston, 
Sterling  &  Holden  should  not  be  Incorporated  into  a  District : 
The  Subscribers,  agents  for  said  Town  duly  authorized  &  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose  Respect  full}'  submit  to  your  considera- 
tion their  answer  to  the  prayer  of  said  petition. 

An  unfortunate  division  having  arisen  in  said  Town  in  the 
year  1794  relative  to  the  location  of  a  Meeting  house,  then  about 
to  be  erected,  a  few  disaffected  individuals  have  from  that  pe- 
riod been  indefatigable  in  their  exertions  to  produce  the  dis- 
memberment &  eventually  the  total  ruin  of  the  Corporation. 
In  pursuance  of  this  object  the  leading  Petitioner  availing  him- 
self of  the  Power  and  Infiuence  derived  from  an  ample  fortune, 
erected  a  Meeting  house  at  his  own  Individual  expense  within 
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the  limits  of  the  present  precinct,  publicly  proclaiming  bis  inten- 
tion to  bring  a  separation  as  the  most  direct  and  certain  means  of 
destroying  the  Town.  A  petition  was  accordingly  presented  to 
the  Legislature  for  the  Incorporation  of  a  new  Town  to  be  com- 
posed of  certain  sections  of  the  towns  of  Boylston,  Sterling  & 
Holden  ;  on  this  Tetition  the  said  towns  were  cited  and  their 
opposition  having  proved  successful,  the  next  efi'ort  was  to  ob- 
tain an  Incorporation  of  the  present  Trecinct.  Kot  satisfied 
with  the  accomplishment  of  this  purpose,  a  petition  was  soon 
after  preferred  for  an  enlargement  of  ll;e  precinct  by  lopping 
off  another  section  of  the  said  Town  of  Boylston.  The  Inhabi- 
tants were  again  cited  and  notwithstanding  their  strenuous  op- 
position the  object  was  ettected. 

Having  thus  gradually  severed  from  the  original  Corporation 
b)'  far  the  most  valuable  and  fertile  portion  of  the  Territory  & 
more  than  one  quarter  of  the  whole  number  of  ratable  polls,  the 
remaining  Inhabitants  had  flattered  themselves  that  the  enemy 
would  *' Cease  from  troubling"  and  that  they  should  be  peimitted 
to  enjoy  in  tranquility  the  privileges  which  had  been  left  to  them 
afl-er  this  injurious  encroachment. 

It  being  discovered  however  that  the  Town  would  survive  the 
shuck  and  that  something  more  remained  to  be  done  before  the 
Antient  Corporation  would  be  completely  subverted,  a  new  Pro- 
ject is  devised  &  an  attempt  is  now  made,  (with  a  spirit  of  ob- 
stinate perseverance  for  which  our  leading  opponent  is  particu- 
larly distinguished)  to  convert  the  Precinct  into  a  district  more 
eflectuall)'  to  Impair  our  privileges  and  to  accomplish  this  83's- 
tcmatic  work  of  Destruction.  Possessing  advantages  for  an 
Increase  of  Population  much  superior  to  the  first  Precinct  (from 
the  better  quality  of  their  Land  &  other  local  causes)  it  is  cal- 
culated with  confidence  by  the  Petitioners  that  the  ratable  polls 
within  the  intended  district  which  are  now  nearly  equal  will  soon 
exceed  in  number  those  within  the  Town  of  Boylston.  By  thus 
bringing  to  their  aid  a  small  portion  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Ster- 
ling and  Ilolden  (who  will  compose  a  part  of  the  district)  it  is 
intended  by  our  enemies  Inhabiting  this  disaffected  section  to 
deprive  the  Town  of  the  important  privilege  of  Representation. 
Such  will  be  the  Inevitable  consequence  of  incorporating  the 
l)elitioner8  into  a  district,  Provided  such  district  is  attached  to 
the  Town  of  Boj'lston. 

Such  we  know  to  be  the  object  of  their  leaders  because  it  has 
been  openly  avowed,  and  although  the  petition  is  silent  on  the 
subject  of  annexation  they  have  publicly  declared  their  intention 
to  be  annexed  to  the  Town  of  Boylston. 

With  this  impression,  with  an  anxious  desire  to  preserve  our 
Corporate  existence,  to  retain  the  privilege  of  representation 
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fully  &  earnestly  to  remonstrate  against  the  pra5'er  of  said  pe- 
tition, provided  the  Distinct  thtis  to  be  incorporcUed  is  to  be  an- 
nexed to  tlie  town  of  Boylston  of  which  we  are  Inhabitants. 

At  the  same  time  we  wish  it  to  be  explicitly  understood  that 
all  opposition  on  our  part  is  withdrawn  if  it  be  consented  on 
the  part  of  the  petitioners  or  is  found  expedient  by  the  Legisla- 
ture to  annex  tJie  intended  District  to  Sterling^  Holden  or  any 
other  Town  in  tlie  County,  For  although  we  have  most  sensibly 
felt  the  injury  resulting  to  us  from  the  partial  dismemberment 
of  this  small  but  once  united  &  flourishing  Corporation,  yet  our 
peace  has  been  so  incessantly  disturbed  by  new  projects  of  en- 
croachment, and  we  have  encountered  so  much  trouble  and  ex- 
pense in  opposing  these  projects  that  we  are  now  fully  pursuad- 
ed  we  shall  never  be  at  rest ;  that  our  existence  as  a  Corpora- 
tion will  be  in  perpetual  jeopardy  until  this  troublesome  and 
offending  member  is  totally  severed  from  the  bod}'  which  it  thus 
threatens  to  destrov. 

For  the  fourth  time  the  Town  of  Bovlston  is  now  cited  before 
the  Legislature  to  answer  to  the  petition  .of  Ezra  Beaman  and 
others.  The  object  of  each  of  these  petitions  has  been  most 
essentially  to  injure  if  not  destroy  us  as  a  Corporation.  Let 
Ezra  Beaman  &  others  become  a  Corporation  totally  detached 
from  us,  &  whatever  may  be  the  evil  we  will  Patiently  submit. 
We  trust  with  confidence  in  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature  to 
discern  the  object  of  the  present  petition,  &  we  trust  with  equal 
confidence  that  they  will  be  influenced  by  a  desire  of  justice  & 
a  regard  to  the  essential  interests  of  a  small  but  peaceable  com- 
munity, to  refuse  an  act  of  incorporation  annexing  the  proposed 
District  to  the  Town  of  Boylston  against  the  earnest  wishes  and 
settled  opposition  of  everj-  Individual  who  feels  a  solicitude  to 
preserve  our  existence  as  a  Corporation 

Boylston  May  26  1807  JAMES  LONGLEY      )  Agents  for 

ROBERT  ANDREWS  [  the  to^ii  of 
AARON  WHITE  J  Boylston. 

A  remonstrance  against  annexation  signed  by  Jonas  Temple 
and  sixty-one  others  was  also  presented  to  the  Legislature,  the 
principal  argument  being  that  it  would  aflTect  the  privilege  of 
representation.  Sometime  afterwards  agents  of  the  town  of 
Boylston  and  of  the  precinct  in  Boylston  Holden  and  Sterling, 
met  and  signed  articles  of  agreement,  Article  Ist  of  which  was 
as  follows :  "It  is  agreed  that  the  Precinct  shall  be  incorporated 
into  a  town." 
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DONATIONS. 

Aldrich,  p.  Emokt. — Autograph  of  Thomas  Simms,  framed. 

Abtob  Lib&akt,  New  York. — 32d  Annual  Report. 

Barrows,  Alonso  M. — Framed  Portrait. 

Bartlbtt.  Thomas  E.,  East  Cambridge,  Mass, — 2  volumes. 

Bates,  Phineas  Jr.,  Boston. — ^Boston  School  Documents  as  issued. 

Caldwell,  Augustus. — 14  numbers  Antiquarian  Papers. 

Canadian  Institute,  Toronto,  C,  W. — Proceedings,  1881. 

Chamberlin,  Henrt  H, — Manuscript  of  his  **Trade  of  Worcester^'  read  be- 
fore the  Society. 

Chandler,  George,  M.  D. — 1  volume  ,  8  pamphlets, 

Clehence,  Henrt  M. — 3  volumes,  4  pamphlets. 

Cook,  Norton  L. — 1  paper*  , 

Crane,  Ellert  B. — 2  volumes,  6  pamphlets,  1  piece  Colonial  Currency, 
Ballots,  his  Map  of  Old  Worcester. 

Davenport  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences.  Davenport,  Iowa. — Proceed- 
ings, Vol.  Ill,  No.  I.    Proceedings,  VoL  II,  Part  U. 

Davis,  Hon.  Horace,  San.  Francisco,  Cal. — His  sketch  of  the  life  of  Dolor 
Davis. 

Dickinson,  Thomas  A. — 1  volume,  Anti  Slavery  paper  found  among  the  pa- 
pnpers  of  John  Milton  Earle,  Straw  Splitting  Machine  found  in  the  house 
of  Mrs.  Polly  Tucker  in  18T9. 

DoDOE,  Benjamin  J. — 1  volume,  11  pamphlets,  1  broadside,  1  paper. 

Emerson,  William  A. — A  copy  of  a  specimen  of  Pottery  found  by  Dr«  Schlie- 
mann  at  ancient  Troy. 

Essex  Institute,  Salem,  Mass. — Essex  Bulletin  as  published. 

Estey,  James  L. — Indian  god  from  Alabahad,  India. 

Fenno,  Charles  W.,  East  Orange,  N.  J. — 7  pamphlets. 

Fisher,  Charles  H. — 2  volumes. 

Harris,  Clarbndon. — 86  volumes,  bound,  American  Almanac ;  2  National 
do.,  4  volumes,bound.  Tribune  Almanac 

Harvard  University. — Harvard  University  Bulletin  as  published. 

Henshaw,  Miss  Harriet  E.,  Leicester,  Mass, — 2  volumes,  2  portraits. 

Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania — Pennsylvania  Magazine  as  published. 

Howard,  Joseph  Jackson  LL.  D.,  London,  England. — Misoellania  Genea- 
logica  et  Heraldica  as  published. 

JiLLsoN,  Clark — 14  volumes,  24  pamphlets,  9  magazines,  2  newspapers, 
counterfeit  money,  his  Annual  Address  as  President,  and  Memorial  Re- 
marks before  the  Society,  2  copies. 

Johnson,  Charles  R.  18  pamphlets,  package  of  political  circulars. 

Kingsbury,  H.  H.,  Spencer. — 1  volume, 

Kinney,  B.  H. — 1  pamphlet. 
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Lawrence,  E.  R. — 1  volume,  4  pamphlets. 

Lee,  Pabdon  A. — 2  flags  from  Arlington  Heights,  Horse  Nails  made  by 
machinery,  ancient  Work  Bag,  Lamp  used  in  Massachusetts  State  House 
1812,  1  napkin  ring. 

LiBRAKT  Company  of  Philadelphia, — Bulletin,  new  series,  No.  7. 

Lowe,  Moses  H, — 5  volumes. 

Marble.  Albert  P.,  Ph.  D. — His  Address  to  the  public  school  teachers  of 
Worcester,  March  SO,  1881,  three  copies,  Report  of  Wocester  Schools,  1680 
six  copies. 

Marble,  £.  H. — ^Lidian  Hunting  shirt  from  Oregon,   specimen  of  crude 
sulphur. 

Marshall,  £.  H. — 5  volumes,  1  pamphlet,  1  broadside,  geological  specimens. 

Matnard,  M.  a, — File  of  Heart  and  Hand,  Minnesota  Historical  Society 
Biennial  Report,  1881. 

Members  of  the  Societt. — Oil  portrait  of  Elihu  Burritt,  frmned. 

New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society. — New  England  Historical 
and  Genealogical  Register  as  published ;  Vol.  L  Memorial  Biographies, 
Knox  manuscripts.  Proceedings,  25  Oct.,  1880. 

0'Flynn«  Richard. — 1  manuscript  sermon,  1  broadside, 

Paine,  Nathaniel. — Paine  Family  Records,  Nor.  IX-X  ;  his  Genealogical 
Notes  of  the  Paine  family  of  Worcester ;  photograph  of  the  OlH  U.  S,  Ho- 
tel, Worcester ;  certificate  in  manuscript  dated  Lexington,  April  4,  1776 ; 
manuscript  account  of  damages  from  British  troops,  Lexington  Mass., 
1775,  4  pamphlets,  1  paper. 

Parker,  Edward  O. — 2  copies  Garfield  Memorial. 

Peck.  Augustus  E. — 1  volume,  2  pamphlets. 

Peirce,  Henry  B.,  Boston. — 11  volumes  Massachusetts  documents. 

Phelps.  Henry. — 25  pamphlets,  1  autograph. 

Plummer,  Israel,  Northbridge. — Old  flint-lock  rifle. 

Prouty,  Augustus  B. — Card  tooth  machine,  made  by  Capt  Joshua  Lamb 
of  Leicester,  in  1828. 

Providence  Athene um. — 46th  Annual  Report, 

Putnam,  Samuel  H. — Military  chest  of  Company  A,  25th  Regiment  Mass. 
Vols.,  containing  books,  papers  &c  relating  to  the  service  of  the  company 
in  the  Rebellion. 

Putnam  &  Davis. — Miscellaneous  lot  of  book  catalogues. 

Raymond,  Edward  T. — 1  paper. 

Rhode  Islanb  Historical  Society. — Proceedings  of  the  Society  1880-81, 
12  volumes  of  R,  I,  State  documents. 

Rice,  Franklin  P. — 14  Boston  Almanacs,  newspaper  cuttings. 

Rice,  Hon.  W.  W. — 2  volumes  U.  S.  documents. 

Roe.  Alfred  S.,  A.  M. — 5  volumes,  package  of  amateur  papers,  40  ma^- 
zines,  1  sermon,  newspapers  from  nearly  every  State  and  territory  with 
notices  of  the  death  of  President  Garfield. 

Rogers,  James  S.,  Foster  Brook,  Pa. — 1  paper. 

Ruoo,  Charles  F. — Piece  of  ramrod  from  ship  Somerset  that  covered  the 
advance  of  the  British  troops  at  Bunker  Hill,  June  17,  1775. 
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Russell,  John  E, — 1  pamphlet. 

Salisbubt,  Stephen  Jr. — North  Aitierican  Review  1881. 

Seaorave,  Daniel. — His  Genealogy  of  the  Seagrave  family,  file  of  Massa- 
chusetts Spy  1818,  1  broadside. 

Sheldon,  Hon.  George.,  Deerfield,  Mass. — 1  newspaper. 

Shvmwat,  Henrt  L. — 4  volumes,  80  pamphlets,  Magazine  of  American 
History,  1881,  1  paper. 

Smith,  Henrt  M. — 1  volume. 

Smith,  William  A* — Declaration  of  Independence  electrotyped  in  metal, 
framed.  2  pamphlets. 

Snow  &  Woodman. — 1  volume. 

Staples,  Samuel  £. — 3  volumes,  39  pamphlets,  2  manuscripts,  6  almanacs, 
4  broadsides,  brick  made  from  silt  of  Hudson  River  TunneL 

Stone,  Augustus. — 1  volume,  32  pamphlets,  5  papers,  4  magazines. 

Stone,  Rev.  Edwin  M.,  Providence,  R.  L — 1  pamphlet. 

SuNNSR,  George. — 10  volumes,  63  pamphlets,  4  newspapers.  Constitution 
of  New  York  1859  extraordinary  size. 

Surrey  Arch^kolooical  Society,  London,  England. — Collections  of  the 
Society,  Vol.  VIL  Part  HI.,  Vol.  VIII.  Part  L 

Thompson,  George  F. — 82  volumes  Mass.  documents,  12  magazines. 

Thompson,  H,  H.-^R€bellion  envelopes. 

Thompson,  E.  F. — 6  pamphlets. 

TiLLiNOHAST,  C.  B.,  Bostou. — ^Rcpoit  of  the  Librarian  of  the  Mass.  State 
Library,  1881 ;  sermon  delivered  at  the  Annual  Election  Massachusetts, 
January  5,  1881,  by  Daniel  L.  Furber  D.  D„  Suffolk  county  deeds  Liber  1. 

TowNE,  Enoch  H, — 3  volumes. 

Vermont  Historical  Society. — 1  volume  Governor  and  Council  of  Ver- 
mont, Vol.  VIII. 

Washburn  &  Moen  Manufacturino  Company. — 2  volumes  and  collection 
of  pamphlets  illustrating  the  manufacture  and  use  of  Barb  Fence  and 
Telegraph  wire. 

VVesby,  Edward, — 35  pamphlets. 

Wesby,  Herbert. — 4  pamphlets. 

Wesby,  J.  S.  &  Son. — 60  pamphlets,  file  of  Springfield  Republicaiu 

Whiting,  Charles  B. — 1  pamphlet.  < 

Wilder,  Harvey  B. — 3  Old  Almanacs. 

Wisconsin  Slate  Historical  Society. — Catalogue  of  library,  Vol,  V, 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALBERT  A,  LOVELL, 

Librarian. 
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The  President,  Mr.  EUery  B.  Crane,  presented  the 

■ 

report  of  the  department  of  Local  History  and  Gen- 
ealogy. This  with  the  reports  of  the  other  depart- 
ments will  be  found  at  the  end  of  these  proceedings. 

The  Society  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  officers 
for  1882,  previous  to  which  action  the  Treasurer, 
Mr.  James  A.  Smith,  and  the  Librarian,  Mr.  Albert 
A.  Lovell,  declined  a  re-election.  The  following 
were  chosen: 

President:  EUery  B.  Crane.  Vice  Presidents: 
Albert  Tolman,  George  Sumner.  Secretary :  Henry 
L.  Shumway.  Treasurer:  Henry  P.  Stedman.  Li- 
brarian: Samuel  E.  Staples.  Standing  Committee 
on  Nominations  for  three  years:  Franklin  P.  Rice.* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Bartlett  the  thanks  of 
the  Society  were  given  to  the  retiring  officers, 
Messrs.  Curtis,  Smith  and  Lovell. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned  for  two  weeks. 


A  special  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  on  the 
evening  of  Thursday  Dec.  15th,  in  Natural  History 
Hall. 

Burton  W.  Potter  Esq.  read  an  interesting  paper 
on  "The  Utilization  of  Sewage,"  preceded  by  an  his- 
torical sketch  relating  to  his  subject. 

The  address  of  Mr,  Potter  was  listened  to  with  the 
strictest  attention.     He  gave  a  detailed  account  of 


*  At  the  meeting  in  January*  1882,  Mr.  Rice  was  excused  and  Daniel 
Seagrave  elected  in  his  place. 
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various  methods  resorted  to  in  Europe  for  the  dis- 
posal of  sewage  in  ancient  and  modern  times,  giving 
a  minute  description  of  the  sewage  farm  at  Croydon, 
England,  a  city  larger  than  Worcester,  and  intima- 
ting that  the  same  system  might  be  adopted  here 
with  reasonable  hope  of  success,  in  case  five  or  six 
hundred  acres  of  land,  favorably  located,  could  be 
put  in  proper  condition  for  irrigation. 

This  address  contains  a  large  amount  of  valuable 
information  relating  to  sewers  and  sewage. 

When  the  speaker  had  concluded  his  remarks,  an 
opportunity  was  given  to  all  present  for  an  inter- 
change of  opinion  upon  the  subject  so  ably  discussed 
bv  Mr.  Potter. 

■•The  different  opinions  expres^a  a.  to  the  man- 
ner  of  dealing  with  sewage  were  about  equal  to  the 
number  of  persons  who  had  anything  to  say  upon 
the  subject. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Perry  claimed  that  vegetables  or  grass 
grown  on  a  sewage  farm  would  be  rank  and  unfit 
food  for  man  or  beast.  He  advocated  the  theory 
that  all  sewage  should  be  gathered  up  and  carried 
away  by  teams  instead  of  wasting  water  to  wash  it 
into  the  Blackstone  River. 

Hon.  Thomas  J.  Hastings  said  that  the  pollution 
of  streams,  so  much  complained  of  at  the  present 
time,  was  largely  due  to  the  use  of  chemicals  for 
cleansing  and  other  purposes  in  the  mills  situated 
near  the  water  courses,  and  not  the  result  of  sewage 
alone. 
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The  discussion  was  continued  by  remarks  from 
Messrs  Dexter  Rice,  Chas.  B.  Long,  Elbridge  Boy- 
den,  Wm.  H.  Earle,  Wm.  T.  Harlow,  A.  B.  Lovell, 
Edwin  Ames  and  others.  Some  advocated  the  plan 
of  Mr.  Potter,  others  thought  that  agitation  was 
the  one  thing  needful,  and  that  sewage  might  be 
purified  by  motion  and  contact  with  the  atmosphere. 
Others  advocated  the  plan  of  conveying  the  sewage 
of  Worcester  into  and  over  a  series  of  vats  or  basins 
far  enough  to  allow  the  sediment  to  settle  and  the 
the  water  become  purified. 

Hon.  Clark  Jillson  said  that  each  person  who  had 
spoken  was  the  advocate  of  at  least  one  theory  dif- 
fering from  all  the  rest,  and  that  he  did  not  care  to 
add  another  to  the  list,  but  would  only  predict  that 
"When  the  sewage  of  Worcester  is  properly  and 
satisfactorily  disposed  of,  it  will  be  by  means  of  me- 
chanical filtration." 


The  adjourned  Annual  meeting  was  held  at  the 
rooms,  Tuesday  evening,  December  20th. 

The  following  were  present :  Messrs.  Crane,  Lee, 
Shumway,  Lovell,  Marshall,  Rice,  Gould,  Seagrave, 
Tucker,  James  A.  Smith,  and  Cook — 11. 

On  motion  it  was  voted  that  the  Treasurer  report 
to  the  Secretary  the  names  of  delinquent  members 
for  record.     The  annual  assessment  for  1882  was 
fixed  at  three  dollars.     Adjourned. 
This  closes  the  record  of  the  Society's  work  for  1881. 
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BEPORT  ON  ARCHiEOLOOY  AND  GENERAL  HISTORY. 

THE  past  year  has  witnessed  important  developments  in  the 
field  of  archaeological  research.  Investigations  have  been 
vigorously  pushed  forward  in  various  parts  of  the  world,  and  in 
most  instances  these  efforts  have  been  attended  with  gratifying 
success.  A  few  illustrations  will  perhaps  suffice  to  indicate  the 
progress  that  has  been  made. 

Mr.  Holmuzd  Rassam  in  excavating  on  the  site  of  ancient 
Babylon  has  discovered  the  ruins  of  what  was  once  the  great 
commercial  exchange  of  that  opulent  cit}'.  Here  have  been 
unearthed  innumerable  inscribed  tablets,  the  records  of  the  ex- 
change. The  inscriptions  relate  to  nearly  every  kind  of  monetary 
transaction,  and  prove  that  the  difficult  subject  of  finance  was 
understood  at  that  early  day  almost  as  well  as  now.  Among 
other  curiosities  are  tax  receipts  that  show  how  the  revenue  was 
raised,  petitions  against  the  oppression  of  tax  collectors  and 
deeds  of  mortmain.  Mr.  Rassam  has  also  brought  to  light  some 
important  inscriptions  relating  to  the  history  of  the  city  during 
the  period  immediately  preceding  its  capture  by  Cyrus,  together 
with  a  record  of  the  achievmeuts  of  that  monarch,  and  an  ac- 
count of  the  triumphs  of  Alexander  the  Great.  Exploring  in  like 
manner  the  ruins  of  some  cities  lying  to  the  North  of  Babylon, 
and  evidently  older  than  the  latter,  Mr.  Rassam  has  unearthed 
monuments  whose  inscriptions  chronicle  events  in  the  earliest 
Chaldean  history,  and  carry  us  back,  in  imagination,  to  the 
before  the  flood. 

Important  as  are  these  discoveries  they  hardly  approach  in 
interest  those  made  last  season  in  Egypt.  In  a  secret  subter- 
ranean chamber  in  the  Lydian  mountains  Herr  Emil  Bru^'sch, 
brother  of  the  noted  archaeologist,  Dr.  Henry  Bruysch,  haa 
found  the  mummies  of  not  less  than  thirty  Theban  monarchs 
together  with  an  almost  counties  number  of  other  valuable  relics. 
Among  these  mummies  are  those  of  Thothmes  III.  who  ordered 
the  construction  of  the  obelisk  recently  brought  to  New  York, 
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Rameses  II.,  the  great  Sesostris,  and  Queen  Hatasoo.  The 
chamber  or  pit  where  the  mummies  were  found  was  excavated 
out  of  solid  rock  and  is  thirty-five  feet  deep.  It  is  approached 
by  a  gallery  two  hundred  feet  long,  also  hewn  out  of  the  rock. 

It  is  situated  about  four  miles  from  Thebes.  The  bodies  had 
evidently  been  hurriedly  brought  thither  from  the  royal  tombs 
by  the  priests  in  view  of  some  impending  calamity,  probably  the 
invasion  of  Cambyses.  One  of  the  most  singular  and  valuable 
discoveries  was  an  immense  leather  tent  bearing  the  seal  of  king 
Pinotim  of  the  2l8t  dynasty.  It  was  well  preserved,  and  cover- 
ed with  hieroglyphs  embroidered  in  red,  green  and  yellow  leath- 
er, the  colors  being  quite  fresh  and  bright.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  papyri,  of  which  a  number  were  found,  will,  when  de- 
ciphered, throw  new  light  upon  the  history  of  ancient  Eg}'pt, 
and  give  us  a  clearer  view  of  those  early  races  contemporary 
with  the  Egyptians,  of  whom  we  now  have  but  a  dim  and  shad- 
owy outline.  In  any  event  the  importance  of  this  discover^' 
from  an  archaeological  standpoint  can  hardly  be  over  estimated. 

The  archaeologists  of  the  western  hemisphere  have  not  been 
less  diligent  than  their  brethren  of  the  eastern  hemisphere, 
though  the  results  of  their  labors  may  not  have  been  so  remark- 
able. M.  Desire  Charnay  has  continued  his  researches  in  Cen- 
tral America  and  Mexico,  and  after  long  and  patient  study  has 
reached  the  conclusion  that  the  ruins  found  in  those  countries 
are  of  a  far  more  recent  origin  than  lias  generall}-  been  supposed. 
He  attributes  to  none  of  them  an  age  of  more  than  a  thousand 
years,  and  adduces  many  facts  which  seem  to  indicate  that  his 
reasoning  is  correct.  His  studies  have  also  led  him  to  believe 
that  what  seems  to  be  distinct  civilizations  among  the  ancient 
peoples  of  that  region  are  all  of  common  origin,  or,  as  he  puts 
it,  all  the  civilizations  in  Mexico  and  Central  America  are  Tol- 
tec,  as  all  those  of  Europe  are  Grecian. 

Dr.  A.  Le  Plongeon,  on  the  other  hand,  who  has  devoted 
much  time  to  investigation  in  the  same  localities  has  formed  en- 
tirely different  opinions.  In  a  recent  private  letter  to  a  friend 
he  says  that  as  a  result  of  his  studies  he  is  convinced  that 
America  was  the  cradle  of  the  human  race,  and  that  from  thence 
proceeded  civilization,  to  enlighten  the  Eastern  world. 
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It  is  hardly  necessary  to  refer  to  the  many  other  scholars  who 
are  devoting  their  best  energies  to  archaeological  research  on 
this  side  the  ocean.  They  are  to  be  found  delving  in  the 
mounds  of  the  West  and  South,  climbing  to  the  deserted  homes 
of  the  cliff-dwellers  in  New  Mexico,  threading  the  labyrinthine 
forests  of  Yucatan  and  Central  America  in  quest  of  long  lost 
cities,  or  striving  to  rescue  ancient  grandeur  from  oblivion,  on 
the  rich  table  lands  of  Eucador  and  Peru.  We  may  well  expect 
large  returns  from  the  industry  of  so  many  laborers. 

The  increased  interest  on  this  subject,  manifested  on  all  sides, 
argues  well  for  future  progress.  If  this  interest  continues  un- 
abated rich  results  may  be  looked  for  in  the  next  few  years,  and 
the  solution  of  most  of  the  great  problems  of  history  will  not  be 
long  deferred.  We  shall  know,  for  example,  for  what  purpose 
the  p3'ramids  of  Egypt  were  built;  what  became  of  the '^Ten 
lost  Tribes  of  Israel ;"  the  origin  of  the  Mound  builders,  and, 
with  the  decipherment  of  the  hieroglypic  inscriptions  of  Yucatan 
and  Central  America,  the  true  story  of  Atlantis.  Let  us  hope 
that  these  grand  results  will  erelong  be  attained,  and  that  when 
attained  our  Society  may  in  some  degree  share  in  the  triumph. 

CHARLES  R.  JOHNSON,  Chairman. 


REPORT  ON  LOCAL  HISTORY  AND  6ENSAL06T 

ANOTH  ER  revolution  of  time  has  been  noted.  Another  cycle 
of  events  have  passed  into  history,  and  the  diBpartment  of 
Local  History  and  Genealogy  is  for  the  fourth  time  called  upon 
to  give  some  little  account  of  its  stewardship  for  the  year  that 
we  are  now  just  rounding  out. 

The  rapid  growth  of  our  city  during  the  past  two  years  tells 
us  more  truly  than  simple  words  can  do,  of  the  genuine  pros- 
perity which  the  people  of  Worcester  have  been  and  are  now 
enjoying.  It  was  claimed  that  more  money  was  expended  in 
the  erection  of  new  buildings  and  the  remodeling  of  old  ones 
during  the  year  1880  than  had  been  expended  in  any  one  of  the 
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seven  preceding  years,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  thrift  so 
apparent  last  year  has  not  as  yet  in  the  least  diminished,  but 
that  the  growth  of  our  city  in  1881  will  compare  favorably  with, 
if  not  exceed  that  of  the  previous  year. 

This  natural  development  which  is  going  on  necessarily  cre- 
ates radical  changes  in  many,  portions  of  the  city :  the  old  famil- 
iar haunts  are  fast  disappearing,  while  massive  blocks  of  brick 
and  stone  suddenly  spring  up  in  their  places.  The  general 
appearance  of  Front  street  has  been  greatly  improved  by  nu- 
merous alterations  the  most  important  of  which  was  the  remodel- 
ing  of  Mr.  Amos  B.  Hall's  old  two  story  building  into  a  fine  five 
story  block  having  one  of  the  finest  fronts  in  the  city,  extend- 
ing on  Front  Street  from  Warren  Street  to  Vine  Street  (an  old 
wooden  building  having  been  removed  fVom  the  lot  on  the  corner 
of  Vine  and  Front  Streets  to  make  room  for  a  portion  of  the  New 
Block) .  The  old  wooden  building  which  for  so  many  years 
stood  on  the  Westerly  corner  of  Church  and  Front  Streets  known 
as  the  Abijah  Bigelow  Estate  and  which  was  used  as  our  first 
city  Hospital,  which  was  incorporated  in  1871,  and  later  for  a 
free  Medical  Dispensary,  has  been  removed,  together  with  the 
other  wooden  buildings  which  stood  west  of  it,  to  make  room 
for  the  erection  of  more  durable  and  substantial  buildings  by 
the  present  owner  of  the  land,  Mr.  Jonas  G.  Clark,  This  gentle- 
man now  has  in  progress  of  construction  upon  a  lot  on  Main 
street,  west  of  the  old  common,  including  the  spot  where  recent- 
ly stood  the  residence  of  Dr.  Joseph  Sargent,  a  building  that 
the  citizens  of  Worcester  may  justly  be  proud  of,  and  con- 
gratulate themselves  for  having  among  their  number  such  an 
enterprising  man,  so  willing  to  do  and  so  abundantly  able  to 
carry  forward  any  improvement  he  may  see  fit  to  undertake. 
But  the  growth  ol  our  city  is  seen  in  other  direction?.  The 
Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury,  together  with  his  son,  have  been  con- 
tinuing their  extensive  improvements  so  timely  inaugurated  a 
few  3'ears  since  on  Union  street  near  Lincoln  Square,  where  no 
one  can  fail  to  admire  the  massive  and  comely  buildings  that 
now  adorn  the  land  so  recently  the  deposit  for  ashes  and  street 
sweepings  But  it  is  not  my  purpose  in  this  report  to  partic- 
ularize, but  rather  to  express  general  information.     Several 
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sizable  machine  shops  have  been  erected  and  put  into  use,  three 
hundred  and  fifty  to  four  hundred  new  dwelling  houses  have 
been  constructed,  showing  that  Worcester  is  growing  more 
rapidly  perhaps  than  ever  before. 

While  we  can  sa}"  so  much  for  the  growth  and  development 
of  Worcester,  what  shall  we  say  of  her  decay  in  the  death  of 
her  prominent  citizens  ?  The  first  name  we  find  on  our  list  is  that 
of  Mr.  Charles  Hadwen,  who  died  Tuesday  night  Feb.  8,  1881, 
at  his  residence  on  Hadwen  Lane,  aged  84  years.  He  was  one 
of  the  prominent  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  Mr.  Had- 
wen was  born  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  Jan  4,  1797.  For  a  time  he 
was  a  merchant  in  P^'ovidence  R.  I.,  and  afterwards  for  several 
years  a  cotton  manufacturer  in  the  town  of  Scituate  in  that  State, 
but  came  to  Worcester  in  1834  and  purchased  the  farm  pre- 
viously owned  and  occupied  by  Mr.  Wing  Kelley.  Here  Mr. 
Hadwen  made  his  home,  and  here  he  remained  until  his  death. 
Charitv  was  one  of  the  cardinal  virtues  of  his  life.  He  left  three 
children,  residents  of  Worcester,  Mr.  Obadiah  B.  Hadwen,  Mrs. 
Dorcas  B.  Lee  and  Mrs.  George  A.  Kimball. 

March  15th  we  have  to  record  the  death  of  Mr.  Benjamin 
Flagg,  which  took  place  at  the  residence  of  his  son,  Aaron  Flagg. 
in  Springfield,  Mass.,  where  he  was  for  the  time  stopping.  Mr. 
Flagg  was  at  the  time  if  his  death  the  oldest  male  citizen  of 
Worcester,  being  in  his  91  st  year.  He  was  the  son  of  Phineas 
Flagg,  and  grandson  of  Col.  Benjamin  Flagg  who  commanded  a 
company  of  Minute  Men  that  marched  from  Worcester  for  Lex- 
ington on  the  alarm  April  19,  1775.  Mr.  Flagg  was  born  June 
12,  1790,  at  the  old  family  homestead  on  Millbury  avenue,  being 
a  direct  descendant  of  Benjamin  Flagg  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Worcester  who  came  from  Watertown,  where  he  was  born 
June  25,  1662.  The  confidence  and  esteem  in  which  the  late 
Mr.  Flagg  was  held  by  his  fellow  townsmen  may  be  seen  by  the 
fact  that  he  was  chosen  Selectman  in  1831  and  1837,  Repre- 
sentative in  1835  and  1851,  and  Alderman  in  1849  and  1853. 

The  funeral  of  Col.  Isaac  N.  Ross  was  held  in  the  town  of 
Holden  March  29th.  Although  Col.  Ross  was  not  a  native  of 
Wcffcester  County,  but  for  some  years  a  resident  in  it,  he  took 
an  active  part  in  public  affairs ;  was  member  of  the  legislature 
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in  1871  and  1872,  and  for  a  time  one  of  the  state  directors  of 
the  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad.  He  was  deeply  interested  in 
the  completion  of  the  Boston  Barre  and  Gardner  Railroad,  and 
was  for  some  time  the  Superintendent  of  that  road.  He  was 
born  in  Hanover  N.  H.  August  22,  1824.  When  a  young  man 
he  resided  for  a  time  in  South  Boston  Mass.,  but  in  1852  went 
to  the  state  of  Ohio  where  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business. 
In  1861  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Ohio  legislature.  Being 
a  strong  Union  man,  and  anxious  to  participate  more  actively 
in  the  conflict  then  going  on.  Gov.  Todd  sent  him  a  commission, 
and  with  his  characteristic  promptness  he  raised  two  regiments 
for  the  war  within  two  weeks,  the  114th  and  90th,  and  as  Col. 
of  the  latter  went  at  once  to  the  front  where  he  rendered  excel- 
lent service,  especially  at  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  where,  while 
leading  his  men  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight  he  was  severely 
wounded.* 

April  4th  Mr.  Nathaniel  Waters  died  in  Millbury.  He  was 
a  native  of  that  town,  having  been  born  April  2d,  1791,  on  the 
John  Wood  estate  in  the  west  part  of  the  town.  He  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  war  of  1812. 

June  17th,  Mr.  Calvin  Taffc  died  at  Lis  home  on  Main  street 
in  this  city.  Although  Mr.  Taft  had  not  been  a  resident  of 
Worcester  but  about  twenty  j'ears,  he  was  favorabl}'  known  as 
one  of  our  most  active  and  energetic  business  men.  He  was 
the  son  of  Mr,  Adolphus  Taft  of  Roxbury  Mass.,  born  in  Jan., 
1813.  Mr.  Taft  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Safe  Deposit 
and  Trust  Company,  and  one  of  the  Directors  until  incapacita- 
ted by  failing  health. 

Mr.  Francis  Harrington,  a  native  of  Worcester,  died  Jul}'  2d. 
He  was  son  of  Francis  Harrington  and  born  August  11,  1811. 
For  more  than  forty  years  he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits 
in  Worcester ;  a  member  of  the  City  Council  in  1855,  and  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  in  the  year  1860. 


•  The  remains  of  Colonel  Ross  were  cremated  at  Washington,  Penn,,  in 
accordance  with  his  request. 
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A  few  days  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Harrington*  we  have  to 
record  that  of  Mr.  Nathaniel  Curtis  Moore,  in  his  81st  year. 
He  was  son  of  Willard  Moore  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Ephraim  Beaman  one  of  the  oldest  citizens  at  that  time, 
died  Saturday  Aug.  13th.  He  was  born  in  Princeton  July  3d, 
1793,  and  carried  on  farming  and  stock  raising  on  the  old 
homestead  until  within  a  few  rears. 

Monday  Sept  5  th  ended  the  career  of  usefulness  of  one  of  our 
most  unassuming  painstaking  historical  students,  Samuel  Foster 
Haven  LL.  D.,  Librarian  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society 
for  more  than  43  vears.  Dr.  Haven  was  born  in  Dedham  Mass. 
May  28,  1806,  son  of  Judge  Samuel  Haven  of  that  place.  He 
graduated  at  Amherst  college  in  1826,  and  for  a  short  time 
thereafter  resided  in  Lowell ;  was  chosen  Librarian  of  the 
American  Antiquarian  Society*  in  1838,  ftom  which  time  until 
stricken  down  with  his  last  sickness,  he  applied  himself  with 
uncommon  zeal  and  earnestness  to  historical  research.  Aided 
by  thorough  mental  training  and  a  love  for  his  work  that  knew 
no  bounds,  he  has  been  able  to  leave  behind  him  a  lasting 
reputation,  not  onl}*  for  his  scholarly  attainments  and  historical 
learning,  but  for  his  usefulness  and  excellent  judgment  in  assist- 
ing to  build  up  a  public  institution  which  is  not  onh*  an  orna- 
ment to  Worcester  but  to  the  country. 

The  8th  day  of  September  closed  the  life  of  one  of  our  most 
remarkable  citizens.  Stephen  Symonds  Foster  was  born  in 
Canterbury'  N.  H.  Nov.  17,  1809,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth 
College,  class  of  1838,  began  to  study  for  the  ministry,  but 
changed  his  mind  feeling  that  he  could  not  use  his  voice  in  the 
interest  of  any  institution  that  was  willing  to  protect  Slavery 
and  the  Slave  holder.  He  at  once  espoused  the  cause  of  Free- 
dom, and  became  one  of  the  most  radical  of  the  reformers.  His 
boldness  and  courage  as  an  antislavery  agitator  was  not  exceed- 
ed even  by  Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison  or  Wendell  Phillips.  At  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  American  Antislavery  Society  held  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  in  1840,  Mr.  Foster  introduced  a  resolution 
severely  criticising  the  American  church  and  clergy  for  their 
wrong  position  on  the  question  of  human  slavery.     To  one  of 
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hie  printed  publications  he  gave  the  title,  *'The  Brotherhood  of 
Thieves,  a  true  picture  of  the  American  Church  and  Clergy. 
Mr.  Foster  was  a  man  of  firm  convictions  and  never  hesitated 
to  express  himself  in  plain,  unmistakable  language  ;  and  his 
hearers  knew  just  where  he  stood,  and  just  what  he  meant.  His 
life  and  public  career,  while  contending  with  opposition  from 
every  side^  being  hustled  by  the  mob,  imprisoned  in  Hanover 
jail,  all  together  would  make  an  exceedingly  interesting  sketch 
contrasting  the  public  sentiment  at  the  present  time  with  that 
of  forty  years  ago. 

The  death  of  Timothy  Keese  Earle  occurred  at  his  home  in 
this  city  Oct.  1st.  He  was  son  of  Henry  Earle,  and  born  in 
Leicester  Jan  11,  1823.  Mr.  Earle  was  one  of  the  most  ener- 
getic and  successful  business  men  of  our  cit}-,  a  zealous  worker 
in  whatever  cause  his  convictions  led  him,  but  always  frank  and 
open  in  his  speech  and  action.  He  was  an  earnest  advocate 
for  temperance  reform,  taking  a  prominent  position  in  the  pro- 
hibitory party,  and  twice  (1880  and  1881)  its  candidate  for 
Lieutenant  Governor. 

In  my  report  for  the  year  1880  attention  was  called  to  the 
printing  of  the  Proprietor's  Records,  of  Worcester,  announcing 
the  fact  that  we  had  published  those  records  from  the  earliest 
date,  1667,  to  May  2,  1719.  I  take  great  pleasure  in  now  sta- 
ting that  through  the  exertions  of  Mr.  Franklin  P.  Rice,  the 
work  has  been  continued  to  the  year  1788,  with  nearly  300  plans 
illustrating  the  land  grants  of  the  earh*  settlers,  and  that  this 
work  can  be  found  in  Vol.  III.  of  the  Society's  publications. 
We  have  in  press  for  Vol.  IV.  Worcester  Town  Records,  from 
the  year  1753  to  1783. 

In  addition  to  the  very  valuable  productions  of  this  Society' 
on  local  history,  we  have  received  the  following  volumes  since 
the  last  report :  Suffolk  Deeds,  publications  of  the  Vermont 
Historical  Societ}',  Histor}^  of  Antrim  N.  H.,  Mr.  Marvin's  new 
edition,  Worcester  in  the  Rebellion,  New  Guide  for  Worcester, 
History  of  the  wire  business  including  Fence  wire,  onl}'  thirty 
copies  of  which  were  printed.  Orderly  Book  of  Colonel  William 
Henshaw  of  Leicester  during  the  Revolution,  Memorial  of  Hon. 
Charles  Allen,  Memorial  Biographies   by  the  New  England 
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Historic  Genealogical  Society,  Reports  of  the  Record  Commis- 
sion of  Boston,  the  Old  Worcester  Magazine  printed  in  1787-8, 
published  by  Mr.  Thomas  in  place  of  his  paper,  for  the  purpose 
of  evading  the  heavy  duty  laid  upon  newspapers  of  that  day  ; 
Genealogical  notes  by  Goodwin,  New  England  Historical  and 
Genealogical  Register,  Miscellania  Genealogia  et  Heraldica,  bj' 
Joseph  Jackson  Howard,  Brights  of  Suffolk,  England. 

Many  other  books  bearing  on  local  history  and  genealogy 
have  been  received  within  the  year,  all  of  which  are  now  arran- 
ged  and  ready  for  consultation.      ^ 

ELLERY  B,  CRANE,  Chairman. 


REPORT  ON  ANCIENT  MANUSCRIPTS,  PUBLICATIONS  AND  ENGRAVINGS. 

TWO  of  the  most  important  arts  known  to  mankind,  wood 
engraving  and  printing,  sprung  up  in  Europe  at  about  the 
same  period  of  time.  The  earliest  wood  engraving,  claimed  as 
authentic  on  account  of  its  date,  is  said  to  have  been  made  in 
1423  ;  and  the  earliest  print  from  movable  type  only  dates  back 
to  1454,  leaving  a  space  of  time  between  these  two  great  events 
of  31  years.  Unlike  printing,  wood  engraving  had  an  infancy, 
the  rudeness  of  which  may  be  seen  in  all  the  early  illustrated 
prints.  The  first  book  illustrated  to  any  considerable  extent 
with  wood  cuts  was  printed  in  1461 ;  the  earliest  copperplate 
engraving  was  made  the  same  year. 

The  engraving  knowm  as  the  JgtMthriw  JFAittt  (RMiHophttt  is 
supposed  by  some  to  be  the  oldest  wood  cut  bearing  a  date ; 
but  this  date  (1423)  is  declared  to  be  false  by  at  least  three 
eminent  critics,  Mr.  Eoning,  Mr.  Sotzmann  and  Mr.  Pinkerton, 
who  claim  that  the  true  date  is  1460. 

I  have  a  book  printed  in  the  year  1495,  which  contains  a  num- 
ber of  wood  cuts  of  a  similar  style,  but  inferior  as  works  of  art, 
to  the  Saint  Christopher.  Both  of  these  early  prints  being  rude 
in  their  manner  of  execution  and  of  the  same  general  style  of 
engraving,  the  question  is  naturally  raised  as  to  the  probability 
of  their  being  wrought  at  or  near  the  same  date. 
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But  if  1423  is  the  true  date  of  the  Saint  Christopher,  the  other 
was  probably  engraved  nearly  three  quarters  of  a  century  later, 
during  which  time  it  is  fair  to  presume  there  ought  to  have  been 
some  improvement  or  change  of  style,  perhaps  both. 

I  also  have  another  book  printed  in  1564,  sixty-nine  years 
later,  containing  wood  cuts  far  superior  to  those  of  1495,  indi- 
cating that  the  first  two  engravings  mentioned  were  made  at 
dates  less  than  seventy  years  apart. 

Mr.  H.  E.  Holt,  in  ''Notes  and  Queries"  for  1868,  makes  the 
positive  declaration  that  the  Saint  Christopher  was  executed  by 
Albert  Durer  at  Colmar  in  1493.  This  would  be  but  two  years 
previous  to  the  publication  of  the  first  mentioned  book,  which 
would  in  some  measure  account  for  the  striking  similarity  of  the 
two,  which  could  not  well  be  done  if  the  other  date  (1423) 
is  admitted  to  be  correct.  There  are  many  facts  and  circum- 
stances to  indicate  that  the  Saint  Christopher  was  engraved 
much  later  than  1423.  In  the  first  place  the  date  is  not  au- 
thenticated beyond  reasonable  grounds  for  suspicion,  there  being 
no  other  wood  engraving  with  so  early  a  date,  but  many  having 
the  appearance  of  being  as  old  and  even  much  older.  It  is 
claimed  by  some  that  this  picture  undoubted!}'  bore  a  date,  but 
that  it  has  sometime  been  changed  tY'om  1493  to  1423,  a  trick 
that  would  create  no  surprise  in  the  more  advanced  stage  of 
civilization,  four  hundred  years  later. 

'  It  is  a  well  established  fact  that  cross-hatching  was  first  em- 
ployed in  1486,  on  a  frontispiece  used  in  the  Latin  edition  of 
Breydenbach's  Travels  ;  but  the  Saint  Christopher  contains  that 
style  of  engraving,  which  shows  that  if  1423  is  the  true  date 
more  than  sixty  years  elapsed  before  any  more  cross-hatching 
was  done,  which  would  seem  improbable. 

It  is  also  claimed  that  this  picture  was  produced  by  a  print- 
ing press  with  printer's  ink,  neither  of  which  existed  in  1423. 
It  was  printed  on  paper  such  as  was  used  b}^  Albert  Durer  be- 
tween 1480  and  1500,  known  by  its  peculiar  water  mark,  viz,  a 
bull's  head  with  an  upright  line  rising  between  the  horns,  sur- 
mounted by  a  flower  or  star.  There  is  no  record  to  show  that 
paper  thus  marked  was  used  in  1423.  It  is  also  apparent  that 
the  design  and  style  correspond  with  that  of  Durer ;  and  it  is 
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admitted  that  there  was  no  other  wood  cut  in  existence  in  1423, 
or  for  half  a  century  after,  that  would  in  any  degree  compare 
with  the  Saint  Christopher  as  a  work  of  art.  In  fact  only  four 
wood  engravings  are  known  to  have  been  made  previous  to 
1450,  and  but  few  up  to  the  time  when  Durer  began  his  remark- 
able career  as  a  designer  and  engraver  on  wood. 

If  it  is  admitted  that  the  Saint  Christopher  was  engraved  as 
early  as  1423,  it  must  also  be  admitted  that  it  was  not  equalled 
for  at  least  seventy  years,  nor  was  its  author  discovered  during 
that  period. 

With  all  these  facts  before  us,  it  does  not  seem  unreasonable 
to  presume  that  Albert  Durer  was  the  designer  and  engraver  of 
the  Buxheim  Saint  Christopher,  there  being  no  other  picture  of 
special  merit  previous  to  his  time,  nor  any  engraver  whose  rep- 
utation has  been  preserved. 

CLARK  JILLSON,  Chairman. 


REPORT  ON  RELICS,  COINS  AND  CURIOSmES. 

IN  the  department  of  Relics,  Coins  and  Curiosities,  there  has 
been  some  improvement  during  the  last  twelve  months,  as 
will  appear  evident  to  all  who  may  be  interested  in  examining 
the  additions  that  have  been  made  to  our  cabinet.  It  is  believ- 
ed, however,  that  not  so  much  attention  has  been  given  to  this 
department  of  work  as  its  object  and  design  would  seem  to  war- 
rant and  demand.  Possibh'  as  much  has  been  accomplished  by 
the  members  comprising  this  class  as  by  those  who  are  assigned 
to  the  other  departments.  By  this  classification  of  work,  and 
with  a  determined  purpose,  much  more  probably  could  be  done 
than  has  been  thus  far ;  still,  where  so  much  improvement  is 
manifest,  so  much  information  collected  and  put  in  permanent 
form,  so  many  articles  procured  illustrating  the  usages  and  hab- 
its of  past  generations,  it  would  be  evidently  unjust  to  speak  of 
the  work  of  these  departments  as  a  failure,  or  even  as  a  useless 
and  unnecessary  classification,  though  all  that  their  projectors 
contemplated  may  not  have  been  fully  realized. 
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The  contribations  to  this  department  during  the  last  year  are 
considerable,  all  of  which  have  their  value,  and  some  of  them 
so  rare  that  other  specimens  of  like  character  are  hardly  to  be 
obtained. 

In  portraiture,  we  have  been  exceedingly  fortunate  in  secur- 
ing the  only  known  oil  painting  of  the  late  Elihu  Burritt.  It  was 
executed  in  this  city  in  1841,  from  life,  by  an  artist  then  resid- 
ing here,  named  Elwell,  who  now  resides  in  Springfield.  This 
portrait  is  pronounced  by  those  who  knew  the  subject  well,  to 
be  an  excellent  likeness  of  the  departed  scholar  and  reformer ; 
and  The  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity  may  be  thought  ex- 
ceedingly fortunate  in  possessing  this  rare  work.  It  is  also 
creditable  to  the  city  where  we  dwell,  and  where  the  subject  of 
this  portrait  dwelt,  and  established  his  reputation  as  one  of  the 
greatest  linguists  of  his  time,  that  his  portrait  should  be  here, 
where  future  generations  may  behold  the  picture  of  him  who  was 
styled  and  recognized  as  the  ' 'Learned  Blacksmith." 

In  another  department  of  art  are  specimens  of  early  wood 
engraving,  executed  by  Hans  Leonard  Schaufflin,  a  pupil  of 
Albert  Durer,  presented  to  this  Society'  by  Mr.  C.  J.  Sawtell 
of  New  York  city,  who  received  them  from  a  friend  residing  in 
Germany.  These  specimens  are  quite  rare,  and  are  a  very  in- 
teresting study  to  all  who  are  connoisseurs  in  art.  In  the  Metro- 
politan Museum  of  Art,  Central  Park,  New  York  city,  may  be 
seen  two  volumes,  the  illustrations  of  which  are  b}'  this  artist, 
and  the  date  of  their  publication  is  there  given  as  1513.  Hans 
Schaufflein  was  one  of  the  best,  as  he  was  one  of  the  earliest 
wood  engravers,  and  his  work  was  not  infrequently  taken  for 
that  of  his  instructor,  Durer,  whom  he  closely  imitated,  though 
probably  not  fully  equalled.  But  his  productions  will  go  down 
to  future  generations  as  remarkable  specimens  of  a  beautiftil  art. 

Among  our  relics,  and  perhaps  the  most  important  of  them 
all,  is  the  contribution  from  Mr.  Samuel  H.  Putnam,  of  the  Com- 
pany chest  of  Company  A,  25th  Regiment  Massachusetts  Vol- 
unteers, containing  books  and  papers  relating  to  the  service  of 
the  company  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion.  Allied  to,  but  preced- 
ing this,  is  a  framed  autograph  of  the  fugitive  slave,  Thomas 
Simms,  presented  by  Hon.  P.  Emory  Aldrich.     These  remind- 
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ers  speak  impressively  of  what  was  in  days  gone  by,  but  fortu- 
nately never  to  return. 

Among  the  other  contributions  are  geological  specimens, 
from  E.  H.  Marshall ;  from  Wm.  A.  Emerson,  copy  of  a  speci- 
men of  pottery  found  by  Dr.  Schliemann  at  ancient  Troy ;  a 
piece  of  a  ramrod  from  the  ship  Somerset,  presented  by  Charles 
F.  Rugg  ;  photograph  of  the  old  United  States  Hotel,  presented 
by  Nathaniel  Paine ;  two  small  U.  S.  Flags,  from  Arlington 
Heights,  a  card  of  horse-nails,  made  by  machinery  at  the  Cen- 
tennial Exhibition  at  Philadelphia,  Lamp  used  at  the  Massachu- 
Hetts  State  house,  1812,  presented  by  Pardon  A.  Lee ;  Flint- 
lock Rifle,  from  Israel  Plummer ;  two  Antique  Powder  Horns, 
from  Hon.  Clark  Jillson  ;  Straw  Splitting  Machine,  from  Thom- 
as A.  Dickinson ;  Colonial  and  Confederate  currency,  from  E. 
B.  Crane ;  an  'Electrotype  plate,  handsomely  framed,  of  the 
Declaration  of  American  Independence,  from  Wm.  A.  Smith  ; 
a  Card  tooth  Machine,  made  by  Capt.  Thomas  Lamb  of  Leices- 
ter, in  1828,  presented  by  A.  B.  Prouty,  and  an  Indian  Hunt- 
ing Shirt  from  Oregon,  by  E.  H.  Marble.  Dr.  George  Chand- 
ler presented  a  pair  of  Metalic  Tractors,  accompanied  by  the 
following  interesting  historical  and  biographical  sketch  : — 

"Dr.  Elisha  Perkins  of  Plainfield  Conn.,  was  the  inventor  of  the  Metalic 
Tractors,  used  by  him  in  the  core  and  relief  of  nervous  affections,  rheuma- 
tism, sprains  and  other  diseases.  They  were  two  small  pointed  instruments 
or  pencils,  one  of  steel  and  the  other  of  brass,  about  three  or  four  inches 
long,  flat  on  one  side  and  oval  on  the  other.  The  operator  held  them  be- 
tween his  thumb  and  fingers  and  drew  them  backwards,  lightly,  over  the 
part  affected. 

Dr.  Elisha  Perkins  was  son  of  Dr.  Joseph  and  Mary  (Bushnell)  Perkins, 
of  Norwich,  Conn.,  and  was  bom  Jan.  16,  1741 ;  studied  medicine  with  his 
father  and  settled  in  Plainfield  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  soon 
became  widely  known  for  his  invention  of  the  Tractors,  and  for  the  intro- 
duction of  a  powerful  antiseptic  in  his  practice.  He  was  a  man  of  strong 
physical  frame  aud  had  great  endurance  of  fatigue.  It  was  said  that  he 
often  rode  daily  on  horseback  sixty  miles  visiting  his  patients.  He  used 
no  spirituous  drinks,  and  indulged  in  only  four  or  five  hours  of  sleep  nights. 

A  grand  daughter  of  his  wrote,  "Dr.  Elisha  Perkins  was  a  physician  of 
great  skill  and  had  a  large  practice  which  called  him  much  from  home,  yet 
he  founded  and  largely  sustained  an  Academy  in  Plainfield  which  is  still 
flourishing.  He  opened  his  o'vi'n  house  for  treatment  of  the  sick,  among 
whom  was  Calvin  Ooddard,  afterwards  Mayor  and  Judge,  of  Norwich,  Ct., 
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who  often  said  "When  I  left  college  I  went  to  Flainfield  in  poor  henlth  and 
uritb  all  tay  worldlv  poBacBaiona  in  a  pack  on  my  bach,  and,  if  I  have  any 
goodneBS  or  hoapitality  in  me  I  owe  it  to  Dr.  and  Kirs.  Perkins. 

In  the  wax  of  the  lUrolution  Plainfield  sent  many  men  into  the  Geld,  and 
among  them,  said  Misa  Ellen  D.  Lamed,  the  hintorian  of  Windham  County, 
her  most  beloved  phyiician,  Dr.  Eliahs  Perkins  trho  served  as  Burgeon  in 
the  8tb  regiment  under  Col,  JedediaL  Huntington.  Dr.  Albigence  Waldo 
of  Pomfret  went  aa  assiatant  surgeon.  Dr.  Perkins  re-cnliated  aa  surgeon 
in  the  campaign  of  1TT6  under  Col.  John  Douglas,  Miss  Calkins  in  her 
history  of  Norwich  said  this  regiment,  the  8th  Connecticut,  was  the  best 
equipped  of  any  in  the  Colony,  sporting  for  uniform  a  quantity  of  red-coati 
taken  in  a  prize  Tesael. 

Dr.  Perkins  was  expelled  &om  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society  in  1797, 
oa  account  of  his  invention  and  use.  in  his  practice,  of  the  Metalic  Tractors. 

To  show  his  faith  in  his  iuTentious,  be  went  to  New  York  city  during  the 
prevalence  of  yellow  fever  in  that  city,  and  after  about  four  weeks  of  asaid- 
uouB  labor  among  those  sick  with  that  dreadful  disease,  he  took  the  fevo- 
himself  and  died  of  it  on  the  3th  of  September,  1799. 

Dr.  Perkins  married  Sept.  23d.  17D2,  Sarah  Douglas,  of  PlainSeld,  and  by 
her  bad  eight  chQdien,  ancestors  of  a  numerous  race.  His  son,  Benjamin 
Dou^as  Perkins,  went  ,to  London,  England,  and  established  a  "Perkina 
Institution"  on  the  principles  of  traetoration,  which  for  a  time  was  very 
popular,  and  by  which  be  accumulated  a  handsome  property." 

This  departmeot  recognizes,  with  gratitude  to  its  friends, 
their  varioaa  contributions  in  the  past,  and  conHdently  hopes 
that  in  the  future  they  will  continue  their  generous  aid,  so  that 
eventually  the  cabinet  of  our  Society  may  become  one  of  ita 
most  uaet^il,  as  it  will  be  one  of  the  moat  attractive  features  of 
oar  oi^anization. 

SAMUEL  E.  STAPLES,  Chairman. 
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